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R ini ich or on 

Tx fr Edition of Two Diſcourſes, tending ta 
aſſuage the animoſity of a Party- ſpirit in Religion, 
was printed thirty years ago, when a temperate 
oppoſition to that ſpirit, ſeaſonable at all times, 
was thought peculiarly requiſite. It was more 
favourably received by the public, than the 
flight notice uſually beſtowed upon conciliatory 
tracts, in a country almoſt continually ſplit into 
adverſe ſactions, had taught the writer to expect. 
After he had long conſigned it to it's ſuppoſed 
inevitable deſtiny to a ſpecdy oblivion, the infor- 
mation he received from his Friend Mr. Cadel, 
of frequent calls for it when out of print, brought 
it to a ſecond Edition, It encouraged him ſoon 
after to make another humble effort to ſerve the 
good cauſe of the goſpel of peace, at a'time of 
| life, when a ſucceſsful vindication of that bleſſed 
cauſe was the only object of literary ambition, 
that ſtill maintained it's conſtant hold upon his 
heart. In this view he publiſhed a brief ſketch of 
the following larger work, of a congenial tendency 
with the foregoing, though adapted to a different 
a 2 Juncture, 


ir 


juncture, and the apparently altered ſtate of the 
public mind. It was reported that a dangerous 
revolution of ſentiment, in religious, no leſs than 
in political concerns had riſen to an alarming 
height in theſe kingdoms, caught by contagion 
from the Apoſtacy, which forms the moſt hideous 
ſeature in the baleful Anarchy, Oy _—_— 
tled the Republic of France, 


| "Againſt this Apoſtacy, that threatens ſpeedy de- 

ſtruQtion to our deareſt hopes both in this life, and 
a better, various antidotes are adminiſtered in all 
the churches of Chriſtendom. Their zealous en- 
deavours are by ſome faint-hearted religioniſts, 
whoſe fearful apprehenſions ſhall be duly obviated 
in the following pages, deemed likely to prove of 
little avail, whereyer the French Anarchy, from 
which they ſuppoſe it to derive it's moſt fatal ma- 
lignity, ſhall be permitted to gain ground. A; 
that monſtrous diſſolution of all orderly and le- 
gal government is ſaid to have endeared itſelf to a 
deluded party in this country, by aſſuming 
their favourite title of Republic, let me here be 
excuſed the inſertion of an appoſite remark to ex- 
poſe the abſurdity of this aſſumption, and defend 
my aſſigning to it a more proper name, 


Not all the dire effects of miſrule and diſtrac- 
tion till raging in that wretched country, kept up, 
and inflamed the more by the impoſing brilliancy 


of 


* 1 


of it's military atchievements, have it ſeems as yet 
opened the eyes of the lawleſs ſaction juſt alluded 
to, with reſpect to the perfidy of it's falſe preten- 
ſions. A ſhort paſſage from the Politica of Ari- 
ſtotle, illuſtrated by a well adapted figure; ſhall 
ſet the frenzy of it's fallacious claim in a ſtriking 
light. Born a Macedonian, the ſagacious Stagy- 
rite felt impreſſive reaſons not to be blindly en- 
amoured of Monarchy, unlimited by good effec- 
tive laws, wiſely planned, and duly executed. He 
beheld with regret the groſs abuſes prevalent in ſe- 
veral other Grecian ſtates, and with indignation 
their impudence in miſcalling themſelves Ariſto- 
craciess He had raſhly entertained a better opi- 
nion of thoſe, where: the ſupreme power was, by 
an undue latitude of expreſſion, declared to reſide 
in the people al large, VUndeceived by experience, 
when the free expoſition of his abhorrence of cer» 
tain popular prejudices, and the baſeneſs of the 
ringleaders of contending factions, who. cheriſhed, 
when they might have checked the growing evils, 
had inflamed againſt him both the Sovereign Mob, 
and. it's profligate flatterers ; he ſaw his life in ex- 
treme danger. He thought it high time to eſ- 
cape the doom of the . moſt illuſtrious members 
of the wofully corrupt Athenian Commonwealth. 
He fled to Chalcis. He diſdained to be the de- 
nizen of a ſtate ſo notoriouſly perverted from it's 
boaſted: merci He abjured it's long- 
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relprcted claim to a title; upon which the ſhame- 
leſs -venality and proſligacy of their unprincipled 


rulers concurred no leſs than the favage fury of an 
inperious populace to caſt a foul diſhonour. He 
aſſetted it might as properly be applied to an aſ- 
ſemblage of the moſt ferocious kinds ot wild 
beaſts in 4 ſoreſt. In no point did the reſem- 
blance fail. In one it was remarkably exact. No 
peactable or permanent eſtablſiſnment of common 
concen could. ee Aa RY om 


61 1 2 the del babes, hs 
retained yet uncorrupt the natural feelings of 
humanity were united for the ſucceſs of a wiſe and 
_ juſt reform of a government ſo miſerably ill-· ad- 
miniſtered. as that of the French Monarchy, moſt 
painfully. muſt we now- concur in deploring the 
atrocious conſequences of a revolution, the conduct 
dal which fell into the hands of the vileſt wretches 
that ever cliſgraced the name of Patriot, or Aſſer- 
tor, of the rights of man. What muſt the temper 
of that mind. be, which can fail to ſympathiſewith 
our general conſternation, in viewing ſo; large 2 
portion of mankind driven to abjure at once all 
reverence for the authority, not of an earthly only, 
but of a heavenly Sovereign? Wich various de- 
grees of horror, no doubt, every virtuous; every 
pious breaſt has fek the ſhock, but not all, by the 
grace of God, wich thoſe deſperate emotions of 
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melancholy, which are exhibited by many a felf- 
tormented' zealot, who thus plainly Tea? an 
„ 007 


2 e cueſtionable e oft 
accompany theſe exhibitions of extreme deſpon- 
dency.— Is the object of their timid apprehenſion 
the danger threatened againſt the permanency of 
thoſe truths, which the word of God is well un- 
derſtodd to enforce throughout, as of prime ne- 
eeſſity to regulate firſt our moral conduct, and 
then our conſequent hopes and fears ?—Ts not 
their concern ſo entirely devoted to the ſtability of 
certain human ordinances, 'and diſputed modes of 
faith, that it precludes all attention to the former, 
as of little moment in compariſon ?—Or is not 
their alarm, at a ſuppoſed approaching failure of 
reſpect for the ſaid mere modes which are by them 
eſteemed the whole eſſence of religion ?—lIs their 
zeal for the perpetuity of abuſes ſuppoſed to be 
connected with the ſaid ordinances, 
whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, rightly applied, and 
properly defended by the parable of the Tares, 
eaſt into the field of good corn, and difficult, when 
both are grown up together, to be ſafely extirpat- 
ed ?—Upon theſe queries a little light is attempt- 
ed to be thrown in the following chapters. Others 
decur to the mind of the Writer, of which it 
would ill become him to hazard a direct ſolution, 
0 theſe mala bene paſila, as they are called, we 


perhaps 


perhaps, may wiſh, but can we reaſonably ſoon ex- 
pect to ſee our fincerely revered eſtabliſhments in 
Church and State legally, and without convulſions, 
diſencumbered ?—Have any well-adapted reme- 
dies for theſe evils been hitherto propoſed ?— Is 
this the proper ſeaſon for applying them ? Or is 
not this poſition of all impartial men the moſt ad- 
miſſible: that the moſt likely means to reach the 
root of the malady has been unexplored as yet, 
or purpoſely diſregarded on all ſides, however 
preſſing the neceſſity may be for their full and free, 
though temperate and equitable diſcuſſion ? 


a Far from preſaging, as ſome preſumed reli- 
gious, but perhaps rather political bigots common» 
ly affect (not in this ſingle point alone, at-uniſan 
with the profeſſed unbelieving tribes) the ap- 
proaching downſal, or extirpation of Chriſtianity, 
et us remain firmly perſuaded that the lamentable 
outcries of the affrighted pietiſt, and the ſhort- 
- bved exultation of the petulant fool, who, contends 
in, vain to“ /ay in bis heart, there is no God,“ 
ſhall at an awful period, not far diſtant, nay at the 
next, moment preſent to the youngeſt healthieſt 
individual now alive, be declared to have been the 
ſuggeſtions of a weak diſtempered brain. They 
will affuredly, when the counſels of heaven ſhall be 
more diſtinctly revealed to eyes no longer mortal, 
be diſcerned to be as contradictory to ſound rea- 
ſon, as they are to the word of God himſelf, an- 
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religion, of that rock, the firm "foundations bf 
which are ſo immoveable; that not (Twas d.) all 
the aſſaults of Death and Hell, ſhall overthrow 
them to the end of time. The divine ſanctions, 
given to it's: truth, by our Saviour himſelf,” were 
alone ſufficient to maintain it's run bana 
DP" = ever pgs ries 5 


2 > Many dd — A an Oe 
Providence enabled the ſacred Palm to expand it- 
ſelf the more, under the extreme preſſure of the 
direſt exceſſes of Pagan fury. Let me here call 
your attention to a type, or aid to a faint concep- 
tion of a bleſſed future event, of which the exiſtent 
ſtate of the world, moral and religious, now pre- 
ſents no near proſpect to the drooping fpirits f 
many a good and true believer. For evet memo- 
rable was the glorious iſſue of the tenth, or exter- 
minating perſecution, as it was ſtiled, under Dio- 
cleſian; with the aſtoniſhing circumſtances and ef- 
fects. of which, the unlearned reader may be not 
at all acquainted. At that diſaſtrous æra, the 
light of the goſpel appeared, for a few years, to be 
doomed to à ſpeedy extinction. Little was it 
then ſuſpected that this portentous gloom was hut 
prepatatory to a brighter day, ordained to laſt to 
all ſucceeding ages. The dreadfulleſt exceſſes of 
inſult, outrage, torture, maſſacre, inflicted upon 
* confeſſors of Chriſt, which according to Eu- 


ſcbius, 


| 121 
ſebius, an unexceptionable eye witneſs exceeded 
all his moſt painful efforts of deſcription, proved, 
in the language of modern philofophy, the acci- 
dental, but in that of rational piety, the providen- 
tial cauſe of it's rapidly ſur mounting the fierceſt 
of it's aſtoniſned foes, and receiving 2 
greater acceſſion of ſtrength from their deſperate 


attacks than from the nine preceding perſecutions. 
In vain did Maximian, the obſequious inſtrument 


of hatred, and adopted colleague of the mercileſs 
emperor, boaſt that by their joint efforts they had 
utterly deſtroyed the very name of Chriſtianity, 
and reſtored for ever their athieſtical ſuperitition, 
or avowed irreligion upon it's ruins. In vain did 
they proclaim this impious vaunt in all parts of the 
empire, in Spain, in Italy, in Gaul, in Britain. Of 
this preſumptuous boaſt memorials are yet extant 
in ſeveral antique inſcriptions, in different parts of 
| Spain. | A 162451 LIN Brut 


Never was the Supreme overruling hand more 
viſible: than it was in defeating their & counſels 
againſt the Lord and his anointed.” It was pre- 
eiſely at that critical period that our holy faith ac- 
quired that invincible ſtrength and ſtability; which 
not all the malice and violence of unprincipled 
potentates, not even the more deleterious errors 
and vices of Chriſtian prieſts, or the mad enthu- 
ſiaſm of their followers have ſince effentially 
ſhaken. Then did the newly reerected altars of 
| Pagan 


141 
pagan idolatry as ſuddenly; crumble into duſt, ne- 
ver to riſe again. Let the bleſſed event that 
ſucceeded theſe tranſient horrors be preſent to our 
undiſturbed recollection. There expreſsly pre · 
figured let us now, with ſoothing comfort and te- 
viving hope contemplate the ſerene termination oſ 
the Gallic hurricane, that ſtill convulſes half the 
globe. Shall the frantic menace loudly echoed 
of-annihilating all the evidence of eſtabliſned truth, 
all the beſt approved laws of order and good go- 
vernment, perſuade one pious, one loyal friend 
ol either, that heaven will permit the faithleſs laws 
leſs crew finally to prevail in expunging both for 
ever, as obſolete and unprofitable? What are the 
high-ſounding promiſes which they have the au · 
dacity to hold forth, as pledges and ſecurities for 
their permanent integrity, and good- will to man · 
kind? Univerſal peace, equal rights, general hap- 
pineſs. Will the Lord, that“ fruſtrateth the to- 
kens of the liars,” not laugh them to ſcorn ? 
Will not the havoc, wrongs and wretchedneſs they 
have produced, and are ſtill producing, undeceive 
their paſſionate admirers ? The intereſted abettors 
of Anarchy themſelves muſt begin ſoon to ſee 
conviction crowd. in upon them from all quarters, 
that it's penal \ diſſolution cannot be 1 tar none 
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in the very clements, or plaineſt firſt principles of | 
the faith he profefics, an inconteſtible warrant for 
a confident expectation that ſome great and per- 
manent future: good ſhall ariſe from the preſent 
deplorable extremes of tranſient evil... Let this 
conſideration inſpirit him to anticipate a re- eſta - 
bliſhed and peaceable order of things, ſecretly ad- 
vaneing to maturity, and unforeſeen perfection. 
An inviſible hand is dire ing alike the. ſcif<deſtruc- 
tive licence of the Libertine, and rage of the An- 
archiſt, on the one ſide, and the blind obſtinacy of 
the Bigot, and the adorer of Deſpotiſm, and of all 
eltabliſhed abuſes on the other, to a. beneficent 
purpoſe. They are both, we truſt, the uncon- 
ſcious inſtruments of a mereiful Providence, to 
accelerate an improved and renovated ſyſtem, 
upon which it is not given to any human under- 
ſtanding to ſpeculate exactly, being ſuch as ** eye 
*.hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath it yet en- 

tered into the heart * man Oy: to conceive. 


* 


In a faſtidious reader of either deſcription ſuch 
ſentiments as theſe will not meet with the ſlight⸗ 

eſt ſympathy, and will of courſe be honoured with 
their marked reprobation, A more impartial 
tritic will allow them to be not improperly intro- 
duktory to the purport of the following enlatge⸗ 

ment of an unfiniſhed work. —It is prepared, 
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with ſomewhat" better proſpect of fucceſs; from 
more dehberate  exertions, to encounter the 
ſwarms of infidel declaimers, whoſe harſh diſſo- 
nance is perhaps leſs grating to the ear in the 
baſeſt haunts of vulgar intercourſe, than it is of. 
fenſive to the nobleſt emotions of the heart, in 
many of thoſe, which a civil miſnomer ſtiles the 
politer ' circles, where a lawleſs Licence, and un- 
bluſhing Ignorance, are aiming ' perpetually to 
diſcredit, and laugh out of countenance all fixed 
principles moral or religious, where'a diſgraceful 
ridicule is caſt upon the once reſpected titles of 
Chriſtian, of Philoſopher, of Patriot, of Friend 
of our excellent, (though not unimprovable) Bris 
tiſh Conſtitution in Church and State. It has in- 
dicated expreſsly the ſource of their looſe and im- 
pious tenets. It has grounded that imputation 
upon the authority of Reaſon as well as upon Scrip- 
ture. It has evinced them to ſpring from their 
ungodly lifts. It has declared their averſion to 
be manifeſted alike to natural as to revealed reli- 
gion, in ſpite of their loud aſſeycrations to the 
contrary,  ſelf-contradifted by their viſible impa+ 
tience to endure the reſtraints en by either. 


£ The Writer, though unwilling to provoke,..is 
compelled to incur alſo. the. expected diſpleaſure 
of certain adverſaries not leſs outrageouſly reproach» 
ful. The bigotted diſparagers of all human rea- 


ſoning upon religious ſubjects will paſſionately con- 


demn 
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demn his recommending -to the clergy 6f the 
rifing generation, the freeſt exerciſe of their men- 


tal faculties, in the critical ſcrutiny of their un- 


ſound arguments, adduced to prove that any o 
thoſe perplexing doctrines, which appear to have 
never yet been intelligibly expounded, can with- 
out an inſult to common ſenſe be deemed a fun- 
damental part of what we equally at leaſt with 
them revere, and more conſiſtently call a divine re- 
pelation. Their moſt violent invectives will be 
againſt his venturing, to propoſe what he eſteems 
the ſole unequivocal teſt of a fundamental article 
of faith—It's being eſſentially connected with 
purity of manners, and integrity of heart—it's 
tending neceſſarily to confirm our belief in the 
certainty of a future judgment, of a reward after 
death to the righteous, of puniſhment to the 1 (9 
fan and of mercy to the tene now 


+ 


- Uncompliant indeed to the auch of a 
gance, which they pretend in vain to ſet us, while 
they ſtray infinitely beyond the ken of human ap- 
prehenſion, in what they affett to call the only 
true mode of © preaching Cbriſt, he has rather 
choſen to conform himſelf to the perfect pattern 
delivered to us by our Bleſſed Maſter himſelf, in 
his admirable diſcourſe upon the mount, which 
was expreſsly adapted to correct the falſe prejudices, 
which the ignorant multitude of his countrymen 
had been taught to conceive, - with reſpect to the 


= doctrines, 
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an apdicace. he, utteted not. ſentence tending to 
S ou¹d vat more What he Hund already milcras 
bly, confuſed, Hg impatted throughout the clear+ 
6l&/light and, appravement to their underſtanding, 
—— ny bee 
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+ The 
ing the goſpel was punRually followed by his im- 
mediate. Apoſtles. The mode we knou, that, was 
applied by St. Paul, to expound and inculcate che 


faich of Chriſt to the corrupt Jewiſh Governor 
Feli: He naaſimad of, righteouſachs, temperance 
anda judgment to come. How.gvidendy, how 
eſſentially was his mei different from that now 
in uſe among the vehement declaimers of a con- 
tentious ef, who having /epore/ed themſelves 
from our church, on account of our love of peace 
and hatmony, perſiſt in ſpreading through the na; 
non a prepoſterous reproogh, againſt it, as be- 
Wt win means "FOE given. to. N 
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intentions.” — biptbeds) 
volene Apoſtle to the Romans. Let us decline 
impoſing, peremptorily, or till we thoroughly un- 
——— — 
our on ſentiments or phraſes upon them. Only 
this we may fairly aſſert, that theirs muſt appear 
to us mere phraſes, without ſentiments, until they 
cin cnplain them intelligibly. In the mean time 
the conſtant tenor of their ſpeeches will juſtiſy aur 
aſſertion that they have no right notion of che ge» 
dune ſpirit of  the-religion they- profeſs 5 ſince i 
their mode of expounding the peculiar doctrines 
of the goſpel, nenen 
. 


. — 
failing fund of ſatis faction, = hoe no nb 
of depreſſing reaſon, will be found of all the gifts 
of heaven the beſt adapted to inform, to improve. 
and exalt it. nn men, whole minds are. 
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warped to their diſmal bias cannot eaſily be 
brought- to refign themſelves to the happy in- 
fluence of this gloom - diſpelling principle: that all 
its moſt important ſaving truths are plain and 
level to all capacities. It is this alone that can in- 
ſpire us uniſormly to ſanQify to ir's proper uſe all our 
knowledge, ſecular or ſpiritual, which if applied to 
no beneficial purpoſe in life, however proudly it 
may puff us up, edifieth not, partaketh not 
of wiſdom, piety or charity, of any religious or 
moral excellence; it is really of little worth. 
Whether after all, the firſt Sketch of this Addreſs 
has utterly eſcaped the notice of either of the op- 
poſite, but equally ſelf· confuted diſputants above 
alluded to, the Writer has had little opportunity 
to inquire. But he begs leave to mention the 
effect produced in his mind by the reception it 
has met with from readers happily quite diſſimilar 
from both, by the concurrent liberal commenda- 
tion, which all the beſt-approved Reviewers of 
new publications, without a ſingle exception, have 
thought fit to beſtow upon a tract of ſuch ſlight 
pretenſions, flattering to no party, but in ſome 


9 — 4 freely imputing blame to all. 

An applauſe from different quarters, Nan 
ſurpaſſing his humble expectation, impelled him 
to a more careful and ſtrict examination of a haſty 
performance, that iſſued ſolely from his on im- 
mediate ſenſe of the moral and religious aſpect of 
8 b the 
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the times, and ſome- diſguſt at many injudicious 
exhibitions of it, proceeding from inconſiſtent 
principles. Deſirous to render it more worthy of 
the approbation ſo honourably conferred upon it, 
he felt hiinſelf encouraged to complete the deſign 
he had traced for a work, the defective execution 
of which was painfully perceived by himſelf, though 
in conſideration perhaps of it's obvious tendency, 
uncenſured by his diſcerning literary judges. - This 
freſh exertion was ſoon interrupted, and hitherto. 
rendered ineffective by the troublous circumſtances 
of our national affairs, Theſe have ſince occupied 
ſo entirely the attention of the public, and ſo natu- 
rally cooperated with the force inertly ſtrong of 
an indolent period of life, that it's ſtruggling now 
againſt theſe ready pleas for inactivity may be 
juſtly allowed to have no other motive ſo. cogent 
as a deſire to be found at the cloſe of a long pil- 
grimage, (neither weary nor unpleaſant, but 
thankfully, hopefully {till protracted,) diſcharging 
with his beſt abilities, that duty to the gracious 
Giver of all bleſſings, which he has moſt at heart. 


The preſent ſtate of all public concerns, though 
apparentiy pointing to a ſerener peaceful ſeaſon, 
precludes all near expectancy that his ſtill ſmall 
voice can poſſibly obtain a hearing, amid the fer- 
ment of conflicting paſſions, the exultations of un- 
paralleled victories, and the ces of ſignal diſ- 
R or that notice can probably be conveyed, 
2457 through 
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through a ſew kind ſurviving friends, that theſe, 
his '* more laft' words,” have been liſtened to, 
with the ſame indulgence as the former. He has 
nevertheleſs, upon two accounts, been induced to 
arrange the reſult of his thoughts, which have at 
intervals occurred, for giving an ampler ſcope to 
his unfiniſhed plan. He is beginning now to en- 
tertain a clearer expectation than has been allowed 
for ſome years paſt that the general diſquietude of 
ſpirit from national dangers too juſtly apprehended, 
and diftrefſes too impatiently endured, will ere long, 
by the mercy of a Providence, inviſible ſtill to in- 
fidels and libertines, be diſpoſed to ſubſide. We 
may then be the better inclined to attend to «the 
things that belong to our laſting and righteous co- 
venant of peace. We may be more at leifure to 
turn our diſtracted thoughts to our trueſt intereſts 
ina life, where the joys are ſolid, pure and perma- 
nent, where terror, ſorrow, fin, the ſting of death, 
and death itſelf ſhall diſquiet them no more for 
ever. * 0 19 ; Sort £777 
+ 1:23 i | x | 1 
An additional indueement conſpired with this 
fond hope of a favourable change in our national 
character, in urging him to ſet his hand again to 
the work. This was the obliging ſuggeſtion of a 
ſincere friend, with reſpect to certain points, 
which could not be completely unfolded in the 
brief compendium, or firſt edition of this work. 
They were liable, he faid, to objection, from 
Anus 10 the 
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the miſtakes of prejudiced or ſuperficial readers. 
« He indeed underſtood their purport well he 
approved chem entirely, as the Author was al- 
«ways wont, without reſerve, explicitly to deliver 
them, in private conſerence. The ſubjetts 
were the following : the neceſſity of allowing a 
latitude, in the interpretation of eſtabliſhed articles 
of Subſcription, and even of Scripture itſelf; the 
prudent control of an honeſt zeal for what is call. 
ed Reform or Innovation. The preſent conduct, 
principles and views of the Diſſenters of all 
denominations, the lateſt eſpecially, moſt virulent 
and encreaſing ſect. It was the wiſh of many 
of his reſpected friends that he would be mind- 
ful of the promiſe they had obtained from him, 
to treat more largely in the plan he was about 


to fulfil, of the groſs calumnies, the Methodiſts 


abſurdly vent againſt the regular Clergy. They 

deſired him to recollect his regret at the ill ſuc- 
ceſs of his own urgency with his late excellent 
friend, Dr. Balguy, upon the expediency of his 
filling up the outlines he had drawn for com- 
pleting his admirable Tract, © Divine Benevolence 
aſſerted.” Failure of ſight, alas! prevented it, 
Happily no failure had he to plead in his caſe. 


To theſe flattering expreſſions of good-will, 
daſhed with ſome imputation of ſlackneſs, he can 
only ſay in return, that with a natural antipathy 
(increaſed, if poſſible,) to diſpute, and faculties 

more 
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more upon the wane than a partial friend is willing 
to ſuppoſe, he has here made a iceble effort to 
comply with the laſt injunction, probably with the 
leſs reluctance, from his being ſenſible of his near 
approach to that bourn, beyond which no ſound of 
controverſy can ever reach him. ; 119.07 
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CHAPTER 1 


Subjett— Manner of treating it—Preſent 
Occaſion of this Addreſs. 


SECTION L 
\  Introduftion to the Sullject. 


M ly reſpecled young Priends, 


ALLOW an aged brother to eh 
duce this affectionate Addreſs to 
you, upon a concern highly intereſt» 
ing to us all, in the aſual. farm, which 
the temper of the times has not quite 
antiquated yet, with a text of Scripture ; 
« They told you there ſhould be mockers, in 
the laſt time, walking after their own un- 

B godly 


[2 7 
gadly luſts.*" A time there was, it ſeems, 
when ſobriety of thought, of ſpeech and 
conduct, was, in all profeſſions, ranks 
and ftations, held requiſite to obtain re- 
ſpect. It was foretold by the ſacred wri- 
ters that a deplorable change, in ſenti- 
ments, diſcourſe and manners, ſhould 
ſucceed ; a time ſhould come, when in- 
creaſing inſolence and licentiouſneſs 
would impel men to deride what had al- 

ways before been moſt revered. 


How far is the prediction, beyond 
all former ages, fulfilled at this day? 
Thoſe only are entitled to reſolve this 
queſtion, who have previouſly acquired 
Juſt conceptions of the characters, mo- 
ral and religious, of former periods; 
who have fairly ſcrutinized what is ex- 
hibited of them, in the moſt approved 
traditions, and authentic records- of an- 
cient and modern hiſtory; who have 
diſcrimination and eandour 
to judge how far the preſent lamented 
ſtatements are impartial, and conſiſtent 
with truth, or exaggerated, and' ill- 


Jude, ver. 18. 


grounded ; 


„„ 
grounded ; whether the inſtances alledg- 
ed of the rapid increaſe of irreligion and 
moral depravity in fact exceed their worſt 
extremes, in times of reputed greater pu- 
rity ; or whether the evils reported to be 
now moſt prevalent may not be com- 
penſated by a greater proportion of 
good, either preſent or in proſpect, to 
which they may be rendered aptly in- 
troductory. Theſe are points upon which 
it becomes us not to pronounce a haſty 
ſentence, determined by the fallible evi- 
dence of prejudiced relators. Their va- 
rious eſtimates, it is ineumbent on the ri- 
gorous felf-conſtituted cenſors of the 
preſent times to render themſelves qua- 
lified with matured reflection, to cor- 
rect, by compariſon, firſt, with each other, 
and then with the deliberate reſult of 
their -own | oblervation and judgment 
upon the conduct and maxims prevail- 
ing in the world at large. To the re- 
marks of ſuch perſons, (where haply ſuch 
may be found) not diſgracefully drawn, 
by party-bias, into ratling accuſation or 
flattering panegyric, great deference is 
due. In proportion as they are ground- 
ed upon well examined and eftabliſhed 
B 2 facts, 


E 4 4 
ſafts, they will deſerve, they muſt com- 


mand, our ſerious and reſpectſul no- 
F 


From the concurrent teſtimony, then, 
of the moſt judicious obſervers, this wo- 
ful information is too clearly verified :— 
That among thoſe, who in all compa- 
nies affect moſt to obtrude themſelves 
as leaders of the public taſte and ſenti- 
ments, the ordinary tenor of diſcourſe 
moſt currently countenanced, is by a 
barefaced impiety, now rendered odious 
and painful to all who retain ſome de- 
gree of moral ſenſe, and ſobriety of 
thought. From thefe diſtinguiſhed chief- 
tains of libertiniſm, upon whoſe lack of 
modeſty appears to be founded their po- 
tent claim to rule the faſhion of com- 
mon converſation, in too many cireles 
eſpecially, which the courteſy of the 
town is pleaſed to ſtile polite, or good 
company; from theſe it is that has been 
traced the contagion of openly profeſſed 
infidelity, communicated firſt to the baſer 
tribes of their fond admirers, and de- 
ſcending. rapidly from theſe to their mi- 
mic attendants, and down from thence 

| to 


( 5] 
to characters of like atrocity in all the 
loweſt ranks of the community. 


What ſhall we ſuppoſe to be the chief 
incitement to a practice manifeſtly re 
pugnant to reaſon, decency, and every ol 
nerous principle in our nature? To 
what intent are theſe deriders ſtriving 
to undermine the foundation of all good 
morals, and bring religion into diſere- 
dit? The Apoſtle plainly points it out, 
It is that they may quench the internal 
light, which an offended conſcience caſts 
on their known depravity, may deaden 
the ſenſe of it's unwelcome-admonitions : 
it is that they may wall ſecure from cen- 


ſure, after their own ungodly luſts: it is that 


they may keep their diſſolute manners 


and diſgraceful characters in counte- 
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» VARIOUS have been the ntbtptaciy 
wiſe and gbod men to ſubdue this frenzy 
of impiety. The moſt ardent champions 
of our faith have expreſſed, in a laudable 
Rrain of indignant eloquence, their na- 
tural feelings, and juſt reſentment of 
an inſult, as highly injurious to man as 
affrontive to God. It's aſſaults have been 
alſo repelled, with equal ſpirit, but more 
queſtionable effect, by Madre the 
weight of ſolid arguments, with the 
pointed ſhafts of wit, and retorting upon 
them their own weapons of ſcorn and 
ridicule. May we reaſonably hope that 
a calm and ſerious expoſtulation will 
be admitted as the moſt properly ap- 
plicable to reclaim a criminal of this 
enormity? Can it have any conſiderable 
efficacy in putting a check to this out- 
rageous licence, which threatens to de- 


ſtroy 
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ſtroy dur deareſt hopes of ——ů— 
this life, aud in the life 6 to cone?” 


ve muſt cbnſels it has voss to 10 
thus gently treated. Nevertheleſs, per- 
mit your preſent Addreſſer to/ aſſure 
you, chat ſome reflection upon the ex- 
perience of a long liſe, in a great part 
affording him much opportunity of 
forming an extenſive bg wah 
what the faſhion allows: theſe arrogan 
gentry excluſively to ſtile be World thas 
convinced him, that the method of treat- 
ment recommended has frequently a 
chance of ſucceeding with them, to a far 
better effect than either bitter invective 
or ſarcaſtic taunt. Whether, as that ſame 
world is now diſpoſed, his conviftion is 
well founded, or not, it concerns you ad- 
viſedly to conſider. That point he wiſhes 
to ſubmit to your mature judgment upon 
trial, ye ingenuous youths, in whom the 
grace of modeſty, ſupported by the dig- 
nity of a perfectly fair and decent cha- 
rater, with natural talents, properly im- 
proved, will confer an acceptable power 
of mild perſuaſion, will always inſure a 
degree of attention and reſpect, even 

2 from 
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from the libertine, Which he 1s ſeldom 
ority over him is merely that of autho- 
rity; rank, or affluence. It is from thoſe 
alone amongſt you who are ſo happy 
as to anſwer this deſcription, from thoſe 
eſpecially, who have juſt entered upon the 
paſtoral office, that he flatters himſelf he 
may chance to obtain ſome notice of the 
following {light ſuggeſtions, which you 
will not utterly reject as improperly ob- 
truded by one in the n "wy Raven ma 
e + i nt 
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SE orion Ur. | 
Preſent Occafon of t this Min. | 


THE falutary ad they humbly wean 
to ſerve, you muſt allow to be peculiarly 
intereſting to us at this juncture, when a 
general alarm is induſtriouſly ſpread, that 
all ſenſe of religion is utterly extinguſh- 

ed upon the neighbouring continent, and 
exhibits, even in theſe, it's lefs culpable 
and more fayoured abodes, too viſible 


ſymptoms of it's lofing ſpeedily all it's 
| . vital 


vital energy. IS this alarm a juſt one? 
How ſhall we reſolve this query without 
offence ? Let us be content to ſay, we 
hope, we are inclined to believe, it is un- 
reaſonably aggravated, ; and that, upon 
better information, and cooler reflection, 
it will appear, our ſtartled apprehenſions 
have hurried us into concluſions, which 
our chriſtian principles ſhould bave 
taught us to diſprove, Let us recollect 
who it is that governs the world, and that 
his glorious attributes are never more 
conſpicuouſly diſplayed, than when from 
tranſient evil be educes permanent. good. 


As to the — — diſtracted ſtate of 
wretched France *, what impending 
deſtructive conſequences it's defiance of 
the vengeance of heaven, or the guilt of 
it's affrighted neighbours, appears to be 


bringing down, upon them, . baffles all 
"woe fon: fed f cladibus urbi bf confers fides Superum." 


Lucan. 

It was manifeſtly Atheiſm that preceded and brought 

on the. overthrow of the corrupt republic and liberty 

of Rome, as it has of late that of the deſpicable miſ- 

government of an enſeebled monarchy in France. 
« Ruin b it fall d, and empty Deſelation.” 

Cowrxv. 


con- 


10 
conjecture. The diſaſtrous forms of 
Anarchy, riſing from the ruins of Deſ- 
potiſm, with Infidelity trampling on the 
neck of her juſtly deteſted parent, Super- 
ſtition “, are objets of our preſent hor- 
ror and amazement; but muſt not drive 
us into deſpair of ſeeing them fade ſud- 
denly away, like the phantaſms of a fever- 
iſn dream. Theſe moſt dreaded of all 
tyrants will have their deſtined career and 
termination of miſrule (no diſtant one 
aſſigned them by that God, whoſe ſove- 
reign authority they affect ſtill to deride, 
in full ſecurity that * + heir covenant with 
death ſhall not be diſannulled, their agreement 
with hell ſhall ſtand, and that 1ohen the 
overwhelming plague ſhall paſs through 
them, they ſhall not be trodden down. Their 
refuge they have made in falſehood ; and un- 
der dectit they have thought to Tie concealed.” 
Diltraftion, extreme confuſion, and af- 
fliction, after a deceitful. and tranſient 
flow of brilliant ſucceſs will; in the hand 
of the Lord, be the inſtruments ordained - 
to reſtore them to peaceable, ri ighteous, 


See their genealogy accurately traced 1 Plurarch, 
Tit Anoiialuonay, 

+ Ia, xxviii. 18, { Ib. 15. | 
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and regular government. A juſter eſti- 


mate will, through theſe, be inculcat- 
ed, by woful experience, of the ſlender 
confidence they ſhould repoſe, for pro- 
tection from wrongs, for an eſtabliſhment 
of the rights of men, dependant” on the 
raſh and arbitrary decrees of wretches 
who can affront the ſovereignty of their 
Univerſal Parent, to whom they owe 
their being, with all it's enjoyments, 
which they ſo ungratefully abuſe. A 
recovered ſenſe of their Creator's pre- 
ſence, of their reſponſibility to him, and 
his avenging juſtice for their multiplied 
iniquities, will ſtrike reſiſtleſs evidence 
into their ſouls, that“ “ verily there is a 
God that judgeth the earth.” | 


All their adoration is now paid to the 
energy of phyſical, or ſecond cauſes, ex- 
cluſive, or in open defiance, of the Su- 

Firſt Cauſe, Will the all-wiſe 
Preſerver of the Univerſe endure his be- 
nign control of the deleterious conſe- 
quences neceffarily reſulting from this 
malignant confederacy againſt him, to be . 


' '* Palm Iviii. 11, 
long 
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long ſuſpended ? Be aſſured it is even 
now in a due courſe of preparation to en- 
force a general conviction that the ſea- 
ſon of his forbearance has it's appointed 
limit. We dare not yet pronounce that 
we can bchold it clearly marked. But 
in this we may ſafely truſt, that a period 
to his long - ſuffering of their horrid enor- 
mities will be then determined; the ac- 
cumulated vengeance, which they are 
dragging down on their devoted heads, 
will then infallibly take effect, when they 
ſhall have accompliſhed his ſalutary pur- 
poſe, of rendering them his “* ſervile 
miniſters of penal infliction upon the 
ſins of other nations, as well as of thei 

own, This we very well know, that 
He is a God who 1s not willing that any 
ſhould finally periſh, but that all ſhould come 
70. repentance :” that it is directly contra- 
dictory to his attribute of juſtice, no leſs 
than that of mercy, (however our theolo- 
gical ſyſtems may claſh with this eternal 
truth), that he ſhould ſuffer the exiſtence 
of any of his creatures to be, upon the 
whole, a curſe, and not the occaſion, or 


® Shakeſpear, - | + 2Pet. iii. 9. 
ſubject, 
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ſubject, of ſome preponderant general 
bleſſing, nay, that ſuch will univerſally 
be the event of all n evil, even to 
eee er | 

Let us pray then, with th charity and' a 
true faith, * that He will turn again and 
have compaſſion,” even upon them, © that 
He will ſubdue their iniquities, and caſt all 
their fins into the depths of the ſea,” In the 
mean time, let us reſt aſſured his mercy 
will ſoon ſhine forth, from the direſt 
extremity of their diſtreſs ; as in the regu- 
lar operations of his handmaid Nature, 
ever punctually obedient to his gracious 
laws, much apparent and partial evil is, 
by his expreſs direction, rendered ſubſer- 
vient to ſome real over-balance of abſo- 
lute and general good. Nevertheleſs, 
let us not preſume too poſitively in this, 
or in any preſent or particular caſe, that 
the immediate interpoſition of a Divine 
Superintendant either has been, » or 
ever will be, likely to take effect, in ex- 
act conformity to our expectation. How 
n alas! how N ee miſcon- 


16 Micah vii. 19. 
ceiving, 
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tions and dependencies more. intricate 
and remote from our obſer vation. Re- 
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ceiving, is the judgment of the wiſeſt of 
mortals, of what is moſt expedient, in 
matters of ſuch high concern! How 
inconſiderate, in this reſpect, how 
derogatory to the meck and humble 
ſpirit of the goſpel are the raſh aſſump- 
tions of many a ranting chriſtian ora- 
tor! 


Though the laws by which the Proyi- 
dence of God governs the movements of 
the natural world, are, in a certain de- 
gree, rendered perceptible to our facul- 
ties, are determinate and regular, as well as 
general, it is but little we can inveſtigate 
thoroughly, can really know; however 
much we boaſt, we dream of knowing. 
But of his moral government the laws 
are infinitely more inſcrutable, it's connec- 


velation alone points out and opens to 
the eyes of faith, a future completion of 
his moral plan, in another ſtate of exiſt. 
ence, to which all the promiſcuous 
events of the preſent ſtate bear a conſtant 
reference. We here moſt feelingly ex- 
perience that a plentiful diffuſion of 

6 ke | good 
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© is daſhed with a great admixture 
of evil. In our inadequate eſtimation, the 
latter is too often apparently, with re- 
gard to individuals, though erroneouſly, 
in reſpect to the whole human race, ima- 
gined to outweigh the ſormer. 


This perplexing phenomenon, ſo pain- 
fully enforced upon our anxious reflec- 
tion, we impatiently wiſh, we piouſly 
pray, that we may ſee compenſated by 
ſuperior good. We declare our confi- 
dent aſſurance that we ſhall, one day, 
clearly recognize, that we do, even now, 
with the teleſcopic aid of chriſtian hope, 
actually behold the, promiſes of a righte- 
gus God completely realized. From 
wiſdom not celeſtial, the accompliſhment 
of theſe our wiſhes, prayers, aſſurances, 
muſt remain, in proportionate degrees, 
ſtill unrevealed. In the intermediate in- 
terval, how are our weak and wavering 
minds affected? Now preſumptuous, 
then deſponding, {till diſſatisfied, we an- 
ticipate the decrees of Heayen in our 
favour, we invoke it's vengeance on the 
objects of our reſentment. How diſcord- 
ant to our expectations are the ſeenes 

which 
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which it preſents to our view in real life ! 
We miſtruſt it's impartiality, we impeach , 
it's wiſdom, we arraign it's juſtice, This 
ſurely is not the language of thy child- 
ren, O“ Eternal“ Father of Lights, from 
whom every good, and every perfett gift 
cometh down , without vartableneſs, or ſhadow 
of turning.” Reſigned, and with unſhaken 
truſt ever looking up to Thee, in their 
afflitions their humble voice they never 
vary. It is the Lord, let => to what | 
feemeth him _ 


But ſhould we for a moment be un- 
mindful that the preſent increaſing inſo- 
lence of infidelity, and the lamented low 
eſtate of religion, are alike under theſecret 
control of his Providence; ſhould we'be 
tempted to repine at his delay in bringing 
order out of confuſion, let us liſten, firſt, 
to the haſty ſtrain of difidence and com- 
plaint uttered by the royal Pſalmiſt, and 
then to his ſudden correction of it, by 


returning piety and reſignation. © I ua 
envious at the Fool! iſh, when 1 Jaw the An. 


James i. 17, 1 Sam. iii. 18. f Pſ. Ixxxiil. 
Sody 


=o 
godly in ſuch proſperity ; and 'T'faid * Then 
have I cleanſed my beurt in vain, and waſbed iny 
hands in innoceney:' for all the day long have 
I been plagued ; and ichaſtened every morning. 
When I thought to underſtand this, it was 
too painful fur me.” So fooliſh uus I, and ä | 
ignorant, even at a beaſt before thee :\ until - = 
I vent into the ſandiuary of God; then un- 
der flood I the end of theſe mem: namely, how 
thou oſt Jet them in fps phras, ge 
them down, and deſtroyeſt ibem. O how ſud- 
denly do they come to a fearfid end, and 
vaniſh even as u dream, when" one batte 2 
Thus leaving all judgment to him, who 
alone judgeth righteouſiy, you hear the 
late repining murmurer, even in the ſame 
breath, exclaim, with a fervor” of devo- 
tion: 1 abide ' continually by thee : thou 
holdeſt me by -my right Hand, and ſhalt re- 
ceive me into glory.” Let. it not be ſaid, 
my pious and virtuous young friends; 
(for it is to you alone that I am ſpeak- 

ing), that a lewiſn king, of morals far 
from irreproachable, was inſpirited with 

a firmer, a more conſiſtent faith and 

truſt in God's word, than an Engliſh 

Proteſtant Clergyman. 

0 


The 
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The troublous aſpe& of religious, mo- 
ral and political concerns, which of late 
years has been preſented to your pain- 
ful reflection, in the moſt enlightened re- 
gions of this lower world, has indeed been 
full of terrors, has exhibited effects, which 


threaten, for a ſpace, to prove ſtill hoſ- 


tile to the deareſt intereſts of humanity in 
general. Yet particularly, in regard to 
that nation itſelf, which we are taught to 
conſider as utterly deſtitute of all good 
principle, as the very centre of infidelity 
and profligacy, as irrecoverably given 
up to © ſtrife, confuſion, and every evil 
work,” it behoves you to be better ad- 
viſed than to renounce all hope of bet- 
ter things, even for them. We have 
certain information, that. the congrega- 
tions of the Theophilanthropes *, lately 
formed in Paris, are already ſurprizingly 
multiplied. In temples conſecrated to 
the Father of the Univerſe, adoration is 
paid at ſtated intervals, with prayer, 
thankſgiving, and hymns of praiſe, Lec- 
tures theological, as well as moral, are 
conſtantly delivered at theſe aſſemblies; 


* In 1797. 
and 
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and the love of God, their kindred, their 
country, of all mankind, is enforced, ' 
not from temporal motives alone, but 
from thoſe allo of an eternal concern. 
In a nation ever frivolous, moſt opinia- 
tive, and at once incorrigibly verſatile, 
we are not ſurprized to find a mode of 
worſhip, raiſed upon the wreck of all re- 
ligious eſtabliſhments, and profeſſing the 
moſt perfect ſimplicity, to be yet abound - 
ing, at every aſſembly, with various in- 
conſiſtencies, and disfigured by puerilities, 
manifeſtly tending to cheriſh, in the 
* Badauds amateurs du ſpectacle, a demand 
for a ſucceſhon. of new-fangled ſuperſti · 
tious rites, as nen as my * 
have aboliſhed. 


It in from Chriſtianity they derive all 
that is valuable in their ſyſtem, while they 
ungratefully ſpurn it's divine ſanctions. 
Never doubt their recurring inſenſibly to 
embrace anew theſe rejected ſanctions, 
as the beſt ſecurity for their firm eſta- 
bliſhment, without wavering in the belief 
of the exiſtence of the ſuperintending Pro- 


* Cockneys, fond of forws, we ſay in Engliſh. 
| C2 vidence 
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vidence of God, of anever-preſent Witneſs 
and Judge, to whom we are accountable 
for all our thoughts, and words and 
actions. The collifion of jarring tenets, 
in their falſe philoſophy, vill itſelf ſtrike 
forth light, will be their conductor to a 
conviction of the invaluable benefit, 
the extreme exigency of a goſpel from 
heaven, to inculcate the doctrine of the 
immortality of the human ſoul, it's ſub- 
jection, in this ſtate of diſcipline, to va- 
rious degrees of good and evil, natural 
and moral, and to conſequent rewards 
and puniſhments, to be regularly diſ- 
penſed, in a better life to come, after a 
{ſhort probation here. On theſe points, 
we are told, they reaſon, with an entire 
freedom from control, or interference of 
the civil power. Do they reaſon, indeed? 
Shame on them if they perſiſt in reaſon- 
ing without inquiring alſo. If their eyes 
are actually open, and eager in the ſearch 
of truth, depend upon it they will not 
long be obſtinately bent on vacancy. 
After many a deſperate ſtruggle, and 
relapſe into groundleſs doubts, vill they 
not experience that no ſecurity is left 
for unbleſt feet on their incongruous 


and 
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and contradictory ſyſtems, upon which, 
(however they may obtain, by turns, a 
kind of negative aſſent, or indiſtinct ap- 
plauſe), no ſolid underſtanding. has ever 
yet found reſt ? | 


In attempting to vindicate the un- 
changeable perſections, which they, by 
fits, attribute, “ TO THE UNKNOWN 
GOD,” the object of their preſent wor- 
ſhip, deplorably intermitted, though now 
apparently renewed, it 1s -not credible 
they ſhould long fail to diſcern the ur- 
gent neceſſity of a recourſe to the moſt 
ancient and authentic records of the diſ- 
penſations of God to man. Of a crea- 
ture formed after the image of the Deity, 
good, amiable and holy,“ how loſt, to 
death devote t, what account will their 
unaſſiſted Reaſon pretend to give? 
When their experienced inability to re- 
ſolve this difficult queſtion ſhall have 
led them, probably for the firſt time, 
ſeriouſly to caſt an attentive eye upon 
thoſe ſacred ſcriptures, how will they be 
aſtoniſhed to find, that what the wilful 


Acts xvii. 23. 
+ Milton, a 
blindneſs 
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blindneſs of their unbelieving ſophiſts, 
what the perverſe ingenuity, or frantic 
arrogance of enthuſiaſts have ſtudioufly 
rendered dark, perplexed, and comfort- 
leſs, has, by all theſe, been © toreſted unto 
their own deſtruction, by a defect of ſound 
learning, and of all fixed principles. 
What they have of late profeſſed to adopt, 
as their only ſolid and admiſſible tenets, 
they muſt wiſh to ſee more generally re- 
ceived. Of this they can have no ſurer 
proſpect, than by a direct appeal, for a 
certain teſt of their truth, to their con- 
formity to the revealed word of God. 
One advantage they will then derivefrom 
the claim they will aſſume of abſolute 
independence, and diſregard of the con- 
trol of human authority, in their mode 
of underſtanding and expounding it. 
This muſt lead to an impartial examina- 
tion of that holy word; and that will aſ- 
furedly diſcloſe to them a full diſcovery 
and conviction, that all which appertains 
to their guidance, in the purfuit of their 
temporal and eternal intereſts, is there ſo 
clearly diſcernible, * + har be oc han me 


A2 Pet. i. . 
+ Habbakuk il 2. 
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readeth 11.” To the defence and perma- 
nent eſtabliſhment of theſe ſalutary truths, 
they will become ſenſible of what great 
moment are the ſanctions of the goſpel of 
Chriſt: they will acknowledge them at 
laſt, as being alone perfectly adequate to 
the office of becoming our infallible in- 
ſtructors how to walk, with fear and hope, 
as in the preſence of God, as joyfully 
and thankfully reſigned to the gracious 
Providence of him, who has promiſed, 


and alone is always able, to overcome 
evil wich good. 


let us hope, ere long, to recognize, 
in the chaſtized and amended ſtate, even 
of the moſt diſtracted region of mad pro- 
faneneſs and miſrule, the all-controlling 
hand of that unerring Providence, di- 
recting it's benign, though dreadful in- 
ſtruments to ſpeed and eſtabliſh genuine 
religion and legal government. May 


it's national conſtitution, Jong fruitful of 


calamities and crimes, unheard of hither- 
to in the hiſtory of mankind, after it 
ſhall have completed it's appointed ſeries 
of reforms, (or changes for the worſe,) be 
ee at length to ſettle in a ſtate of 
permanent 


„ 


permanent order and tranquillity. May 
it experience, with a grateful awe, the 
wiſdom of that merciful diſpenſation, 
which has purified it's infected atmo- 
ſphere, by a ſucceſſion of dreadful hurri- 
canes. Of the wiſe infliction of thele 
penal convulſions, the Almighty Arbiter 
of the deſtiny of nations is alone the 
judge. When at length, by ſalutary cor- 
rection, thus regenerated, may it ceaſe to 
embroil the ſurrounding ſtates with per- 
petual diſcord, but become ſincerely 
what it perſidiouſly profeſſed to be, the 
cement of their laſting harmony. It may 
then probably aſpire to approach, in ſpirit 
and in ſubſtance, if not in form, to a re- 
ſemblance of what has been found con- 
ducive to the glory of the moſt perfect 
plans of government that ever yet exiſted 
upon earth, eſpecially of our own, as far 
as it is ſubſervient to the general good of 
the community, and its moral and reli- 
gious improvement, 


This humane and devant wiſh for their 
future wellare, you may certainly form, 
in perſect conſiſtency with the moſt ar- 
dent zeal for the real intereſts of Bri- 
: ; tain, 
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tain. Enlightened with the ſound phi- 
loſophy of a truly chriſtian ſpirit, you 
will heartily: contemn the narrowneſs of 
the vulgar notion, that any nation upon 
earth can be our natural enemy. Is it 
not aſtoniſhing. to hear that groſſeſt of 
all political deluſions eountenanced by 
the authority of names held up to popu- 
lar admiration ? It is an impious inſult 
to the God of nature. His general law 
of mutual attractions, ſo regularly mani- 
feſted in the material world, is not indeed 
ſo conſtamily diſcernible in the moral 
and political, as the evangehcal prophet 
aſſures us 1t will be, when the kingdom 
of Chriſt, “ the Prince f Peace, ſhall 
be fully eſtabliſned, of the increaſe of 
whoſe government and peace there ſball then 
be no end.” But this, by our modern 
race of mock philoſophers is derided as a 
viſion, is blaſphemed as folly. “ They 
ſay to Diſtrattion, thou ſhalt be our wil- 
dom, to Repulſion, thou ſhalt guide our 
ſpirit.” How ſhall the wiſeſt plan that 
can be propoſed ſor a laſting peace ever 
recommend itſelf, or it's practicability 


Iſaiah ix. 6, 7, 
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ceaſe to be deemed ridiculous by theſe 
devoted ſons of turbulence and ccaleleſ 
diſcord? How has many a benevolent 
theoriſt ſighed in ſecret, when compelled 
to diſcern” the cauſe, why of all the fine- 
ſpun projects for a perpetual peace, 
which have ſoothed his faney for a while, 
or inflamed his baffled wiſhes, not one 
has yet proved adequate to the accom- 
pliſhment of ſo defirable a purpoſe? 
Not one, from that preſented ſeventy 
years ago, by the mild admirer of mo- 
narchy, the Abbe St. Pierre, to Lewis the 
Fifteenth, then the well-beloved deſpot 
of France, to that, ſtill leſs auſpiciouſly 
inſcribed by the ſtern republican, Pro- 
ſeſſor Kant, to Frederic the Third, the late 
unbeloyed deſpot of Pruſſia ; not one has 
failed to exhibit, at it's birth, ſome evi- 
dent token of it's ſpeedy diſſolution, 

Of the former “ delirious dreams of a 
worthy man,” the moſt fatal ſymptom was, 
that their mode of producing the propoſed 
effect in preventing the deſtructive enter- 
prizes of ſovereigns againſt each other, 
and the civil wars and conſpiracies 


®* Reveries d un honnete homme, ſo tiled by Monteſquieu. 
| 3 among 
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among their ſubjects, would have given 
perpetuity to all eſtabliſhed abuſes, and 
the coup de grace to civil liberty. Wich re- 
ſpect to the other project, publiſhed laſt * 
year, many generations will probably 
paſs away, before the moſt ſpecious of 
the preliminary articles it lays down 
will be deemed admiſſible by the gover- 
nors of any one nation © upon earth. 
When your faith in the chriſtian revela- 
tion inclines you to truſt, that a merciful 
Providence has ordained that a perma- 
nent and univerſal peace ſhall one day 
actually take place, by a new order of 
things, as yet unexplored, keep this for 
ever in mind, that a general conformity 
alone to the pure doctrines, with an en- 
tire ſubjection to the precepts of the 
goſpel, are een to F e it. 


In the mean ns we — ans 
that not all the ſanguine philanthropy of 
Monte ſquieu's benevolent: dreamer, not 
all the profound ſagacity of the abſtruſe 
philoſopher of Konigſberg could be com- 
petent to diſcover, in the preſent com- 


* 1 


* In 1797. 
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bination of events, a likely proſpe&t of 
it's ſpeedy eſtabliſhment. In what light 
the ſucceſſive potentates of ſeveral deno- 
minations, and their counſellors, whom 
the ſcythe of time has [wept away, or yet 
may ſpare, in this expiring century, will 
be regarded by the happy inhabitants of 
the “ renovated earth, it is not for an ob- 
ſcure cottager, in a petty hamlet , to 
riſque a vain conjetture. In one point, 
however, he hopes he may be permitted, 

without offence, to expreſs his concur. 
rence of ſentiment with a liberal and well- 
informed political ſpeculatiſt, leſs noticed 
by the public than he appears to merit; 
＋ The ſovereigns, as far as e are ins 


Lenin ö mn 
| When “ nova progenies cœls demiltitur alto. ae 
| Enn fo Ak Vell. 


+ Whence, “ like a ſhepherd gazing from bis but, 
1, Lagen Ambition's fiery chaſe he ſees | 1 | 
| Hunt law's encloſure, leap the mounds of 3 Wm" 
| | © Purſuing and purſued, each other's prey, 
| As wolves for rapine, as the fox fir ulis: 
| = Till Death, the might hunter, earths them all,” 
= | a4) 14 4 165 \.Youxs. 


1 See 4 Memorial hunbh addreſpd to the Sovereigns: of 
Europe, &c. Preface, p. 4, printed for Almond, Pic- 
cadilly, 
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formed, and are in circumſtances to exert 
themſelves, have the intereſt and proſperity of 
their ſubects, the welfare and happineſs of 
mankind, more at . heart than it ever enters 
into the hearts of their miniſters to conceive.” 
Yet of the latter alſo he candidly finds 
many, and much to approve. . At the 
head of the firſt liſt, he ſets the great 
Henry of France. He adds, One; has 
| heard of à4 Sully, à Fleury, a Clarendon; a 
Somers, à De-Miit, a , and, for the 
common good of mankind one would hope that 
ſuch men, in all countries, (where. they can 
act), may never be wanting to continue this 
other lift,” Let us hope his applauded 
ſeheme for a general and permanent pa- 
cification, and extinguiſhing the common 
incentive to perpetual conteſts among 
rival nations, by rendering an entire and 
univerſal freedom of commerce their 
firm bond of mutual intereſts, will, at the 
approach of a much wiſhed for ſeaſon, 
be duly woes to by all 3 d 
| 1 {IRE 
2 uy you, ye * and W ker 
e a ſovereign, whoſe kingdom is 
not of this world, who came down to it, 
to any your views to a better, know it 
261114 becomes 
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becomes you peculiarly, amid the tumult 
of political jars, which a general miſun- 
derſtanding, fomented by treacherous or 
venal ſtate · impoſtors, has kindled amongſt 
all ranks of our countrymen, ſtill to pre- 
ſerve your equanimity. Be emulous, 
however unfaſhionable it may be deemed, 
of being diſtinguiſhed for that independ- 
ency of ſpirit, once appropriated to our 
generous and manly national character, 
now ſeldom diſcernible, on either fide, 
amongſt our modern ſmatterers in con» 
troverſy, civil or eccleſiaſtical. Neither 
adoring: nor inſulting your earthly ru- 
lers, be ready with honour and con- 
ſiſtency, to defend their conduct and re · 
putation, when they are rudely attacked, 
but ſo far only as you are convinced the 
attack is actually unjuſti fiablęe. Your ad · 
viſer has been ever diſpoſed, perhaps 
from temper and habit, to cheriſh, a per · 
ſuaſion, that the meaſures. moſt. decried 
by our paſt: hiſtorians, or current pam- 
phleteers, as adopted by princes in gene- 
ral, or recommended by their ptime con- 
fidants, have proceeded incomparably 
leſs from. criminal intentions, than the 
nnn of f faction has imputed to them. 
Miſtaken 
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Miſtaken mortals! upon a cloſe inſpec- 
tion of their true characters, and what 
they call their principles, though we 
ſhould lower the tone of extreme pane- 
gyric, we might commonly ſee cauſe to 
ſoften the ſeverity of ' condemnation. 
The intereſt of their maſters, the ſafety 
and welfare of their fellow-ſubjeRs, as 
far as they underſtood them, will gene- 
rally appear to have guided their coun- 
ſels. Theſe, indeed, though honeſtly, 
they have ſometimes fatally ſerved, as 
the courteous bear, improvidently choſen 
by a bewildered traveller, to conduct 
him through a pathleſs foreſt,” 'who, 
watching his ſlumbers, killed him with 
kindneſs, and a ſharp flint, throwry with 
zeal and dexterity, to drive away a'gnat 
from his forehead. This candid opi- 
nion you will make it a general rule to 
maintain, as well of the oppoſers, as of 
the ſupporters of public meaſures, againſt 
whom, in other reſpects, you have no- 
thing reproachable to alledge, if you 
poſſeſs that elevation and impartiality of 
ipirit, without which the character of 
a clergyman ſhamefully derogates from 
its proper dignity. Diſclaiming "alike 


an 
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an-implicit attachment to a whig, a tory, 
a popular or court faction, you will, form 
the faireſt eſtimate of men, by a com- 
pariſon of their conduct with the bn. 
ples they ne u . dir 


Theres is one abulaks * ght, aw 
which we are continually liable to fall, 
in the judgments we paſs upon the very 
beſt conſtituted eſtabliſhment upon earth, 
civil and eccleſiaſtical, and ſuch; we are 
verily perſuaded our own to be. We 
expect, or ſeem to expect, not in the 
eſtabliſhments themſelves alone, but in the 
perſons and conduct of thoſe who govern 
them, actual infallibility, | we perempto- 
rily demand abſolute perfection. You 
will not ſtep out of your province, as 
Chriſtian preachers, when you ſhall. ex- 
poſe the preſumption, the folly of theſe 
expectations; nor ſhall I be juſtly aceuſ- 
ed by a peeviſh critic, of departing from 
the purpoſe of this Addreſs, in exhorting 
you to a cheerful diſcharge of this pleaſ - 
ing part of your duty, as loyal ſubjects 
of the Prince of Peace. Tell us then 
that the Almighty Author of our ex- 
_— foreſaw that this required excel- 

lence, 
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lence; exempt from all defe&; was incom- 
patible with this, it's infant and tranfitory 
kad of probation and diſcipline; Bid 
us turn our eyes inwardly upon ourſelves; 
and look into our own . diſordered: ſtate; 
zur mental blindneſs, our wayward paſ- 
ne, our moral imperſections. And 
it in ſuch a weak, inconſiderate, and 
ignorant creature ' as man; (and our 
rulers are but men, however they may 
affect to appear ſomething more), is 
it in the ſageſt meaſures, — 
or ſtatutes of man, that we are to ſeek, 
are impatiently to require, or which 1s 
more fooliſh/{til};; are» ſtupidly! een. 


Gcovering unering wildow ? | 
TE. nnn 
As vill flentiy comitſts ths foletnm 
vaunts of undeviaung rettitude of con- 
duct, ſo frequent in the mouths of ſome 
conſpicuous leaders of our party: con- 
teſts, both in and out of place. If in 
adverting to the ſeveral claſſes by turns, 


you ſhall ſee the champions for a fartler 


enlargement of our liberties, poſſeſſed of 
power, and honeſtly approving them - 
ſelves the promoters of due limitations 
to their on authority: if you ſhall note, 
wich wonder due, the late adorers of ex- 

D tended 
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non: reſiſtance to it, when driven with 


meek reſigna 
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tended: royal prerogative, while baſking 
in it's:fanſbine; to be continuing ill a 
zealous ſticklers for paſſive obedience and 


tion, to the ſhade, you may 
credit as you liſt, the aſſumptions of both 
or either. When, on the one hand, you ſhall. 
be convinced that the ſtrenuous advo- 
cates for a reſorm of notorious abuſes 
which may have crept into the admi- 
niſtrations of public concerns, either in 


church or ſtate, are men of approved and 


perſect probity, a liberal temper, and de- 
liberate judgment, ſteady oppoſers of 
every meaſure, which, inſtead of order, 
would lead to conſuſion, inſtead of im- 


proving our excellent conſtitution, would 


endanger it's ſtability, you will not, in 
echo to a court ſycophant, accuſe them 
of ſeditious purpoſes, you will be rather 
apt to ſay; “ fear them not, „ne 
they re not dangerous. „ en Net - 


| When, — other hand, 8 ina 
ſteadier tone, condemn all preſent conteu- 
tion for innovation, and, from perſuaſion of 
real danger, loudly ſound an alarm for the 


. Nr 
— ſafety 


„ 2. 
ſafety of the ancient props of civil govern- 
ment, ſhall ſhew an equal earneſtneſs to 


moſt conducive to public virtue and hap- 
pineſs, in our old / eſtabliſhments ;- no 
longer then will candour or juſtice re- 


quire you to withdraw. your + 6 or 


confidence | entirely from the keeneſt 
partizans of either fide, You will pro- 
bably ſee occaſion, to compaſſionate the 
frailty of human nature, whether exhi- 
bited in the character of a Reformiſt or 
Alarmiſt, chat will not admit their honeſt 
minds to be comprehenſive and liberal, 
unitorm and conſiſtent. But you, will 
readily pronounce the ſuperlative pre- 
ference of both theſe warm and ſometimes 
erringdiſputants, over two deſpicable cha- 
raters, which, at all times, have been 


familiar. to common obſervation in this 


country. In one tribe - ranks. the man, 
whoſe little ſoul is not deſtitute of a. ca- 
pacity for reflection, but who, holding 
all public ſpirit in deriſion, implicitly 
applauds and juſtifies every proceeding 


and ſentiment of the patron who is diſ- 


poſed to favour his private intereſts, 
Of his oppoſite, in the other tribe, com- 
7 91 D 2 , mon 


give freſh ſpirit to every principle that is 


[5] 
mon ſenſe declares there can hardly be 
two opinions ; of the man whoſe hfe 1s 
deeply ſtained with vice and impiety, yet 
who ſets himſelf up as a vehement ſhek- 
ler for a public, without one ſerious pur 
poſe of a private reform. | 


In a word, Keping ever at a Gamer 
from all extremes, that tend either to per 
petuate wrongs, or to create contufton, 
Tet us reſt in hope that due warning will 
be taken from the horrors conſequent 
upon | the French Revolution, to provide 
that a milder deſtiny may attend this leſs 
guilty, and hitherto leſs diſtracted, coun- 
try. Let us rely upon the ſolid ſtructure 
of our national conſtitution ' in church 
and ſtate, pre-eminent, upon the whole, 
in all ſubſtantial excellence, to any, the 
moſt applauded form of government 
upon earth *, liable, in it's adminiſtration, 
to ſuch abuſes only as a temperate re- 
ſorm can eaſily redreſs, without convul- 
five remedies. It's experienced bleſſings 
have prevented, and will, we truſt; con- 
tinue to prevent, the epidemical phrenzy 
of abſolute ' democracy, or ren 

50 Ne in ſumma pericula mittat 
1 88 Venturi timor ipſe mali.“ Loca. 

wrought 
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wrought into ſyſtem, from inflaming the 
brains of any zal. dreaded numbers 
amongſt us. Whilſt the terrifying ſwarm 
of evils innumerable, ariſen from both, 
is hovering juſt before our eyes, it all 
of courſe reftrain the ardour of the bold- 
eſt innovator from diſturbing, with im- 
mediate or laſting miſchief, our internal 
_ tranquilluy, But as the true patriot 
looks down, with a like diſdain, upon 
the unprincipled tool of power, and the 
dupe or knave of faction, ſo the true re- 
ligioniſt is alike ſecure from the trammels 
of bigotry, and the licence of infidelity. 
It behoves them both not to ſuffer their 
attachment to eſtabliſhed modes, either 
civil or eccleſiaſtical, which, upon the 
molt deliberate conſideration, they eſteem 
highly commendable, and fincerely love, 


to ile them into principles inconſiſt- 


ent with Britiſh ny. . * 
Proteſtantiſm. TR. 


ed tons are, that an immenſe 
majority, nine-tenths at leaſt, of our 
countrymen, are zealouſly deſirous to 
maintain our eſtabliſhments unimpaired, 
what opinion ſhall we form of the threats 
'of terrors, raiſed from reports, often ap- 
e parently 


1 
parently exaggerated, and as often frit- 
tered away in a breath, by the chiefs or 
ringleaders of either party ; yet when 
fairly confuted and exploded, ſtupidly 
+ echoed ſtill by their fimple followers ? 
To declaim, with indiſcriminate 'cen- 
ſure upon the ſuppoſed increaſing moral 
depravity and irreligion of this or that 
country, from the atrocious practices, or 
extravagant 8 of ſome of it's in- 
habitants in fits of frenzy, is as ſhockmg 
to common ſenſe, as to juſtice or candour. 
Will a mind, endued with a reaſonable 
portion of either of theſe qualities, ap- 
prove of that affected tone of deſpond- 
ency in vogue among perſons of a cer- 
tain deſcription, who think themſelves 
intereſted in alarming the public with 
the danger of an univerſal wreck of all 
ſound, political, moral, and religious 
principles? Chriſtianity, they declare, 
and with it © * the mercy of our Gad is 
clean gone for ever.” And is © bis pro- 
miſe then utterly “ come to an end for ever- 
more? Rather let the man, who expoſ- 
tulates thus raſhly with Heaven, be ro- 


» Pſalm bxxvii, 


minded 


L 

minded of David's judicious ſelf. rebuke, 
and be taught to cry; is mine own in- 
firmity : but 1 will temember tbe years of thy 
right-hand, O thou Moſt: Higheſt : thou with 
thine arm, we know, haſt of old redeemed thy 
people,” Thy diſpenſations, ** whoſe path 
is in the ſea, and whoſe footfteps are not 
known,” we preſume not to ſcan. But 
we truſt thou mayeſt yet educe, from 
theſe convulſive ſhocks, that make the 
whole earth tremble, that menace univer- 
al deſtruction, a brighter diſplay of thy 
judgments firſt, and then of th Y rey, 
to a deluded and boful nation. 


| Mal Pos theſe dire objects of 
our preſent horror, allow me to direct 
your attention to the glowing and ſub- 
lime, yet, peculiarly appropriate ſenti- 
ments, which they have raiſed in the 
preaſt of a “ devout and exemplary ſena- 
tor, with whom it is no wonder the 
colder-hearted Chriſtians, in the higher 
claſſes, whom he addreſſes, ſhould bear 


See Mr. Wilberforce's Practieal View of the pre- 
ſent religious Sytems contrafieg with nn, 
P. 460. | 


little 
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little or no ſympathy. Never were 
there times which inculcated more forci- 
bly, than thoſe in which we live, the 
wiſdom of ſeeking a happineſs beyond 
the reach of human viciſſitudes. What 
ſtriking leſſons have we had of the pre- 
carious tenure of all ſublunary poſleſ- 
fions ! Wealth, and power, and proſpe- 
rity, how peculiarly tranſitory and un- 
certain! But Religion diſpenſes her 
choiceſt cordials in the ſeaſons of exi- 
gence, in poverty, in exile, in ſickneſs, 
and in death. The eſſential ſuperiority 
of that ſupport, which is derived from re- 
ligion, is leſs felt amid the ſplendor of 
rank and fortune. But when thele are 
ſwept away by the rough blaſts of ad- 
verſity, the true Chriſtian ſtands, like 
— of the foreſt, erett and viger- 
ous ; {tripped indeed of his ſummer foli- 
age, but more than ever diſcovering to 
the oblerving eye the ſolid ſtrength of 
his ſubſtantial texture.” From the melan- 
choly point of view, in which the ſup- 
poſed rapid decline of religion and mo- 
rality in Britain preſents itſelf to this ami- 
able and truly excellent man; he beholds 
it neceſſarily attended with a black train 
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of national diſtreſſes. It is ſome comfort 
ſtill that he entertains ſolid hopes for 
the future well-being of his country. 
„They depend not ſo much, as he de- 
clares ®, on our fleets and 'armies; the 
wiſdom of our rulers, or the ſpirit of her 
people, as on the perſuaſion that ſhe con- 
tains many, who in a degenerate age, love 
and obey the goſpel of Chriſt.“ In che- 
riſhing the like cheering hopes, you will 
not, I truſt; agree with him, in exclud- 
ing from the number of real Chriſtians 
the moſt amiable, decent; uſeful; and 
| e members of the community; 
againſt whom he is underſtood expreſsly 
to pronounce a dreadful ſentence, that 
they are in a ſtate of deſperate aliena- 
tion from God.” Liſten to the apparent 
ſor this dire anathema. They 
cannot in their hearts aſſent to the in- 
explicable renets of a ſect, of which Mr. 
Wilberforce is the declared patron. 


Within a leſs contrafted pale, ye ra- 
tional and not leſs fincerely firm adhe- 
| i194 003 FPS TE £75 3 ,, + 4: 
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rents 


will be perſuaded charitably to inelude a 
far greater multitude than the great apoſ- 


[ 42 ] 
rents to the true church of Chriſt, you 


tle of that ſect, Mr. John Weſley, who in 
a weary ſearch from one end of the king- 
dom to the other, proteſts he could find 
but two or three. How could a man of 
his underſtanding imagine that every 
one, who with the pureſt affection ſtudies, 


and profeſſes a devout reſpe& for the 
word of God, muſt, of courſe be under 
a neceſſity of agreeing 
method of expounding it? What ſhall 


with him, in his 


we think of his modeſty who. could de- 


clare he found himſelf almoſt the only 
Engliſhman privileged to embrace Chriſ- 
tianity with a perfe& exemption. from 


default or miſconſtruction? How muſt 


ve regret the diſplay of a ſimilar preſump- 
tion in his more candid friend, Mr. Wil- 
berforce, who appears to have imbibed, 


in other reſpects, ſo much of the true ſpi- 
rit of the goſpel? It is ſcarce conceiv- 


able, that ſuch a man ſhould not be ſen- 
ſible of his own ſhare of human imper- 


fections, and how adverſe it is to the 


| meek ſpirit of a Chriſtian, thus © 70 judge, 


and 


» , 
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and ſet at nought ® ſo many thouſands 
10 one of his brethren. 


Theſame cler and indiſcriminate 
complaints of a general apoſtacy from 
the orthodox faith, have been conſtantly 
but too familiar among perſons: of a cer- 
tain temper and portron of conceit, very 
good men in other reſpetts, throughout 
all the regions of Chriſtendom, time out 
mind. But far more alarming are the 
ſounds of lamentation and diſmay, of late 
gone forth. An increaſing ſcorn of na- 
tural, not leſs than of revealed religion, 
is declared to be now prevalent, a diſpo- 
ſition to renounce all fixed and ſalutary 
principles, to diſſolve all bonds of ſocial 
union, an univerſal defection from loy- 
alty to all orderly government, a diſdain 
of the authority of all laws, divine as well 
as human. It is well recollected by many 
of my coevals, to what a degree theſe in- 
definite accuſations were frequent, at a 
period remote from the preſent, in days 
when © hard words, jealouſies and fears,” 
. no leſs than at this day, with 


* Rom. xiv. 10. 
alarms 
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alarms as juſt of danger, as well from 
without as from within. Theſe exceſ- 
ſive clamours of a general and ſpreading 
of all manner of depravity, men 
of calmer ſenſe and happier connections, 
commonly turned off then, as they do 
now, by conſeſſing, with a ſmile, their un- 
willingneſs to aſſent to the propriety of 
a woful aſſertion, againſt which it was 
their good fortune to know many a lau- 
dable exception. It is more than pro- 
bable, that if bleſſed with the like oppor- 
tunnies of ſelecting and converſing with 
worthy perſons, theſe intem com- 
plainants would be ſomewhat leſs out of 
| Heart, or atleaſt more cautious of launch- 
ing out into theſe peeviſh lamentations. 


Let your n eſtimate of the ex- 
u of guilt, the real proportion of dege- 
neracy in the character of the times, be 
the reſult of impartial information, ob- 
tained by diligent inquiry, and confirmed 
by your own obſervation and experi- 
ence, before you take upon you the office 
of a rigid cenſor. No, not even upon 
them all conjointly ought you to rely 
too before you ſhall have 
| brought 
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brought them to the teſt of your ſedate, 
mature, and repeated reflection, and com- 
pariſon with the complexion and temper- 
ature of other times. This will preſerve 
the balance of your judgment even. It 
will not then be ſwayed by the ſottiſh or 
intereſted invectives of the vile agents of 
the contending parties. vou will hold 
theſe railing accuſations: equally con- 
temptible, in the prime promoters, or the 
baſer tools of either faction, that of the 
court, ov that of the populace. Suſpend 
your belief of every report you receive, 
either ſrom thoſe who are ſeeking to bat- 
ten in the ſmiles of a ſovereign, or from 
thoſe who prowl for public favour in the 
darker haunts of the friends of: anarchy 
and confuſion. Lou will deli 
weigh what degree of credit is due to 
the pretended conſternation, and loud 
— which you hear echoed; from 
their adverſe quarters, alike eee 
3 to ne Nen 


9 voten bee ad 
with the ſullen murmurs of malecontents, 
againſt the proud ſervility of men in place, 
r ſhamelcſs- EE and corruption, 

their 


— 
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juſt alarms, - in 


moſt inviſible band of deſperate renegades 


[46] 
their oppreſſion, extravagance and ra- 


pacity, and their inconſiderate and diſ- 
aſtrous meaſures, precipitately taken from 


paſſions, difgraceful to the heart of man, 


but admitted, by a ſtrange proſopopœia, 
members alike of the public and of the 
privy council. On the other hand, you are 
kept amidſt too many reaſonable and 
perpetual terror from 
groundleſs ones, raiſed by rumours, of 
dark plots carried on by a {mall, an al- 


and traitors, who are contriving all ini- 
quitous means of ſupplanting the men 
of elevated ſtation and power; who diſ- 
guiſe their diſloyal anarchical principles 
under a zeal for a reform, or innovation, 
perilous to the ſtate, and ruinous to the 
church, it's articles, canons, liturgy and 
diſcipline, an attempt which, in the ac - 
count of thoſe whoſe unvaried watch · 
word is All ir well, is a manifeſt conſpi · 
racy to overturn our happy conſtitution, 


and yield the property of all the worthy, 


affluent and loyal, a prey to a worthleſs 
rabble. Generouſly indignant at the 


falſe aſſertions, futile declamations, and 
illuſive arguments of the Outs and Ins, 


the 


9 1 
the maudlin Tories and the deſponding 


Whigs, the bigots or enthuſiaſts; moving 
yourſelves in a ſphere exalted high above 
theſe battling reptiles, learn to ſpeak 
more cer of both, than they 
affect to ſpeak, 92545 i to Ra n. 
of each other, 


833 b 
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Let ak. one turn his eyes nvardly 
on his own heart, and be ſenſibly con- 
vinced of what high importance it is to 
his peace and comfort, whether he ſhall 
find it diſpoſed to cheriſh a gloomy and 
querulous, or a ſerene and placid ſpirit. 
With a mind thus eſtabliſhed in a more 
equitable and impartial temper, you will 
then be inclined to ſpeak leſs uncandidly 
even of this untoward; rebellious, faithleſs 
and perverſe generation. It is not from the 
men of moſt comptehenſive underſtand- 
ing or enlarged: benevolence that you 
will commonly hear ſuch complaints. 
They will tell you it is their opinion, 
founded upon ſome reflection, that in no 
former age has this nation been graced 
with a greater number of honourable and 
worthy characters, in all conditions, in 

private 
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private and _ eb life, in the. middle 
ranks indeed moſt generally. Theſe ate 
naturally, and for obvious reaſons, moſt 
likely to occur to the obſervation of thoſe, 
who in love themlelves with rational 
piety, uniſorm probity, and beneficence 
without oſtentation, delight in, ſeeking, 
knowing and aſſociating with perſons of 
the like excellent diſpoſitions. 
„ ene 

Nevertheleſi, no leſs true it is that their 
ſtill ſmall voice is too often drowned by 
the din. of perſons of a quite. oppoſite 
character. The Libertine, and petulant 
Scorner will be ever obtruding themſelves 
upon your notice, in all mixed compa- 
nies, in the garb of elegant rulers. of 1 
faſiion, of polite arbiters of the taſte, o 
the public, who treat with, indignity the 
dattrines and precepts: of all religion 
natural and revealed, and wich the molt 
pointed ſneers, the notions of a Divine, 
Providence, and of a future . ſlate after 
death. The arrogant pretences of theſe | 
peſts of ſociety io ſuperior wit and reaſon 
it is eaſy to confute and expole, but very 
8112 to eee f boaſtful, as 
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they TT: often T3 of their e 88 : rank 
the countenance and. ; applauſe they meet 
among fools thus gifted, the ſole poſleſ- 
on of the rt of ſcavoir vivre, of all the 
arcank of the new philoſophy, of a maſ⸗ 
terly compaſs of thinking, 1 10 only 
in an n , l. b of ſpeaking ; ; and, 
to crown all, the increaſing numbers and 
ſtrength of their flouriſhing ſekt; they are 
abſurdly countenanced, in their laſt pr e- 
ſumptuous, vaunt eſpecially, by 57 un- 
fqunded rants, and the exceſſiye alarms 
of many an ignorant, or misjudging zea- 
Ot. . 
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| However different, after all, our judg- 
ments may be in eſtimating the growth 
and extent of this great miſchief, you 
mult of courſe be liable to witneſs much 
more of it, than one who, for many years, 
has lived a happy recluſe from heir world, 
It is therefore highly incumbent upon 
you to keep a careful and conſtant watch 

againſt the progreſs of an evil ſo inj 

ous to the honour of God, and ke 
intereſts of man. With, great 
cy, you may be punQual i in performing 
this duty, without ceaſing to cheriſh this 
E con- 


L 50 1 
confident and cordial perſuaſion : that 
notwithſtanding the moſt menacing aſpe&t 
of the moral world, the moſt barefaced 
avowal of pernicious principles, we may 
ſtill be certain that the over-ruling power 
of a juſt God will. ſet bounds to their ex- 
orbitance, will render even theſe objetts 
of our complaiat and trouble ſubſervient 
to the intereſts of true religion and virtue, 


Of this perſuaſion, what are the natural 
effects upon a well-formed mind? We 
are well aſſured that the true church of 
Chriſt, the manſion founded upon the 
rock everlaſting, againſt which the rage 
of it's external, or the perfidy of it's in- 
ternal foes ſhall not prevail, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity remain firm for ever. Shall this 
aſſurance lull our faculties in torpid in- 
activity? Inſtead of quickening ſhall it 
flacken our endeavours in a cauſe we are 
engaged to vindicate, with a certainty of 
triumph? Let it rather inſpirit us with 
a ſtronger and more conſtant motive to 
maintain a reſolute ' oppoſition to the 
malice and inſolence of theſe enemies 
of our holy faith, He is but weakly 
grounded i in that faith, who can admit the 


ſhghteſt 


% %F WOE her 


A 1 
llighteſt apprehenſion that the concerns 
of the true religion can poſſibly be for- 


ſaken by the God of truth. Let us then 


betray no more diſcouraging doubts and 
fears, but be confident that our Divine 
Teacher's word ſhall ſtand eſtabliſhed in 
full force, * when” heaven and earth 
ſhall paſs away.” In contending with the 
adverſaries of religion and truth, a ſecu- 


rity more permanent than earth, or hea- 


ven itſelf, is here preſented us, of our 
final ſucceſs; To us belong not the time, 


the manner of it's perfect accompliſh- 


ment. Theſe are the concern of Provi- 
dence. | 
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SECTION 12 


Ree frſt pal to it. f 


HEN the religion of Chriſt was firſt 
diſplayed in it's genuine purity, it 
commanded the moſt earneſt and ſerious 
regard of all, who impartially beheld it's 
bleſſed effects in the conduct of it's pri- 
mitive profeſſors. The mockery of infi- 
dels was then abaſhed, by the illuſtrious 
examples it thus exhibited, of conſiſtent 
worth. Of this the ſtriking evidence has 
deſcended even to our days, with ſuch 
invincible force, that we have lately, as 
indeed repeatedly of old, heard the keen- 
ries to the idea of it's miracu- 
'-- "uy 
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ous propagation, a Bolingbroke, a 125 
taire, a Gibbon, urge is exempla ry 
conduR, as the obvious, if not the only 
cauſe of an effect, which appears 9 
ger op wonderful, or to require the A 
u ural interpoſition, uch was 
oli; nay, ugh bu en, in proportionate 
degrees, through all ſucceeding 1 


tions, to the preſent time, and ſuch w 
always continue to be the. bleſſed, 
Ae e felt of ſuch UnieIgneE 
uniform ſanftity of manners, . || 


The corn ſprings up, the roſes blao 
the fruits, the animals, nay, the bloogy 


and moral faculties of man, advance to 
maturity, by the decree, the care, the 
forelight of a Divine Superintendant. 
Yet all this, we ſay, falls out in the ordi- 
nary courſe. of nature. We. dp not in- 
deed like the ſuperficial and conceited 
diſparagers of natural as well as revealed 
ſeligion, con ſider theſe wonderful effects 
the leſs as the immediate operations af 


a_ ſupremely intelligent Providence, on 


account of their conſtant regularity. ” 

in the &ſtabliſhment of a religion, adapte 

W * conduct, as well 4s, he 
a 


5 
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1 
faith of it's profeſſors, it was moſt rea- 
ſonable to expect the ſame courſe of na- 
ture, the hind regularity of moral Nd, 
become in its turn a ſecondary 7auſe, 
ſhould he ordained moſt powerfully to 
co-operate with the miraculous and ex- 
ttaordinary means, decreed to take place, 
irp the ſame gracious purpoſe. Accord- 
ngly ſuch were the unblemiſhed honours 
of the primitive church; ſuch the glory 
of the reſiſtleſs beauty of holineſs, confirm- 
ed by the reluttant admiration, the ex. 
preſs "acknowledgment of 1 It's 5 moſt cruel 
eee 


as 314 ; | | 4: 


( 0 az $ —_— 
1 a * | Sf , . 1.4 7 '$ 
g > 89 # 
1 I 14 1 
# - « 
1 | 
* 


oo, * 0 TION I. 
0 10 ey Deffio frm Ws 0 7 
1 „ | C40 
WH EN in after times, men aoklting 
9 2 their own ungodly tufts, had yet the 
impudence to profeſs eee Chriſ- 
tans, though degenemted from the re. 
Jpectable graces of humility, and purity of 
manners, diſgraced. by the deſpicab/e vices 
of ambition, pride and avarice, and de. 
filed 


[5 ] 
filed with every impure and diſorderly 
paſſion ; the venefation due to religion, 
and generally paid to it, when diſplayed 
in its genuine beauty, would 5 — of 
courſe, as the apoſtles Peter, Paul, and 
Jude foretold. To the epithets not un 
ſuitably appropriated here, of reſpeQable 
to the firſt of chriſtian graces, humility, 
and of deſpicable to the moſt unchriſtian 
vice, cbr lake ambition, your attention, 
as appointed preachers of the golpe I of 
Chriſt, is particularly requeſted, When 
you have profoundly meditated upon 
what it is that conſtitutes the eſſence of 
theſe oppoſite qualities: when you have 
taken a comprehenſive ſurvey, accom- 
panied with ſome ſerious refleftion, of the 
_ contrary conſequences, they ſo ſtrikingly 
exhibit to every intelligent reader of ec- 
cleſiaſtical hiſtory; you will judge of the 
propriety of the application: you. Yor 
no longer queſtion the expedie 
thus marking out the one, as chat Ar | 
glory, by which the Lord wrought” ſuch 
wonders on the minds of the 'beholders 
of his plenitude of grabe and truth, and 
aſterwards on the admirers of the manners 
of onal firſt diſciples and their · immediate 
ſue· 


[ 
ſucceſſors. You will alſo | account for the 


J 


| neracy and ſubſequent diſgrace, Fan 
1 they ſunk of courſe, in aſter ages, 


by their bale departure from it. Men 
of more avowed and barefaced profligacy 
firuck with. the glaring inconſiſtencies 
be ween the profeſſions and praftices of 
ſuch infamous; hypocrues, would very 
naturally,” firſt vent their ſcorn and con- 
tumely upon thele. miſerably, falſe, yet 
ſolemn p retenders to | reach, 40d —— 
in a. ee 1 e eu a cruci· 

d Saviour f ſent from God, a Toyo 
> Come, a enim. 1 r | 
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eas, gits profeſſors, it is no wonder the 
ue 7 05 pes 155 gur faith 
ould. exult lauſible :a,-pretence 
f Wefl· "vith ſeorn and ue 


0 more poor Ae the 
oy of its formal devotees; than by all 
their groſſeſt inyettives. | They would ne 
lovger credit the cordial and undiſſembled 
reverence, which they might have ſeen 
regularly paid to Se and dodrives 
| 9 che goſpel, by the wiſeſt end worthieß 
of men. Deſpairing to imitate, habitu 
ally inclined to calumniate the humble 
piety, and virtue unimpeachable of dhe 
real Chriſtian, they affected to confound 
his character with: that of the vileſt of 
thoſe diſſemblers, the conſtant butt of their 
deſerved contempt, though as oppoſite 
as light to darkneſs, as heavenly truth tq 
hell- born falſe pretence, Of the ſolid 
but ſimple, not obvious, nor obtruſive 
graces of the former, they could form no 
juſt idea; while, the craft of thoſe dealers 
in the mere outſide forms of ſanity was 
hourly.enfqxced upon their notice, by the 
contraſt of their priyate conduct with the 
ſolemn grayity, and ſtately pride, by which 
. they 8 —_— on their re 


ien (0:4 10318 al Wt 1 


In 


1 

I I 
In the fpirittal' arrogance and 1 
of theſe early apoſtates from genuine 
Chriſtianity; it's keen antagoniſts were 
ſupplied with a never falling ſund of 
ſcorh and ridicule. This muſt often have 
oecurred familiarly to your obſervation, 
from every page of the hiſtory of the 
church; but moſt ' conſpicuouſly in the 
accounts delwered of the impoſtures of 
emhuſiaſm, and the conſequent inſolence 
of libertiniſm during the datkneſs' of the 
middle” centùties. In all ages of the 
vorld indeed there have ariſen many open 
enemies to all ſeriouſneſs, ſobriety and 
godd condutt, as bold and avowed advo- 
eates, and proſeſſors of vice and licenti- 
ouſneſs, as of infidelity and atheiſm. Both 
before and ſince that dreary period, from 
ſimilar cauſes have proceeded fimilat 
eſſects. But then it was, eſpecitlly in 
times of extreme 1gnoranee and barbars 
iſm, chat the deplorable corruption of 
the clergy, and the conſequent triumph 
of all ungodlineſs, accompliſhed the fatal 
event predicted, and laid the ſpotleſs 
beauty of religion low in the duſt; 
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[ 39 ] 
"A combination of two different cauſes, 


that bear little or no viſible affinity to 


each other, appears of late to be ſlrangely 


conſpiring to tarniſh, and caſt a tempo» 


rary {hade upon the glorious light of the 


polpel, in the eyes of the ſuperficial pb. 


erver. The epidemical aßen of the nu« 
merous tribes of followers of certain pre- 
tenders to extraordinary ſanity, their 
unintelligible rants and increaſingiabſur- 
dity are a, ſubject of ſerious. concern and 
regret to all ſound and ſober thinkers. 
They give occaſion to the moſt 

vated and wanton mockery of religion it- 
ſelf; thus confounded with it's wretched 
ſemblance. Againſt this contagious 


phrenzy, in vain would Common Senſe, 


would calm Expoſtulation interpoſe their 
friendly and ſalutary aid. Reaſon, ſound- 
neſs and ſobriety of Thought, are the 
very foes, againſt whom they are moſt 


exaſperated, they denounce the moſt out - 


rageous war. Another object of more 


immediate alarm to the public peace and 


ſecurity, 4s conſidered as equally inju- 
rious to the intereſts of © be religion pure 
and undefiled before God.” A violent poli- 


tical ferment in the minds of men, into. 


- which 
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| be 3 
which. ſhe exitical circumſtances of the 
times have caſt theſe kingdoms, as given 
3 freſh and unbounded loſe to the extra- 
nee of the profane geen: Dil: 


V 


| dainful of the fettled rules o f decency and 


diſcretion in manners or diſco rſe, and 
indigvant at 5 they deem ar 
rigour of th 1 lays enforced by govern- 
pt, they ha ve — ſor a lang, time, 
FM; Wr to, be ready, like 47 tor- 
rent. partially conbned, tg Pregk forth, 
ith the greater, fury, in 10 75 1 
ten. Their Arbe are, i ih w 
more opep and daring againlt the Nivins 
Majeſty, in which they Imagine they 3p 
ir utmolt licence with- 
Zelkraint., Whatever degree of truſt 
gu may t to. giv 85 1 re ts, 


credit. 2 which, no « oubt, 
by oye ſtrained declamations, "hee cer- 
rem to be a preſſing call 
ecial and redoubled | watchful nels, 
You myſt indeed at all times be b 
0 repel th eir attacks, t to which your cle- 
rig 3 ofeſſion, the cauſe of umanity, 


ne acred truth, a . and 0 Ir able 
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HAT du Wey ancharge this duty 
alight, it Ne uiſite to determine firſi in 
your own minds an exaRt and clear ide 
of the crime yo are engaged to oppoſe: 
It is treating true religion with mockery 
and inſult. Obſerve preciſely here, how 
fat it is cle religion, the beaven-deſbend 
ed revelation of the word and will of God 
chat is inſulted by this mockery, '6f hö 
far it concerns the miſconſtructions, or 
perverſions' of it, as profeſſed or ad- 
miniſtered by fallible' man. In this des 
termination you cannot be too explitit, 
For inſtance—It is the ſpurning at the 
laws of God. Is the ſcorner adware by 
whoſe authority theſe laws are conſtitu- 
ted? By that of the ſupremely wile 
Author of the human ſoul, of 4 volliti- 

tary agent, endued with ſuitable faculties; | 
which cheſe las direct him to improve 


and 


C 62. ] 
and apply to their right and proper uſe, 
and deter him -from depraving by a 
wrong bias. The impreſſion of theſe 
laws is ſtamped upon the heart of man, 
with different degrees of ſtrength. | It 
may be changed or vitiated by the frailty 
or degeneraty of an imperfe& creature. 
It may then be no longer worthy of re- 
ſpect. It may ceaſe to be true religion, 
and theſe adulterated laws to be the laws 
of God. lt is the rejection of ſacred 
truths. Theſe are either ſuch as are im- 
properly ſtiled innate, but are more 
juſtly deſcribed, as univerſally; though 
gh imparted to the human mind 
y the due exertion of it's natural facul- 
ties, and are the objects of what is called 
natural religion ; or they are ſuch as haye 
been declared and unfolded, or more per- 
ſectly confirmed by a particular revela- 
tion: By both are eftabliſhed, with va- 
rious degrees of evidence, our grounds 
of faith in the juſtice, the goodneſs of Al- 
mighty God, and the dependance of man 
upon his Providence and moral govern- 
ment. Reſulting from this faith neceſſa- 
rily ariſes a ſyſtem of laws and moral du- 
ties, ipſeparably connected with our Of: 
| e 
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eſt hopes, our molt affliting fears. The 
ſcorner, ho, rebellious againſt our al- 
mighty and all-gracious Sovereign, dares 
to deride theſe truths, theſe laws, theſe 
hopes and fears, is madly conſpiring to 
involve all who hear him in the ſame 
perdition wich himſelf.—It is, in ſhort, a 
combination, to bring into diſeredit thoſe 
everlaſting ſanctions, upon which the ſo- 
lid baſis reſts of all our rectitude of con- 
duct, in regard to ourſelves, our neigh- 
bour, our God, of all our preſent ſatis- 
faction, all our future happineſs.—It is a 
crime always ſhockingly offenſive to eve 

uncorrupted and ſound underſtanding, 
fince the world began. The moſt import- 
ant intereſts of mankind in general, re- 
quire men of all deſignations, ranks and 


profeſſions, to join with you, in a vigo- ' 


rous and conſtant oppoſition to it. The 
concern to all, in exact proprietyof ſpeech, 
is infinite, To it's baleful influence no pe- 
riod can be. fixed | in 11 dark 4 * 
E 1 | 
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Tur religion of Chriſt, has been of- 
1 


| ſurdity of doftrines falſely a 


CT FY 2 : 


CHAP 


l I 


* 
7 7 
1 # *- . +4 


4 : = * oy # : ; 4 1 8 
* + 5 _ © #3 #4 * «© T2 g 2 . ' "©. S35% 
* 
a * 3 * £7 
0 : 4 gion. : 7 3 
1 . - 4 
SOT | $3 4 , L 4 #7 3 


+44 #8 ne einen 


# " #1 : : 
; ; » " 4 4 — 4 „ * , S * > . 
* — 
* 
* 1 - £ 
$ y" 4 1 # M 
4 = # 5 


Paß. Temper in the Ripraver. 


* 
+ 


4 F * 


1 14 11 751 Fg, +3 734.50 145 
ten brought into diſeredit, by a tem: 


per and ſpirit in it's adyocates, quite op- 
ohite to that of it's Bleſſed Founder. It 
25 been ſtrangely dif paraget by the ab- 
ian of ac ine e Tre 69 . 
and frightfully disfigured by ſuperſtition, 
1gnorarice and folly, Let it be your ge- 
nerous purpoſe, upon all occaſions, to 
diſplay it's amiable, beneficent and conci- 
liatory ſpirit. You will thus do the moſt 
laudable ſervice in your power to true 


religion; though enthuſiaſm and bigotry 
| will 


66 


will regard unthankfully, and with af- 
lected indignation, a mirror, which to 
them will reflect nothing but their own 
deformity. Withouxinflaming their black 
and cankered paſſions, you will mildly 
make mankind aware of the pernicious 
tendency, as well as the fallacy of their 
ſeveral mn of ns goſpel truth, 


Too true it is that —— factions, 
all alien from the pacific ſpirit of the mild 
and beneficent Jeſus; have groſsly per- 
verted his primitive doctrines. The 
Lord himſelf thought fit to check the pre · 
mature expectations, which his diſciples 
had formed of his kingdom and it's im- 
mediate bleſſings. It was indeed er 
ed, by Infinite Wiſdom, to cheriſh through 
out univerſal charity, rational piety 
meekneſs, humility and mutual forbear- 
ance, How then, inſtead of“ * bring-, 
ing peace on earth,” could he « fend 4 
ſword” into it ? His general Jaws he or-, 
dained to regulate a ſet of free moral 
agents, whom he came to inſtruct and 
ys not li to create anew, Their 


* Mate. x. . . * 
1 Hs 4 £544 
\ LE. 4 F e- 


ſ[ 6 J 
prejudices, ill tempers and ungodly luſts, 
he foreſaw would, in many reſpetts, im- 
| pel them to counteratt theſe laws, to ren- 
| der them engines of perpetual feuds. 

| How profanely have they ' been abuſed, 
to ſerve the purpoſes of baſe and diſor- 
derly paſſions, ambition, avarice and Jux- 
ury? How has it been poſſible that un- 
der external pretences of reſpect for his 
doctrines, theſe ſoul-debaſing qualities, 
productive of ſuch dire effects, ſhould have 
been ſhrouded from general contempt 
and abhorrence ? Is there, in all nature, 
i} an object analogous to ſuch a total extinc- 
| | tion of all moral ſenſe, ſuch an utter de- 
reliction of all the vital powers of reli- 
gion ; andthat in the minds of men whoſe 
ardour and intemperate zeal 1s apparently” 
inflamed to ſuch exceſs? Yes, a familiar 
one preſents itſelf to the phyſical inquirer. 
1 he nerve that is extremely convulſed by 
a violent morbid affection, is liable, in 
_ conſequence, to become torpid, if not ut- 
terly lifeleſs. 


In cenſuring the exorbitance of paſſion, 
they betray, in vindication of what they 
may deem a 3 cauſe, let us be eſpe- 

cially 


1 1 
cially cautious ourſelves to ſet them -the 
example of a better temper, Let us com- 
paſſionate the diſordered fancy of thoſe, 
who will permit us to eſteem them. well- 
meaning zealots ; nor accuſe of hypocriſy, 
or malignity of heart, what perhaps a 
natural infirmity, or a malady caught by 
contagion, may have brought upon them, 
But with the determined ſteadineſs of 
decent reſentment, let it be our ſtudy to 
efface completely from the character of 
the religion of Chriſt, the prepoſterous 
imputation, and foul aſperſion of it's giv- 
ing countenance to theſe extravagancies. 
In all reſpects and true points of view, 
they are manifeſtly of a quite contrary | 
tendency. While they raiſe our minds 
to give glory to God on high, they perpetu- 
ally inculcate peace on earth, and good- 
will towards men. The falſe accuſation 
is as wretchedly abſurd as it would be to 
aſcribe the darkneſs and horrors of a 
ſtormy night to the all-cheering light of 
the ſun, ' Bleſſed is the man who, with 
uniform benignity, ſhall diſplay the liv- 
ing pattern of it's true character, ſhall 
riſe above all the pitiful ſuggeſtions of 
preſumptuous enthuſiaſm, party, preju- 
| FS ** dice, 


I EE 
dice, or ſordid ſelfiſhneſs. Highly ap- 
proved” is he, by our all-gracious God, 
who ſhall calmly, yet conitantly, ſet his 
face againſt that hererica/, or contentious 
ſpirit, which ſtill prevails among the in- 
diſcreet zealots in every church, without 
exception. By the ſingular bleſſing of 
Heaven, it rages leaſt of all in our own; 
and this juſtice has now been long con- 
ceded to it, with the unanimous conſent 
of all the reſt. God grant it may from 
henceforth enjoy. the glory of having 
utterly ſubdued that intolerant over- 
bearing ſpirit, which counteracts all the 
natural effects of Chriſtianity, in perfe&- 
ing the virtue and happineſs of man. 


Againſt ignorance, obſtinate prejudice, 
nay, the moſt perverſe and wilful devi- 
ation from the ſpirit of the goſpel, you 

will remember always that it is the moſt 
unſeemly mode of oppoſition to © anſwer 
be fool according to his folly,” the ſcorner 
with mockery, the hot-brained bigot, and 
religious party- ſcribbler with rancour and 
perſonal reproach. It is equally incon- 
ſiſtent with the character of a man of 
ound * and with the decent diſ- 


charge 
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charge of the duties of your profeſſion. 
For the involuntary miſtakes of other 
men eſpecially, you will be ſenſible that 
diſcreet and ſober argument, urged with 
tenderneſs and a ſecret compaſſion, ought 
always to be uſed in preference. To 
this command of temper, not heaven- 
ly minded Charity alone invites you. 
It is one of the beſt leſſons you are taught 
by worldly wiſdom, through the willing 
heart of an opponent to ſeek the moſt 
open and ready acceſs to his OO 


ing. 


SECTION II. 
De Dogmatif and Sceptic. 35 


TO enable you the better to execute 
this beneficent office with a proper tem- 
per, it will be requiſite firſt to obtain, and 
then to bear conſtantly in mind, a clear 
idea of the diſtinct n of thoſe, 
whoſe errors you are called to reprove, 
endeavouring indeed to keep the unity 
of the ſpirit,” but always“ in the bond 

| of 
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of peace.” This is your peculiar pro- 
vince, Be it your higheſt glory; all 
other ambition or intereſt being caſt down 
far beneath it. Of theſe opponents then, 
the firſt with whom we may ſuppoſe you 
to be engaged, as the moſt commonly 
liable, at this day, to put your temper to 
the proof, are the Dogmatiſt and Sceptic, 
characters ſtongly contraſted, yet agree- 
ing in many more points than you may 
be at firſt aware. Obſerve the man who, 
in a peremptory and haughty, tone, de- 
cides upon any dark and queſtionable doc, 
trine, without being ſolicitous to ſupport 
that doctrine by any ſolid, or even intel- 
ligible argument, This is a pitiable 
weakneſs merely, as far as it regards his 
ſolemn ſelf alone, But when he impoſes 
that deciſion upon the judgment of other 
men, by dint of any fullible authority, how- 
ever highly exalted in the opinion of his 
E without ſubmitting it to a fair and 
ee ſerutiny, this you will pronounce a 
culpabledogmatiſm, To enforce that im- 
poſition with anathemas, formidable only 
in ſound, betrays a conſcious want of any 
rational power of defence, They are 
r N | the 
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the bluſterings of a daſtardly bully, But 
they are no longer bruta fulmina, they 
become horrible in their conſequences, 
when enforced by oppreſſion. of every 
denomination, by the ratio ultima of a 
cruel magiſtrate, or a more dreadfully ty- 
rannical mob, by penalties and outrages 
ſhocking to humanity. Thele are an in- 
ſult to Heaven ſo groſs, that it is incon- 
ceivable what idea the perpetrators can 
have formed to themſelves of the divine na- 
ture. Upon ſuch religious pretences can 
it be poſſible to fix too foul a name ? 


But your attention is now recalled 
from thence, to contend with an adver- 
ſary equally ſtubborn and intractable 
Scepticiſm, which leſs blaſphemouſlly in- 
deed, but more directly, leads to infidelity. 
Againſt the approach of this leſs violent, 
but treacherous foe, you will have the 
more ſrequently occaſion to ſtand upon 
your guard, as he comes with a leſs for- 
bidding mien. Though men of candour 
yourſelves, expect from neither any real 
portion of that amiable quality, ſhame- 
leſsly cried down of late by venal and 
ſactious ſcribblers. You will obſerve theſe 

two 
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two extremes in perpetual variance with 
each other. Yet, upon a nearer view, 
you will be ſtruck with a ſtrange fimila- 
rity in their habits and complexions, alike 
unfriendly to reaſon, truth, and mental 
improvement. The one rejects them 
with rude invective, the other with a po- 
-hſhed ſneer. Both are deciſive, with 
blind obſtinacy, againſt any modeſt tender 
you can make of important information 
reſpecting the main tendency and true 
ſpirit of the goſpel of Chriſt. Such is 
the ſtiffneſs of the ſceptic, and ſuch the 
phrenzy of many a modern enthuſiaſt, 
that they both, with the ſame pertinacity, 
renounce the power of reaſon, They 
affect eſpecially to condemn it's preſump- 
tion, in pretending to ſupport, or elucidate 
by argument, a ſingle article of faith, 
though it be one, of which it has pleaſed 
the merciful Creator of the human mind 


that it ſhould be able to attain the cnet 
evidence. 


It may occaſionally be your misfor- 
tune, as it has been mine, to attend in ſi- 
lence to the ridiculous diſputes, carried 
on with as great animoſity as abſurdity, © 


by 
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by two of cheſe doughty antagoniſts, 
alike incapable of confutation, and alike 
exaſperated againſt an abſent adverſary, 
Reaſon, who, whilſt they are blindly 
dealing their random ſtrokes at each 
other, is ſure to keep out of the way. 
From the puffed and windy Dogmatiſt, 
whilſt the frantic fit 1s on him, you will, 
of courſe, m conformity to her example, 
keep your diſtance due. With the Scep- 
tic alſo, when devotedly enſlaved to his 
ungodly luſts, and by them incorrigibly 
biaſſed againſt all religion, you will eſteem 
it vain for rational or mild perſuaſion to 
contend, But experience and reflection 
will teach you here 10 make ſome diſeri- 
mination of characters, diſtin from ei- 
ther of theſe oppoſite, yet ſimilar ex- 
tremes, of inſolent aſſertion and denial; in 
direct contradiction to evidence and com- 
mon ſenſe. An adverſary there is to ra- 
tional religion, of a ſhrewder and leſs un- 
poliſhed caſt thaneither. It is with a well- 
bred ſceptic of this ſort, that you may ex- 
pett, at this day, a more frequent, and 
ſeemingly a fairer challenge to diſpute. 
He will affect a candid attention to your 
argument, with a purpoſe only to object, 

and 
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and prevent it's leading to any concluſion, 
The name he aſſumes implying conſideru- 
tion, he intreats you to regard him as a 
more ingenuous objector than the above 
declared enemies to all free diſquiſition. 
Do not flatter yourſelves, on this appear- 
ance of docility, with a probable chance 
of bringing ſoon your conteſt to a proſper- 
ous iſſue. Acuter, cooler, and commonly 
better informed than either of the fore- 
going, becauſe, from. proſeſſion and habit, 
he muſt keep up an apparent readineſs, to 
receive information, he may ſeem not un- 
willing, nay ſometimes deſirous, for awhile, 
civilly to accompany you in the plain and 
ſtrait middle path which leads to the tem- 
ple of truth; yet expect, in converſing 
with him, by the way, perhaps a leſs rude 
and offenſive, but ſtill a perplexing and 
alflictive trial of your patience. 


' Religion, he may allow, is a ſubj ect 
of i inquiry proper enough for men of Tei 
ſure, and of a certain age, provided it lays 
no ſhackles on our condutt, and is carried 
on With that unlimited freedom which is 
generally allowed in the proſecution of 
any other ſcience. He conſiders none, 

| for 
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for his part, as meriting the name of ſei- 
ence, where he may not openly withhold 
his aſſent from every thing, which accords 
not perfectly with his own mind. Politics 
and religion eſpecially, or the ſciences of 
government, human and divine, as they 
are of the higheſt importance, will he leaſt 
of all endure to hear excepted. He con- 
demns, he approves of nothing, without a 
thorough inveſtigation, Of all men he is 
the molt open to conviction. All he mo- 
deſtly craves, 1s unqueſtionable and abſo- 
lute demonſtration of every thing that is 
ra to him as a matter of fa * 


It will be here incumbent on you to 
point out preciſely how far this gently- 
ſtern requiſition is conſiſtent with wiſdom, 
or plain common ſenſe, When you have 
endeavoured to make him ſenſible how 
far only his demand is juſt, you will be 
ready to oblige him, if you can, with re- 
ſpect to all points, that will admit of abſo- 
lute demonſtration ; but you muſt make 
him underſtand that you have many 
things to propoſe to his attention, which 
are not exactly of that nature. The divine 
interference, for inſtance, by a Particular 

Providence, 
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Providence, in any one ſingular event of 
human life the moral agency of man, 
independent of abſolute phyſical neceſſity 
the natural immortality of the ſoul, as 
conſequent upon it's immaterial ſubſtance 
—the reality of a revelation from God, 
eſpecially of the Chriſtian, eſtabliſhed 

upon well-atteſted facts, rendered moſt 
_ credible, when ſubmitted to the ſtricteſt 
ſcrutiny of human reaſon. — All theſe 
points, you will tell him, you are ready to 

main tain, with ſo high a degree of proba- 
ble evidence, as no rational man can re- 
fuſe to aſſent to—It is no matter—This 
will not content him. In his nega- 
tives, though moſt improbable, he 1 5 
perfiſſs. | 


To prove theſe negatives,” he cries, 
* you cannot demand from me. In no 
fair argumentation is that allowable, I 
pretend to no ſuch thing, I only beg 
leave to retain them ftill, with my privi- 
lege of doubting, till you are ſo . as to 
produce a poſitive proof of your affirma- 
tives, entirely to my ſatisfaction. You 


vill excuſe my putting your ſtrength to 
| ſo 


Ci 
ſo ſore a trial. But the taſk, without dil- 
pute, indiſpenſably lies upon you.“ — 


The tranſient ſmile of triumph, that 
may probably accompany this apoſtrophe, 
you will happily diſconcert. Be of good 
courage ; Heaven and Truth are on your 
ſide. Preſerve your patience, though you 
hear him declare, that“ being profeſſed- 
ly in utter darkneſs himſelf, he can admit 
no ſure belief that there exiſts any where 
a ſingle ray of light.” You will expoſe, 
in glowing colours, the pernicious conſe- 
quences of his rejefting that, which the 
deareſt intereſts of ſociety, it's good order, 
ſecurity and happineſs, which his own in- 
timate concerns require to be generally 
believed. You will not find him yet in- 
clined to afford you hope of a ſpeedy ac- 
quieſcence.— To what purpoſe,” he will 
coldly aſk, © is this eloquent appeal to my 
paſſions, upon a point, which my reaſon 
alone is competent to decide? Your no- 
tions may, perhaps, be true: but to bring 
my judgment to aſſent to them, you muſt 
ſupport them with a force of evidence 
ſufficient to render all doubt impoſſible.” 
vou will not long have occaſion to 

redouble, 
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redouble, in reply, your pathetical regtet 
at his fatal indifference. Though anx- 
10us, for a while, to remain unmoved in 
his beloved ſuſpenſe, unwilling to quit 
his hold on airy nothing, though jealous 
of your betraying him to embrace unwel- 
come truths; a ſecret apprehenſion of 
their mighty moment to his preſent, his 
future, and for aught he can alledge to 
the contrary, his eternal welfare, will not 
ſuffer itſelf to lie idle in his boſom. He 
ſtill contends againſt it, hemming his 
darling paſſions round with a guard of 
counter-probabilities, all looking different 
ways at once, and each contradictory to 
all the reſt, as well as to itſelf, You will 
have driven theſe his faint ſatellites to 
ſkulk behind the broad impenetrable ſhield 
of their boldeſt champion, ingenious Non- 
ſenſe, which, poſſeſſing the magic pro- 
perty of being neither true nor falſe, is 
ſecure in it's dehance of all confutation, 
Though ſomewhat incommoded by this 
familiar phantom, you well know your 
only method of diſpelling it, by reclaim- 
ing the attention of the Sceptic to his own 
conſtant declaration :—* No enemy is he 
to information, It is the grand object of 

Ec his 
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his unceaſing reſearches. All he ſets his 
face againſt is a mere pretenhon to the 
knowledge of truth, without moral evi- 
dence. Afford him but this, and he is ever 
ready to give ear to any well-grounded 


problem, though propounded to bim om 
the mouth of a prieſt”— 


Take him at his word. Make it ap- 
pear that the articles you mean to enforce 
are ſuch as you really underſtand, and can 
prove, with the higheſt poſſible degree of 
evidence, ſhort of abſolute or mathema- 
tical demonſtration, of which they are na- 
turally unſuſceptible. Moral certainty is 
to him a horrible ſpectre. At it's felt 
approach he is thrown into a cold ſweat. 
His objections crowd in afreſh, Miſtruſt 
and fcruples inſtantly ſtart up, with a train 
of dreaded conſequences, all threatening 
to diſturb and reſtrain him in his preſent 
enjoyments. Continue to diſplay to him, 
in contraſt, the happier ſtate of that mind, 
which abiding ſtedfaſt in the faith eſta- 
bliſhed by a divine revelation, can ſtrength: 
en it's confidence in the moſt joyful truths, - 
can cheer With vivid light che faint in- 

a timation 
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timations of unaſſiſted reaſon, can re- 
joice in the gracious purpoſes, of God. 
held forth in that goſpel which ſanctions 
the ſublimeſt hopes that the heart of a 
good man can form, whilſt it mercifully 
excites the fears ordained by Providence 
to be attendant upon conſcious guilt. Be 
ſully aſſured yourſelves that your adhe- 
rence to the great articles of religion natu · 
ral and revealed, reſts on ſolid and clearly 
intelligible arguments, and the teſtimg- 
ny of evidence inconteſtable., To theſe 
you will ſedately inſiſt on recalling his 
attention, undiſturbed at his frequently 
recurring petulance, or his perſevering 
determination to one point alone, to e 
aſſent to nothing. 


1 is now your time to put him in 
mind that, if conſtant to his ruling 
maxim, he muſh of courſe decline 3 
peremptory diſſent from any thing he 
cannot clearly diſprove. This may re- 
ſtore him to his aſſumed character of 
an humble Searcher. Depend upon it, 
at ſome auſpicious moment, the dread of 
impending danger from the looſeneſs of 
his principles, the ſenſe of preſent miſery 


and 
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and ſhame will impel him to wonder, 
upon a nearer view of the road to falva- 
tion, that he could wilfully have aban+ 
doned, could ever have loſt ſight of the 
obvious and moſt eligible alessa 
path between Superſtition and Incredu- 
lity. Your future labour will 
ſmoothly according to your wiſn. The 
opening proſpett you vill preſent of bliſs 
inconteivable; * fuch. as eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, as never entered into ibe heart 
of man,” will produce its eſſect. Theſe 


objects and motives, if their itifluenee on 


you is manifeſted; ill not fail to excite in 


his breaſt, . 


correſponding to n dun. 
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He may hekeeforth on to — 
with a more decent reſerve of that ſolid 
ſtrength of argument, cemented by well- 
atteſted facts, which aſcertains the ſtabi- 

lity of your grounds of faith,” This you 
will aſſert your readineſs to explain, with 
that only degree of preciſion, to confirm 
vith that only degree of evidence; which 


ed, yet gra 
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imperſett reaſon, the unthankfully abuſ- 
cious boon of Heaven, the 
r faculty, which he ſo extrava- 
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gantly.magnifics at, one moment, and ſo 
inconſiſtenily depreciates the next, can 
poſſibly apprehend, He may be taught 
at lengiht 10 regard, with revgrence and 
gratitude, the ſanctions gf, a divine reve- 
lation, 10 the awfub.gbjefts, af, your be- 
ef. He may bluſh to argue any longer 
againſt, their exiſtence, ſrom his own, ig: 
norance of their intimate nature, e 
or properties,. Upon, theſe you,, 
. ſpeak with the profoundet humi; 
ny. Von will be as ready as himſelf to 
eonſeſs ihat no perfectly adequate idea of 
ihem can appenain to the faculties. 0 
meme Agord in 
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Of chriſtianity, you may, perhaps, hear 
him pow honeſtly conſels, he never yet 
had caught the fhghieft glimpſe. It was 
only 4s vain ſhadow, insomprehenſible 
jargon, and: inſigniſicant formalities,; that 
have been hitherto preſented- to my no- 
tice. It's. features and complexion, ant 
mated with that div ine bene volenoe, 
which you tell me it breathes throughout 
in the goſpel, I admite, I wiſh to; knoy 
where upon earth I am to look for it. 
Nothing like it do 1 behold. exhibited, in 


any 
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any one eſtalliſhed or uneſtabliſhed chureh 
in Chriſtendom. Nothing more unlike it 
can be imagined, he may add; (with a civil 
compliment to What he may probably 
call our ſomewhat reformed plan, at home) 
than the ridiculous, but. deluſive maſk it 
wears in all Topin countries.” I er 


To this kat /afckitow 300 will in 
the main agree. But, you may aſſure 
him, if he can perſuade Bimſelf to break 
looſe from his former prejudices and com- 
panions, he wilt find / among the en- 
ent members of our Proteſtant, aud mare 
truly Chriſtiaw chureh, a far greater por 
tion ' of that pure. evangelical ſpirit, '6f 
whiell the Dogmarif and Bigot had'taught 
bim to form Ib many frightful, falſe 10 
contradi notions. Howeber ju 
indignant at the abommable' 
of Popery,he'mily now be rather inefmed 
to join with you, in congratulating our 
ebuntrymen, upon the liberal temper dif 
played of lite by the Britiſh Parliatient, 
in their nnilder rip of treatment, nt 
nimoufly adopted, toward the aherrity 
to Popery, a religion ridiculouſly ſtiled 
catholic, who, from a mental illumina- 
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uon inſenſibly eee ehe folk 
country, have been ſtriving to make it 
wear, in many reſpects, much leſs of the 
horridly forbidding aſpect it _— 
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THE. moderation purpoſed, in n ſuture, 
| to be obſerved by our government, in re- 
gad to, Papiſts, has, has, I truſt, with very, 
few exceptions, been generally approv- 
ed. What conſiſtent Froteſtant ean poſ- 
fbly object 10 it? But Proteſtants are 
not always, conſiſtent, any more than 
or patriots. I is juſtifiable, 
no, doubt, it is loyal, it is philanthro- 
pig 4 5 e and abjure ceriain gber, 
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vate. Hence, we know, have ſprung 
jealouſies and fears in ſome minds, againſt 
which we are provided,” in this iſland, 


with ample ſecurity. The errors of Po- 


pery, moſt dangerous to the ſtate, when 
exploded from the continent, are not 
likely to be countenanced anew in Bri- 
tain. Her ſpiritual dominion over the 
conſciences of more than half the Chriſtian 
world, is ſuddenly paſſing away like a 
ſhadow, Hardly will it be viſible, in the 
face it 1s preparing to wear, that it ever 
ſeriouſly exiſted, The moſt obſequious 
of her ſceptered votaries and croziered 
ſtateſmen have openly, in deeds if not in 
words, long diſowned it. All it's moſt 
generally reſpected profeſſors in England 
(we may truſt their public declaration of 
it) are now impelled, with ſhame and re- 
pentance, to diſclaim their future ſub- 
miſſion to it's moſt irrational and ſla viſſi 
tenet. The errors, no longer miſchiev- 
ous to the public, which they ſtill main- 
tain, they will urge, from hencefortnh, 
« i non caſts, tamen caute,” Their ex- 

perteſt champions will bear in mind the 
ſhrewd hint of the Stagyrite to a man con. 
vided 


(SY 
vitted of --falſe pretence, * when water 
 choaks thy gullet, why drink on ?“ No 
prieſt, prelate or pontiff will they now 
preſume to regard as empowered to dil - 
ſolve the obligation of their oaths and 
engagements to heretics; No prince or 
potentate has any thing now to fear from 
the degrade 


of their conſciences, whoſe predeceſſors 
trampled formerly upon their imperial 
necks, deprived them of their crowns, ſet 
their ſubjetts free from all allegiance to 
them, put their whole kingdoms under 
an interdict, juſtified maſlacres, and ſaint- 
ed the moſt execrable — 8 devoted 
Wihe cauſe;of MRS 2 7 

„Abe beſt intens Er Sin of 0 our 
preſent rulers have been cenſured with no 
_ leſs acrimony than thoſe of the moſt ab- 
ſardly calummiated, and profanely extol- 
led adminiſtrations, which have gone be- 
fore them. But the lenient meaſure in 
queſtion, the moſt furious of their aſſail- 
ants cannot, conſiſtentiy with their own 
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principles,” condemn. To their provi- 
dent ſagacity it bears no leſs honourable 
teſtimony than to their temperate ſpirit. 
Let due praiſe be allowed them for the 
repeal of laws diſgraceful to our ſtatute- 
book, for Which We have only ſuch poor 
apologies as cheſe to make, that they were 
enacted in terrorem, upon the ſpur of 
freſn provocation, recentibus” b, or 
from politieal Næceſſity. To expoſe the 
futility of the laſt, moſt cuſtomary plea 
of ſtateſmen, the original invention of 
which Milton aſeribes to one, hom it 
is not eafy to imagine the boldeſt wight 
could be proud of acknowledging for his 
maſter, let it be ſufficient to ſay, that what 
had been alledged to be a matter of ne- 
cellity, it has never been found expedi- 
ent, or ſecure from miſchief, to put in 
execution. So that in this particular in- 
ſtance, the moſt general cry againſt the 
government, for a laviſh ——— 
would certainly be miſapplied. The in- 
eſtimable credit they have obtained for 
an equitable and liberal conduct, in this 
meaſure, has indeed been FRAY: er 
chaſed. ; a 


The 
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The commendation here given of the 
conciliatory conduct obſerved. of late tos 
ward the once moſt virulent foes to the 
church of England, ſuppoſed to be now 
no longer formidable to it, is not retracted 
here from a ſormer edition of this work; 
your Addreſſer being ſtill perſuaded of 
it's propriety, notwithſtanding ſome plau- 
fible arguments, ſince advanced in oppo- 
ſition to it“ You are urged, to keep a 
watchful eye to preſerve your flocks from 
the dangerous machinations of the ſpread - 
ing ſwarms, of Popiſh prieſts, | of every 
ſhape and colour, whom ve have folter- 
ed in our boloms.”— The advice and 
caution * are certainly right. But theſe 
are enforced by vague reports, that the 
ſucceſs of their inceſſant eagerneſs to 
diffuſe the peſtilent virus of their ſlaviſh 
doctrines, is by many recent ſacts ren; 
dered notorious in every corner of the 
nation, as well as the treacherous concur- 
rence with them of the Romiſh clergy 
long ſettled here. If you really credit 
the veracity, of theſe reports, which I can 
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neither warrant nor diſprove, that 
great miſchief is actually preſſing ſrom 
hat quarter to the vitals oſ our excel - 
lent eſtabliſhment, you will have a lively 
ſenſe of the peculiar exigence no laid 
upon you, to aſſiſt the vigilant circum- 
lpection of the ruling powers, in a charge 
which, in ſuch tickliſh eee 
quires the wary caution of countleſs eyes 
properly to- fulfil. Complaint is made; 
that to theſe ſalutary warnings. too many 
of our order are blind and deaf. In the 
number of theſe, it has been gently hinted, 
that your humble Addreſſer is included, 
on account of the unwillingneſs he has 
expreſſed to lend a ſtartled ear to the 
exaggerated accounts of dire perils im- 
minent to the ſtate. from a party, whoſe. 
inconſiderable number, power and influ- 
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ence, he was then 
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e grievous imputation. Mill; is/fu- 
peradded, that he gives no credit to the 
alarms of the danger that threatens us, in 
a ſimilar outery againſt the democratical 
tenets of our Proteſtant ſectaries. Aſter 
taking ſome pains to be truly informed; 
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he confeſſes they ilk appear to him un- 
ſupported by credible authority. That 
the dangerous notions in queſtion have 
been raſhly' uttered by a few indiſcreet 
perſons” of that deſignation, of little 
weight or eſteem amongſt them, for abili- 
ties or character, cannot be denied; While 
a vaſt majority, including all the moſt re- 
ſpetted teachers of their various tribes, 

honeſtly and loudly diſavow them. 
When you have an opportunity, (which 
I would adviſe you ſeriouſly to embrace), 
of converſing freely with the moſt judi- 


cious and beſt informed men of their ſeve- 


ral perfuaſions, they will convince you, 
that ſo far from wiſhing to ſubvert our 

eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, in order to 

raiſe up one of their own ; were the lat- 

ter event actually to tale place, they 
would have juſt reaſon to apprehend a 
change for the worſe in their own indi- 
vidual ſituation. Whatever a few reſt- 
leſs and misjudging ſpirits have madly 
vented in a fit of moody diſaffection, 
they know their real intereſts too well to 
think of promoting religious liberty by 
dint of public diſorder and confuſion. 
2 could their expeRation then be, 
when 
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when grounded on paſt experience of 
the diſconſolate condition of all the ſin- 
cerely pious, upon the ſubveron of our 
church a century and half ago? Since 
the happy reſettlement of legal order and 
tranquillity, the temperate and liberal 
conduct generally, if not uniformly ob- 
ſervable in the leading members of the 
eſtabliſhment; they are ingenuouſly ready 
to allow. But a mode of friendly expoſ- 
tulation with them, upon ſome few par- 
ticulars, {hall be ene to ee . 
en 95 6nd; 88 


„A now to [as alarms: lately 
ſpread of dangerous purpoſes hatching'in 
ſecret, and ready to burſt forth among the 
Engliſh Romaniſts, I am impelled * ot no- 
tice what an internal unwillingneſs to 
— would have inclined me to negle6t. 
While | fondly deeming that, with the 
fallen ſtate of the Popedom, all terror ſom 
a ſuppoſed apparition of it's departed ſpi- 
rit, ſtalking ſtill abroad in this land, was 
utterly extinguiſhed, the following paſ- 
lage 1 in the OY work of an . | 


[ 


* bes auen n our. "Hom. II. 443 
poeti- 


Ce 3 
poetiral critic, has lately met my. eye. 
* To the revival of the Roman cauſe 
in Great Britain, peſtis ero vivent. In our 
dread and natural horror of atheiſm and 
of anarchy, why are we to revive ſuper- 
ſition and tyranny?” — This pertinent 

query would claim our anxious regard, 
if we did not repoſe due confidence in 
the vigilant care of our ſuperintendants 
ſpiritual and temporal. My cool uncon- 
cern at this dreaded ſurmize, I am told, 
I may ſee corretcted, on peruſal of the vi- 
rulent and intolerant principles, diſplayed 
in the writings of Mr. John Milner, a Ro- 
miſh prieſt, reſident at Wincheſter. En- 
couraged, it ſeems, by the indulgence 
of government, he more than inſinuates 
the combinations of his party, to urge 
vehemently freſn petitions, remonſtrances, 
demands. He paſſionately inveighs a- 
gainſt the loyal expreſſions in the late 
=> N of the rational aud rer. v 
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+ Abraid leſt we / Trense mould 
think the ſpirit of his church had ſuffer- 
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ed any abatement, ! Thus to my judg- 
ment, he cries out,“ am I and the whole 
catholic body, without conſenting to it, 
pledged, in the face of the Legiſlature, io 
condemn the wars: of Charlemagne, and 
the cruſade againſt the infamous Albi- 
genſes. es.”—The good people thus madly. 
branded with. unmerited infamy, ſhall be 
juſtly. deſcribed in the ſequel of this; Ad- 
refs! In the mean time, I ſhall here 12 
join to this ſtrange ſally of a 

got, the very intereſting remark made 
upon it by the quick-ſighted eritic heſore 
quoted. I hope we are all children of 
mercy,” trained and educated in the be- 


nevolence andi charity, which Chriſt has 
taught and enforced; and if we have read 


thehitory of that infernal and murderous. 
perſecution of the devoted; Albigenſes, 


(whole 


ranny,) what: opinion or comment (hall, 
we form on this mercileſs prieſt; who, aſter. 
the lapſe of centuries, feels the ſame paſ- 
ſions and the ſame thirſt — 
theſe innocent victims of popiſh and arbi- 
trary violence? Crimine ab uno 1 11 om- 
nes. 2 of DD. 


To 


chief crime vas their determined 
oppoſition and reſiſtance to the papal;ity-. 
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To the juſtneſs of all, but che ſhort con- 
eluding ſentence of chis remark, you will 
readily ſubſeribe your cordial approba- 
tion. But here permit me to propound 
to this very: keen polemic a ſlight query 
in is own: way, Is it quite prudent, in 
qu preſent cireumſtances, to affront in- 
diſcfiminately every individual member 
of that whole body, with an A vaunt 
alike both friend and ſoe ? Shall! we 
hazard iam unſeaſonableꝭ rejection of the 
voluntary tender of allegiande to our ſo- 
vereign, and good wiſhes for the ſtubi 
licy':of our happy conſtitùtion, for the 
lenity of which, we — nb ſincerely 
grateful ſentiment expreſſed by all the 
moſt reſpectable part of that commu- 
| nionꝰ Shall we be ted to this indifcretion) 
by the intemperate and filly ſpeeches 
of a few, very few, hot · hrained party- 
zeulots p! But this Milner, „ ſays che Oe 
tic;** nepreſents the opinions of a very 
porrion of their body, b e 
— ——- 
ſingle authority» of the prieſt 1 
Vou will, I rode pay more attention 

ene . un * UD 16161. 
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do the. contrary, afleveration of che vell · 
known... and. moſt reſpected ; perſons of 
their body, che declare, that it is only 
a very, mail and inſignificant, part of it, 
who are raſh enough to utter (what they | 
diſavaw with {corn) ſuch fooliſh menaces, 
as betray, only impotence and. ſrenay. 
They appear, indeed, ſo exceedingly ri: 
diculous, that you will not eaſily believe 
that any ſurmize of great miſchief im- 
pending from them can ſeriouſly, have 
created thoſe violent emotions, which 
ſeem, to urge the keen - Purſuits of this 
eagle- eyed Hunter. Could any thing 
more opportunely befriend che Proteſtant 
cauſe than theſe extravagant aſſertions of 
the mercileſs Pap tytanny, thus ex ; 
peled, xithont dilguiſe, by one of its 
bliodlydevoted prieſts ? This. is 5 time, 
no doubt, for circumſpection and ric 
watch ſsgainſt our inſidious, and, fon ſpi- 
rited, , exertions-, againſt our aſſaulting 
foes 4. bat not for the haughiy rejection 
of the proffered good-will of any man, or 
let of. men, however differing from us in 
Points uneſſential tothe public ſaſety. 
For a bold and free expoſtulation with 
aw upon defrinalopoigts lui dacht 
t 


. 

bent on you to qualify yourſelves 
careful and diligentꝭ ſtudy of —— 
invaluble tracts produced in our ſucceſs. 
ſul controverſy with them, beſore the 
cloſe of 'the-laſt century. To che go- 
vernment belongs the adoption of pru- 
dent meaſures, conciliatory of ſuch” reci- 
procalaffeftion as may, in future, through 
a ſenſe of mild and equitable treatment, 
attach them to us with! the bande of ſin- 
cere and laſting amity. 1d $041 - 1,64 G2 
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Vour oppoſition ſtill to everypernicious 
Popiſh doarme-you will maintain; upon 
all proper occaſions, \ with unremitted 
earneſtneſs. In to this branch 
of your duty, allow me, without offence, 
to ſubjoin a remark, Which our Reformed 
Church may, with great regret, apply to 
many amongſt you; upon whoſe abilities 
to deſend it, with the grace of God, it has 
a conſtant claim, it repoſes a bertain re · 
Hanee for it's ecurity againſt their appre- 
hended enerbachments. It has oceaſion- 


ally been matter of ſerious concern to 


me to hear the frank a 
of young Engliſn Cleigymeu, of no 
contemptible proficiency in other kinds 
$6 14 of 
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of learning.“ that the controverſy of. 
Proteſtantiſm with Popery, having, in their 
academical ſtudies, been but ſeldom, and 
that ſhghtly, recommended to their no- 
tice, they had beſtowed very little atten- 

tion upon what they conſidered as now 
grown obſolete, and no longer intereſting 
to the ſtate, and of no conſequence to a 
candidate for church- preſerment; and 
what, from unprofitable curioſity, they 
had no inducement to meddle with. 
What their ſuperiors had exhorted them 
to attend to, as an object of more imme- 
diate alarm, was the imminent 
to our eſtabliſhment; ariſing from our 
Proteſtant ſeQtaries, but more eſpecially 
from the bold ſticklers for various amend- 
ments, in our forms and diſcipline, which 
they were engaged to declare, © not only 
admirably well ain but Stew 
page — 


If;wher called upon to diſchatge-an 
obligation of ſuch peculiar incumbency 
upon men of your profeſſion, you can 
thus coolly confeſs yourſelves unprepared - 
to undertake it; attend to a ſerious ſug- 
—_ Mou have, it ſeems, beſtowed 

H little 
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little or no previous conſideration upon 
the ſubtle fallacies, by which the Ro- 
maniſts deſend their groſſeſt errors. Ob- 
ſerve the conſequence. Your | amaze- 
ment at their extreme abſurdity, your 
diſguſt at what, if they never occurred to 
you before, will be to you utterly void 
of meaning, a mere gibberiſh of Babel, 
will diſconcert you, but not them, Your 
indignation at the affront they are mani- 
ſeſtly putting upon your underſtanding 
will be-to them a matter of deriſion, of 
cheap and eaſy triumph, as a proof of 
their claimed ſuperiority in point of argu- 
ment. Think of the riſque you will run 
of diſcrediting the cauſe of common 
lenſe and true religion, if when engaged 
to anſwer their enſnaring ſophiſms; you 
will be forced moſt ſhameſully to declare 
yourſelves unequal to the taſk of confut- 
ing them. They mult ever prove con- 
. temptible indeed, when fairly Gifted, 
Yet [ have witneſſed, with ſurprize, the 
ridiculous confufion of men, neither defi- 
cient in acuteneſs of diſcernment, nor in 
thoſe branches of literature, which they 
deemed of preſent currency ; who have 
candidly confeſſed, that upon hearing them 
pro- 


— 
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propounded, for the firſt time, though 
ſtruck with their incompetency to ex- - 
plain what they were adduced to prove, 
they found themſelves ſorely puzzled: be- 
yond expectation. No intelligible rea- 
ſoning could they oppoſe to what they 
{trove in vain to apprehend. A pompous 
parade of learning, without knowledge, 
a ſpecious phraſeology, without- ſenſe or 
ſignificancy of any fort, an invincible re- 
ſiſtance to admit one ray of light; theſe 
are the paltry, yet impervious fence, not 
of the Papiſt alone, but of every blind 
and obſtinate polemic, every myſtical 
ſectary, of all denominations in Chriſten- 
dom. It is only by a complete and 
adequate proof of the perfect ſimplici- 
ty, the plain intelligible meaning of the 
goſpel tenets, that you can hope to 
confound, if not to ſilence, the ſhrewd 
| impertinence common to them all, to the 
bigot, who perverts, and the infidel, who 
rape it. 9 
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SECTION TV. 
The Proteſtant Innovator, 


AS certain members of our Church, 
who ventured, many years ago, to 
expreſs their pious wiſhes | for what 
they deemed both honourable and ex- 
pedient emendations, in reſpect to it's 
articles, forms, and canons, are known to 
have incurred much illiberal cenſure for 
the ſame, let the ſhort remark, inſerted 
upon the occaſion, in a former Edition, 
or brief Epitome, of this work, be per- 
mitted to remain uncancelled. But here 
1t-may not be amiſs to ſubjoin a few more 
particular conſiderations upon the ſubject, 
at a criſis which demands our beſt en- 
deavours to compole our internal dif- 
ferences. They will, I hope, not exaſpe- 
rate, but tend rather to aſſuage a little 
the captious humour of miſinformed and 
miſconceiving cenſors, Of theſe humble 


Petitioners 


„ 

Petitioners for the diſereet and moderate 
reform propoſed, there were two diſtinct, 
though equally well-meaning claſſes, 
whom the detractors of both generally 
chuſe to confound. The former pub- 
licly addreſſed their requeſt to the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, the latter, 
more privately, to their Right Reverend. 
Superiors. To the latter, the Author 
openly avows his having acceded, with 
a moſt hearty concurrence of ſentiment, 
from which he has never varied. His 
opinion of the immediate urgency of the. 
approved amendments of a few 1mper- 
lections, in what he ſincerely regards as. 
very excellent upon the whole, is this. 
He thinks there may be a plauſible pre- 
tence admitted for {ome delay of the de- 
firable meaſure, till thoſe. who may be 
appointed to conduct it can avail them- 
ſelves of the additional aids, ſuperadded 
to the lights obtained ſince the laſt very 
diſtant Reviſal, which have been gradu- 
ally growing clearer and more ſteady, 
Thereis now alaudable andaccurate ſtudy 
of the Bible ſuceſsfully carried on, by a 
few men of learning and ſolid judgment. 

2 1 Of 
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Of the fruit of their pious labours there 
is great promiſe both at home and abroad. 


If an uninformed Reader ſhall be pleaſ- 
ed to expreſs his wonder that one, who 
unauthorized, has arrogated to himſelf 
the thankleſs office of Adviſer to his 


younger Brethren, ſhould content himſelf 
with mentioning theſe bold Innovators, 
theſe portentous objects of his jealous 
apprehenſion, not only without a ſhud- 
der or grave rebuke, but with apparent 
approbation; do not balk his pleaſure 
in wondering, but raiſe it ſtill higher, by 
telling him this ſtrange, but well-atteſted 
ſtory. — About five and twenty years 
ago, at mid-day! a company of theſe 
black ſpectres, who ſo affright him; were 
actually ſeen paſſing through the portal 
of the Archiepiſcopal palace at Lambeth, 
avowing as they paſſed, the very purpoſe 
of introducing an innovation in the church! 
nay prob deum atque hominum fidem — 
moſt of theſe dire conſpirators, after they 
had ſlept out the interim of their phan- 
taſma, or hideous dream, aroſe, and ap- 
peared unto A raiſed up to the higheſt 

dignities, 
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a and ſome of them ſeated upon | 
epiſcopal. thrones. Humble ſupphants * - 
then, they ſignified their being come to 
petition their Right Reverend Superiors, 
and firſt his Grace, their Metropolitan, 
that they would mercifully vouchſafe to 
diſentangle their conſciences from cer- 
tain ſcruples relative to forms and ſub- 
ſcriptions. | The Primate, the meek Dr. 
Cornwallis, being betore apprized what 
the iſſue of ſuch an application ofcourſe 
mult prove, returned this ready. anſwer ; 
* The Parliament is ſummoned to meet 
next week. As many of my brethren as 
{hall attend upon the ſummons, I ſhall 
call together, and acquaint them with 
your requeſt. I know it expreſſes the 
wiſh of many worthy, and excellent mem- 
bers of our church. In ten days they 
came again, and received this deciſive 
reſult of the Epiſcopal conſerence It 

is agreed that to liſten to your requeſt at 
this time would be neither ſafe nor pru- 
dent.” — With ſubmiſſion, it has been 
reſpectfully aſked, Was the anſwer of 
their Lordfhips exallly reported ? Pru- 
dent it certainly could not be, if not 


le. 
The 
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The obvious intent of the foregoing 
ſimple narrative is to ſhew, that what 
upon the high authority of our ſpiritual 
Lords 1s declared unſaſe for them to med- 
dle with, it muſt be moſt imprudent, in an 
humble parochial clergyman, even to 
think of. It may indeed be preſumed 
that every Engliſhman who has reflected, 
with judgment, upon the civil and eccle- 
ſiaſtical hiſtory of his country, is well ap- 
prized that we are indebted to occaſional 
innovation, and wiſely planned reſorms, 
for what conſtitutes the peculiar excel - 
lencies of our admired eſtabliſhment in 
church and ſtate, He cannot, at the 
ſame time be unconſcious, that ſeldom has 
the atchievement of redreſſing real griev- 
ances of long ſtanding, been carried into 
execution, without ſome immediate con- 
vulſion, and rary miſchief, even 
when the ſalutary work has been entruſt- 
ed to the ableſt heads and hearts leaſt in- 
fluenced by ſelfiſh or factious motives. 
But when unſeaſonably undertaken, by 
men of corrupt and unſtable principles, 
-whole crafty profeſſions and flattering 
promiſes are profuſely laviſhed to a de- 
4 a luded 
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luded tue, inflaming their worſt 
paſſions for baſe private ends, what have 
their improvident abettors to expect but 
multiplied wrongs, and diſgraces more 
afflictive than thoſe, from which a prepoſ- 
terous impatience has impelled the eaſy 
dupes to ſeek relief of ſuch perfidious 
We en E 


Theſe diſqualifying circumſtances in/ 
the character of a ſpecious ſtickler for a 
reform, which he neither means to pro- 
mote, nor ſeriouſly believes to be practi- 
cable, never eſcape a quick detection. 
At that inſtant, his boaſted talents, be- 
reft of all their power of illuſion, leave 
him expoſedto ignominy, not leſs reproach- 
ful than what he ſo plentifully, and in- 
deed ſo juſtly, ſheds upon the reptile 
worſhipper of eſtabliſhed error and abuſe. 
It was the Providence of God that gra- 
ciouſly ordained the events, which have 
combined to form the peculiar proper- 
ties, which yet ſo honourably diſtinguiſh 
the genuine character of - Engliſhmen, 
May he vouchſafe to render the general 


ſenſe of preſent diſtreſſes and common 


dangers inſtrumental in teaching them 
wiſdom, 
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wiſdom, in maintaining, through all the 
ſubordinate ranks of the community, that 
principle of - cordial union, the very eſ- 
{ence of national ſelicity, which alone is 


wanting to complete it's permanent . 
and n. 


T hen may it be in 3 ha ſole con- 


_ © tention between our Rulers and their 


Opponents, who beſt ſhall manifeſt the 
purity of his love of truth and right, by 
it's being uniformly regulated by a regard 
to public order, peace and harmony. 
You will probably. ſmile at this Utopian 
wiſh, as utterly hopeleſs ever to ſee it re- 
alized in this mortal ſtate, amidſt the con- 
{lifting paſſions and intereſts of ſublunary 
beings. In every human inſtitution, with- 
out doubt, all men of exact information, 

cool judgment and reflection, will expect 
to ſee many glaring defects, which the 
pliant tool alone of the party that finds 
an - intereſt in their continuance, will 
baſely ſtoop to palliate. Far different is 
the conduct of che man, whole public ſpi- 
rit, animated by a ſincere and conſiſtent 
philanthropy, governed by juſt and ra- 
tional principles, can never excite him to 
purſue 
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purſue any meaſures, tending to perpe 
tuate mutual ſuſpicion and miſtruſt, the 
bane, the death of all ſocial union. 


Let this obs elt then be ſleadily kept i in 
view, as a tel of the purity of. whatever 
aſſumes the title of patriotic ſentiment, 
Is the anxious concern we profeſs really 
directed to the glory and permanency 
of our national conſtitution itſelf, or to 
the proſperity only of our particular ſta- 
tion under it? We may confidently. and 
juſtly eſteem it the leaſt imperfect of all 
human eſtabliſhments, But if we affect 
to boaſt it's abſolute perfection, do we 
not reſiſt the means adapted to effetuate 
a nearer approach to it? Is it thus we' 
think by blinding the eyes ol it's deſend- 
ers, to ſecure it againſt the attacks of it's 
internal and external foes ? Let us im- 
partially conſider the probable hazard 
into which it may run, by ſtriking raſhly 
into either of the diverging lines of a 
perplexing dilemma, that keeps the ge- 
nius of the wileſt ſtateſmen perpetually 
upon the rack.—lIs the peril greater in 
abiding by all the conſequences of certain 
palpable abuſes, that bring diſcredit to 
that conſtitution, which we approve be- 

yond 


E 
yond any other exiſtent, or in encounter- 
ing the riſque of a violent political fer- 
ment, occaſioned by the beſt concerted 
plan ve can form to remove them ?— 
Jo refolve this queſtion with complete 
{atisfattion, will often exceed the abilities 
of a man of the moſt enlarged under- 
ſtanding, But it requires no extraor- 
dinary portion of it to diſcern that a 
criſis muſt come, when temperate plans 
of reformation will be, not obtruded by 
unadviſed-orill-defigning ſpeculatiſts, but 
voluntarily adopted, upon proof maturely 
weighed of their abſolute expediency, 
by all the firmeſt friends of our legal 
eſtabliſhment. 


Upon'this, as upon all other occaſions, 
it becomes you {till to maintain your inde- 
feiſible right of private judgment, uncon- 
trolled, on the one hand, by the declared 
opinion of men, ambitiouſly engaged in 
factious intrigues, or on the other, by 
that of perſons, who from power and 
patronage aſſume an indiſputable title to 
be always in the right. When you have 
unmaſked the baſeneſs of a devoted adhe- 
rent, without honour or principle, toeither 
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of theſe oppoſite parties, you will con- 
ceive little hope that any good can ariſe, 


without a miracle, from your pious en- 


deavours to inſtil into the ſervile and am- 
bitious partizans of the ſeparate faftions, 
the ſhghteſt notion of your honourable 
ſentiments. With your generous integrity 
of patriotic purpoſe, with your ſtedfaſt 
conformity to the unſullied character of 
a Chriſtian, you muſt be ſenſible that no 


miſcreant of either caſt can be raiſed to 


any real ſympathy. In that light you will 
ſilently regard them both alike, and ſhun, 
if poſlible, all familiar communication with 
either. 


In the mean time, you will ſiudy to 


make yourſelves well apprized, and be 
gratefully mindful of the peculiar excel- 
lencies of the admirably conſtituted plan 


of our national eſtabliſhments, and the 


bleſſings reſulting from them. You will 


omit no opportunity of propagating a 
cordial and well- grounded attachment to 


them in all you converſe with. This be- 


comes your indiſpenſible duty, as being, 


by profeſſion, promoters of good order 
and harmony. But as being alſo the un- 
| bribed 
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bribed and intrepid advocates for impott- 
ant truth, you will never ſhrink from a 
bold aſſertion of what you know to be 
the eſſential requiſites, in the lucky aſſem- 
blage, and ſtrong texture of which is 
placed the taliſman that muſt fix the 
fate, the proſperity or diſtreſs, the diſſolu- 
tion or perpetuity of this excellent con- 

ſtitution. Of theſe the ſincere and in- 
telligent patriot will, at no time, utterly 
loſe ſight. Yet though zealouſly atten- 
tive to them, in all ſeaſons, he will be well 
aware that all are not alike propitious to 

a ſpirited and. ri ngorous: contention for 
hogs 


On the following inconteſtible and con- 
| ſtant requiſites eſpecially he will repoſe 
his moſt confident . hopes.—-It- is in the 
maintenance in their due equilibrium of all 
the combined 'powers of the conſtituent 
parts, in the whole body politic.—lt is in 
their complete harmony with the moſt 
eſſential, it's Supreme Head:—lt is in the 
. Redfaſt accord of all the officers or agents 
of the ſtate, principal and ſubordinate, to 
ſubmit all their operations to the exact 

and unbiaſſed ſcrutiny of thoſe to whom 
the 
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the nation has delegated that ſacred 
truſs, It is upon the only laudable am- 
bition of theſe important and honourable ' 
Truſtees, faithfully to report the general 
voice of their conſtituents, freely to- de- 
clare the judgment they paſs upon all 
public meaſures, and manfully to maintain 
what they eſteem their trueſt intereſts, —It 
is upon a grateful diſpoſition, in the go- 
verned, to pay a due perſonal reſpett to 
their rulers, to entertain with equity 
and candour, a generally favourable opt- 
nion of their good intentions, yet conſei- 
entiouſly to pronounce an impartial judg- 
ment upon all their meaſures. It is upon 
the actual exiſtence of a greater proportion 
of honeſt men, among the Elettors of the 
| Repreſentatives of the people, than the 
{laviſh tools of corruption are willing to 
believe, are deſirous to find, or diſpoſed 
to leave undepravedrin- their principles 
and morals. It is, in ſhort, upon the ſuit- 
able deference, with which the Miniſters 
of an Engliſh Sovereign ought ever to deem 
themſelves, in all their agency, reſponſible 
to the cenſure of intelligent and worthy 
men, that the public welfare and ſecurity 
principally — heir cenſure, a 


vain, 


Ln 
vain, a ſelfiſh, or inconſiderate ſtateſman 
may affect to hold in extreme contempt, 
whilſt a wiſe one will be fully apprized, 
that amidſt a multitude, confeſſedly igno- 
rant and ſtupid, in the groſs, this country 
nevertheleſs can boaſt a greater number 
of ſagacious, well-informed, and accurate 
cenſors of the meaſures of it's rulers, 
through all their conſequences, immediate 
and remote, than the records of any one 


political ſyſtem upon earth has ever ex- 
hibited. 


When the balance of a ſyſtem ſo pecu- 
liarly bleſſed is duly maintained, very 
ſeldom vill it admit the management of the 
public concerns to be long entruſted to 
unſkilful or unfaithful hands. You will 
then condemn, as traiterous no leſs to the 
intereſts of the People than to thoſe of 
the Sovereign, every exorbitant attempt 
of a factious leader to unſettle it. But 
as no earthly inſtitution was ever ex- 
empt from an incidental abuſe of power, 
delegated to mortal man, he is undoubt- 
edly entitled to the thanks of the . 
who ſhall fairly and diſpaſſionately point 
it out. By the bleſſing of God, the Ai 
orders 
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orders ſpringing up from time to time, in 
this ably - conſtructed, but complicated ma- 
chine of our national eſtabliſhment; it has, 
 withinitfelf, the ready means of reQifying, 
— the leaſt poſſible detriment or dan- 
Moſt malevolent and criminal is 
ihe — of the man, who perfidiouſſy 
ſets up a mad pretence, from a eautibu; 
backwardneſs in government to accede to 
the redreſs demanded; (a caution juſtified 
by the extravagance of his ill-digeſted 
ſcheme) to renounce his allegianee to that 
authority, which, duly exerciſed, is our 
ſureſt protector from vrong, the ' heſt 
guardian of our deareſt rights from thb 
rage Beans vruga Wee 971 
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With a generous ' Seve 
on the oppoſite extremes, you will ſet 
your face alike againſt the vile ſycophan- 
cy, and proſtitution of principle, which 
impels a man outwardly to vindicate 
what his own conſcience inwardly dif: 
cerns to be really amiſs in the maxims of 
a powerful patron; and againft the malig- 
nity of u lawleſs oppoſition to hib rulers, 
in eontention for à pretended radical re- 
N e the teſt of found 


reaſon, 


wks rr 
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reaſon, appears to be not at all under- 
ſtood. Vou vill perceive, in the former, 
an open renunciation of all juſt and true 
ground or principle of thought or action, 


in the latter a manifeſtly fraudulent plea 


to cover the ſeditious practices of a party, 
rendered male-contentsfrom diſappointed 
ambition. [You will on both pronounce 
a. deciſive ſentence - of condemnation. 
They ſtand: both convicted of an utter 
unconcern for the good of the commu- 


nity, whoſe feelings and common ſenſe 


they alike thus inſolently affront, the 
courtly; ſlave, who palliates acknow- 
ledged grievances, and the ſubtle traitor, 


who exaggerates them, to embrail, and 


involve it in confuſion worſe confound- 
ed, and more pernicious than the diſ- 
orders he feigns an ee zeal to re- 
N 1 8 $3716 2581 04% 
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M ptiGriontious young Brethreh will 
excuſe an old man, for. inculcatiog, (per- 
haps too repeatedly,) the importance; at 
this time, of their ſtrict attention to an 
eſſential part of their duty; the expoſing 
to the ſcorn of the public, the falſe and 
. max ims * principles of the 
fell 
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fell prime movers of theſe contending 
| faftions.” No better method does he 
know to recompoſe it's turbulent and difs 
united ſtate, to eſtabliſh unanimity in it's 
counſels, and ſecurity no leſs to it's ſpi- 
ritual enjoyments han to it's temporal 

poſſeſſions. This intruſion of political 
Eucken into a tract, addreſſed to per- 
ſons; whoſe function is commonly confi 
dered as purely ſpiritual, might: appear to 
need ſome apology, if liable to an impu- 
tation often indifcriminately caſt upon 
the clerical character. It would admit of 
none, were the charge not improperly 
applied. Notorious, it is confeſſed, is 
the guilt of thoſe, who are juſtly accuſed 


of blending | two oppoſite intereſts, in the 
Joint worſhip of God and Mammon, 
of thoſe eccleſiaſtical '*® fafiongries, who 
convert their ſacred office into a pitiful 
trade, Their conduct ſurely preſents a 
ſtriking, contraſt. to that of thoſe humble 
beings, the noiſeleſs t tenor of whole. courſe 
diſdaing t to court the, favour of men; of 
thoſe who, ſtudy. to do. faithful ſervice to 


An expreflive term of Skeet no longer? in uſe, 
. $f 
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the general cauſe of humanity, and true 
religion, by deſcribing, in all it's glory, 
a righteous government in church and 
ſtate, bleſſed with the moſt eſſential of 
thoſe requiſites, a complete aſſemblage of 


which, can ſeldom, fail to render it peace 


able and happy. But this ſervice, Jet'me 
boldly add, you can never perform truly 
and laudably, unleſs you, reſolve to with. 
ſtand, with equanimity and an impartial 
ſpirit, the oppoſite extremes, on the one 
hand, of corrupt ore * Fer 1 
ol ren neee Li 
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The Proton iſomer Hof 1 


urn reſpect to thoſe lbagt our 
iſſenting Proteſtant Brethren, who un- 
derſtand "iemſetyes, and can explain 
to others the ſeruples which determine 
them to refuſe being members of our 


Church - Eſtabliſhment: we are accul- 
ed of not ſhewing them the ſame. can - 
did 


D np J 
did dif poſitions as we do to the Popiſh 


recuſants.—** What is the cauſe, they aſk, 
of this different treatment?” The occa- 
ſion, it ſeems, (certainly not the excuſe,) 
is traced from the groſs invettives againſt 
the conſtitution and ſpirit of our Church, 
which have diſgraced the publications of 

a few petulant declaimers, erroneouſly 
ſappoſed to be in high eſtimation among 
our Engliſh “ Sedlariet. The few intem+ 
perate railers in queſtion are of that nu- 
merous claſs, who modz/tly aſſume to them- 
ſelves the excluſive title of nn NY 


* It were to Hu wiſhed this 1 3 were 
never, without due diſcrimination, applied by us as a 
word of reproach to all thoſe who cannot entirely ap- 
prove of our forms and articles. Away from all wha 
confide in the juſtneſs and ſtrength of our eauſe, be { 
illiberal a token of impotent ill-will. When uſed with 
exact propriety, it obviouſly denotes the man, whoſe 
contentious and ſtubborn temper is directly oppoſite 
to the mild and conciliatory ſpirit of the goſpel. 
Among Proteſtants eſpecially, whoſe fundamental prin- 
ciple is the right of private judgment, let it only be ap- 
plied to thoſe untoward diſputants, of any party or pro- 
feſſion, whether eſtabliſhed or tolerated, clerical or lay, 
whom want of charity, candour and moderation, (qua- 
lities which they ridiculouſly affect to hold in extreme 
contempt,) cuts off, that is excommunicates, in fact, 
from the Church of Chriſt, from the number of the 
faithful followers of the Prince of Peace. 


ſenters, 


L mh Þ. 
ſenters, amongſt whom, it is well known, all 
the moſt intelligent and generally eſteem · 
ed preachers have condemned, and pub- 
licly cenſured the petulance falfely im- 

puted to their whole claſs. Of this 
— 2 plea for immoderate anger 
againſt them all, you will form a juſt 
opinion, if you compare the ſentiment 
that ſuggeſted It, to the temper and con- 
duct of thoſe, who in calmer times will 
be univerſally allowed to have beſt con- 
ſulted the honour. of the Church of Eng- 
land. Let me here direct your earneſt 
regard to “ one illuſtrious Prelate eſpeci- 

ally, among ſeveral others, whoſe truly 
apoſtolical ſpirit and eminent talents will 
do it fignal credit to lateſt poſterity. While 
ſuch men, and ſuch principles continue 
to adorn it, erit profefto, volente, pro- 
bante Deo, erit perpetua. Theſe revered 
and worthily exalted characters indicate 
to us the readieſt method of reclaiming 
theſe injurious ſeparatiſts, or at leaſt of 
ſweetening their bitterneſs, by exhibiting 
in themſelves the amiable example of 
a more genuine evangelical temper, It 


* Dr. Watſon, Biſhop of Landaff, ROY 
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is not by harſhneſs and reviling that we 
can hope to reconcile or diſcountenance 
the oppolers of decent order and harmo- 
ny. It is not by impoſing upon other 
men, as the indiſpenſible terms of 
ing them our good-will and brotherly 
love, to ſee with our eyes, and not their 
own; in all diſputable points. It is not 
by relapſing thus into that very abſurd 
principle of the Church of Rome, that 
moſt clearly juſtified our departure out of 
it, and which no one can be tempted io 
aſſert; who has good ſenſe enough to ap- 
prehend, and reſolution to avow, what 
conſiſtently maintained, ſhould conſtitute 
the trueſt glory of the Church of England, 
It is not by turning aſide from the gra- 
cious pattern ſet us by our bleſſed Lord, 
who took every occaſion to give the 
Jews a favourable impreſſion of the Sa- 
maritans, recommending them to promote 
a mutual reconciliation, by renouncing 
on both ſides, an incentive to relentleſs 
hatred, an angry controverſy about a 
point, apparently not of primary conſi- 
deration, about the place where alone 
it was ordained, for a ſeaſon, that Jeho- 


vah was to be worſhipped, | 
3 With 
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Wich reſpect to ſome of the worthieſt 
and moſt eſleemed of our Diſſenting Bre- 
thren, it is the firm, perſuaſion. of a cor- 
dial well-wiſher to the ſtability of the 
Church of England, that our general con- 

ſormity to that benign pattern would 
alone bring all our differences with them 
to a deſirable iſſue. One common con- 
cern they profeſs, (and he truſts it is with 
great ſincerity,) to regard with as con- 
tant, an attachment as ourſelves; the 
ſalutary influence of thoſe chriſtian prin- 
ciples, which are eſſentially required to 
co-operate with the laws - the land, for 
the, maintenance of peace and good order 
in our civil ſociety. Upon this ground, 
he has been meekly aſked by one of theſe 
reſpected — „What acceſſion. did 
che 'arliament mean to. ſecure. to the 
llrength of our Conſtitution, civil or ec- 
elebaſlical, by perſeverance in rejecting 
an, humble petition lately made by the 
body. of Proteſtant Diſſenters, for an act of 
generous condeſcenſion, on our part, as we 
chuſe to call it, or of ſtrict juſtice, accord- 
ing to them? What detriment or danger 
could it have incurred by a contrary me- 
thod? Could the diſappearance of an 


occaſion 
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occaſion of their ſole remaining ſhadow 
of right to complain have created freſh 
diſturbances? Can it be a matter of won- 
der that they ſhould ſeriouſly expreſs their 
ſenſible regret for the opportunity loſt of 
the mutual good conſequences: of a re- 
moval of that fingle offenſive impoſition 
upon their religious profeſſions? Might 
not our compliance have accelerated the 
accompliſhment of a deliberate wiſh of 
many goõd men, on both ſides of a bit- 
terly gonteſted pale, that a ſeaſonable 
trial had been made, whether notwith- 
ſtanding; the, paſſionate ſpeeches of a few 
inconſiderate zealots, (that ſhould only 
have excited a {mile of pity for the indiſ- 
cretion of their weaker brethren; and been 
inſtantly conſigned to oblivion,) the repeal 
.requeſted would have conduced to that un- 
diſturbed! union of intereſts and affections, 
which no Sacramental Teſt, no Act of 
Uniformity, were at all adapted to effect? 
The diſſenting party then, of whoſe diſ- 
loyalty it appears, upon fair inquiry, that 
talle. apprehenſions have been propagated, 
may again - approve; themſelves as well 
affected to the Government of the Royal 

Houſe upon the throne, and as ready 

| to 
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to concur wich us in defending the ſtate 
and church againſt the inroads of Anar- 
chy and Impiety, at the eloſe of the pre- 
ſent century, as they moſt eminently did, 
about the middle of it, againſt — 5 
T ee and Superſtition. 


An invincible obſtacle, it is bald, * 
remain to their ever treating with a' de- 
cent reſpect our eſtabliſhment, while con- 
tent itſelf to be ſtill ſhackled with ſub- 
{criptions and teſts, from which they 
would then loudly boaſt the exemption, 
for which they had ſo long contended, 
Even now, it ſeems, they declare they 
have it in their power, at any time, to re- 
form whatever ſhall appear to require an 
amendment in their ſeparate ſyſtems, 
(without the formality of legal edifts,) 
_ obſtinately refuſed to the requeſts of the 

conformiſt clergy and laity. Such boaſts, 
no doubt, have been often petulamtly 
thrown out. Mark, how prompt 1 the 
ſpirit of party to aſſert, nay, actually to 
believe, againſt experience, againſt con- 
viction. It has happened repeatedly to 
your Addreſſer to recognize the unſound- 
neſs of this boaſt, in an unreſerved and 
1 friendly 
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friendly intercourſe; epiſtolary and perſo- 
nal, with two excellent men, among their 
moſt celebrated preachers. They have 
ingenuouſly: acknowledged the eligible 
ſerenity of his ſtation, in the ſuperior free- 
dom he enjoyed of thought and utterance, 
not without implied complaints of hard- 
ſhips endured from the impatience of their 
untoward flocks, if they at any time op- 
poſed ſound reaſoning, and the goſpel 
ſtandard of ſimple truth, againſt certain 
deeply rooted, buy untenable ct ut 5 
AH | 
It is — andeaſivak that. among 
our Engliſh Diſſenting Proteſtants, the 
moſt numerous body are nearly conſo- 
nant, in the proſeſſion of their religious 
tenets, to thoſe of the eſtabliſhed church. 
Their prime objection to it, they declare 
to be, the impoſing upon it's members an 
aſſent to them, upon mere human authority. 
Inexpoſtulating withan ingenuous and fair 
diſputant of this perſuaſion the following 
method may, perhaps, be moſt properly 
adopted ;— With what conſiſtency do you 
urge this plea againſt; us; and how can 
the impoſition in queſtion; be a grievance 
to * in particular? It is ineumbent 
| upon 
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plain this ; unleſs you 
chuſe to alledge, it is purely ſor the relief 
of the tender conſciences of perſons dif. 
ſenting alike from you and us, that you 
contend ſo paſſionately againſt a ſuppoſed 
ſpiritual tyranny, the practice of which 
can ſurely be no exiſtent grievance toyou, 
who profeſs to adhere to the doctrines of 


our church? You are well informed that 


the moſt applauded preachers of your ſe- 
veral congregations confeſs they oſten 
painfully feel a fore oppreſſion diſſimilar 
from this, by the ſenſeleſs bigotry, and 
angry cavils of their moſt ignorant hear- 
ers: You will not, ſeriouſly ſpeaking, 
affirm that you enjoy a more uncontrol- 


led freedom of propoling your deliberate 
and mature opinions, than we poſſeſs of 
declaring openly whatever appears to us 


to conſtitute the true ſpirit of the religion 


of Chriſt. Can you more publicly al- 
ſume the privilege of propoſing amend- 
ments in your forms and diſcipline, than 


you have ſeen taken, with due diſcretion, 


and not only without offence to any, ex- 


cept to men unqualified to form a true 
and rational judgment upon the matter, 
but with an almoſt general” approbation 
099 of 
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of the wiſeſt-and moſt reſpetted among 
the eſtabliſhed. Clergy ? - Von mult) be 
ſtrangely unacquainted indeed with. our 
church government, or the practice of 
our eccleſiaſtical courts, if you can heſi- 
tate a moment to allow, that Hereſy is a 
— no longer occurs, as a ſubjett 

of proſecution there; that our Convoca- 
tions are, in this reſpect, marvellouſly in- 
offenſtve, or as you perhaps may ſhrewdly 
ſtile them, prudently inſigniſicant. Your ob- 
jeckion then, allow it frankly, appears to 
be laid againſt our dormant laws, appointed 
formerly, no doubt, but applied no longer, 
as à rigorous check upon that freedom 
which is now aſſumed without control. 
If the repeal of an obſolete ſtatute would 
content you, (a eheap ſacrifice, God knows) 
moſt relentleſs muſt that champion of 
ſtritt orthodoxy be, who would not 
rejoice to ſee that bare and mouldy 
bone — eppe — wy Ow you 
. 3 8 Ns 1 H 5 
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76 Be that as it may, i is works that the 
moſt judicious and pious diſquiſitors,” as 
wer without as' within che legal incloſure, 
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will in future coneur in approving ther 


ſelves poſſeſſed of the ſame liberality of 


ſpirit, that has diftated, from time to time, 


the humble ſuggeſtions before alluded to, 


We truſt, that at ſome more ſuitable ſeaſon 
than the preſent, our wiſe rulers will at- 
tend with temper and judgment, to the 
well - digeſted propoſals of amendment, 
either reſpectfully tendered by faithful 
and intelligent members of our on 
church, or adopted from diſcreet hints, 
the reſult of ſedate reflection, by the loyal 
and conſeientious diſlenters from it, true 
friends alike to decorum and peace, and 
equally averſe from a licentious diſregard 
to the authority of orderly government. 
A certain proof, in the mean time, that 
the benumbing property of that canoni- 
cal rigor, which is objected againſt our 
eſtabliſhment, is no impenetrable bar to 
the freedom of religious diſcuſſion, is this: 
Among all the Proteſtant churches abroad, 
there is a general coincidence of opi- 
nion in one point: each allows that (next 
to it's o,) the Clergy of the Church of 
England, ſince it's reformation from Po- 
pery, have ou moſt inetd diſtin- 
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That i in a — meat — hone 
two centuries and half ago, no lucky con- 
currence of circumſtances ſhould fince 
have happened, that has afforded to a 
ſucceſſion of fearleſs, or more cautious 
governments, the probable chance, that 
any approach to a more complete refqr- 
mation, would meet with a general acqui- 
eſcence, appears unaccountable, without 
1t's.., commencement gloriouſly accom- 
pliſhed; wonders. It promiſed perſeve- 
rance, as well in attention to future im- 
provement,. as in adherence to all ſound 
principles... What it was that ſuddenly 
checked, and has ſince counteracted this 
generous ſpirit, you will. not fail to un- 
derſtand perfectly, upon ſerious medita· 
tion. This has been a ſubject of painful 
ſpeculation to many 'worthy\ men, friends 
indeed to Calvin; to Luther, but more 
friends to Truth. Theſe have commonly 
agreed to ſeek the only relief under it, 
that readily occurred to thoſe who were, 
leaſt of all, friends to Contention, in a 

| Latitude 
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Latitude of Subſeription to Forms and 
Articles, (confefſedly human, ) fo far only 
as the mode of interpreting them was al- 
lowed to be couformide”" to > the vere of 
1. en e 


$ Dull falls and harmleſs to e 
the ponderous charge of Hereſy, When 
hurled by the ſpirit of Party at the heads 
of ſuch — as theſe Latitudinnrians, 
he truſtieſt and moſt quick· ſighted pro- 
moters of the true glory of our eſtabliſh- 
ment. The purpoſe of a — a Chil. 
ling worth, a Burnet, a Tillotſon a Clarke, 
a Hoadley, a Clayton, a Watſon; in eoun- 
tenancing ihis mode of pacifying the 
conſciences-of ſerupulous members of it, 
was certainly to divert from the church a 
ſouree ol endleſs ſtrife, deſtructive of all 
fraternal amity. Being Chriſtians in 
thought and deed, as well as in wordi they 
claim our reſpect, as lovers of that © prace 

of God, ubieh puſſerb all underſtanding v., 
whether by theſe words be ſignified "that 
meekneſs of piety, of whieh no idea can 
pou uren, Fo he mind of that” man 
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who has not felt it; or that harmony and 
unity of friendly affections, without 
which all underſtanding and knowledge 
are, in the ſight of God, of lutle worth, - 


When ſuch men venture thus to pacify 
the tender conſciences of thoſe brethren 
who wiſh to abide in conformity with 
a church, the ſlight imperfections of which 
they cannot fail to ſee ; when they fairly 
and openly expreſs their approbation of 
the claim, which all men capable of re- 
llection, in heart require, of a latitude of 
interpretation in their aſſent to it's doc- 
trines, forms and diſcipline ; how can we 
ſet their amiable conduct in a more pro- 
per light, than by placing it in contraſt 
with that of their factious revilers? With 
what ſunctißed bilterneſs, as Milton 
terms it, do theſe graceleſs zealots con- 
demn, as a foul apoſtacy from Chriſtia- 
nity,” that purity of actuating principle, 
that beſt evinces the ſpirit of the goſpel ? 
How invidiouſly do they aſcribe to the 
meaneſt motives the conciliatory profeſ- 
hons of theſe genuine ſons of Peace ? 
Can the Latitudinarian's modeſt aſſertion 
- of a claim, obviouſly inauſpicious to his 
K ſecular 


CES. 
ſecular views, have any other purpoſe 
than that of diſcharging honeſtly a duty 
to which his foul impels him, with a ge- 
nerous diſdain of the craft (however 
countenanced) of baſe ambition? The 
worſt that Malice itſelf can ſay of him 
is, that he miſtakes the temper of the 
Church he ſeeks to vindicate, Yet ſurely 
in one ſuppoſition he is not miſtaken, 
that no Proteſtant church can pretend to' 
conſiſtency, if, whilſt it repels that claim, 
it continues to maintain it's original prin- 
ciple of““ ſtanding faſt in the liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt, our only Lord and 
Maſter, hath made us free.” He may 
juitly preſume, that in renouncing Po- 
pery, it renounced all pretenſion to abſo- 
| Jute infallibility. When it argued ſo ir- 
reſiſtibly againſt the tenet of the Church 
of Rome, that it is never in the wrong, 
did it retain in it's own favour the aſſer- 
tion, that itſelf is always in the right? 
Does it thus juſtify it's abiding to this 
day inflexible in the ſame prepoſterous 
reſolution, to exclude or quell, as far 
without and within its own proper verge, 
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as it's influence or power can firetch; all 
diverſity of be. were! 


That ſuch is not the preſent temper 
of our church is generally allowed, How 
then ſhall we "anſwer the' foregoing 
query? Why are impoſitions and re- 
ſtraints continued, which could never 
ſerve the purpoſes for which they were 


decreed? Let us ſhew more reverence. 


for the wiſdom of our ſuperiors, than to 


ſuppoſe the delay of the repeal requeſted, 


occaſioned by their purpoſe of enforcing 
that problematical, or ever queſtionable 
uniformity, which the Omnipotent Be- 
ing, with whom alone, © “ that is yet 
poſſible, which is impoſſible with men,” 
has never thought fit to effect upon earth. 
Let us not preſume ſo groſsly to affront 
our Honourable and Right Honourable, 
Right and Moſt Reverend Legiſlators, as 
to doubt their clear diſcernment of the 
glaring incongruity of a decree,' oblig- 
ing, under pains and penalties, 
ers of all the clocks of the kingdom to 
make them ſtrike the hours exactly at the 


Matt. xix. 26. 
K 2 ſame 


the own- 
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ſame inſtant with that of the Royal Pa- 
lace. Not a whit more extravagant was 
the expeCtation of thoſe, who could 
dream of preventing a diverſity of opi- 
nions, by the impoſition of Subſcriptions, 
Acts of Uniſormity, and Sacramental 
Teſts. | 
To reconcile, or give a. plauſible ac- 
count of this matter, has been attempt- 
ce dl various ways, with great ingenuity and 
learning, and equal inconſiſtency, Whi- 
ther ſhall we turn for a ſolution of the 
difficulty? Shall we renounce entirely 
the liberty of inveſtigating with our own 
beſt judgment, the true ſenſe of Scripture, 
when once admitted within the eſtabliſhed 
fence of reputed orthodoxy ; or ſhall we 
declare with Biſhop Coneybeare *, that 
*every man's ſubſcription to the thirty- 
nine Articles amounts to an aſſent to 
them in the very ſenſe in which the com- 
pilem themſelves are ſuppoſed to have 
underſtood them? Who is not aware of 
the arduous taſk of aſcertaining preciſely 
what that ſenſe was ? It vas conveyed 


* Sermon upon the Caſe of Subſcription. 
2 13 


CW 2 

in words uſed by men, who after differ- 
ing long upon the points, they were in- 
tended to decide, agreed at length to 
cloſe their perplexed debates, and leave 
that ſenſe purpoſely indeterminate, by 
expreſſing, without exact preciſion, what 
they could not bring themſelves to un- 
derſtand perfectly alike. To you this 
vill not appear ſtrange, who have conſi- 
 dered the many different ſenſes put upon 
ten thouſand paſſages of ſcripture, which 
have ſeemed to you ſo plain, that he that 
runs may read them, who have viewed 
their countleſs multitude collected, with 
all poſſible brevity, in the five huge Folio 
Volumes of Poole's Synopſis; Shall we 
then profeſs, with Biſhops Clayton, that 
e do not think the Church requires 

any other kind of * — tion, than 
ſuch as is neeefſary for ſake of 
Peace P We may, in this 5 conceive 
it to leave opinion free in fact, ſo far only 
controling all 'diſcordance/in dofrine, as 
the profefſion of it threatens danger to the 
ſtate. Noſerious apprehenſion of danger to 
The nf of the Ar vr his'Government, 


0 Dedication to Eſſay on Spirit. 
was 
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was, I believe, ever pretended from the 
latitude claimed by Bilhop Clayton, It 
was approved, an hundred years ago, by 
Archbiſhop. Tillotſon and Biſhop Bur- 
net. It was ſanctioned by their joint So- 
vereigns, William the Third and his 
Queen, who ordered the two excellent 
prelates, expreſsly for the ſame concih- 
atory purpole, to draw up- the judicious 
expoſition of the Articles, written and 
rr by the latter, 


1 — dels * en upon What — 
been ſeverely eenſured as a ſpecies: of 
diſſent, which you will find very widely 
extended among the Conformiſt Clergy, 
in the very arguments produced by the 
admirably acute Author of the, Confeſſion- 
al, for a different purpoſe, He repro- 
bated moſt rudely the uſe of a Latitude, 
which tended to ſuperſede the preſſing 
neceſſity of what he avowed to be the ob- 
ject of his hopeleſs wiſh, the removal of 
Subſcriptions altogether. The conteſt, 
in due ſeaſon, will be ſpeedily brought to 
an iſſue. In the mean time, let us unite 
in uin one cordial wiſh for our Non- 
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conformiſt Brethren ; to ſee them dil- 
own, from henceforth their odious repre- 
ſentations of the Clergy of our Church, 
and the terms of our conformity to it; 
and conſenting. at length to be one told 
under one ſhepherd, enjoy that harmony 
in future with us, which themſelves muſt 
allow they never did, and probably pres 
will enjoy with one n fois 100 


To this 3 wild; it may bai ima- 
gined that a perpetual bar will be oppoſed 
by a vaſt majority of the Non-· conform. 
iſts, who in character little reſemble the 
candid, worthy, and well-informed Teach- 
ers above alluded to. If you ſhould 
chance, in a private conierenee, to meet 
with any of thoſe, who are ſaid to be fre- 
quently railing, in their public diſcourſes, 
at the eccleſiaſtical authority eſtabliſhed 
in this realm; you may teach them a leſ- 
lon of moderation, by civilly deſiring 
them to reſolve to you this plain queſtion. 
Is it {from perſonal, experience, or from 
any juſt grounds of apprehenſion, chat they 
utter theſe complaints? In either caſe, 
the demonſtration of their unreaſonable- 

| nels 
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nels will be no difficult taſk. The filly 


habit of complaining without occaſion or 
due reflection, is a ſore malady, and 


ſadly epidemical. Remind them of what 


you may probably have read, the livelß 
expreſhons of ſatis faction and gratitude 


in ſome noted publications of the Diſſen- 


ters, in reply to the ravings of Tory ran- 
cour, which burſt forth upon the grant of 
the Act of Toleration; and with what ex- 


ultation they applaud the ſaying" of a 


great Miniſter “, much canvaſſed at that 
day, that by that Att, their public wor- 
ſhip had obtained all they could ever re- 
queſt for it, a legal eſtabliſhment. ' You 
may eaſily. lower their tone of rude re- 
monſtrance, by requeſting them to mform 


| you, if they know of any one Diflenter 
who will declare he has ſuffered. for non- 


compliance with any condition ſtill im- 
poſed by the Act. Their fearful appre- 


_— of any penalty alledged will ap- 


to be mere pretence and cavil. 
When the inforcement ot a ſtatute is 


well known to be ſhocking to the huma- 
nity and generous ſpirit of a nation 1 


* Lord Somers, 
g this, 
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this, it is more than obſolete, it is in effect 
repealed. Their inability to produce a 
rational apology for their indecent mur- 
murs being thus expoſed, they wilt land 
ſelt- convitted.” is hon 8 
vou will Und alter al, in a «little pro- 
miſcuous commerce with the world, have 
occaſion to obſerve that the Non- con- 
formiſt clergy are not ſingular in raifing 
theſe offenſive clamours againſt the tem- 
poral and ſpiritual tyranny of the church. 
Expett to hear them thrown out, ahd with 
ſtill greater abſurdity, by many an inju- 
dicious Layman of our own communion, 
who has learned to repeat, with all the ſa- 
gacity of a partot, the party-cant of our 
civil diſſentions. You will not fail to lay 
open to due contempt the weakneſs of 
ſuch raſh invectives. Make our traducers 
ſehfible that all the incroachments they 
ignorantly alledge of the power of 
Churchmen, under the Engliſh conſtitu- 
tion, emrench as little upon the rights and 
libertics of the people, as they do upon 
what we are inſolently accuſed of regard- 
ing as the ſole object of our adoration, 
the authority of our earthly ſovereign. 
You 
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You, may thus mildly expoſtulate with 
theſe grumblers—Of what can you rea- 
ſonably wiſh. to abridge the power of the 
Church? Limited, as it has been long 
conſidered, almoſt wholly to it's OWN in- 
ternal diſcipline, have you ſo little know- 
ledge of it's preſent ſtate, as to pronounce 


it's — wtf wp or exertions, in this 


reſpett, extreme or oppreſſive ? Does 
not the juſt lamentation of it's beſt and 
wiſeſt een witneſs a deficiency of 
power in their Rulers to compel the {tri 
obſervance of ſome of its moſt laudable 
inſlitutions 2 the idea of a fact ſo no- 
torious is indeed quite new to them, it 
will appear they have been taking the li- 


berty. of talking familiarly upon a ſubject 


of which they have really ſcen, heard, or 
thought little or nothing. Let them learn 
it — from the liberal expoſition i F 
conſiderate , and clear-ſighted: judge. #. 
However jealous the laity may be of 
eccleſiaſtical encroachments, though the 
e of them becomes every day 


Vid. Sermon preached at the Conſectation of Wil. 
liam Lord Biſhop of Exeter, by the Rev. Dr. Sturges, 
Sete of the Dioceſe of Wincheſter. 
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leſs probable, it can never be their inter- 
eſt ſo to weaken the hands of the gover- 
nors of the church, as to render them 
incapable of controling the conduct of 
its miniſters, of making them do their 
duty, and anſwer the purpoſes of their 
appointment, and of removing cauſes 
of complaint which come from the laity 
themſelves. It can never be the intereſt 
of the people at large ſo to relax the 
Jaws which bind any particular claſs of 
men, as to ſet that claſs at liberty from it's 
own obligations, and to defeat. the pur- 
pon for ni it was formed,” 


Pe me 2 my e "oaks 
Brethren, to expreſs my confident aſſur- 
ance, that all who have the duties of their 
function ſerioully, at heart, will join with the 
excellent writer Juſt quoted, in regretting 
the want of. 10 epiſcopal power 
to control the nferjor Clegy, in the point 
upon which he moſt eſpecially inbſts, that 
of non-relidence, . 23 It is with peculiar ſa- 
tisfaction that 1 take this opportunity 
of recommending to your earneſt atten- 
tion the example of my moſt eſteemed 
friend, whoſe very amiable character and 
rectitude 
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rectitude of principles, you will ſee: uni- 
tormly impreſſed throughout all his ſeve- 
ral truly valuable publications. It is by 
adopting his temperate and ingenuous 
mode of defending our eſtabliſhed forms 
and inffitations that you will beſt ſucceed 
in filencing the obloquy ſo often raſhly 
caſt upon them. By reproving, with 
equal juſtice, the unreaſonableneſs of 
one party, who contend for their abſo- 
Jute perfection, and that of the other, who 
revile and reject them, becauſe they have 
| ſome imperfeRtions, you will evince the 
neceſſity of candid acknowledgments' on 
both ſides, You will make it appear, on 
the one hand, that in the Church of Eng- 
land an alimirable and moſt eminently 
uſeful proviſion i is made for the inſtruc- 
tion and edification of it's members, and 
their improvement in all the chriſtian 
graces; and you will freely confeſs, on the 
other hand, how far the Taid' forte are 
metely human, how far therefore they 
are not, cannot be n to be abſo⸗ 

lately perfect, 9957 


4 Thus, and thus only 0 the panegy- 
riſts and traducers of any human eſtabliſh. 
e ment 
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ment whatſoever, civil or eccleſiaſtical, be 
ever brought to enter into ſober and ra- 
tional diſcuſſion, to live on terms of fair 
intelligence, or to maintain true Chriſtian 
charity, one with another. Thus indeed, 
by a peaceful communication {of expe- 
rience, knowledge and friendly counſel, 
mutual umprovement and advantage, 
and the unſpeakable ſatisſaction of a true 
reconciliation, and fraternal affection, will 
of courſe be the happy conſequences. 
In the free converſation of a ſmall com- 
pany of ſelect friends, mention being 
made by your Addreſſer, of thediſtinguiſh- 
ed excellencies of ſome of- our Superior 
Clergy ; upon his obſerving, that * there 
was one divinely attractive grace in parti- 
cular, Moderation, which endeared their 
characters to the truly pious and virtuous 
of every denomination of Chriſtians,” one of 
the moſt reſpected and the beſt informed 
of the Independent Diſſenting Teachers, 
immediately ſubjoined; “ It does ſo, no 
doubt, to all, who in naming the name of 
Chriſt, are bleſſed with ſuch a portion of 
his Spirit, as diſengages them entirely 
from a blind or implicit devotion to any 
ſect 


(EE 
ſe& or 'party.”—His concurrence in the 
unreſerved applauſe beſtowed upon theſe 
worthies, who moſt truly underſtood the 
intereſt and higheſt honour of our church, 
he concluded with this frank confeſſion; 
Were ſuch patterns of the genuine 
temper of the Goſpel generally copied 
by Churchmen, the cauſe of Non-confor- 
mity muſt be given up by men of ſenſe 
and principle.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER Iv. 


Expoſtulation with | Infidels. 


SECTION I 
The Libertine Scoffer. 


II may be queſtioned whaher the me- 
thod he as beſt adapted to 
conciliate the opponents to our religious 
worſhip and profeſſions, can, without a 
ſtriking impropriety, be applied to the 
determined adverſaries and deriders of all 
religion, natural and revealed. Vou may 
be told that Moderation here is out of place, 
Candour quite prepoſterous, nay common 
Charity itſelf is inexcuſable: that a tame 
indurance of ſuch inſults, without indig- 
nation, is not reputable in a Clergyman, 
much 
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much leſs can it be approved, by any but 
a lukewarm Chriſtian, of the Laodicean 
caſt, old -or new. I hear the incenſed 
Polemic exclaim with-vebemence :—* The 
conduct is pitiful, is daſtardly. Strange 
weakneſs, to think of corretting a vice of 
enormity by ſober-argument, and ca/m ex- 
poſtulation / It is not weaknels merely, it is 


betraying a tendency to > apollatizs from 
the ſacred cauſe.” | 


Aware of the taunting rebuke, which 
the ſtaunch Controvertiſt is wont to caſt 
upon the courtly Divine, the placid Ora- 
tor, who cenſures with ſerenity the moſt 
pernicious tenets, the moſt flagitious 
crimes, you will, I truſt, find your humble 
Adviſer as earneſt a reprover of Liber- 

tiniſm and Infidelity, and as lutle inclined 

_ to ſoften or reſtrain your declared abhor- 
rence of ſuch atrocious depravities, as 
thoſe, who kindling fiercer and kiercer as 
they rave, arraign them in terms of keener 
reproach. Our end, you know, is not to 
confound, but to convince, not to pro- 
voke, but to reclaim, ſor which it is firſt 
requilite to obtain a patient hearing. 
With a ſteadineſs of zeal, the leſs variable, 
for 
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for it's not being ardent overmuch, you 
will not experience the general regret, 
that awaits the iſſue of a fiery conteſt, ill 
adapted to uſher in the ſaving truths, or 
reconcile your adverſe party to the pre- 
cepts of your meek Redeemer. Let no- 
thing check your due reprehenſion of im- 
piety, with all that energy of ſpeech, with 
which the cauſe of God will not fail to 
inſpire you, upon every emergency, where 
it may be enforced. with any proſpect of 
ſucceſs, This lucky — will ſeldom 
occur, in your caſual intercourſe with 
theſe inſolent ſcoffers, apoſtates alike from 
all good principles, moral and religious. 
As in their company you muſt always be 
prepared to expect a repetition of the 
ſame. profane inſults to decency and good 
ſenſe; you will therefore ſhun, without a 
preſſing call of duty, to incur ſuch painful 
ſhocks to your pious feelings. Againſt 
theſe let them vent their mockery among 
themſelves, upon whole callous hearts 


your: ule of the like weapons, your at- 
tempts, which Solomon, in ſome caſes, 
thought right, to © anſwer a fool, accord- 
ing to his folly,” wall rarely take effect. 
L At 
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At their mad ſport they are enen ove 
ny yang racy 4 31790; 
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LET x Us now ſappole the favbureble 
ty preſented for the ſeeble voice 
mortal man to reach the heart of the 
dauntleſs Atheift, who difdains allegiance 
to the living Ged. His torpid conſcience 
may be rouſed to ſome ſenſe of his guilt, 
by a ſignal enlatnity, the ſalutary firoke of 
a fevere diſcipline.  Dhis may difpoſe it 
to attend to your reaſon, and exert his 
. own.» Exhbft, encourage him then, firſt, 
to make a right uſe of this ineſtimable 
privilege of lis naturo. Engage his heart 
to make em intimate applicution of it an 
objeR If the despeſt concern. An inter- 
nal feeling of what it is that conſtitutes 
the higheſt dignity of man can never be 
a matter of indifference to a rational be- 
ing. Induce him to caſt an obſervant 
| eye 
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eye upon the various characters of ani- 
mated creatures round him. He beholds 
all their inferior tribes endued with an 
active inftintt. He ſees it's effects, he 
diſcerns it's invariable purpoſes. He 
views them conſtantly obedient to the 
call of ſome corporeal want, or inſtigated 
by ſome brutal eppetite, the gratification 
or ſupply of which is neceſſary to preſerve 
the living individual, or to perpetuate 
the ſpecies. From this general ſurvey of 
the ſubordinate ranks of ſentient beings, 
lead him next to turn inward on himſelf 
an eye of reflection. Excite him to con- 
template the wonders of that imelligent 
principle within him, of which your pre- 
ſent” addrefs to it enforces an immediate 
ſenſe. Let it inſpirit him with à novel 
wiſh" to improve, to enjoy this nobleſt 
propetiy of man, that qualifies him for 
the rapturous acquthtion' of knowledge. 
Shew him how it will carry him on, with - 
out ceaſing, to freſh diſcoveries of bound- 
Tels wiſdom, power, beneficence, difpoſed 
with infinite variety throughout the 
whole creation, will raiſe his mind with 
increaſing tranſports of gratitude; to the 

L 2 | acknow- 
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acknowledgment, praiſe and adoration of 
nene. eren a1 


Does be woke that the e! voice 
of Nature, which you ſay is gone out 
unto the ends of the 40 proclaiming the 
glory of God, has never reached his ear, 
has never touched his heart; that the en- 
tering at all upon this ſublime knowledge 
is equally denied to men and brutes. In- 
ſtead oſ combating directly the falſehood, 
the phrenzy of this degrading hypotheſis, 
you will allow that to man, perhaps the 
loweſt of all intelligent creatures, but an 
imperſect glimpſe is vouchſafed of thele 
grand objects of ſpiritual delight. But 
you will add that the pupil of Supreme 
Wiſdom, in this his infant ſtate of diſci- 

pline, ia bleſſed with a capacity of riſing 
7 ſeale of beings, by an ardent appli- 
cation of his heart and mind, in adoring 
the viſible traces of the divine wildom in 
the univerſe, as high above the unde vout 
 ſpettators, of them, as that dull diſparager 
of the, human character affects, in fact, 
to ſink himſelf, below. the vileſt reptile. 
By a ee, perverſion of the moſt ex- 

n Cellent 
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cellent faculties of his ſoul, he can reſiſt 
the cleareſt evidence of ſuper- eminent 
wiſdom, power, goodneſs, diſplayed even 
in the conſtruction, animation, and ſpon- 
taneous motions of, the meaneſt inſeR, 
But how unnatural is the ſtate of the 
rational mind, that rejects, diſdains the 
{lighteſt impreſſion of that tranſcendent 
diſplay of all the glorious attributes of 
the Deity, enforced upon it, from the 
formation of beings endued with intellec- | 
wn means faculties 4 dia: 

:Phejjage yourſelves Kan to ns the 
abrupt interruption of your unprincipled 
antagoniſt, 'Moſt arrogant will be his 
uſual vaunt of humility.—“ He derides 
theſe high-flown conceits, ariſing from a 
proud pretenſion to ſuperior faculties, 
which man poſſeſſes not, neither does he 
want. No reluctaney has he to put him- 
ſelf upon a level with creatures, who en- 
joy the good things of this life, without 
racking their brains with empty notions, 
whieh the bigotry of the ſtupid vulgar, 
the jargon of crazy pedants, the impoſture 
of prieſts, in league with wily ſtateſmen, 
have propagated merely for the purpoſe 

of 
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of holding the ſouls of men in perpetual | 
ſervitude. No ſach control wilt He brook 
upon his thoughts or actions, nor will 
he deign to make a ſpecjous ſhew of ado- 
ration, paid to a vain chimera, a mere no- 
tion, confeſſedly incomprehenſible, and 
teeming with conttadictions without num- 
ber, no object of ſight, of knowledge, the 
fainteſt idea of which is more manifeſtly 
denied to human reaſon than to brutal 
inſtinct.“— Will his profane temerity ſtop 
here? No. He has caught, it ſeems, a 
ſmattering of the Atheiſtic Lore, antique 
and modern. He may proceed with Epicu- 
tus, or his more extravagant panegytiſt 
Lucretius, (for the Maſter had not the 
ſhameleſs audacity of the Scholar, ) '* to 
claim releſtial honours for his proweſs, in 
ridding mankind of an enfſaving'dretd'of 
the viſionary tyrant; to whom are! ſaid to 
belong the iffues of life and death, and of 
all that . other, ode, wings 


CI 


The- furitity of this WE ren of ' a 
dauntleſs courage, which his | ſhrinking 
foul, at the very time, is inwardly belying, 
you may readily expoſe to his ohn felf- 
contempt, by an immediate appeal to the 

quick 
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quick and preſent feelings of his own 
heart. The vaunt itſelf unwittingly be- 
trays his fears. The God, to whom we 
look up with devout reſignation, with 
faith, with love, with gratitude and haund- 
leſs hope, is evidently tg him an obje& of 
ceaſeleſs terror. Preſs this appeal, with 
a ſteady attention, home to his boſom. 
It will infalliply, whether he -awns it or 
not, awaken a con viction there, which 
= very fiends themtglves, who believe 
and tremble, dare not diſavow. Inter- 
nally confounded, at the moment of his 
mock-triumph over the dread of divine 
juſtice, he will ſtart at the brand of Cain, 
vibbly ſtamped upon his countenance, in 
the mirror, which his ſlighted monitreſs 
Conſcience is ſilently holding up to his 
affrighted cantemplation. How buterly 
do the pangs of remorſe now daſh all his 
ſenſual pleaſures! Beſtial ſenſuality !— 
Is it in purſuit of thee that he flies off, with 
averſion, from the moſt permanent ſource 
of perfection, of felicity, that a rational 


being is n of enjoying ? 


11 your A expaſtulation, 35 
ing from a fulneſs of heart, inſpirited with 


com- 
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compaſſion and goodwill towards man, 
inſtead of ſome credit for the 
ſincerity of your devotion towards God, 
ſhould only provoke the fury of your 
ſarcaſtic railer che more; reſirain ſor the 
preſent your indignation at this unworthy 
treatment. Redouble your pity ſor his 
fatal deluſion. Regard it as the natural 
conſequence of his | frantic! paſſion. Ex- 
pect not any — leaſt degree cor - 
reſpondent to your pious emotions, diſcern» 
idle in his — oy "He ſtiles them accord. 
ingly, what he really believes them to be, 
hypoeritical grimace. Such he well knows 
they muſt evidently be, if exhibited in 
his Vn character, as incompatible with 
an as light with 1 n fail · 


as yet, to. receive any e 
ſion, will of courle be diſcouraging. Ne- 
verthelels, do not yet ceaſe. to perſevere 
in evineing the reality of your good wiſhes 
towards him. Compel him o ſeel that 
your, proſeſſipns are manifeſtly clear of 
all diſſimulation or falſe pretence. Let 
tie irreſolute and vavering Chriſtian ſhrink 
hopeleſs from the taſk, whilſt you, 
more * guided by the clear and 


ſteady 


* 
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fieady light of the goſpeh;"perctive' you 
are advancing in the right way to ever. 
come your greateſt difficulty. In a heart 
hitherto inſenſible you have raiſed a de- 
of emotion. In a 
averſe from ſerious — dew 
obtained a moment's attention to it's moſt 
important concern. By the dignity of 
truth attempered with bene volence, you 
have ſomewhat over - awed his infolent 
airs of mockery. An eaſier admiſſion 
may from hence be gained _—_ e 
e eee undegflunding. i 
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In chis it is chat he ig vain e 
ny his main of «ſtrength to 


lie. What uſe he has ever made of it, in 

reſpett to his eternal intereſts, he will find 
it hard to ſay. Vou have draun him, 
with the cords of humanity, to an andledt 
ble conference and trial of it's ſtrength. 
Entreat him inge to put the fol- 
lowing query to his internal Oracle. Is 
it indeed from the reſult of profound ſpe- 
culation, (ſo theſe mock-philoſophers' are 
Pont to ſtile the ravings of an ungo- 
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vol 4. 1111 2, Hoſes xi . mona de 
verned 


4; wn 
vemed-fancy,).is it from obſervation and 
reflettion that he has made this mighty 
diſcovery, that the immenſity, order, bar, 
mony, beauty of the univerſe, bears no re- 
lation to an Almighty Author, have no 
dependence on the ſupreme goodneſs, 
the boundleſs wiſdom of his Providence ? 
In that caſe, the diſcerning faculty, or 
the inventive p of hs underſtand, 
ing being ſo widely different from that 
which you poſſeſs, you requeſt him to in- 
farm you, in what manner he has arrived 
at this clear conviftion, that either he, or 
any of the ignorant and powerleſs beings 
around him, animate or inanimate, has 
been his own Creator, or the Firſt _ 
of exiſtence to himſelf and them: 
' that;he, and all their ſeveral genera and 
ſpecies have derived it, in eternal fucceſ- 
lion, one from another. Can he open 
his eyes, and behold, unconvinced of the 
comparative impotence of himſelf and 
his fellow -mortals, the divine energy diſ- 
played in the moſt obvious appearances 
in nature? Can he raiſe them to the 
heavenly luminaries, and after one in- 
ſtant of reflection, aſcribe the enlivening 
inlluence of the ſun, the regular and un- 

diſturbed 
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diſturbed revol utions of the -planets, to 


their own independent and voluntary 
agency Wi the moſt determined infi- 
del unreclaimed, contemplate his own 
fearfully conſtructed frame? Will he 


preſume to declare it queſtionable whe. 


ther he is not indebted to his on ſagacity 
alone for all the various operations of it's 


animal economy, it's muſeular motion, 


digeſtion, the formation, eirculation, and 
niceffantly freſh ſupply of it's vital fluids ? 


The my ſterious laws which govern theſe, 
though adapted to excite his grateful 


wonder, has his utmoſt application been 
eyer yet able to trace ; n 


His weak attempts at an anſwer here, 
if conſcious of a train of palpable incon- 
ſiſtencies, involved in a maze of inextrica- 
ble confuſion, he dares perſiſt in adven- 
turing any, will infallibly make his defeat 
conſpicuous to himſelf. ' A demonſtrative 
proof of the neceſſary exiſtence of an eter- 
nal all-perſe&t Firſt Cauſe, requires fewer 
præcognita, to be convinced of it's truth, 
than any other truth whatſoever, unleſs 
it be that of his own exiſtence. But a 


capacity 
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capacity ſor ſome ſerious attention muſt, 
certainly concur with a ſincere inclination 
to comprehend it. You will, of courſe, 
proceed to lay before him, in their full 
and ſtrong light, the plain arguments, 
vhich cannot fail to be always intimately 
preſent to your on minds, though pro- 
bably new to one, utterly unacquaint- 
ed — Cudworth, Clarke, Wollaſton, or 
any of the many approved writers, who 
have eſtabliſhed this truth moſt: clearly 
and beyond diſpute . You may thus re- 
duce him to an 'indif] penſible alternative, 
e to maintgin an abſurdity, now pal 


WITER 2111.17 

„ Mey eee, that (for a ready con- 
ſultation at his leiſure, and to fix perpetually in his 
mind an idea, of the being and attributes, and par- 
ticularly the unity of God, which once well impreſſed, 
will never after be called in queſtion,) you may 
poſſibly think proper to recommend the firſt Section 
of the ** Evidence of Reaſon, in proof of the Immor- 
tality of the Soul.” This evidence, being inde- 
pendent on abſtruſe metaphyfical inquiries; will be 
| the leſs. repulſive to his. conſiderat ion. It was col- 
with very great, though pleaſing labour, by 


your Addreſfer, about 20 years ago, from, indigeſted 
parcets left confuſedly in manuſcript,” by Mr. A. cer 
tor, and wield =” _"_— Cadell and Davies. 
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pable to himſelf, or to renounce all future 
ee e his principles. #83195 
4114105 10!-HHrw 0 f{ Ji bo YI 03 0) 
His fooliſh heart, thus / probed; may 
next be gently interrogated,” to what end 
he ſought to: diſprove what Reaſon and 
Conſcience, his divinely appointed guides;; 
ſo forcibly inculcate. However reluctant, 
induce: him to examine hat could impel 
it to deny, that it is to an inviſible Cre- 
ator of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, that 
he muſt neceſſarily recur, for his being 
and well being. Could it be for the pur - 
poſe of eſtabliſhing. his happineſs, or ex- 
alting his nature, that he ſtarts aſide from 
his only ſolid ground of hope, of confi- 
dence, his perpetual dependence upon 
one Almighty. Father, Protector, Friend ? 
Is he ſure, after all, that it is not his on 
fault, if he feels no ſympathy in the rap- 
turous delight, which we profeſs to feel, 
which we glory in cheriſhing, when, we 
contemplate, in our ſupremely - gracious: 
and wiſe Creator, the juſt, the, merciful 
Arbiter of our future deſtiny? When he 
beholds us ardently aſpiring 
beſt aſſections towards him to the higheſt 
pitch of love, of hope, of gratitude — 
fili 


to raiſe our 
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| filial» reverence, will he ſeriouſly engage 
to juſtify that undiſſembled ſcorn, or in- 

ſulting pity for our illuſion, that he is wont 

3 t e be © 


This med — to h Wee! 
feelings, as it may ſtrike a keen reproach, 
aſflictive to a ſore conſcience, may per-. 
chance exaſperate him to perſiſt the more 
in his uſual reply. To ſoothe a pride, 
which che very mildneſs of your expol- 
tulation may perhaps — a8 
argumg a ſlight opmibn of bis mental 
prowels, he may not ſcruple today; 
This delight, theſe raptures, where they 
are not ſilly affectatinn, or ſubtle hypo- 
crily, have been always regarded as the 
mere phrenay of enthuſialm, by us who 
know the tvorId. It's manners, to which 
we all are maſt relig iouſly bound to von- 
form, except thoſe whom-thele:ſtrange- fits 
diſquality ſrom living longer in it, it's max- 
ims properly adapted do thoſe manners 
hat gave them birth, theſe, theſe are my 
ſole rules of action. -Inftead of dreaming 
that L can hoid .anantercourſe with your 
unfeen Comroller of all things below, re- 

_ above the clouds, inſtead of ſuing to 


his 
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his Providence to ſpeed the due manage- 
ment of my concerns, I am better ſatis- 
fed myſelf with my own ſagacious obſerv- 
ation of what paſſes abroad among man- 
kind, whom you have ſtudied only in 
books; I am perſuaded to believe that all 
things come alike to all. Does not your 
wiſe King of Iſrael, who knew the world 
better than all his prieſts, ſay. quit. the 
ſame ? . Inſtead of lifting up, on vacancy, 
a diſtracted eye, full of wild tranſport, or 


agonizing fear, I am content to abide 


with patience the caprices of ſortune, 
whom my ſenſes, my experience, the 
fpeeches and actions, the pleaſures and 
fufferings, the proſperity and adverſity of 
all around me, proclaim to be the blind, 
yet ſovereign arbitreſs of all the lucky 
or untoward events upon earth. To her 
wayward: humours I fubmit, wherever I 
find 1, cannot on a n 7 own 
fkill.” — 22 { 
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You will PEI kubtlety in per- 
verting the plain ſenſe of the 
ehe, who juſt before n ST 
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farely know. it ſhall: be well with then 
that fear God ; but it ſhall not be well 
with the wicked.” Advert more clolely 
to the wretched ſelf-condemning ſubter- 
fuge of this hypocrite in folly and pro- 
faneneſs, who dares thus ſay with his lips, 
but not in his heart, There is no God.” 
It is plain he only puts on a falſe appearance 
of Atheiſm, to keep his diſgraced and 
humbled arrogance in countenance. What 
other motive can he have, who extols 
thus highly his own ſagacity and ſuperior 
knowledge, when he is ſo pertinacious in 
aſcribing to blind Chance, the formation, 
the univerſal; government of this miracu- 
lous frame of nature, nay of that exqui- 
ſitely complex. machine, his own, ſoul? 
This indeed he calls not Spirit, but 
Matter, unaccountably modified, and in- 
comprehenſibly endowed with thoſe en- 
nobling faculties of invention, thought 
and reaſon. Will he aſſert that theſe af- 
toniſhing effects of ſome unſeen plaſtic 
Agent, ſome ſenſeleſs, 'yet, felf-moving 
Power, have been all produced by mere 
accident, without any wiſe, juſt, or bene- 
ficent purpoſe ? Is he not then of courſe 
compelled to renounce all pretence to 

any 


[ 1 - 
any portion of theſe «qualities himſelf ? 


How can he maintain a claim, in his own _ 


character, to the leaſt degree of reafon or 
goodnels, relative or abſolute, when he 
diſowns all property or attribute of the 
kind to belong to that ſole object of his 
adoration,” Fortune, of whom, unknow- 
ing and unknown, he familiarly talks, as 
his particular acquaintance, who' uuwit - 
tingly gave him life, perception; appre- 
henfion, judgment, with that freedom of 


will, that fpontaneity of action, of utter- 


ance; which at this moment — ſo un. 
naturally perverting 7 
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If having got ſome kg of the craft 


of the ancient Sophiſts, or rather of their 

apiſh, and far leſs rational mimicks of 
modern days, it ſhould admoniſh him 
here to ſhift the maſk, he will now feck to 
diſguiſe his untenable hypotheſis under a 
more ſpecious fallacy.—* It is not, he 
will next alledge, to the neceſſary exiſt- 
ence of à God chat I mean to object. I 
ſhall not arraign his wiſdom, 
call unerring; 1neffable, uneircumſtribed, 


unſearchable. It is not his power, which 


you call - infinite, -uneontrofable, / that T 
M preſume 


ch yon 
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preſume! to queſtion. Theſe attributes, of 
which your indeterminate negatives only 
expreſs your want of all preciſe idea, or, 
properly ſpeaking, your utter 1gnorance, 
I ſhould waſte my breath moſt idly in diſ- 
puting. No; the belief alone, which I 
ſtill perſiſt in diſclaiming, is that of his 
conſtant ſuperintendance, and government 
of all the events and conſequences, great 
and ſmall, in the natural and moral world. 
I accordingly challenge you to reconcile 
the ſeveral phenomena of evils manifold 
and preyalent in both, with your notion 
of his boundleſs goodneſs and perfect 
juſtice,” — 


. To a peremptory challenger of this 
fort, this candid, if not definitive reply may 
be appoſitely returned. It is confeſſed 
that to unenlightened reaſon, in this im- 
perfect ſtate of our faculties, no complete 
ſolution is vouchſafed us of theſe perplex- 
ing appearances of error, vice, diſorder, 
and miſery, But a. bleſſed revelation 
from God, by us joyfully embraced, 
though by him ſlighted and renounced, 

diſcloſes to a certain degree their myſte- 
rious n and lightens, if it does not 
| entirely 


C a 
entirely diſpel the gloom. Even in this 
uninformed, this infant ſtate of our ex- 
iſtence, the pious heart, the docile under- 
ſtanding, are happily adapted to diſcern 
innumerable indications of a benign over- 
ruling Providence, competent to afford 
us a firm conviction, that in this permiſ- 
fon of tranſient evil, the promotion and 
eſtabliſhment, of, ſome permanent good 
is invariably attended to by the Supreme 
Diſpoſer. Every advance ve are daily 
making in the ſtudy of the moſt untoward 
phenomena in the natural world, produces 
to us freſh tokens of this boundleſs be- 
nignity.—“ You eſcape not ſo, he abrupt- 
ly exclaims: Attend to the main ſtreſs of 
my objeQtion, You may tell me of or- 
der ſpringing up from contuſion, harmo- 
ny from diſcord, in the natural world. 
In the moral, there is no ſuch regular 
compenſation. Where upon earth am I 
to ſeek for your boaſted continual diſ- 
play of n goodneſs, or equal jul- 
tice?” — 


N ot upon earth, it is granted, where 
this prime fundamental law, that virtue 
is ordained to be productive of happineſs, 

M 2 vice 
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vice of miſery, is ſo frequently counter. 
ated. Our weak unaſſiſted Reaſon is 
here at a ſtand. It ſeeks in vain to ſolve 
the difficulty. Impenetrable obſcurity 
reſts upon it. A divine revelation can 
afford us hope of clearing it up in a future 

10d of our exiſtence. To that; it aſ- 
ares us, every thing in the Were ſcene 
bears a determinate relation.—* To me, 
he cries, this notion is a mere gratis 
diclum. By what argument, what analo - 
26 what teſtimony contradictory to my 
enſes, is any ſuch relation, any ſuch re- 
ſult in another life to be rendered credi- 
ble? To me all things manifeſtly pro- 
claim that no ſuch regular account is 
taken of the doings of us mortals here. 
Is this, you will aſk him, quite ſo manifeſt 
as he boldly declares? What is it that 
affords him abſolute ſecurity for the truth 
of the dreadfully hazardous preſumptions, 
upon which he is obſtinately bent to rely? 
Upon what proof does he reſt his' confi- 
dence, that of all his doings, or theſe his 
irreverent ſpeeches, God takes no ac- 
count? That the good-will or the diſ- 
pleaſure of this Almighty Lord of earth 


and heaven are equally matters of utter 
indif- 
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indifference to him: That it is no more 
his intereſt, than his duty, to ſubmit his 
wayward will to the laws of eternal wiſ- 
dom and juſtice ? 7 


To the forcible drift of the laſt query 
he will oppoſe the deadening counter- 
check of invincible ' ignorance. —* How 
is it poſſible for man to know the will 
of God? How can I be ſure whether all 
that is preached about the natural im- 
preſſion of a divine law of righteouſneſs, 
written upon the heart of man, which 
ſome of you are pleaſed to call a moral 
ſenſe, and of which mine has no percep- 
tion, be not altogether an artful fiction?“ 
After expreſſing your wonder at his 
extreme ſelf-abaſement, in thus diſown- 
ing his poſſeſſion of the faculty of diſcern- 
ing right from wrong, at his ſtrange diſ- 
ſent from the late proud claim of ſuper- 
eminent ſagacity, you will induce him gra- 
dually, by proper interrogatories, to ac- 
knowledge that he has really a ſenſe of 
certain qualities in the rational agents, of 
various deſcriptions, that fall under his 
notice, which from their beneficent na- 
ture, never fail to meet his approbation, 

3 inde- 
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independent of their immediate effects upon 
| himlelf; that he has likewiſe the idea of 
contrary qualities, as conſtantly exciting 
his averſion from their malignant ten- 
dency, though they do not concern him in 
particular, Is not this preciſely the very 
idea, of which he declares he has no per- 
ception ? Thus then, however ſtubbornly 
he may conteſt it, the conſtitution of his 
own heart and mind ſtands confeſſedly 
againſt him. Who was it that originally 
eſtabliſhed that conſtitution? Who is it 
that uniformly maintains it ſtill? Who 
but his Almighty Author, whoſe hand, 
whoſe will is thus made viſible, impreſſing 
there his ſovereign law in characters in- 
delible? Should this mode of expoſtu- 
lation incline him to caſt an eye upon an 
object moſt ſtrange, nay, poſſibly altoge- 
ther new to him, the internal workings of 
his own mind, he may there contemplate, 
with a ſalutary ſhock, the deſperate raſh- 
neſs of his principles and conduct, naked- 
ly expoled. 
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SECTION 11. 


The Deiſt. 


IF you ſhall have happily awakened in 


the conſcience of the Contemner of Na- 
tural Religion, a quick ſenſe of his utter 
inability to diſown his immediate and 
perpetual dependance upon God, for all 
the good he can enjoy or hope for, you 
may congratulate him upon his return- 


ing reaſon with a ſecret ſatisfaction. Diſ- 
creetly tempered let it be, leſt any appa- 


rent air of triumph, of conſcious ſuperi- 
ority in your underſtanding, or aſcendant 
over his, ſhould gall his vanity, betray 
your own, and drive him back into a 


freſh paroxyſm of phrenzy, an incident 


too frequent in all conferences with theſe 


gentry. Expect ſoon to ſee him ready 


again to change his vizor, and renew his 
attack upon your pious principles in ano- 
| ther 


; * 
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ther ſhape. A momentary ſhame at- 
tendant 'upon his ungracious declining 
farther conteſt, for the preſent, upon the 
molt eſſential point, may incite him to di- 
vert your attention awhile from himſelf, 


the ſole favourite object of his own, re- 
gard. 


In return for my frank expoſure of 
my principles to your ſevere ſcrutiny, do 
you as plainly ſet before mea fair and full 
declaration of your oppoſite ſentiments. 
My inſpection of them, I promiſe you, 
{hall be as accurate and impartial as that 
you have beſtowed on mine. Their fin- 
cerity, their ſcope, their conſequences, 
I'engage, from your example, to bring to 
a rigorous trial,” This courteous challenge 
you will accept with complacency, even 
though you perceive he hopes to find you 
(as infidels are wont to deſcribe all church - 
men, ) a fierce bully in attack, an arrant 
coward in defence. You will anſwer it 
with a ſerene, but reſolute ſpirit, having 
duly anticipated his intended cavils. Like 
the firſt Apoſtles. of the glad tidings of 
the Goſpel, you will have no call here to 
436. preme- 
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premeditate. * For it ſhall be given 
you, in the ſame hour, what ye ſhall 
ſpeak,” ſays your Blefſed Lord. Let 
your unreſerved ſimplicity and ſeriouſneſs 
in declaring your principles be ſuch as 
ſacred truth demands. This will ſtrike 
him with an involuntary awe, an unfore- 
ſeen conviction, that it is not you that 
ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father that 
ſpeaketh in you.“ Thus only can you 
properly obviate his meditated charge of 
hypocritital pretence. Confider it as an 
indiſpenſible point, that you ſhould per- 
ſuade him, it is not from an implicit ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the authority of man, from an in- 
tereſted or ſtupid reverence for the aſſum- 
ed infallibility of a pontiff, a council, a 
church, a ſynod, that you derive your 
faith, but from a noble free- thinking, 
more ſedulouſly far, and earneſtly pur- 
ſued, than any which he appears to have 
beſtowed upon the ſubjett.” 


You will then ſolemnly proteſt, and 
your inmoſt ſoul, it may be hoped, will 
ſtrictly correſpond with the proteſtation : 

5 * Mark xii. 11. 


That 
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That in forming and eſtabliſhing your re- 
ligious principles, you keep always pre- 
ſent to your mind an All- righteous 
Judge and Sovereign Ruler of your deſti- 
ny, to whom you eſteem yourſelves. ac- 
countable for the uſe you make of thoſe 
excellent facultics he has deigned to con- 
fer upon you, of intelligence, hberty, and 


moral agency :—You will aſſert that Con- 


ſcience, an inherent governing principle, 
which maniſeſtly derives it's office and 
authority from a divine origin, is an eſſen- 
tial property oſ a rational ſoul, perpetually 
diſcerns, and forcibly inculcates to your 
mind the difference of good and evil, 
right and wrong: That this impartial de- 
legate within approves your obſervance of 
the divine law written in your hearts, or 
condemns your {lighteſt temptation to 
tranſgreſs it. That accordingly * the Spi- 
Tit of God beareth- witneſs with your 
ſpirit,” rendering it tranquil and ſerene, 
or confounded and terrified, —You will 
/affirm that your faith in Chriſt greatly 
ſtrengthens that natural principle, and 
renders more clear and ſteady the dim 
twinkling light of Reaſon, ever duly at- 


tentive, and devoutly ſubſervient to it, 
4 2 c . 


2 — 
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eſtabliſhing the ſanction of both invio- 
lably to the certainty of your perpetual 
dependance upon the will of One All- 
Diſpoſing Deity, directing all your hopes 
to Him, for the flue of your moſt ſagely 
planned undertakings, your deareſt con- 
cerns in life, it's preſent and future wel- 
fare.—This dependance you will maintain 
to be not only the neceſſary condition of 
your being, but it's moſt exalted privilege, 
and your ſole ſecurity for it's continuance. 
— May a double portion of it's grace ena- 
ble you to add, that the very ſhort dura- 
tion of this life, with all the train of ills 
attendant on it, is contemplated by you, 
not with reſignation only, but with fervent 
gratitude, as your certain pledge from 
heaven, that ſtamps an authentic ſanction 
to your faith, exalting to aſſurance your 
inſpiriting hope of your future deſtiny to 

approach more and more nearly to the 
knowledge of that Eternal Source of 
Bliſs, whom you here adore, though un- 
ſeen to mortal optics, yet with perfect con- 
fidence.— That faith alone, which he ſo 
wantonly derides, is your deliverer from the 
bondage through which he is all his life- 


* Heb. ii. 15. 


time 
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time ſubject to the King of Terrors;” under 
which he groans in ſecret, at the firſt dil. 
order of a feveriſh pulſe. Amidſt the 
pangs of a diſlempered mind and body, 
* midſt upper, nether and ſurrounding ” 
darkneſs, without one gleam of comfort, 
it preſents him inſtantly with the direſt 
object of his apprehenſion, Death.—This 
harbinger of the faithful Chriſtian to the 
manſions of everlaſting glory and perfection 
invites you cheerfully to quit this vale of 
ſorrows, empowers your uplifted eye, 
through all it's checquered ſcenes, the 
more ſtedſaſtly to behold the light of his 
paternal countenance, which from your 
firſt dawn of reaſon, has conſtantly at- 
tended your hopeful progreſs to the 
« + kingdom prepared for his children, 
from the foundation of the world.“ 


Should a rude and ſudden burſt of rail- 
lery interrupt the profeſſion you are mak- 
ing of your faith in the religion of Chriſt, 
at his expreſs requiſition, regardleſs of the 
inſult, you will {till perſiſt in treating him 
as that Divine Inſtructor himſelf, upon 


Milton. + Matt. xxv. 34. 
earth, 


11 
earth, treated his moſt obſtinately blind 
gainſayers. Compaſſionate even his wil- 
ful want of fight. Invite him to reſume 
the uſe of it, in view of infinitely import- 
ant truth. Preſent, in contraſt, to his eyes 
the fatal ſource of his uphappy prejudice 
againſt it. Aſk him, how he endures to 
face the horrors that await him, in that 

« # darkneſs viſible; ſerving only to diſ- 
cover fights of woe,” into which his un- 
godly paſſions hurry him, merely for the 
purpoſe of ſhunning that heavenly light. 
Reclaim him to it, in a mode that may 
leaſt offend a vanity, over which you will 
not eaſily. teach him to obtain the maſ- 
tery, by imputing his averſion to the 
Goſpel, as in juſtice you poſſibly may, in 
ſome degree, to the wretched miſconcep - 
tions of it's real nature and effence, which 
he may have caught from miſguiding 
teachers, who have long diſguiſed, and 
are ſtill r en its mem 
mie e | 


In order to ho hin 2 into the 
way to inſtruct himſelf, deſire him to give 
you a diſpaſſionate anſwer to the following 


b * Milton, 


Queries 5 


[ 274 ] 

Queries ;—Does it derogate in the leaſt, 
from the reverential notions which he 
muſt at length, upon ſolid grounds, and 
ſerious reflection, be led to entertain of 
the Deity, to acknowledge him as the 
prime Author of the moſt comfortable 
tidings, that ever revived expiring hope 
and joy in the dejected heart of man? 
What has been the reſult of the ſubtleſt 
arts of ſophiſtry, the keeneſt ſhafts of wit, 
maliciouſly pointed againſt them, ſince 
their firſt promulgation.? Has it not been 
the conſtant triumph of Divine Truth, not 
only over the virulent attacks of it's open 
foes, but eſpecially over the more injurious 
miſreport of it's pretended friends? Has 
it not maintained it's ground with a 
ſtrength and ſplendor ſtill encreaſing from 
every providential detettion of many groſs 
miſrepreſentations of it's genuine doc- 
trines, by it's frantic or treacherous aſ- 
ſailants? What you may here ſtile pro- 
vidential, he will, upon this, as upon all 
other occafions, rather chuſe to call a a. 
tural ſeries of events. Be it ſo, never 
diſpute with him about the word. He 
only means to diſplay his profound ſaga- 
_ in tracing, however imperfectly, the 
operation 
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tion of certain Second Cauſes, which 


you will declare the wiſdom of a Prime 


Superintendant directs, 1 in the promotion 
of thele bleſſed effects. 


lane if it can have eſcaped a know. 
ledge ſo extenſive, that never in the hiſ- 
tory of mankind did ſo peculiarly criti- 
cal a ſeaſon occur for a ſignal interpoſi- 
tion of Providence, as when the Goſpel 
was firſt publiſhed. Will he attempt to 
diſpute, what he muſt have ſeen unqueſ- 
tionably atteſted; in every page of the 
records of that important æra, that moſt 
generally prevalent throughout all the 
poliſhed parts of the gemile world, was 
the contagion of a falſe philoſophy, and 
the ſame ſceptical, epicurean, or atheiſti- 
cal principles, which a rabble of tyran- 
nical demagogues, for the execution of 
the deſtructive purpoſes of their mad am- 
bition, are inſtilling into the hearts of 
our infatuated neighbours at this day? 
He muſt know that ſo groſs was the ig- 
norance, in which the ruder nations 
had lain, for ages far beyond all human 
regiſter, that a total defection from all 
virtuous principle was almoſt yniver- 


Cov 1 
ſal amongſt them ; All ideas of a Divine 
Providence, of a future ſtate of retribu- 
tion, of the moral benefits of a cordial 
worſhip of the Deity, as a righteous 
Law-giver and Judge, were ſo generally 


renounced, that no- n traces of 
a were leſt. | 


Within the limits non of one obſcure 
corner of the globe yet faintly glimmer- 
ed the light of a divine revelation, with 
the profeſſed belief of one true God, the 
ſole Creator of all things. Yet how irreve- 
rent, how derogatory were the conceptions, 
which the degenerate, and wretchedlycor- 
rupted Iſraelites then entertained of the 
moral attributes of the Deity, and the 
{ſpiritual purpoſe of his laws. Like the 
heretical, I mean the party-ſpirited' ſeRa- 
ries, as well within, as without the pale of 
every Church chat calls itſelf Chriſtian; they 
confined within their own narrow circle, 
all the graces and good - will of that com- 
mon Father of the Univerſe, who clothes 
the lihes of the field, who feedeth the 
fowls of the air, who ſuſtains: and animates 
the whole frame of nature. But what was 
1 worſe, . rendered his ſacred 


ordinances 
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ordinances of no eſſect. They preſumed 
that by the external obſervance merely 
of certain rites and ceremonies, or the 
bare profeſſion of an implicit faith in the 
divine authority of a law, the moral ten- 
dency of which they totally diſregarded; 
they. became ſecure from all effects of his 
diſpleaſure. At the ſame time, their own 
hiltorians concur with the belt contem- 
porary writers of the pagan world, in de- 
claring they ſurpaſled in wickedneſs, what 
they were pleaſed to call the moſt civi- 
lized, as well as the moſt barbarous na- 
tions upon earth. They abandoned 
themſelves to the moſt ſordid eſpecially, 
and the moſt odious crimes, that diſgraced 
thoſe very gentiles, who made the moſt 
abominable of their vices the objects of 
their en nr £ 


When all milnkind was fallen i into this 
woful flate of degeneracy, by rejecting 
the belief or groſsly diſparaging the cha- 
ratter of a Supreme Controller above 
them, an Arbiter of the deſtiny of his 
whole Creation, why ſhould it be thought 
a thing incredible with him, that the ſame 
Vivine Power, who in the beginning bade 
ma = order 
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order, harmony, a world, ſpring out of 
confuſion, diſcord, and a chaos, ſhould 
then bid the light of the goſpel to ariſe 
over a benighted world PIs it unbe- 
coming the attributes of the beneficent 
Creator, to redeem his creatures from 
theſe extremes of fin and miſery, to con- 
deſcend to ſet their eternal intereſts, 
their duties, the conſequences of their 
tranſgreſſion, or obſervance of them, full 
in their view, by an extraordinary reve- 
lation PIs it injurious to the character 
of the merciful Father of the Univerſe, to 
believe, that having neither ordained, nor 
adapted this earth to be the abode of com- 
plete ſatisfaction to an intelligent mind, 
nor of complete moral perfection, in be- 
ings of ſuch limited faculties, and conſe- 
quently ſo weak, and liable to err, he has 
opened to his oflending children, if ſincere- 
ly penitent, the proſpect of reconciliation, 
peace and favour; that he has exalted the 
lowly natures of the well - diſpoſed and 
faithful, even in this ſtate of trial, to the 
rapturous aſſurance of admiſſion, after 
death, into a liſe of permanent purity, 
dignity and happineſs in a world to come? 
In what ſyſtem of human invention 
X can 
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can he trace, what this divine revelation} 
alone recommends, and eſtabliſhes: by the 
molt awful ſanctions, the : reaſonable ho- 
mage and ſervice, required by the righte- 
ous Lord of all; our due perſormance of 
which, in ſpirit and in truth, will ſecure 
to us his conſtant: favour, and our end- 
leſs felicity ?—-Of this homage and ſer- 
vice, ſo commonly miſunderſtood, yet ſo 
perfectly intelligible to thoſe, who are 
prepared ©. to receive the kingdom of 
heaven as a little child,” has he ever ap- 
plied his mind to form one clear and diſ- 
tink idea, obvious indeed to that ſimplicity 
and undiſſembling opennels of heart, ſo 
diſtinguiſhable in undeſigning childhood, 
but ſtrangely warped, or aſſumed only for 
a purpoſe of deceit, by the worldly- 
minded man ?—To- comprehend the ſum 
and ſubſtance of the religion of Chriſt, 
has he conſulted the ſacred records them- 
ſelves of our Divine Inſtructor's life and 
doctrines? — Does he not deduce his 
vague and contemptuous opinion of it 
from the comments, practical or ſpecula- 
tive, exhibited in the immoral conduct 
or irrational tenets of this or that ſect of 
miſguided Chriſtians, at this, or ſome 
; N 2 former 
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ſormer period ?— Has he yet to learn that 
the obſervance of merely external rights, 
the belief of : dottrines abſtracted, and 
remote from human lite, do really conſti- 
tute no part of it; though ſuperſtition 
venerates, and infidelity derides theſe 
alone, as the eſſence of all religion ?—Has 
he ever underſtood, what as propounded 
by our Lord himſelf to the ſimple and ul 

literate, was perfectly plain, and moſ 
joy fully embraced, at firſt hearing, though 
foon aſter diſmally perplexed by the per- 
verſe ingenuity of learned and crafty 
_ wranglers, that the vital principle of love 
to God and man is the ſole qualification 
required for the attainment of eternal 
life ?—Is it of this moſt gracious, moſt 
inſpiriting diſplay of the divine merey, in 
founding upon that ſingle principle the 
only acceptable, only rational, yet moſt 
animating ſyſtem of worſhip due to the 
kind Father of all, that he preſumes to 


make the ſubject of his unnatural mock - 
ery ? 


It is not, after all, it cannot be & 
_ this comprehenſive principle, this vital 
eſſence * all true an thus clearly 


exhibited, 
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exhibited, that the infidel ventures to di- 
his inſidious and covert plan of attack 
is defeated, at the inſtant it is expoſed tg 
the face of day. All here, on the con- 
trary, is open to the light, acceſſible to 
all, but the children of darkneſs, of inſa- 
tuated bigotry, or bardened guijt, It is 
through the dim and intricate maze of po- 
lemical theology, where the combatants, 
on either fide, avowedly fee nothing at 
all, where much miſchief, and no good, 
is ever found or ſought for, that he winds, 
unperceived, his ſerpentine approaches. 
Thete he may ſecurely dart his ſing, 
without fear of miſſing the obvious butts 
of his envenomed ridicule, while through 
their ſides he fondly dneams he deals a 
deadly ſtroke at the everlaſting goſpel. 
It is not heaven-· deſcended Truth, which 
theſe furious combatants are aiming ei- 
ther to overthrow or eſtabliſn. Theſe 
are labouring only to demoliſh every ſyſ- 
tem of religion, which is not of their 
adoption, with one purpoſe alone, in order 
to ſet up each his on, extracted, as they 
pretend, from the word of God, upon 

the 
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the authority of interpreters, who regard 
as little as they do themſelves, the true 
ſpirit of the holy Scripture. The ene- 
mies of all religion, on the other hand, 
rejoice at the conflict of theſe adverſe 
troops of embattled "Nonſenſe, which do 
their work far more effectually than they 
could ever do it themſelves. "The moſt 
important doctrines of our Divine Teacher 
have nothing to do with theſe diſputes. 
Theſe" doftrines, when pure and unſo- 
phiſticated, as delivered by our Lord 
.himſelf,, you will find it always eaſy to 
deſend againſt the ſcofſs and rage of Infi- 
delity. Sanctioned as they were by an 
authority, with which never man before 
had ſpoken, they enlightened, they enlarg- 
ed the uninformed, but upright minds of 
his faithful followers, with clearer. con- 
ceptions of their duty, and raiſed their 
hopes of their future deſtiny to a more 
exalted height of joyſul confidence than 
the moſt renowned ſages of n e had 
ever en 


What fas the unbelieving Scoffer to 
this DN fact? Will he ſay that 


the 
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the impreſſion made on their weak minds 
muſt have been flight indeed, fince at the 
critical juncture, that brought on the 
awful event that was ordained to ſet a 
ſeal to his miniſtry, © they all forſook him 
and fled ?” You may here convict your 
opponent of diſingenuity, or wilful igno- 
rance, in not acknowledging the viſible 

agency of a Supernatural Power, in the 
ſequel of the general apoſtacy alledged, 
— directly militates againſt the argu- 
ment that he deduces from it. The Sa- 
viour of mankind foretold this their 
ſpeedy defection, even at the moment when 
their honeſt hearts were pouring forth 
their proteſtations of an everlaſting fide- 
lity. Miſtaken men! In this reſolution 
they ſincerely truſted to perſevere. But 
he, who ſaw more clearly into their 
hearts than they did themſelves, forelaw, 
at the ſame time, how ſoon his. reſurrec- 
tion, predicted indeed by him, but appa- 
rently not then underſtood by them, 
would reclaim and exalt them above the 
reproachſul frailties of their nature. Tri- 
umphant over their unbelief and prejudice, 
their doubts and fears, their attachment 


to this world, to life iiſelf, they ſacrifice 
them 
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them al undaunted, in atteſtation. of an 
event, ſo lately deemed incredible. How 
remote from all human apprehenſion 
was their victory, firſt over themſelves. 
Even there the operation of a power far 
exceeding that of mortal man is mani- 
feſtly diſplayed. More wonderful ſtill 
was their ſucceſs, in a firmly conteſted 
oppoſition to the religion profeſſed in 
their own country, of divine inſtitution, 
acknowledged to have been ſuch by the 
Chriſtians themſelves, ho evinced how 
groſsly the Jews, their rulers eſpecially, 
had departed from the true ſpirit of it. 
But moſt of all ſtupendous was their pe- 
remptory condemnation, and fignal vic- 
tory over all the eſtabliſhed Superſtitions 
in the known world, by men aſſerting a 
divine ſanction for their proceedings and 
tenets, but diſclaiming all human autho- 
rity, and deſtitute of all the attainments 
and perſuaſive graces of a poliſhed edu- 
cation, being trained up in the occupa- 
tions of the loweſt ranks in ſociety ; who 
after enduring, for an appointed term, 
the moſt ſhocking extremes of contempt 
and wretchedneſs, accompliſhed the over- 
throw of all the moſt firmly ſettled, and 


highly 
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highly venerated eſtabliſhments of reli. 
gious worſhip, in all the civilized regions 
of the known world, and introduced, in 
their ſtead, the adoration of one God, in 
ſpirit and in truth, or in a perfect purit 

of mind and manners. You may well 
defy the moſt hardened infidel to regard 
this miraculous revolution in the charac- 
ter and conduct of perſons before ſo very 
weak and timid, and the mighty change 
it wrought in the ſentiments and morals 
of all mankind, as occurrences inſignifi- 


cant, and unworthy of ſerious contem- 
plation. 


When you have awakened the atten- 
tion of the profane caviller to the evi- 
dence, internal and external, of the Chril- 
tian Revelation, finding himſelf defeated 
in his oppoſition to the moral and ſub- 
ſtantial part, he may again recur to his 
ready and convenient refuge; he may 
ſeek to ſhelter himſelf in the obſcurity 
caſt over it in the diſgraceful ſquabbles 
of Chriſtians amongſt themſelves.—* This 
Revelation, which in your partial view of 
it you are pleaſed to repreſent as ſo inter- 
e ſo edifying, ſo intelligible to all 


men, 
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men, is no revelation to me, nor to any 
profeſſed Chriſtian but yourſelf, whom 
I ever converſed with. Moſt ſparingly, in 
truth, as- they all pretend to expound it, 
is it vouchſafed to the ſons of men. It 
is only adapted, as far as I can ſee, or as 
they ſeem to think, to lead us into the 
gloomy maze of myſtery, and there: to 
confound and terrify us with the ſhadows 
of things unſeen, and utterly incompre- 
henſible. You muſt let me ſee you firſt 
extricated from the maze'yourſelves, be- 
fore you ſhall r me to follow 
you.“ — 


The preſumption, you will tell him, of 
theſe ex pounders of what they do not un- 
-derſtand, is no excuſe for his wilful blind- 
neſs to what he moſt eaſily may. 1s their 
miſtaking the glad tidings of the goſpel 
of Chriſt a reaſonable plea for his reje&- 
ing the portion of clear light, which 
Heaven in mercy diſpenſes ' to his feeble 
optics, which are here only ſuited to ad- 
mit the dawn of everlaſting glory? 
Would he renounce the light of the day 
becauſe it ſhines but faintly in the twi- 
light, 3 is often obſcured with miſts, and 
entirely 


* ] 
entirely withdrawn in the night; or be- 
cauſe his aching ſenſe ſhrinks back from 
the raſh attempt to look up ſtedfaſtly to 
the ſun in it's meridian brightneſs ?— 
Wouldſt thou, molt potent Rationaliſt, ab- 
jure the uſe of thy reaſoning faculty al- 
together, becauſe fooliſh men abuſe it 
wofully, the wileſt are often perplexed 
with doubt, are prone. to err, and find 
every where in nature ſomething above 
their reach ?—Thou diſclaimeſt all power 
in man to receive the bleſſing of this re- 


velation. No idea, thou ſayeſt, can - 


form of the merciful purpoſes which it 
proclaims of a Deity, of whoſe Eſſence it 
gives me no clear conception.” —Of his 
eſſence, we aſk, who is it that pretends 
to have a clear idea? Doft thou pre- 
ciſely know the eſſence of any one being 
whatſoever? Fix thy. thought for trial, 
as ſteadily as thou canſt, upon any one 
- preſent and moſt familiar to it, upon the 
flame of this taper, for inſtance.” Of its 
external modes, or qualities, it is indeed 
allowed thee to form ſome proper infer- 
ences from the effects that ſtrike thy 
ſenſes, it's brightneſs, colour, heat, it's 
flitting form, &c. But of it's eſſence, 
it's 


© an 3 
it's internal ſubſtance, tell us, what notion 
haſt thou? Of thy own ſoul, the pro- 
perties, the affections, the, faculties. are 
rendered familiar to thy acquaintance by 
reflection. What idea does it afford thee 
of it's eſſence? Let the: unedifying 
wordy war, about Matter and Spirit, ſo 
often carried on in 'vain, interrupted, 
renewed by fits, and always terminat- 
ed alike, without coming to a rational 
concluſion, declare the invincible 1g- 
norance of man. Be ſatisfied that of 
the Supreme All-ruling Spirit, no more 
an object of corporeal ſenſe, than that 
ſoul of thine, it is not given thee to form 
a clear and determinate idea. But his 
marvelous operations, the effects of his 
infinite power, ſkill, beneficence are ma- 
nifeſted, are forcibly imprefſed upon every 
thinking mind, from every part, as well 
the minutelt as the greateſt of the viſible 
creation. To theſe is thine alone a 
ſtranger? [ 


No, thou replieſt, © upon the divine 
government of the natural world, I wave 
all farther conteſt. The courſe of na- 
ture, andof it's aſtoniſhing phenomena, are 
| 7 | the 
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the immediate objects of my bodily ſenſes. 
They demonſtrate boundleſs wiſdom and 
might exiſting ſomewhere ; but where 
or how, or in what being or beings, who 
can tell? It is of the divine diſpenſa- 
tions, with reſpect to the future deſtiny of 
the moral world, that I ſtill inſiſt upon 
it neither you, nor I, know any thing at 
all. What your Bible, and it's ever-jar- 


ring interpreters tell us about it, 1s contra- 
dicted by all I can ſee of it, in our pre- 


puniſhment to vice, or reward to merit, 
aſſures me, no regular moral 
government condutts. They are evi- 
dently left at random to 8 freaks of 
Fortune, or abandoned to the irregular 
paſſions of creatures ſtiled honourable, 
noble, gracious, reverend, rational, though 
generally as deficient in foreſight, or any 
wiſe or good purpoſe, as Chance it- 


ſelf,” — 


He has, it is confeſſed, ſeen ſomething 
of the world, who talks at this rate, but of 
the worſt ſide of it only. It is pity but he 
had deen a little more, with due attention 

conſidered 


ſent ſtate, the events of which, reſpecting 
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conſidered the better ſide of it, and been 
taught to examine deliberately the rela- 
tions, tendencies and contingencies of what 
he may have ſeen. I he rambling attacks of 
ſuch a ſpeculative ſmatterer, who in times 
of uncontrolled licentiouſneſs, will moſt 
frequently ſtart up in your way, you may 
thus repel: The confuſion that reig 
in thy on breaſt thou haſt viſibly diſ- 
played. Thou haſt fairly avowed the diſ- 
comfort; that ſprings from intellectual dark- 
neſs, and conſcious moral depravity. Be 
larther candid. Seriouſly preſs theſe 
queries to a too unfeeling heart, How 
far have it's own contumacy and ungodly 
juſts occaſioned it's inability to admit one 
cheering glimpſe of the moſt hopeful 
bliſsful truths, which the mind of man 
can poſſibly contemplate? — Does not 
- compelled experience, and a quick ſenſe 
of the lamentable dimneſs, habitually ac- 
quired, far more than natural, of thy 
mental faculties, does not this extreme nar- 
rowneſs of thy conceptions conſtrain thee 
to confeſs the high expediency, the ap- 
parent neceſſity of a divine revelation ? 
SHER ſeaſonable is that benign inter- 
eh. poſition 
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poſition of the grace of God mercifully 
tendered to thy acceptance, in his Gol- 
pel ? How unaccountably rejected with 
diſdain, upon this prepoſterous plea ;j— 
becauſe thou ſeeſt nought, without it, but 
ſadneſs, confuſion, doubt, inextricable 
gloom around thee ? — Art thou obſti- 
nately bent to behold the whole ſyſtem 
of animated and ſpiritual, of intelligent 
and moral beings, involved in a deſpe- 
rate ſtate of endleſs diſorder and perplex- 
ity? Can the beautiful workmanſhip of 
an all-gracious Deity be to thee an object, 
not of ſenſeleſs indifference merely, but 
of ' malevolent cenſure? He invites, he 
engages thee to extend thy proſpett be- 
yond the limits of this tranſitory ſcene of 
cares and trials. Behold he opens to thy 
view, to the meditation of thy humbled, 
contrite and regenerated heart, the con- 
nection of the preſent life with a life: to 
come, of a world, which amidſt a profu- 
ſion of good and countleſs beauties, which 
claim our grateful admiration, exhibits 
nothing to thy benighted ſoul but confu- 
hon and miſrule, with another world, 
* wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs;” or 

where alone the ſeeming irregular diſpen- 
| 8 ſations 
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ſations here, will be ſound in perfect con- 
formity with impartial juſtice and bound - 
leſs beneſicence. Becauſe it is not given 
thee upon earth to enjoy the exalted pri 
vilege ol the ſaints in heaven, © to know 
even as thou art known,” art thou deſpe- 
rately bent to exclude the hopeful glimpſe 
of opening day, to abide ſtill in ſelſ- con - 
. and voluatary nee wh | 


F 


The keen difputant will — be 510 to 
turn the edge of the laſt queſtion upon 
the queriſt.— We are not ſingular,” he 
will ſay, “ in preferring darkneſs to the 
light. Has it not been. your conſtant 
practice, for ſixteen centuries at leaſt, ſo- 
lemnly to demand our moſt devout at- 
tention, (with dire denunciations againſt 
thoſe who cannot declare their hearty 
aſſent) to thoſe very articles of your creed, 
which learned arrogance, in ſcorn of com- 
mon ſenſe, has contrived to extract from 
texts, by yourſelves involved in profound 
obſcurity, but which probably were not 
perlexing to the firſt readers of your 
ſeriptures How can you have the im- 
pudence to tell us, theſe controverted 


_ were ever PR while. "_—_ 
le 
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leſs doubts about them are on all fides 
yet maintained, and yourſelves have 
ſometimes modeſty. enough to confeſs you 
cannot explain, or pretend to underſtand 
them ?—Upon myſteries which you aſſert, 
and know not how many hundreds to one 
admit not to be taught by Chriſt, do not 
you preſume to ſpeculate, and pronounce 
with a peremptory deciſion, yet with out- 
rageous contradiction, animoſity and re- 
doubled anathemas, thundering "it e 
all quarters.“ 


Impotent as this petulant charge can be 
proved to be againſt the firm baſis of our 
faith itſelf, diſencumbered of1t's ill· adapted 
glolles, though of- great force againſt 
many a groundleſs claim of dogmatiſm, 
and bigotry, you may with confidence 
thus reply ; having previouſly allowed the 
propriety of it's application to our anti- 
chriſtian feuds We are perſuaded, and 
with full ſatisfaction allow, (though you 
will hardly thank us for it,) that your 
cenſure is perfectly orthodox, and in ex- 
act conformity with the ſpirit of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. The whole tenor of the New 
Teſtament more directly condemns thoſe 
O violent 
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violent outrages againſt it, than even you 
haye ſound words to expreſs. Could 
you ſeriouſly attend to the true [| pirit of the 
Goſpel, you would always find it concili- 
atory throughout,  beneficent and ra- 
tional, as the abuſes of it, you have ſo 
juſtly reprobated, are contentious, male- 
volent and abſurd. Theſe abuſes, whe- 
ther countenanced, or as you are pleaſed 
to call it, eſtabliſhed by general practice, 
the ſincereſt friends to the honour of our 
church more heartily condemn chan you, 
to whom they afford ſo plauſible a pre- 
tence for mock-triumph over a, religion, 
whole main tendency they manifeſtly 
nee 1 


1 A the Deiſt has, heen taught 
10 conſider all Chriſtians, as enthuſiaſts, 
or bigots, His favourite ſophultical hiſto- 
rian “, from whom he has learned to reſolve 
All religion into ſuperſtition;or fanaticiſm, 
is as inconſiſtent and illuſive in all; he 
advances upon this head, as in his unde- 
.cided and verſatile political tenets. Even 
he, whether ſtruck with a momentary 


9 David Hume. ; 
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compundtion at the felt indignation of all 
thinking men, provoked by this vile pre- 
varication, frequent in his other works, 
that runs through the whole firſt printed 
volume of his Hiſtory ; or what is more 
probable, aware of the ' detriment their 
contempt might bring upon the ſale of 
his book, thought it expedient to apolo- 
gize for this apparent impiety, in the cloſe 
of the ſubſequent volume, by an amende ho- 
norable, as equivocal as the concluſions of 
a ſtaunch ſceptic are, in whatever he 
ſeems, (for he deals in ſeeming only) to 
affirm or controvert. Yet is this the 
man, whoſe energetic frankneſs the deiſti- 
cal party ſo extravagantly applauds. 
But let him ſpeak for himſelf “.—“ This 
ſophiſm,” (whoſe but his own?) © of argu- 
ing from the abuſe of a thing againſt the 
uſe of it, 1s one of the grofleſt, and at the 
ſame time, the moſt common, to which 
men are ſubject. The proper uſe, he 
adds, of religion, 1s to reform men's lives, 
to purify their hearts, to inforce all mo- 
ral duties, and to ſecure obedience to the 
laws of the civil magiſtrate.” —* But why, 


* Hume's Hiſt, of Great Brit. Vol. II. P. 449. | 
O 2 (ſays 
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(lays a ſhrewd . * on the quirks 
aſ this puny Dialectician from the north, 
as. he tao contemptuoully ſtiles a writer, 
certainly not of weak or deſpicable ta- 
tents, though fadly perverted by over- 
weening vanity, ) why, when he had heard 
ſo much of theſe bugbear counterſeits, 
Superſtition and Fanaticiſm, was there 
not one word ſlipt in, to recommend 
this reforming religion? Nat one word, 
in mere charity, for the honour of his 

dear country ; that ſtrangers at leaſt, (for 
he writes at large, and for all mankind,) 
might not ſuſpett, if ever indeed there was 
4 true religion amongſt us, that theſe im. 

poſtors had driven her quite away ?'— 
Now take Hume 's diſgracefully, evaſive 
mode of ſhifting off this pointed ſtroke. 
While religion purſues theſe ſalutary 

u it's. operations, though infinitely 
valuable, are fecret and Ai and ſe lan 
come under the cognizance of biſtory. The 
adultcrate ſpecies of it alone, which in- 
flames ſaction, animates ſedition, and 
prompts rebellion, diſtinguiſhes. itſelf. on 
the open theatre of the world, and is the 
great ſource of revolutions. and public 
convulſions. The hiſtorian therefore has 
2 leſs 
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leſs occaſion to mention any other kind 
of religiyn, and he may maintain the 
higheſt rdgard for true piety, even while 
he expoſes the abuſes of the falſe,”— . 


Liſten next to the ſarcaſtic hints 6 of the 
Remarker, whoſe valuable tract “, attri- 
buted at firſt to Dr. Hurd, is how undur« 
ſtood, upon good authority, to have been 
written by Dr. Warburton, of whoſe ſtrong 
features it bears throughout the peculiar 
ſtamp.— So it ſeems that what reforms 
men's lives, and puriſies their hearts, is 
not worth a wiſe hiſtorian's notice. If it 
were, he gives a very cogent reaſon, why 
he ſhould bring it to the notice of his rea- 
ders likewiſe, for he tells us that," the 
effects of this are ſecret and filent.” 
Should not the hiſtorian therefore lend a 
tongue to this powerful, but modeſt di. 
reftreſs of human life, and bring her, in 
all her luſtre, into our acquaintance? 
But“ She ſeldom comes under the cog- 
nizance of Hiſtory.” —* More ſhame for 
theſe falſe maſters of the ceremonies, who 


See Relttsche on Mr. D. Hume's Eflay on the Na 
tural Hiſtory of Religion. | 
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ſo ſcandalouſly abuſe their office Thi 
due reprehenſion of a rigorous Critic 
would have been delivered with a ſterner 
tone, and poſſibly received by the detect- 
ed Frevaricator, if not with ſhame, (of 
which\ extreme vanity is ſeldom ſuſcepti- 
ble) at leaſt with ſome degree of conſter- 
nation, had they both lived to ſee this 
day. Hume's pathetic pictures of the dil- 
tracting conflicts of enthuſiaſm and bi- 
gotry are bold and maſterly. They com- 
mand our aſſent to their truth and pro- 
priety. Dire peſts, no doubt, theſe per- 
verted paſſions have ever proved to ſound 
morality and ſobriety of thought. But 
neither of theſe two great ſources of revo- 
lutions and public convulſions ” have been 
the fell exciters of the dreadful havoc now 
raging in Europe, and threatening gene- 
ral deſolation, and the deſtruction of all 
Juſt, wile and orderly government. Of 
this tremendous hurricane, even He 
might now be compelled to acknowledge 
the prime conductor to have been that 
falſe philoſophy, of which he plumed 
himſelf upon being accounted a mighty 
propagator. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps he might have / eaugtit ſome 
ſympathy in the wretched fate of his leſs 
daring brother - infidel Rouſſeau. The 
long continued mental derangement of the 
Genevan modern Philoſopher, to 'whoſe 
mortification and afflictive malady, our 
famed Britiſh hiſtorian, even amidſt pro- 
feſſions of zealous friendſhip, is ſaid to 
have been drawn in vantonly to con- 
tribute, might have diſpoſed a heart, re- 
ported to have had many good propen- 
ities, to a ſerious contemplation of the vi- 
ſible conſequences of his ' pernicious te- 
nets. A deep melancholy preyed upon 
the ſoul of poor Rouſſeau. An original 
affection for truth and rectitude, had 
ſtricken it with perpetual agonies of pain- 
ful reflection preſageſul of the miſeries 
which his ſceptical religious paradoxes, 
together with his fine. ſpun reveries on the 
Equality f Conditions, were likely to bring 
upon all civilized ſociety.” The high: 
flown compliments, once laughed at, as 
too extravagant even in France, their na- 
tive ſoil, have been again revived and 
laviſhed upon the laſt- mentioned tract, 
which, in the land of Prate, gained him 
the firſt prize for brilliant eloquence, pro- 
found 


L 2⁰⁰ |] 
found ſagacity, and reſiſtleſs force of ar- 
gument! By hunlelf they were fre- 
quently received wih diſguſt and ſullen · 
neis: Vous vous mocquez, you are mock- 
ing at me, he frettully replied, you needs 
mult ſee it was all a flam, a mere jeu 
d'cſprit.” A frightfully miſchievous ſport 
it. proved, as well to himſelf, as to. the 
belt regulated inſtitutions of ſocial life, 
the unavoidable imperfections of which, 
in his derogatory ſketches, appeared maſt 
ſtrangely | diſaſtrous. The foreſight of 
the tendency of his notions, to unhinge 
them all, is well known to have turned his 
brain, baunting it perpetually with the 
ſpectres of all the ſovereigns upon earth, 
and their enraged ſatellites, in league to 
perſecute and worry him to death. 


Having duly reflected upon this and 
many a ſimilar inſtance of the horrors, 
Which have diſtracted the minds of the 
bold gevilers of what the wiſeſt of wan- 
kind hold reſpettable and ſacred, inter- 
rogate thus cloſely the conſcience of your 
inhdel opponent.—ls it againſt the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and the ſincere diſpenſers 
of it, in it's pure light, that you are now 
inveigh- 


1 1 


znveighing ? Or is your boaſted ſagacity 
honeſtly employed in diſcovering the falſe 
pretences of thole, who affefling to pry 
into myſteries unrevealed, not only vreſt 
the ſcriptures to gain credit to their own 
crude notions, but raifing * fumum ex ful. 
gere, quench: the light where it ſhines 
forth cleareſt? The world, in that caſe, 
might thanktully- applaud your labour. 
Thus far ſucceſs attend you. But there 
check your farther daring. The voice of 
heaven-taught Reaſon bids you ſtop 
* left you ſhall be found to fight againſt 
God.“ Deride, as you liſt, the detected 
vain conceits impoſed upon the blind 
eredulity of man. Deſpiſe, as you ſe- 
curely may, the illuſion of animal mag- 
netiſm, of which none but convicted 
quacks ever pretended to know any thing. 
But preſume not, at the peril of expoſing 
your groſſer 1gnorance, to contradict the 
unqueſtionable truth of the many won- 
ders in the viſible creation, of which the 
Supreme Firſt Cauſe of All enables you to 
diſcern the wife purpoſes. Unleſs con- 
tented flupidly to admire, without ap- 
prehenſion, it 18 given you, in a certain 
degree, to perceive, to explain, to de- 

monſtrate 


D 20 J 
monſtrate a regular ſeries of ſecondary 
cauſes, productive by manifeſt deſign, of 
beneficent effetts; throughout all the ele- 
ments of earth, water, air, fire, ether, and 
electric vapour. Of the laſt, for inſtance, 
of the well - aſcertained phenomena of 
electricity, can you, without ſhame, pro- 
teſt : My very ſenſes ſhall not per- 
ſuade me to believe them real, till 1 can 
diſcover their conſiſtency with my pre- 
conceived ideas of the laws of gravity,” - 
Something it is clear you do know; but 
becauſe you know not every thing, par- 
ticularly what Sir Iſaac Newton declared 
to tranſcend the limits of his great un- 
derſtanding, are you indeed ſo extrava- 
gantly modeſt, as to reſolve to nne no- 
thing at alls? ve. ti 


Be candid in urging the following 
Query home to your inmoſt heart. ls it 
ſincerely as a ſyſtem of mere ſpeculations, 
of abſtruſe unintelligible doctrines, or 
inſignificant rites, that you declare the re- 
ception of Chriſtianity unworthy! of your 
acute enn Pont re N nd 


0 Shakeſpear, 
ſhame, 
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ſhame, if not for charity. Avow not ſo 
extreme a degree of wilful blindneſs. Full 
well you know, if indeed you know 
any thing of them, how intimate is the 
connection of the doctrines and precepts 
of Chriſt, with the whole 'of your moral 
conduct. How directly is their whole 
ſcope, (when interpreted arigbt, that is 
plainly, for then alone, in truth, does it 
at all concern you) applied to the regu- 
lation of your internal temper and out- 
ward actions? Ingenuouſly acknowledge 
that here lies nakedly expoſed, though 
long concealed from yourſelf, the hitherto 
inſuperable bar to your admiſſion of the 
goſpel. You dare not face a zealous 
friend, whoſe kind admonitions are dread- 
ed, as unwelcome checks in your career 
of ſin and folly.— 


Having thus ſlightly noticed his prin- 
cipal objection, as utterly impertinent, or 
foreign to the ſubject, being raiſed againſt 
what Chriſtianity is not, we are called 
upon to profeſs what it really is; or what 
the beſt informed and moſt reſpected 
members of every proteſtant church, how- 


ever 
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ever they may differ in ſentiments as to 
points ens importante, uniformly 
agree in declaritig'it to be. We may al. 
fure him that all, who are entitled to name 
the name of Chriſt, who are content to 
derive their faith from the pure fount of 
the ſacred word, happily unite in main- 


taining the following eſſential points: 


That our Lord and Saviour being ſent to 
command our attention to the moſt mo- 
mentous concern, that ever intereſted the 


ſons of men, gave manifeſt proofs of his 


divite commiſſion, by miracles wrought in 
the name, and with the authority of God, 
whoſe Son he proclaimed himſelf to be i 
a tranſcendent ſenfe, pre-eminent above 
all the angelic hoſt. To engage us, by a 
righteous and holy life upon earth, to aſ- 
pire to the glories of heaven, he exhibited 
to the eyes of men a perfe& pattern of 
unblemiſhed righteoufneſs and ſanftity, 

His humility, condeſeenſion and Aud 
were exempt from all poſſible imputation 
of ambition, pride, or artifice. ough 
the model of perfe&tion, which he fet be. 

fore us, was ſo incomparably glorious, 


> all that was ever efteemed kaudable 
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and amiable in every human charaQer, 


combined in one, muſt fade away before 
it, yet it was equally adapted for the imi- 
tation of all ranks, from the highelt to 
the loweſt. His excellence in every vir- 
tue was indeed ſupereminent, his piety 
unparalleled, and ſublime above mere 
mortals, his devotion to do his Father's will, 
uniform, and without interruption; yet 
the moral tenor of his exemplary, life, is 
level to the apprehenſion of all under- 
ſtandings, ſuited to inſtruct the leaſt in- 
ns wo and perſuade the wiſeſt, to aſſect 
all hearts, the tendereſt and moſt obdurate, 
We are excited to conform to it by every 
motive of regard to our eternal intereſts, 
by every principle of gratitude to the Su- 
preme Bene factor, the Redeemer, and 
Exalter of the fallen race of mankind, the 
divine Guide, appointed io direłt our ſteps. 
through the ſnares and perils, the, tempta- 
tions and afllictions, that beſet our pat! 
on all ſides, in this {ſhort ſtate of 72 „ 
and condutt us lafely to the abode of 5 
tet, fecurity from all fin and mi ery, 
The works of beneficence beyond exam- 
ple, being truly miraculous, which he per- 
farmed, before innumerable witneſſes, of 
which 


E 

which occaſionally vaſt multitudes at 
once 'were themſelves the ſubjects, were 
all demonſtrations of infinite wiſdom and 
power indeed, but more eſpecially of the 
adorable goodneſs of his Eternal Father, 
whole glory alone he ſought to _— 
in diſpenſing bleſſings to mankind. 


The cloſe of his diary ben ug 
his triumph over all our ſpiritual enemies 
at once, a ſinſul world, and death and 
hell, you may next diſplay, with all it's 
ſtriking aſſemblage of awful but inſtruc- 
tive circumſtances. His character never 
ſhone forth with ſplendor ſo illuſtrious, 
as through the cloud of extreme humili- 
ation. As his life exhibited a pattern of 
obedience to the law of righteouſneſs, ſo his 
ſufferings and death, foreſeen and repeat- 
edly foretold by himſelf to his diſciples, 
and at the hour expected, voluntarily in- 
curred, in all it's bittereſt agonies, gave a 
decided authenticity to that law. His riſ- 
ing from the dead, on the predicted third 
day, and viſible appearance to his doubt- 
ing followers, ſilenced all objection to 
it. We now may run with patience the 


race . is appointed for us, looking unto 
"Jeſus, 


Ca I}; 

Jeſus; the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
who, for. the joy that was ſet before him, 
endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, 
and is ſet down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.“ — That Faith his reſur- 
rection advanced into Certainty. It re- 
vived and confirmed the confidence of 
his deſponding friends in all his glorious 
promiſes. It preſented a ſure proſpett of 
being alſo raiſed themſelves into life im- 
mortal. It inſpirited them to ſtep forth 
undaunted, and perſevere in declaring to 
the world the truth of what their eyes 
had ſeen. It ſtrengthened their minds to 
eſtabliſh: their teſtimony by an infallible 
teſt, their calm encounter of perſecution, 
torture and death, in all their direſt ſhapes, 
in exultation to proclaim it with their 
dying breath, in triumph to ſeal it with 
their blood. The weak attempts of mo- 
dern ugbelievers to invalidate the faithful 
report of this countleſs hoſt, of witneſles 
have, by the grace of God, proved an 
occaſion of bringing forward the ſucceſs- 
ful exertions of a Lardner, a Moſheim, 

a Watſon, a Paley, to the attention of a 
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ſlumbering 
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W at world. Never henceſorch, 
it is hoped, will objettions, the futility 
| Ls which have been ſo ably expoſed, 
ſtagger the faith of one WON and intel. 
ligent i inquuer, LN tet Ab 


In preſſing che laſt argument, . 
agitated in ſome late publications, there 
is one opinion perhaps not preciſely wart 
rantable, which it may be proper here to 
clear up. It is aſſerted too generally, that 
intolerant and cruel meaſures. are the 
chief promoters of the ſects they perle- 
cute. That the grievous perſecutions, 
which the primitive Chriſſ ians underwent, 
were a powerſul acceſſory. cauſe why. 
A the word of God ſo mightily, 8 — 
prevailed,” cannot be doubted. 
they were the principal efficient ”—_— 
of it, is the notion, againſt. which you 
here are cautioned. It has often been 
defended by ſacts plauſibly miſapplied, 
to the neglect of the one primary cauſe in 
queſtion, which ought always to be kept 
in fight; I mean the reſiſtleſs energy of 
the divine wiſdom, exhibited in the goſpel, 
the ſanctity of it's precepts, the reaſona- 
bleneſs o it's doctrines, when manifeſted 

in 
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in their original ſimplicity, before their 
clear light was darkened by the quaint 
conceits of theological ſophiſts. To this 
you will add the potent effects of the 
beauty of holineſs, diſplayed in the lives'of 
it's earlieſt preachers, not likely to be 
duly attended 'to by the fond admirers'of 
the modern philoſophy. To account 
for the aſtoniſhing and truly miraculous 
propagation of our holy religion, let them 
look to the concurrent influence of mere- 
ly incidental circumſtances, as they will 
affect to ſtile them, whilſt you, with a bet- 
ter grounded confidence, aſcribe it to the 
tranſcendent moral excellence of it's 1 | 
doctrines, and the immediate operation of 
a ſupremely wiſe Controller of the bor 
ritual, as well as the natural world. | 


As both this hiſtorian and divine, the 
_ adverſary -and defender of the faith, 
appear to have laid an undue. ſtreſs 
upon the ſuppoſed * Antiperiſtaſis of 
mn in the eſtabliſhment or 4 re. | 


This guy 3 uſed to antes: 


principle of falſe philoſophy, by which any <4 
becomes the more intenſe, through the increaſed op- 


poſition of it's contrary. 
P ligious 
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ligious ſyſtem, let us ſee whether fome 
light may not be thrown upon the mat- 
ter, by conſidering and comparing the 
different events it has produced upon dif- 
ferent occaſions. This may | eſpecially 
aſſiſt us in the beſt, mode of defending 
our holy religion. Let us inquire why 
the religion, ſuch as it was, of the Popiſh 
£ miſſionaries could not ſurvive the perſecu- 
tion of the Emperor of Japan.| Did it 
not plainly indicate a radical defect, an 
internal principle of diſſolution, that 
rendered it impoſſible it ſhould out- live 
the fiery trial? Was it not manifeſtly 
this? Their religion was not a“ rea- 
ſonable ſervice, acceptable to God, con- 
formed to his holy, good, and perfect will,” 
It was not a religion that approved it- 
ſelf to the beſt, che moſt enlightened 
judgment of man. It was not a ſyſtem, 
that illuſtrated to the moſt unlearned and 
ſimple minds, chat confirmed, by divine 
ſanctions, to the moſt unſtable, but ho- 
neſt hearts, the only true religion of na- 
ture. It was not, in ſhort, that Chriſti- 
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bined oppoſition of all the power and 
wiſdom of this world, the wavering tenets 
of it's moſt renowned philoſophers, the 
violence and wily eraft of it's mos 
morſeleſs toons; n e dent 


View next the edninted] aligns of 
Truth. The cruelties, the maſſacres in- 
flicted upon the pious and virtuous 
Wicklifhtes and Goſpellers in this iſland, 
on the Huſſites and Hugonots in Ger- 
many and France, by ſanguinary bigots 
and deſpots, in league againſt their dread- 
ed ſoe, a timely reformation, not only 
failed to exterminate, they enhanced the 
glory of that pure and primitive Goſpel 
verity, Which with the matchleſs ardour 
and fortitude of a ſincere devotion, theſe 
glorious Confeſſors laboured to reſtore. 
And by the favourable control of Divine 
Providenee, their ſufferings and labours 
were crowned with a fignal; though not 
complete ſucceſs. Their generous paſ- 
ſion for the truth exalting them far above 
all mean ambition, they earneſtly purſued 
their impartial ſerutiny. They in gene- 
ral, though, I allow, not always, ſupport- 
ed their triumphs over eſtabliſhed error 

P 2 and 
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and ſuperſtition by intelligible and ſound 
argument, ſufficient, in a great degree, 
to clear the ſacred text from the accumu- 
lated maſs of fallacious gloſſes, with 
which not Prięſſcraft alone, (which in the 
quaint vocabulary of infidels is wont to 
bear all the blame,) but more eſpecially, 
Blundering and bewildered learning, had 
Jong encumbered it, That their abilities, 
eminent and moſt highly reſpectable as 
they certainly were, yet human ſtill, and 
limited, were equal to the entire accom- 
pliſhment of this great work, it would 
indeed, at this, day, betray a ene 
degree of ignorance to aſſert. ty 


5 2D perſevering thus in vindicating 
the genuine ſpirit and principles of our 
holy religion, by arguments, the ſubſtan- 
tal ſtrength and ſolid foundation of which 

| you. hive previouſly well aſcertained, to 
the clear conviction, of your own under- 
landing, may too Probably not inſure 
you ; an attention. equal to it's merit. It 
will however, inyincibly preclude the in- 
ſolent reproach of an adverſary habitually 
averſe from ſerious inquiry, "who raſhly 
dares aſſert that the chriſtian faith is 

0 nothing 
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nothing but a myſtical cant of words, 
which thoſe who. contend for it the loud- 
eſt, preſume not to explain, or to ſup- 
poſe capable of being ever rendered in- 
telligible. Such a confeſſion. of faith as 
he has inconſiderately conceived the 
Chriſtian to be, you will freely allow him 
to regard as ſounding braſs, or a tink- 
ling eymbal, mere empty ſound, without 
rpoſe, life, or efficacy, as nothing bur 
a ſource of fruitleſs, at beſt, if not of per- 
vicious doubt and ee 9 rot 4; 1 
4e then 10. vidkout 500 dif 
heartened at the neceſſity for a repetition, 
to whichyoumuſtlearnto e IAN 
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Addreſer) that the religion to bh you 
have been claiming his devout | attention, 
being of divine and univerſal energy, per- 
ſeQive of our immortal nature, a perpe- 
tual ſpring of pure ſelieity, of moral ex- 
cellence, order and harmony, has only been , 
rejected, becauſe he has, on many ac- 
counts, been utterly indiſpoſed | to form a 
right. conception of it. His confirmed 
habits and prejudice are more incompa- 


tible 


| 3 8. 1 
tible with it than the ferocious cuſtoms of 
a New Zealand ſavage with the moſt ele- 
gant and decent manners of poliſhed ſo- 
ciety. How then ſhall we proceed to re- 
move an indiſpoſition ey raste 
invincible by wilful blindneſs, or an op- 
poſition to the light of Natural Reaſonꝰ 
Surely. not by the enforeement of doe- 
trines equally contradictory to it, or to 
which it has confeſſedly nothing to ſay. 
We are unjuſtly accuſed of eftabliſhing a 
divinely ſanctioned ſyſtem of ſound mo- 
rality, and moſt intereſting truth, upon 
ritual obſervances, and profeſſions of 
faith, declaredly tending to ſuperſede the 
uniſorm practice of the one, together with 
the exerciſe of the nobleſt faculty of bur 
' fouls, in the zealous inveſtigation! of the 
other. Shall we think of recommending 
our internal / creed and external ordi- 
nances, by engaging to prove that they 
ſhall perform a miracle, which the very 
ſchoolmen, who occaſionally attempt it, 
Tay is denied to Omnipotence itſelf? Have 
we ſo learned Chriſt, 4 — to prove our 
orthodoxy, we are bound to reconcile the 
| oo direkt and palpable comrlidiftions? 


It 
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It is too probable, the unbluſhing liber- 
tine, preſuming upon his eaſy conqueſt 
over the enthuſiaſts who take this courſe, 
yet conſcious of his weakneſs againft your 
conſiſtent expreſſions of a rational and 
well-grounded piety, will attfully confound 
them both, and obſtinately recur. to his 
cuſtomary ſcoff. . Kin all church- 
gibberiſh, chimerical and idle fancies, 
mere nurſery, prattle, to puzzle, coax, or 
_ frighten children, produRtive only of 
delufive hopes, or diftrafting ſcruples, 
which all we, who dare to k and act 
freely, have long ago exploded, as inter- 
fering with all our preſent enjoyments, 
To theſe my truſty counſellors only am 
I reſolved to liſten. Does not Nature 
herſelf ordain the ſame? It is the lan- 
guage of my ſenſes alone, that the allows 
me to underſtand. , Avaunt, ſenätical 
Cant and Prejudice. . 


Avaunt, with all my. heart, you vill 
readily rejoin ; filenced' for ever be all 
mere Cant, and unreaſonable Prejudice, 
the ſworn foes, no doubt, of ſolid wiſdom 
and ſubſtantial happineſs. But is it for 


unmeaning Cant that I am "pleading? 
2 Is 
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18 zt;nat; for the rational Prejudice of-all 


the xyiſeſt and moſt; beneficent, the moſt 
upiverlally elteemed. and beloved of che 


caeene of meu. the ſincere admirers of 
true 


and virtue , Look round, I 
belcech Jou, who, are their bittereſt, moſt. 
contemptible revilers ? Are they nat 
the abetters of inordinate licence, the in. 
lamets of ungoverned paſſions, the pa- 
trons, king vice and miſery, che dire ene+ 

ſt to chemſelves, and in gonſe⸗ 
9 to the whole human race, and it's 
Almighty Author and Supreme Judge? 
TOS ſerene, but, dignified; reply will, 
it 18, preſumed, be ſupported. 2 8 ac 
knowledged Readineſs of principle 
defies, invites the Rrifeſt for 3 


 aIque. confirms the credit, bf all profeſy 


figns, religious, moral, or. political. Vet 
t olchis arrogant ſelf. degrader, to. a liber. 
tine, vain of his kindred to the vileſt rep - 
tiles human and beſtial, it may probably, 
a+ firſt; fall, greatly ſhort of inſpiring the 
ended , purpoſe, of reformation. 
obvious, on occurs to account . for 
Icnill ſucceſs. Your, appliestion has 


been, made to a heart habitually ſwayed: 


bh proRephities. which, he has beep juſt in 
FITS troduced 


L | 
troducedas deſcribing himſelf, The mo- 
tives: you have 9 have been awful 
indeed, and of eternal c : but bru- 
tally intent on preſent objects alone; all 
concerns ſuppoſed to be remote he perſiſts 


in treating with ene Wenn 
ow mockery. 5 


Conpel bins: now to affine a ſerious 
tone. Preſs dixebtly home to his preſent 
ſeelings an object, that involves his dear» 
eſt temporal intereſts. Awaken him to a 
quick - perception of certain inconveni- 
ences naturally galling to a proud ſpirit, 
which his fooliſh. vain- glory muſt inevi- 
tably bring upon him. Set beſore his 
eyes, in living characters, the natural ap- 
pendages of that precious badge of diſ · 
tinftion in diſcredit and inſamy, which'he 
affects to diſplay. Let the intereſt of his 
darling vices themſelyes confuie his po- 
tent rhetoric. Should he ſucceed in laugh- 
ing or arguing other men out of theſe 
pious and virtuous - principles,” Which 
hedge off the ohjects of his deriſion from 
all competition with him in his criminal 
indulgencies, no longer will he have to 
boaſt his "peculiar ; dvantaye over them, 


92 15077 his 


' Gi 


— ee LEE CE ]½ • N ⁵ ⁰“⁰ QU 


E 

his excluſive privilege of exemption from 
thoſe rigid rules that ſetter the adorers of 
an invilible Deity. But ſhould he fail of 
perſuading thoſe he has to deal with to 
think like him, bid him ſhudder at the 
grie vous penalty he has incurred by the 
attempt. Lo! he ſtands before the world 
convicted of a ſhameleſs declaration, that 
no tieof conſcience, norighteous principle, 
no moral obligation, no ſenſe of duty to 

God or man can bind him. In vain, like 
Lucretius, he may ſeek to keep his 
ſickening pride alive, by ſounding forth, 
with" brazen front, his own extravagant 
panegyric, baſely re. echoed back to him 
from a few ungodly flatterers. His Falſe 
bravery muſt prepare to undergo a daſ- 
tardizing proof. Is it indeed towplezel 


clad in armour of ſtrength, to face wit 


levity and unconcern, the general diſdain 
and abhorrence, in which all the moſt 
Tevered and ſupereminently excellent of 
en have held, and will for ever hold 


p this | Hateful, and ſelf-blaſted character? 


His principles, abhorrent from all that 
viſdom, juſtice, benevölence conſtantly 


ſuggeſt, are of courſe repugnant to all | 
W with which the ſympathetic feelings 
of 
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of eyery rational being naturally accord, 
The moſt preſumpuous of of theſe impious 
ſcorners will, for an inſtant, lower His 
creſt, at the diſpiriting proſpect of ex 
treme abaſement and vretchedneſs, at. 


tendant upon juſtly incurred conteinpt, 
and es ſuper) aaa $ 13 


* But you Abe the man, and the auda- 
city of a petrified heart. Expect then 
to ſee him ſtart up afreſh, emboldened to 
retort upon you this imputation of a general 
reproach, for running counter tothe notions 
of the reſt of the world. You ſhall hear 
him now declare himſelf authorized, by 
your own fears and lamentations, to con- 
fate your allertion.— Your Uerical 'me- 
naces, he exclaims, of general condemna- 
tion, are as impertinent now as the ex- 
tinguiſhed thunders once iſſuing from the 
Vatican. How date you preſume to utter 
them, who are always pitifully whining 
about the rapid increaſe of the profeffed 
partizans of Infidelity? Terribly alarmed 
you have good reaſon to be at the rapid 
ſucceſs,” of late, of our attempts tb" Fr 
mankind of the blind reſpeft they pay to 
the tyranny and impoſture of their en- 
ſlavers, 
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ſlavers, Prieſts and Princes. 1 am. g lad 
you ſeel your own weakneſs, Let it ebe 
you more humility. Do not contradie 
your doleful declamations from the pul- 
pit, by proclaiming, in the ſame breath, 

your eaſy conqueſt over us, while it is 
plain our growing ſtrength to cruſh; you 
is ſcaring you out of your wits. Among 
the better, I mean the politer ſort, with 
the men of rank, figure, 24 faſhjon, with 
us who live in the world, you ſee our 
prevalence 1 is almoſt univerſal. , From the 
pedantic invective of you, who ive, or 
ſhould live, out of 5 what hays 10 0 
fear? — 
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Wich ow n dilallow la pre: 17 
ſumptuous report of this ſtrange, over; 
growth of Infidelity,” ſo contrary to our 
hope and truſt. The Libertine, we know, 
finds his account in ſpreading ſuch re- 
ports. He exults on hearing them re- 
echoed louder ſtill by the qupid or fran: 
tie abettors of foperſiizon, whoſe diff diſl onant. 
outeries, of the total derelition of 41 re; 
ligion, do indeed add too much credit | t F 
theſe graceleſs and unprincipled boafters 
of their own incredible exploits. At 
this 
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this calamitous and diſtracted eriſis oſ po- 
litical diſorder and turbulence, amid the 
ſtunning din of faſhionable extravagance 
and del it may well be expected 
that a ſerious and regular attention to the 
ſubject of religion will be leſs obſerva- 
ble than in days of greater order and 
harmony. Upon the preſent really de- 
plorable ſtate of the moral world, reflec- 
tion may not enable you to ſuppreſs an 
involuntary ſigh. But let not your ex- 
treme anxiety for the accumulated woes, 
providentially ordained to be conſequent 
upon it, induce you to, doubt, one mo- 
ment, of the purport of this ſevere diſpen- 
ſation, Declare it's determined and cer- 
tain tendency. to be this: To open the 
hearts of unthinking mortals to *the things 
which belong to their peace, that in times 


to come, they may no more, be hid, . 


their eyes.” Way baba 
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The mind, u. now painfully drawn to gon: 


template the dire ſhapes of. diſtreſs and. 
wret chednels, which the world. Prelenfs, 


as wel among choſe whom. it, engages. 19 
whit 5 n within the Feng 4 eit 
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worthineſs under a perpetuity of manifeſt 
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nieious follies, as thoſe whom it impels 


into ſcenes of more immediate peril and 


terror, will ſoon, by the mereiful decree 


of corrective juſtice, be directed to far 


different objects. Under a ſueceeding 
tranquil and ſettled order of things, it 
will deliberately conſider the experienced 
effects of paſt enbrmities of conduct and 
principle. In a new ſet of improved 
characters, mankind will extfibit the ſa- 
lutary fruits of theſe reflections. The ſo- 
lid advantages of a prudent reform, of 
late eſteemed unſeaſonable at leaſt, if not 
imprafticable, will then be embraced with 
ſafety, with the general approbation of 
all, who ſeek not to ſhelter their on un- 


abuſes. In this future, it may be hoped, 
not very diſtant period, a fairer proſpe& 
will be opened, than at preſent, of the 
happy iſſue of your ſedate expoſtulation 
with a libertine pupil of the New Philo- 
ſophy. May it be your lot, my worthy 
young Brethren, with joy to hail, and with 
a well-tempered zeal to apply the bleſſed 
opportunity, when paſt experience of all 
it's Sen is freſh upon his ery When- 

ever 
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ever it ſhall. pleaſe kind Heaven 40, Or- 
dain Adverſity, the *-greatitamer.of the 
human breaſt,” to fulfil it's office, in mak 
ing him feel the wretchednels of his 
wild ſyſtem, to afford him leiſure ſor ſe- 
rious reflection: when preſenting itſelf, 
on the one hand, in full view, armed with 
vengeance on the impenitent ſinner, it 
ſhall, on the other hand, have pointed 
out, to the repentant, the path to mercy 
and peace: then will your divinely ſim- 
ple faith, your confident hope of a happy 
ſuturity, now the butt of his affected 
ſcorn, amidſt. involuntary, burſts, of enyy, 
begin viſibly to attract his anxious, his 
reſpectful regard. Averſion will be ſoſt- 
ened farſt into ſilent regret, improveable 
ſoon into a viſh to become, with you, 
partaker of a better inheritancgſge. 


In the mean time, let the ſoothing, ore- 
ſage of this merciful, Providence admo- 


nith, you to ſuſpend your preſent alarms 
at the deſperate lamentations of the pre- 


tended friends, or the exulting vaunts, of 
the open foes of true religion. It is not 
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denied that Tafidelity and Practical Athe- 

iſm are now ſtalking abroad with a bolder 

ſront; they vent their impiety with leſs 

reſerve; than when more hahle to legal 
proſecutions, pains and penalties. That 
mode of conſutation is not leſs detrimen · 
tal than diſcreditable to the cauſe of ſas 
cred truth. Vou cannot wiſh to ſee it's 
aid applied to the ſupport of your fanh;' 
whoſe unſhaken ſtability reſts as little 
upon public authority, as upon private 
prejudice accidentally contracted, but upon 
free inveſtigation of the doctrines of 
Chriſt himſelf, upon clear conviction and 
enlightened choice. Let it's adverſaries 
proceed to their utmoſt daring. It is by 
putting forth all their ſtrength in a fair 
trial, they will be impelled to feel their 


— nl —— their own de- 


feat. Fo {1 (3TT i . 7195 
ig: f! 4 : £4; 1011 1 #14 LE if * 11 yi D 


Behold then, at one view, their whole" 
force, dran up in array befote you. 
Though often routed, you ſee them 
dragged reluſtant to the chabgnpfor4hane! f 
of new! ſupplies. Their appearance to 
you will be moſt familiar, though a little 
diſguiſed, and accoutered afreſh; under 
2 155 a 


only eternal and felf-exiſtent,-but the Sole 
Author of exiſtence to all beings 


telligence, it is the only ſource from 
whence all ſentient and intelligent beings 


(WW 3 
the: bannefsof the Ne Philoſophy; 
The material: world, theſt newly! illu- 
minated/ Sophiſts proclaim to be not 


„Ant- 
mate and/1nanimate.—Though' devoid it. 
ſelf of ſenſe; of purpoſe, foreſight or in- 


derive thoſe faculties.— All the various” 
ena, or changes it exhibits, or- 
derly or "diforderly, good or evil, are at 
one time neceſſary effects, without a 
cauſe, at another, the contingent produit 

tions of blind Chance. As the former 

bypotheſis excludes from the univerſe all 
agency or voluntary power of motion, 
either original or communicated from this 
dead Firſt Cauſe of life, the latter ren- 
ders precarious the permanency of ids 


- exiſtence for the next inſtant. Opinion 


veering- inceſſantly, and at -randomyi:r6 
either, equally debars from both all ina 
tention; motive, or final eauſe.Henet 
the following ſeries of coneluſions , t 
ſole aim, the  overbearitig drift of liber. 
tinilm reduced into ſyſtetmn advances in 
full e a paſſive individual 
link 
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link of cuſual impulſes and attractions, 
is bound by no law but what regards 
himſelf alone. Nothing to man is good, 
but that Which, at the moment is plea- 
fant, nothing is evil, but that which is un- 
pleaſant to himſelf. — The notion then 
that man is an accountable being, if it 
reſtrains him from any thing called 
a crime, that is productive of pleaſv': 
to himſelf, is a fooliſh ſuperſtition 
He is conſequently wiſe, and not a“ fool, 
(as Solomon calls him,) who makes a 
mock at fin,” or laughs at the ſuppoſnion 
chat any act, it pleaſes him to do, can be 
any offence againſt the law of an unſeen 
Ruler and Judge.—To him the good or 
ill will of this imaginary Sovereign are 
matters of equal unconcern.—-From a 
Being, of whom he knows nothing, no- 
thing in reaſon has he to hope or fear. 
The idea that an ever-preſent - Deity 
obſerves the actions, the very thoughts 
of man, though maintained in words, is 
believed by no one, moſt viſibly not by 
prieſts and bigots, whole vicious moral: 
belie the notion. —Of a divine obſervance, 
account, or interference, not the ſlighteſt 
veſtige is — upon earth, —That 
Fault the 
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the conſummation of this account, in ſome 


unknown, world, is reſerved to a judg - 
ment to come, is not the principle that 
governs the lives of the preachers of that 
doctrine. More conſiſtent is the conduct 
and language of the New Philoſophers, 
who laugh at the abſurdity of aſcribing 
Omniſcience to an unintelligent being, 
Goodnels, or. Juſtice to a neceſſary one. — 
In what is called religion they can ſee 
nothing but a continual contradiction to 
their common ſenſe and natural :affec- 
tions. Self- taught, without the expence 
of inſpiration, or borrowed inſtruttion, 
they have diſcovered: that as, before bis 
conception, Man exiſted not, ſo after 
death he will be nothing. — Between the 
two extremes of original and final non- 
entity, as he roſe unconſcious into life, 
like a bubble in a turbid current, ſo 
he is hurried down the ſtream, by the 
reſiſtleſs power that blindly governs all 
his movements, and determines, , utterly. 
vithout u pafas t the ſnort 10 iv of his 
exiſtence. NV Stor te 
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You have here an imperfect ſketch, 
certainly not an exaggerated one, of the 
New Philoſophy. You will be lucky 
indeed, if being poſſeſſed of the main te- 
nets of the derider of natural and revealed 
religion, you can obtain your requeſt, 


that he will conſent to bring the avowed 


articles of his creed to a fair diſcuſſion. 
Moſt eaſy will then be your taſk to con- 
vict him of palpaple diſingenuity and 


-wilful ignorance in every one of them, 
-when brought to the teſt of reaſon. But 
what, alas! with him is reaſon ? What, 
but the echo of his ruling paſſions, ava- 


Tice, ambition, ſenſuality? Their dil- 


tracting calls, though they impel bim dil. 
ferent ways, all combine in drowning the 
voice of a divinely commiſſioned cenſor, 


conſcience. , To the worſhip of thoſe re- 
lentleſs demons of his idolatry he ſacri- 


fices truth and virtue, the dignity, the 


perfection of his rational nature. To 
emancipate himſelf from duty, his ap- 


pointed guide to endleſs happineſs, he 
becomes the willing ſlave of guilt, the 
ſource of perpetual miſery. Thus inge- 


iet 


e e is his ſyſtem. of irreliy 


ly gn tal gion, 
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gion, of all prolpect o or hope of future 


good, all. compenſation or comfort under 


the preſſure of preſent ls, 40 
When in the courle of your miniſtry you 
ſhall rejoice in the occaſion of anſwering. 
the challenge of a doughty Philiſtine of 
chis tribe, who thus defies, the armies of 
the living God, you will encounter him 
in full ſecurity, clad in the weighty ar- 
mour of the heroes above recommended. 
But if, unexperienced as yet, you ſhall ſay; 
J cannot go with theſe,” it may, in the 
mean time, ſuffice to ſmite him don, if you 
vill ſtoop, to pick up a ſmooth pebble from 
the ſhallow brook, from the ſlight hints 
contained in this and the 1 — ſec- 
tion. With an obſtinate opponent, againſt 
conviction of thoſe truths, which all ob- 
jects in nature, without him and within, 
ſhould preſs home to his inmoſt heart, 
as it's beſt ſupport in life, and death. 

what aſter all remains for you, to do? 
Submitting | to the neceſſity of conſign· 
ing him, for awhile, to his own heart: felt 
pangs and uphraidings, for belying thus 
the voice of God within him, do not yet 
utterly deſpair of reclaiming him; but at 
ſome 
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ſome e i intervals, tengetly 1 urge 


compaſſionate Queries:—Is it amy 


3 faisfaftion, wid advantage that he can 


have in view, by excluding, in idea, his 
condutt and concerns from the cogni. 
zance of perfect wiſdom and goodneſs, or 


is it merely a reſpite he ſceks from the 


dread, of avenging juſtice ?—What inter. 


elt can he have in aſſigning the formation 


and guidance of this wonderful frame of 


nature to a blind Chance, vithout cauſe 


or purpoſe? —Can he diſcover any ab- 
 furduy | in our believing that he who made 


| dhe world is both able 45 willing to ſu- 
F perintend and control all the events olf 
it, great and ſmall, fo as beſt may ſerve 


his gracious, ends ordained by infinite 
. Wildom ?—Will he maintain that he is 


. not, bleſſed with faculties, to diſcern any 


one of theſe gracious ends in his con- 
 templation of nature ?—Is he indeed ſo 
unhappy as he repreſents himſelf; has he 
no perception or ſenſibility of the wiſdom, 
the equity, the beneficent tendency of the 
moral law, impreſſed by God upon the 
heart of every. rational Gal P_—Necel- 
farily conſcious of the obvious purport of 
the divine law, can he heſitate one mo- 

ment 
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mem to pronounce that his intereſt and 
happineſs are combined with bis duty, in 
requiring his-punRual obedience to'it?— 
Have not the dignity and perfection of 
the human nature, in the intent, and mo- 
ral conſtitution of divine Providence, 
been exhibited, in various. degrees, in the 
lives of good men in all ages, in the worſt 
of times, but eſpecially under the co- 
venant of grace, or in plainer phraſe, 
under the light of the goſpel?=-Is'not 
Man, as a moral agent, capable of look- 
ing backward' on the influence 6f bis 
paſt conduct, and forward, to that of his 
preſent actions, upon the general welfare, 
and of judging, approving, or condemn- 
ing them accordingly ?—Is not Man, im his 
belt, or moſt uhdepraved ſtate, with all 
his paſſions, powers and faculties un- 
der due regulation, and in complete har: 
mony with each other, a creature; that 
reflebts no diſgrace, but glory upon his 
Maker ?—ls not the tenet of the globmy 
enthuſiaſt, (Which he grounds upon texts 
of ſeripture erb miſapplied,) 'that 
This harmony has never, in ai degree, 
exiſted. in man, fince the fall, but by that 

event, 
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event, this commended, work. of a benefi- 
cent: Deny, iin all, reſpe&s; rendered 
incorrigjbl corrupt and abeminable,“ 
as falſe, in fact, as derogatory to the ho- 
nour of God and man ? But are not the 
maxims and conduct of the libertine and 
brutal ſenſualiſt, which add ſome colour 
to this groſs libel. on the whole human 
race, a proof, that, bad men may, by their 
priyate viecs, debaſe themſelves _ 
ON rank; * che Sreadion. 11 


N Inter 231 x50 ber 
Feel hs. mult and if he has one,ſpark 
of i ingenuity leſt, conſeſs his inability to 
oppoſe the ſhadow of an argument againll 
what is thus propounded. Should he now 
be no longer obſtinately bent. toteel his 
heart, and cloſe his eyes from the light for 
ever, you may haply thus haye-awakened 
him to a quick ſenſe of the wiſdom/;and 
goodneſs of the Governor of all. things. 
e may perceive at laſt the utter im ; 
polbbility of his diſowning his immediate 
and. perpetual, dependance upon God, 
for, all ihe good he can enjoy or hope 
for, and that. his only ſecurity ſon a per- 
manent padde ol this good, is in his 


6 voluntary 


on 
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voluntary obedience to tlie dein Win. 
Inform him, or entreat him to inform 
himſelf, of what experience, if daly at- 
tended to, will enforee upon his confider- 
ation, that a diſtinct pech Bed of the 
exact manner of exiſtencè of any other be- 
ing; or even of his on, exceeds the abilities 
which God has been pleaſed to beſtow 
upon mortal man. * then ſhould he 
attairi ideas adequate to that of the Su- 
preme Being, of whom the delirious 
ſpeeches of the myſtical enthuſiaſt, as 
well as of the jößſdel, are ſo offenſively 

familiar? Though © “* the high And 
lofty, One, who inhabiteth eternity, dwell- | 
eth alſo with the humble and contrite 
ſpirit,” how far his eſſence, his infinite 
and incommunicable attributes tranſcend 
our limited faculties, we demonſtrate in 
the terms we uſe to expreſs them. But 
he has ordained that his relations to us, Bcd 
our Almighty Creator, our kind Preſetvet, 
our righteous Sovereign, Lawgiver a 
Judge, ſhould be ſufficientlyj clear and 5 
intelligible to all. So far no myſtery, 
no alladged confu on, or Oo of 5 
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without meaning, can be complained of. 
The finger of God has written the laws,” 

_ decreed to regulate: our conduct moſt 
plainly on che table:of the human heart, 
thaugh with a varied force of impreſſion 
indifferent ſubjects. All are able, who are 
but willing io aſcertain in what degree 
their lives are conformable to the ſacred 
ſtandard of right, which is diſplayed to 
the clear apprehenſion of all men by an 
internal monitor and guide, which ſome 
have choſen, wih a happy N to 
ae n Senta n ih," #448 


1 


pon n e eee af our 
nature a moſt unedifying controverſy has 
been kindled, and carried on for ages, 
to prove literally, from the texts above 
alluded to, that all the 1maginations, 
and thoughts of the heart of man are 
only evil continually and at enmity with 
God.“ Though it has, in great meaſure, 
been verbal only, the ſad havoe and con- 
fuſion it ſtill continues to make in the in- 
tellebis of the devatees of a, certain ſect, 
are real and manifeſt. The pravalence 
of deneficent and virtuous ſentiments 
and actions, the preponderance of moral 
ante good 
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good over evil upon earth, without which 
our hole ſpecies muſt long ago have 
been utterly at an end, is in vain deemed 
to be confuted by the criminal condutt of 
the lawleſs libertine, or the 'reproachful 
rants of the miſanthropical enthuſiaſt. 
It is in proportion to the attention we 
pay to this heaven - appointed arbiter 
within of all our motives, purpoſes and 
actions, that originally ſprings all our 
rectitude or peace of mind. Upon the 
maintenance of it's integrity, by the grace 
of God, depend all our hopes, and the 
ſecurity of our future happineſs. By per- 
ſons of the two oppoſite. caſts of charac- 
ter, it's awful voice is in fact equally, 
if not profeſſedly, diſregarded. The 
abandoned Profligate openly avows his 

inſenſibility to it's dictates. He rejeds it, 
as you ſee, as a reſtraint upon his darling 
paſſions; whilſt. the bigot and falſe pre- 
tender to religion, affect no leſs to diſpute 
it's divine authority. Theſe would fain 
diſcredit the exiſtence of a prineiple ſo 
honourable to human nature, but Wwhoſe 
importunate cenſure expoſes to their on 
contempt the futility of all their ſubtle 
ſhifts, under cover of implicit faith, for. 
malities, 
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malities, indiil, gences, diſpenſations, &, 
* fin 1 ith wee. N pert 

It is, after all, by an appeal to this in- 
ternal authoritative principle of all 7a. 

tronal "agerits, who as ſuch, are of courle 

exempt from abſolute or neceſſary con- 
trol, that all muſt experimentally know 
hilt meaſure of ability to diſcern, and 
perform the will of God. You will not 
expect to perſuade an Infidel to rejoice, 
with you, in the faith of a ſupernatural 
and tp cial grace of God, vouchſafed to 
fupply his natural infirmity. But you 
may Herdidrfibvte, both to him and the 
big otted afſertor of the original pravity, 
at once the invincible neceſſity of all 
human thoughts and actions, the reality 
of that ſacred principle, about: nien 
they perſiſt in maintaining a pernicious 
woftdy conteſt. Ought not the joint de- 
cette of Seripture and Reaſon to 
filence it ſor ever: that it is“ law, 
written in their hearts, their conſcience” 
| beating witneſs, and their thoughts ace 
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| Rum ii. 16. 1 is/of the Gentites that St. Paul, 
the ſuppoſed. Apoſile of rigid Calviniſm, chus writes. 
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culing or elſe exculing one another?“ If 
Heaven Thall grant this -home-felt. and. d di- 
rect appeal to the inmoſt ſoul of the 
libertine to take ſome effect; if his Con- 
ſcience, thus probed, ſhall make him be- 
gin to feel all the conſequences of his 
wilful deviations from the, obvious line of 
duty, you will have made no. ſmall pro- 
greſs towards his full conviction. When 
you perceive him giving way, howeyer 
ungraciouſly, and conſenting to decline 
all farther conteſt, upon the molt eſſential, 
points, ſuccinctly touched upon, in the 
foregoing paragraphs, you may begin, to 
cherifh ſome hope, that © putting off his 
former converſation, he may be led. to 
apply his heart to ſeck out that — 4 
which alone, by well doing, may put to 


Frets ! 
lilence the 1gnorance of fooliſh men „ 


1 
* 
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One important ſuggeſtion (Wa occurs, 
which I muſt not urge you to addreſs to 
lncering Infidel, now reclaimed to a de: 
glee of ſerious rellection, without a, pre- 
vious caution.—Scarch well the, calms. 
allections and ſentiments of your own 
hearts, and the correſpondent tenazgot 
vun in liſe. If your conſoience 

in 


0 
in the ſcrutiny ſtands perſectly clear; if it 
emboldens you to ſpeak out,withoutabluſh, 
declare it freely thus: It is the Chriſtian, 
the true Chriſtian alone, who from the 
conſtant experience of his heart and mind 
is enabled to form a proper eſtimate of 
all worldly enjoyments. It is the Goſpel 
alone that inſpires the joint-heir, with 
Chriſt, of a heavenly throne, with that 
elevation of ſoul that looks down, with a 
| generous diſdain, upon the reptile race of 
ſcramblers for earthly dignities, the ſordid 
purſuits of the ſlaves of avarice, or ſen- 
ſual appetite, the deſpicable, uſeleſs, and 
moſt commonly ' pernicious life of the 
mere man of faſhion, with all the round 
of frivolous amuſements, that fill up it's 
empty dream. Theſe are the various 
objects that conſume the time and engroſs 
the attention of the man of the world. 
If you have been obſerved to deſcend 
with eagerneſs into their groveling views 
and meaſures, if you have been habitu- 
ated to mingle with their petty 1ntrigues 
and'Fattions, to engage in the dirty work 
of popular elections, to exhibit! an un- 
becoming face of fond intruſion into 
parties of looſe diſſipation, you muſt be 
Ni ſenſible 
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ſenſible that a formal condemnation from 
your mouth of the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world, contraſted with your 
known character, will be ſtiled an impudent 
grimace. The ridicule, in that caſe, will 
not reſt; as in reaſon it ought, altogether 
on your own head. It will unluckily be 
diverted, by the ſcoffers, to reflect upon 
the —_— ae 77 Wen to 
er U 
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If on the een your Need deceney 
of morals and converſation, evincing-an 
uniformly ſerious ſenſe of religion, ſhall 
give credit and dignity: to your profeſhon, 
{hall obviate all ſuſpieion that it is in this 
life only you have hope, and that you 
really look not for a more abiding country, 
you will feel in yourſelves, and your oppo- 
nent will ſeel it too, an energetie power, 
with grace and effect, to diſpel the miſt 
from his eyes. Lou may then inform 
him, that the vanity of earthly grandeur, 
wealth or pleaſure, and their utter inſuſ- 
heienoy to real happineſs, which all their 
magnificence; or affected gaiety, he in- 
wurdly deplores, is upon the chriſtian 
Err reconcileable to the inſinite 

1 wiſdom 
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wiſdom and goodneſs of God. This pro- 
blem, the profoundelt ſpeculations: of 
mere man, however ingenious, have in 
all ages been uuerly unable to ſolve. 
Tell him the perpetual diſappointments, 
vexation and wretchedneſs of this life, 
are purely medicinal in the hands: of the 
Grand Reſtorer, are inſtruments of mer- 
ciful diſcipline and improvement, prepa- 
ratory to a better ſtate, wherein dwelleth 
_ righteouſneſs, permanent and unmixed le. 

licity. hes. ib ö 


If you have been careful to ſeize the 
critical moment, ſeldom vouchſafed by 
the habitual foe to ſedate reflection; if 
you have engaged and fixed his attention 
upon the infinite importance of the ſubject, 
more than upon yourſelves, or your man- 
ner of enforcing it, you may proceed ſuc- 
ceſsfully in ſetting religion before him, in 
it's moſt amiable and engaging lights. It 
is confeſſedly our beſt ſupport under the 
preſſure of adverſe fortune, our ſecureſt 
fence againſt ourlelves, when elated by 
. proud proſperity. It alone adds perma- 
nency to our brighteſt and moſt hopeful, 
_ deſpair from our darkeſt and moſt 

fearful 
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fearful. proſpetis. It ibeaiſo hst hie 
ima had never conceiyed it to be, 
the pureſt ſount of preſent ſatis faction, 
peace and joy. May you, my chriſtian 
brethren, be duly. qualified, with i confi- 
dence, to make this declaration from your 
own experience. If a lively ſenſe of the 
ſupreme benignity of that revelation, that 
brought life and immortality to light, 
ſhall bring habitually preſent to your own 
minds the delightful truths, which you 
are bound to gf hea hu. conſtantly” to 
others; and to endear, if poſſible, to their 
affections; rich and plentiful may be the 
fruit of your labours, like the delicious 
products of a tropical ſun. If à ſub- 
ject ſo tranſcendently glorious and inſpi- 
riting plays idly on the fancy, or dwells 
only on the tongue, your moſt dazzlingelo- ' 
quence will avail nothing. If wavering at 
one time in your conception of the glad 
tidings of the goſpel, at another obſti- 
nately bigotted to ſome. tenet of polemi- 
cal lophiſtry, you delight in rendering dim 
and miſty, 4's originally tranſparent; elear- 
neſs, you loſe. fight entirely of it's one 
grand purpoſe, the diſplay of a gracioun 
P mare exerted to. promote, and finally. / 

Þ R complete 
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Au: the moral perfeblion, and perpetual 

happineſs of © mankind ;* you will neither 
kindle in yourſelves, nor difftufe in your 
hearers, more vital and prolific warmth 
than the tranſient flaſhes of an Aurora bo- 
realis, or the pale glimpſes of the moon 
upon * you non n 


Can the eotenplietate af infinite wil. 
dom planning, perfect goodneſs and juſ- 
tice conducting what almighty power 
will infallibly accompliſh, the making 
all beings throughout the univerſe work 
together for good to the righteous adorer 
of God; can the mental perception of an 
object like this fail to tranſport you with 
inceſſent admiration, love and-gratitude ? 
In the performance of the duties of your 
ſacred ſunction, which the public is highly 
Intereſted in holding truly reſpeQable, 
you will keep this ruling maxim ever 
preſent to your minds, that the moſt bril- 
liant exhibition of genius or learning, diſ- 
played in expounding the doctrines A the 
goſpel, where no credible evidence ap- 
pears of your own cordial conviction of 
their authenticity, can produce no laſting 
benefit to yourſelves, or your ſpiritual 


1 charge. 
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charge. Let the exemplary and uniform 
regularity of your own good condutt con- 
firm the ſincerity of your bleſſed hope of 
everlaſting life dependent on it, you will 
enſure ſucceſs to your pious exertions. It 
is the reſiſtleſs beauty of Sacred Truth 
alone, when thus made viſible, that lives, 
that acts, that ſpeaks to the moſt inſenſible 


heart. Without a quick ſenſe of it's vi- 


tal preſence in you, it's preachers, in your 
private characters, as well as in your 


public ſolemnities, all it's natural influence 


upon the morals, and the minds of men, 
may in conſequence be withdrawn fot 
ever. God himſelf may at length imper- 
ceptibly teaſe to be in all their thoughts. 
Your heart-felt addreſſes toyour audience, 
In his holy name, ſhall exalt them above 
temporal, to a view of their eternal in- 
tereſts. You may then announce to them, 
in the words of Chriſt, that © bleſſed are 
the pure in heart, for they {ſhall ſee God.” 
Even now do they behold him preſent in 
his holy ordinances here, and aſpire to a 
nearer and nearer contemplatiqn of his 
glories and perfections for evermore. 


* Among 
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Among the different ſes of Chriſtians, 
all celebrating loudly the ſuperior ſanctity 
of their peculiar tenets and modes of 
worſhip, not one has cauſe to boaſt of the 
conformity of the lives of the generaluy 
of their brethren to the divinely - ſanction- 
ed moral plan, which they all profeſs to 
revere in common, Exceedingly diſpirit- 
ing is this reflection to the ſincere be- 
liever, in deed as well as in word, in 
heart as in profeſſion, He deplores the 
pitiable ſtate of the undiſſembling infidel, 
yet not without a wiſh, and far mote 
probable hope of reclaiming him than 
the formal pretender to a faith, which 
his works belie. He conſiders ſuch an 
infamous hypocrite as figuring moſt con- 
{picuouſly among | the vileſt of the un- 
believing tribe, and the mock· reſpect of 
the one as equally offenſive, and more 
diſgraceful to religion, than the open de- 
riſion of the other. He feels within his 
breaſt a firm reliance on the God of truth, 
a full perſuaſion that his mercy and, fa- 
vour await the ſincere though; imperſect 
oObſerver of his law and covenant, While 
ſhame, remorſe, or inevitable ruin, is the 
pt 15 £4 A portion 
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portion of him, whoſe life denies the God 
Way ok tra en nA l 
| HIDES 1 10 

1. your hearts have aQtually: caug — the 
holy flame, the light of your good buds 
will of courſe ſhine forth before men, 
and excite them alſo, in theuniform tenor 
of their manners and principles, to 
glorify your Father, which is in heaven.“ 
Jou have, I doubt not, been often ſtruck 
with the lucky accuracy and preciſion, 
the curioſa felicitat of two words in the 
learned languages; —the one Integritat, 
(from integer, completely whole,) how 
properly ex preſſi ve of a conſtant unifor- 
mity of righteous principles and conduct! 
It clearly indicates the character of a per- 
fectly good man. He in truth is not an 
entire man, a part of whoſe ſoul is pa- 
ralyſed by the habitual indulgence of 
one habitual ſin, by a cold indifference 
to religion, by an inverate devotion to 
 party-prejudice.---Evaynia, (a good tem- 
per of mind,) how aptly does it point out, 
ho juſtly does it recommend what con- 
ſtitutes the real eſſence of all true happi- 
neſs 1 From the potent charm of the 
beauty of holineſs in a character viſibly 
com- 
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n theſe two lovely properties, 
the Libertine and Infidel, the Bigot and 


Huypocrite will be forcibly drawn to con- 


template a train of ideas, perhaps quite 
new to them, and before incomprehenſi- 
ble. With a pleaſing wonder they will 
find themſelves, in ſome degree enabled to 
conceive an apparent conſiſtency between 


the apoſtolical precept of rejoicing ever- 


more, and our Saviour's apparently ſe- 
injunctions of ſelf-demial, taking up 


vere | 
the croſs, &c. which as obviouſly as 


rightly underſtood, only denote a gener- 
ous diſdain of ſinful purſuits, and con- 

tempt of all dangers that” obſtrudk' Us S in 
of line of ue Fi 


: 
10 | 41039 544 rt 67, 


vou may toll them that religion; ber 
fan ſuperſtition, neither abridges nor 
impairs any one ſincere pleaſure; but that 
God has in mercy ordained that none 
ſhould be fincere, or ſuitable to the con- 
dition of man in this world, that might 
render him unfit for admiſſion to a better. 
Yet various and manifold are the pure and 
innocent delights, accommodations and 
comforts, which he has bountifully ſtrew- 
ed in our way to it. The enthuſiaſt and 
libertine 
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libertine- deceive, themſelves alike; who | 
ſancy that . Chriſtianity. interferes, | or 
claſhes. in the leaſt with theſe benign diſ- 
penſations of Providence. It exalts them, 
on the contrary, to the higheſt pitch, by 
preſenting them, as an earneſt, and pledge 
of pleaſures infinitely nobler, hy directing 
our eye to a ſtate, where our capacities 
ſhall. be. enlarged, and adapted to en- 
joyments celeſtial, and above mortal ap- 
prehenſion. Theſe tidings it delivers as 
received immediately from that ſupremely 
exalted Being, the expreſs image of his 
Eternal Father, who deſcended from the 
ſpiritual and inviſible world, to which he 
invites, and prepares the way for us to 
Ne b andere with him for ever. 


2 Ame 


The eee om relufant ta declare 
himſelf. convinced of theſe. important 
goſpel truths, and own his pleas defeatnd, 
may interrupt you here, by recurring, 
with an appearance of greater candour, 
to his former objeclion.— Though you 
cannot perſuade me to believe exactly 
as you 1 you have comriyed at leaſt, 
with an art 3 unuſual in a cler- 
gyman, to be tolerably underſtood. 

This 
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Ellis ſimple expoſition of your evange- 
licab doctrines, may, ſor aught J know, 
be juſt and reaſonable enough. But pray 
tell me honeſtly, is it the doctrinal ſyſtem 
of any one church in Chriſtendom? Great 
are the additional demands upon my cre · 
dulity, which all, not excepting your 
church in particular, ſtill maintain. They 
all are eager, as the craft well knows, 10 
promote the moſt outrageous ſticklen 
for theſe demands to their higheſt digni- 
ties: | Thus exalted, they:enforce our im- 
plicit compliance with them, they repro · 
bate our profane attempts at expoſingtheir 
maſt glaring abſurdity. to public deriſion, 
with ſuficient conſiſtency. Senſible of 
the neceſſity to which they have driven 
themſel ves, in their own defence, of ter- 
rifying us out of our wits,” they thunder 
out their anathemas, calviniſtical and 
lutheran, papal and methodiſtical, elog - 
ging the very creeds, in which they pro- 
ſeſs their faith in the bleſſed-rtidings. you 
have been piouſſy proclaiming: with thoſe 
damnatory clauſes, which all: but them- 
ſelves. are aſhamed of, as too an in- 
er cx: Human ens 1 LILLE 

"fo it You 
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You may confidently diſclaim all de- 
mands or denunciations of this ſort, in 
the name of the moſt intelligent and re- 
ſpetted members of our church, By 
uſing their right to a latitude, which they 
think fairly juſtifiable in their in 
tion of the points, which have excited, 
and ſtill maintain, though with diminiſned 
fury, the unchriſtian rage of controverly : 
They will, I believe, advance nothing 
as indiſpenſibly neceflary to ſalvation; but 
what perfectly accords with the plain, and; 
I-truſt, faithful account before delivered 
of the doctrines of Chriſtianity. At the 
ſame time, you may acknowledge, with. 
out reſerve, that you heartily lament that 
the artifices of Obſtinacy and Pride, 
(which are and ever will be in league 
with Ignorance to confound; all truth,) 
till perſiſt, in ſpite of the faireſt opportiu · 
nities of better information, in impoſing 
on patient humility, a ſilent acquieſcence 
at leaſt, if not a loud concurrence in all 
their empty jargon. Xou will obſerve; 
with concern, how pernicious is the falſe 
impreſſion of religion, which many a 
ene pretender to free · think ing is 
prompted 


L 250 J 


prompted to conceive, from writings and 
eee ok. _ — 1 | 
Jo irinm SHIT Gre 1. 
It is a — which. it be⸗ 
hoves you indignantly to ſpurn aſide, at 
the very opening of your conference, 
with a reaſoning Infidel. What thoſe 
bigots b contend for, ;they 
are indeed ſo far from ſubmitting to ra- 
tional diſcuſſion, (an act, according to 
them, of moſt heinous impiety,) that they 
profeſs it to be; utterly impoſſible for the 
human mind to form the ſlighteſt. idea, or 
apprehenſion. of what they ſtill contend 
for, as the fundamental article of their 
blind faith. If you have been! fated to 
witneſs the radiotlous courſe, but ſeriouſly 
piteous iſſue of a conſerruce between 
one of theſe mole vnd adyocates for re- 
hgion, and an equally ignorant and con- 
ceited adverſary toit, yu muſt have ob- 
ſerved how peculiarly adapted each of 
the diſputants Was to confirm the other, 
and make him glory the more in his on 
confuted, (yet invincible ſtill, his alter. 
1 eee, 1 mex 
plicable 
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plicable) prejudice. Having neither of 
them, in the conteſt, been properly di- 
rected to turn his attention to the general, 

and therefore the moſt obvious tenor of a 
ſyſtem, founded by Supreme Wiſdom for 
univerſal” reception, the enthufiaſt miſ- 
conceives, the libertine rejects ir WROR 


e & 


Vou ſee W056. incumbent it is apoHty6 
to inform an irreligioniſt, who ſhews ſome 
difpofition' to ſober reflection, in What 
light he muſt regard the proud zealot, 
who diſparaging the pure chriſtian faith, 
declares thoſe to be the moſt eſſential 
parts öf it, which are, in truth, quite To- 
reign to it, and moſt liable to renter che 
temper and condutt of it's pretended vo- 
taries repugnant to it's genuine ſpirit. 
Tell him frankly that 'ingemouſly miſun- 
derftood, 'or wilfully unattended to, che 
fimp olicity of the goſpel is, to this day; 
ſaffered to give place to notions, no more 
derived" from Chriſt, than they are from 
Confucius, Odin, or Brahmah: that the 
chief pride of certain highly venerated 
dogmatiſts, or wilful dwellers m darkneſs 
viſible, amidſt the blaze of noon, has been 

to 
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to loſe themſelves in endleſs diffteulties, 
to their intricate ſolutions: of Which'they 
claim our attention the more, the more 
they are declared, by their vain attempts, 
to he infurmountable. Unhappily they 
have not ſtopped here. They have 
claimed ſo implicit a regard to be paid to 
their unintelligible comments, as ſtupidly to 
negle&t, or madly to depreciate the moſt 
obvious practical and faving truths of 
Chriſtianity, By taking a contrary courſe 
from theſe lovers of darkneſs' and per- 
plexity, theſe aſſuming dunces, whoſe in- 
temperance and pride betray their utter 
4gnorance of the meek and humble cha- 
rakter of evangelical wiſdom,” you wil 
avoid che prime obſtacle to it's obtaining 
a patient hearing. Vou will thus reſcue 
the beſt gift of Heaven to a benighted 
world from all the obloquy chat is caſt 
upon it under colour of theſe miſconcep- 
tions. When theſe main obſtructions are 
once got over, you may hope to find the 
long ſought avenue to ernennen 
no NN neee, pe 
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ght of the goſpel, whom you wiſnh $q re- 
claim; a degree of candour, and power of 
h patient attention, that not many, in truth, 
of cheſe gentry are ſuppoſed to poſſeſs. 
Let not us, however, betray a culpable 
defect of equity, on out part, by denying 
that ſome perſons of this pitiable deſcrip- 
tion may occur, whom not ſo much de- 
pravity of heart as an unfortunate com- 
bination, or more involuntary diſtraction 
ol ideas firſt drove into Scepticiſm, and 
thence into Infidelity. A reſtleſs. turn of 
mind may impel them to diſpute with-xe- | 
gret what they ſecretly acknowledge it 
vould be their happineſs to ſee eſtabliſhed 
as a certain truth. It is upon theſe alone 
that the mode of expoſtulation, juſt, xe- 
commended, is likely to produce any ſa- 
lutary effect. Some cloſe obſervation will 
be requiſne to enable you! juſtly; to diſcri- 
minate between theſe, and thoſe pretend- 
ers to free thinking, whoſe- prepoſſeſſion 
againſt all good principles ariſes from ca 
cauſe in which the will is more concerned, 
and the underſtanding over · ruled by an ob- 
ſlinate ſelf· deluſion, unacknowledged, and 
ien ſcarcely known to themſelves, They 
may chuſe to remain in the dark, With 
nr ; reſpett 
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roſpect to the real ſource of their preju- 
dice againſt the goſpel, that arraigns their 
moral conduct. In the proſpett of be- 
coming nothing after death, they pur- 
poſely forego the glorious hopes of the 
true Chriſtian, that they may ſhun the 
dread of a future judgment. Whether 
they receive them or not, you are by pro- 
feſſion engaged to call their attention to 
the clear unclouded light of theſe celeſtial 
truths, that their feeble fight may be nei- 
'ther dimmed nor dazzled by the falſe 
colouring! of mm art. 


la a divine EF of the molt bleſ- 
fed, yet moſt awful tidings, that Provi- 
dence ever ſanctioned, by a particular in- 
terpoſition, to the ſons of men, thus. ex- 
prefsly ſhewn to be adapted to extirpate 
all the diſtratting doubts and terrors of 
ſuperſtition, they can no longer find any 
thing to deride, as approving the very 
tolhes, which you will ſhew they viſibly 
explode. You will declare it is groſsly 
milunderltood, wherever it is not ſeen to 
-an{wer this excellent purpoſe. Let the 


groaning preſles, long burthened with 
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mioal traſh, utter their ts unno- 
ticed, 1 But if rudely intruded on us, they 
call out for us to join the rage, in con- 
cert with them, of their pretended ortho- 
doxy, let us return “ the ſuitable reply of 
the acute Chillingworth to the railing ac- 
cuſation of an ungentle Popiſh oppo- 
nent: “ You impute to me, that the 
method I take and recommend is deſtruc- 
tive only; and that I build up, or buttreſs 
nothing, that appears to be crumbling. 
This I take to be not a fault: for the 
Chriſtian religion is not now to be built, 
or buttreſſed. I only deſire to have the 
lumber and rubbiſh taken off, which you 
have moſt mapertmently laid upon it, 
and which hides the glorious ſimplicity ↄf 
it from thoſe who would otherwiſe be 
diſpoſed to embrace it.” Though a ſtub- 
born deifier of the diſtinguiſhing tenet of 
his own ſect or party, whether Arian or 
Athanaſian, Popiſh or Proteſtant, Epiſco- 
palian or Preſbyterian, Arminian or Cal - 
viniſt, Anabaptiſt, Moravian or Sweden- 
borgian, might then, and may ſtill, be 
IL to freſh Invediven,: by Pee li- 
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beral ſentiments af ai Chillingworth, a 

Hoadly, a Watſon, every conſiſtent ad- 
berent to the true principlacof the Re. 
formation mult perceive that it ia only > 
a placid renunciation on all ſides, of the 
abſurd claim of abſolute exemption from 
defect, that we ſhould put an end to the 
contagious paſſions, the factions and diſ- 
tempered heats, that render ſchiſms im- 
mortal. 


It 1 thus, and thus alone that you will 
diſarm them at once of their moſt offen- 
five weapon. Every imputation they 
| caſt on religion, to which the feuds of her 

falſe friends give too much countenance, 

you will have clearly and completely ob- 
viated. You will always be well pre- 
pared to incline them to feel at leaſt, if 
not to acknowledge, the fatal occaſion 
that enſnared them inſenſibly into a crime 
fo abhorrent to nature and reaſon, as the 
rejection of their ſupreme good with in- 
ſult and mockery. You may elucidate 
the charge by a direct appeal to their own 
conſcience. The cauſe in queſtion will 


be there moſt * diſcernible. It will 
moſt 
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moſt commonly be exa@thyſuch as y 


have ſeen it indicated in the tenor of the 
propheey inſerted in the eommencement 
of this Addreſs, and the deſcription of 


the ſcoffers there condemned. They are 


men! * e alter 0 own ungodly 


luſt? - 
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1 Little obſervation of their gene- | 
ral conduct will be ſufficient to 


admit you to the _ es into 
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of eternal glory; for what? For the 
mere indulgence of brutal appetite, for the 
gratification of a frothy vanity, for a pal- 
try temporah}i intereſt: So addicted are 
they to mere animal life, that every 
thing ſpiritual to them is nothing. Inured 
themſelves to every evil cuſtom, to every 
faſhionable folly, they ſhun the converſe 
of the decent, wiſe and virtuous, ſolks 
whom nobody knows. They frequent 
the haunts of thoſe only, whoſe habits 
approve them known and knowing in the 
modes of what they call hfe, whoſe man- 
ners quite diſengaged from all that is 
truly commendable, are aptly ſuited to 
countenance their phrenzy, to abet them 


in railing or laughing at every thing 
that is Cot: or ene 


Their Pease MENTS 540 appears 
to be excited by perverted paſſions, to 
which religion applies reſtraint, and ſalu- 
tary correction. It is no wonder then 
their diſaffection to it, heightened by ſes 
vere and juſt reproach and contradiftion, 
ſhould ſettle at length in a rooted and 
inveterate hatred. With inward dread 
and horror, they would fain extinguiſh, 

S 2 what 
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what they affect in vain to hold in con- 
tempt, all idea of a ſeriouſly dreaded 
adverſary, that arraigns their condutt, 
that will bring them to trial, to judg- 
ment, to a ſure condemnation for; their 
vicious practices. It is practical not rea- 
ſoning infidelity, that diſqualiſies them 
from applying their hearts unto wildom. 
Revelation ſpeaks. much of the loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord. But the contemp- 
lation of it is awfully glorious. There 
is mercy, it ſays, with thee: But it 
adds, therefore ſhalt thou be ſeared. 
No glad tidings does it convey to them. 
An internal ſenſe of their habitual aver- 
ſion to perform the conditions upon which 
they are announced, conſcious guilt, un- 
worthineſs, and obduracy of temper im- 
pel them to ſlight and inſult what they 
dare not pen to re to en 
DANG | qi 40 {64607 +41) 
he bleſſed 1 * « were-given for 
repvoof, ſor correction, for inſtruction in 
righteouſneſs.”; Thus they are leſs adapt- 
60 to their faſhionable ee their 
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own proſane and van babbling. The 
wiſdom of the Lord“ is great “, and 
{ought out of all thoſe who have pleaſure 
therein.“ But what pleaſure have they 
in the Lord or his wiſdom, who; accord- 
ing to 'Solomon, “ deſpiling, deſtroying, 
hating their own ſouls +,” give themſelves 
wholly up to modiſh extravaganee” and 
licentouſtieſs? - What leiſure has the 
mind reſpectfully to liften to the calm and 
ſolemn voice of holy truth, while en- 
gaged in a perpetual buſtle of worldly 
purſuits ;'' when tofſed to and fro in a 
giddy round of diſſipation, when entan. 
gled in the cabals of a faction, when ſhaek- 
Jed in the trammels of court- intrigue, 
when diſtracted in the maze of a falſe 
philoſophy, when eagerly intent on ſub- 
tle ſchemes of iniquitous commerce ? 
What hope can you form of raiſing any 
pious, generous, or noble ſentiments in 
the breaſt of that man, whoſe groveling 
affections are all centered in the ſelfiſh 
views of ambition or avarice? What 


appropriate language can you ſind to 
converſe with one who is backneyed | in 


0 pl. eri. 2. | 4 V, Prov, paſſim, 
| | the 
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the myſterious cant, empiriciſmand- chi · 
eanery of profeſſions; uſeful and honour. 
able in themſelves; but ſinking deſervedly 
into diſcredit, when exerciſed by men 
whoſe practices degrade them into 2 
paltry traffick ? When the heart is ſhri. 
velled to a point, within it's little ſelf, 
what power leſs than infinite ſhall expand, 
or render it | ſuſceptible of the augult 
ideas, Which demand it's earneſt and moſt 
en wenn in the were of God ꝰ 
P SOR RO | a6 Anq 951: args 
0 ne nus een to corrupt re- 
garde, the fame: compliance with prevail. 
1 the ſame prejudice againſt 
juſt reprooſ, occaſioned all the ill- treat- 
ment, unbelief and hardneſs of heart, 
which our merciful Redeemer and di- 
vine Inſtructor met with upon earth, 
among the leading ranks eſpecially of the 
Jewiſh people. He clearly diſcerned, 
and in condemning, pitied the wilful 
blindneſs, that diſpoſed them to deride 


and reject the words of truth and ſober- 
neſs, which being oppoſed: to their inter- 
elted views, and bailing corruption of 
manners, they affected to ſlight, as the weak- 
neſs of a narrow mind, and to repel as 


the 
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the traiterous deviees of adeſhgning hypg: 
crite, or! the dangerous affaſiaus of a dif- 
teiyperetl, brain- That, they  abourgd: 
themſelveg under this moſt dreadful, of 
all waladies is manifeſt, The ſole, pur; 
port of his miſfion was -4&-ſetare their 
true happineſs: both in time and eternity, 
A more flagrant proof of their inſanity 
there could not be than their opprobrious 
rejection of it. Unhappily for them, the 
fole indiſpenfible qualifie ation required to 
obtain the gong NE, was that 
of character, that — and 
piety, to which: the whole tenor of cheir 


nennen was moſt averſe, 
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* UR 11 your inquiry hal in, the [a me 
track. You: will! find the 0 of Infi- 
delity ſtill the ſame, in all ſucceeding 3 ages. 
All oppoſition to true n has been 
carried 
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carried. on by „of, the, ſame cha · 
e eue preſent times, when 
who .. confiden tly . boaſt that. Chriſti· 

... 4g beter —_— than it ap- 

pears to wok Formerly, been, in ihe long 

interval of penal darkneſs... I. wult, be 

r (boweyer,/the tains, of ancient 
bigotry, ar, modern, enthuſia ſm ſtill reſiſts 

t an — een 

partial judgment,) that the, 

Ns doctrines, and the — nos 2 it's 

precepts, having, been more accurately 

and completely, ſiſted, are confirmed by, 
ſedaie reflection, and mature Experience, 

How far this age is peculiarly, involved 

in, the complicated guilt of holding the 

truth in unrighteouſneſs, or ſinning againſt 

a clearer conviction of mind; how far 

mankind betrays, (as you have heard it, 

fogliſhly. aſſerted.) the more impiety or 
unconcern for the diſpleaſure of God, the 

4 6 notions it is taught to entertain 

he. beneficent d ecrees of his, Provi- 

wg, ou PMs if you are vile, waſte 

of Ming breath in peremptori lydeci-, 

ding,” $ nation, it is ſaid woſt gravely, | 
arid in ſober ſadneſs, is the more particu- 
larly noted for unruly and licentious ha- 
41 bits, 
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bits,” - pefyert6d principles, and extreme 


profligacy* 
it haas learned to define and ſcrutinize the 


rights of nm, ilie authority of equal laws, - 


and the grounds of diſtributive juſtice. 
This is a point which, if you will conde- 


ſcend to liſten to the diſpaſſionate counſel | 
of an aged * Caryl of other'times,” you 


will do well coolly to inveſtigate, 'Pon- 
der it, compare and examine it fairly, and 
Itruſt you will not raſhly urge it, in com- 
pliance with a too cuſtomary mode of 
pulpit-eloquence, a ſplenetic, and adi 
enen. of the age. 1 . 

35 40 71 4 

| It isyour Proper olice; an indiſpentble 
duty of your proteſſion, to form juſt no- 
tions, and a true eſtimate of the prevail- 
ing manners, as far at leaſt as concerns 
the ſouls committed to your care. By 
performing this with attention and due 
reflection, you will acquire a talent, (as 


ration backward, as it is in this,) of think. 


of morals; the more curiouſly 


rare, let me aſſure you, in the third gene- 


ing and ſpeaking, without prejudice, of 


1,164 164.5 | 
ol CU, 91, * Offi U T03. D: 


con- 


whateverdolorinetivn 1 is, in Varioos age, 
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conveyed to you, of the external: face'of 
the moral world. Vour opinions ſtruck 
out from the claſh of contradictory evi- 
dence, in part, though not altogether fic- 
titious, from the current prints and 
pamphlets, from the lying bſaſts of party 
rancour or adulation, will otherwiſe be 
tainted wich a' contagion, at preſent al- 
lowed to be epidemical. You will judge 
and pronounee at random, and cone. 
quently ſeldom right, upon what you 
have not properly eonſidered. ILbe 
alarms and lamentations of the implicit 
believer may have contributed as much 
to deceive you, as the pre ſumptuous boaſts 
of the reaſoning infidel. It has already 
been remarked; chat great is the advan» 
tage, which the latter is ſure to take of the 
terror and deſpondency, expteſſed by 
the former at the ſuppoſed increaſe and 
| e 0. n nents Vreni ub 


? VEG! 04 n orders 
In t is pollible: the caution [repeatedly 
hinted, not to be too haſty in paſſing a 
poſitive ſentence upon the reports of the 
growing depravity of the times may ex- 
cite a petulant unbeliever ſnrewdly to 
,milapply the purport of this humble hint, 
Diſguiſing 
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Diſguiſingya ſarcaſtic ſneer under an af- 
ſected compliment to itd candour: 
Vou are certainly tight, he will ſay; 
in ſuſpending your judgment, till yoa 
are better acquainted with us. Very pi- 
tiful miſtakes your brethren, the deſpica· 
ble ſatellites of corrupt eſtabliſhments, 
civil and eecleſiaſtical, are always ſpite- 
fully making of us free ſpirits, of whom 
they really know nothing. Moſt horrid 
wretches, they are obligingly pleaſed to 
pronounce us all. It were filly to deny 
2 . — proſligate incorrigible 

amongſt” us, whom ve approve ai 
mh you can do. But in what tribe 
of mortals; of what perſuaſion, denomi- 
nation, or profeſſion, do not vicious 
and abandoned characters too much 
abound ? Bid them be us candid as you 
appear to be, and confeſs that -amongft 
you many are ſeen, mighty religious in 
theory, ſtriẽt in conformity to your empty 
ſorms, but in practice as immoral, as no- 
toriouſſy ſtained with crimes of the black 
eſt dye, as the vileſt of us, eee they 
delight in branding wich 
del „They might eaſily, en che other 
ee eme hand, 
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hand, be convinced, with a little leſs of 
party - bias, and a more liberal inte reourſe 
with good company, that is, with us who 
know mankind, that we can boaſt, how. 
ever libertine and licentious they ſtile us, 
in theory, of many amongſt us, more or- 
| derly i in'their-lives, more: paſſionate ad- 
mirers of virtue, more-ardent promoters 
of all that contributes to the pleaſure and 
comfort of ſociety in this viſible world, 
than they who take ſuch ill - diſſembled 
pains to put us out of coneeit with it. 
Who can miſtake their fly purpoſe of en- 
groſſing it to themſelves Koen whilſt they 
think to amuſe us, by ſolemnly turning 
up their eyes to that inyilhle work we 
their own woe not 11 mor 


In bs Ne «his pert ene vo 
will make no ſeruple of agreeing with 
him in declaring an equal abomination 
of the alledged falſe pretences of theſe 
mocił. religioniſts, who groſsly immoral in 
their” lives, can be impudently oſtentati- 
ous of their religious notions. But as 
this imputed inſincerity of their profel· 
ſions may be deemed equivocal: from the 
luableneſs 
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liableneſs of weak mortals-to-aft-contrary 
to conviction, you will have occaſion 
here to trace the fatal ſteps, down which 
men are driven by perverted paſſions to 
deny, in works, that God, whom in words 
they profeſs to revere. Vou may remind 
him, at the ſame time, that the world, 
of, which he vaunts his extraordinary 
knowledge, as it exhibits many a flagrant 
inſtance of the ſanctified impoſlors he ſo 
juſtly reprobates; ſo it ſometimes, and 
not unfrequently, preſents to our, per- 
plexed ſpeculation a ſet of hypocrites of 
an oppoſite caſt, He may perhaps him - 
ſelf be one, in whom are blended the 
unnatural contradictions of thoſe who 
appear wantonly to court the diſeſteem of 
man, and brave the vengeance of God; 

who make a ſhew of being governed by 
principles of moſt pernicious tendency, 
while the controlling influence, of a better 
nature, of . habits happily contracted, ar 
of ſome; benign, though unacknowledged 
_ actuating. principle, within their breaſts, 
prompts them perpetually to counter. 
act che dangerous tenets, . 
e e rare t/a nos Te mach gt 2k 
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Ol the many and varied/ſhapes, / which 
Infidelity and Libertiniſm have been re- 
mern as aſſuting in the foregoing 
ges, I have choſen to clolt this imper- 
fea ſketch with the two laſt exhibited, 
as they are perhaps the moſt liable to fall 
under your cognizance at this day, being 
moſt adapted to the prevailing temper 
of the times. Allow me to ſubjoin one 
brief hint more, upon the readieſt me- 
thod of obviating their s cur- 
rency. In the former, figures moſt con- 
ſpicuouſly the New Philofopher, or Rea- 
ſoning Infidel, who boaſts his ſuperior 
duevotion to Virtue and the happineſs of 
mankind upon earth above us religion- 
iſts. - Vou muſt make him ſenſible of 
the infinite ad vantage he has given you 
over him by his own plea. Is it not the 
cauſe of Virtue itſelf you are maintain- 
ing, in the preſence fo an all-ſeeing 
Judge, whoſe authority his ſyſtem openly 
defies? Is it not to the All-Righteous 
Sovereign, in whole gracious will ſubſiſts 
the eſſence of all virtue, the-fole founda- 
tion of that happineſs of mankind, which 
he affects a paſſionate ardour to promote, 
on PM. are ſoliciting in vain his due 
reſpect? 
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reſpeft ? As to the * the ſervile diſ- 
parager of his own. better nature, who in 
complaiſance to the humour of his pro- 
ſane aſſociates, chuſes to put on the 
hideous, vizor of ungodlineſs, while: in- 
wardly he believes and, trembles: you 
may at any time lead him to facilitate 
himſelf your conqueſt over him. Vou 
have a faithful ally in his breaſt, his Con- 
ſejence. Bid him reflect one moment 
upon what he can ſee well, enough, iſ he 
pleaſes, on which fide lies his trueſt in- 
tereſt, the ground of his moſt important 
hopes, and fears, If you can but engage 
him to lay it to heart, you have, with a 
word, and at an inſtant, reclaimed, and 
en os m ee n 
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vo hear it _ ofien faid, -*.that 4he 
world grows wiſer and worſe every days 
or in other words, chat man grows in- 
= ang. knowing. but in the fame 


˖ proportion, 
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proportion, like the firſt of the, ſpecies, 
at his fall, grows viſibly more wicked, 
| Examine it well, before you preſume to 
determine the truth of this 4wo- Fold 
aſſertion, or how far either part of it is 
applicable to this turbulent cloſe, of the 


eighteenth century. Theſe are points, 
upon which, if I miſtake not, every one 
of you will differ from another, and often 
too from himſelf, as the ever-varying priſ- 
matic tints of party-prejudice,  eccleſiaſti- 
cal or civil, are caſt upon the ſubjett. 
Can it be truly ſaid that the charaQter- 
iſtics of the . preſent age are profound 
knowledge, or. /ound thinking, or have 
proportionable degrees of Nees 
been conſequent upon their confeſledly 
wider diffuſion ? Boundleſs , Curioſity. is 
declared to be a diſtinguiſhed feature of 
it's character. But is exa& information 
the general or actual reſult of a reſtleſs, 
ill-directed ſolicitude of in uiry Free 
thinking and ſpeaking indee will not be 
denied it, if freedom be meant from: all the | 
Hamm r Hat 


Far be it from your Addreier te to el. 
teem himſelf a 8 judge how far 
the 
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which reli ion 8 8 85 n the 4455 8 
man. Ye e may with confidence affe1 
that as far s 8 the unsdableg licentioul- 


nefs, the epidemic frenzy of continual 
diſſipation actually prevails, ſo far it as | 
drawn off the minds 'of men from M 
ſobriety of reflection. It 1 thus ren- 
dered it, in various degrees, diſqualified | 
to beſfow the attention due to the awful 
and tranſcendently glorious objects, us 
which Chriſtianity directs our G be- | 
yond this threes ſpan of life. 1985 
all it's proſpects are briefly, terminatell. 
80 far then too ſurely the moſt exaltelf 
faculties of the rational ſoul are narrowett 
and de epreſſed; ſo far it's moſt generous! 
feRtions, it's nobleſt energies are broug 

to noutht. Theſe confelledly be 

be the natural effects of the incre ale d 1 
Infidelity from the caules before e 
cally. aſſig ed. But here let. me tur 1 
your attention to a joint Tt tion 
of high importance. ' Recdllef that Su- 
perſtition orme ly, in a far, grea 

gree than bent deg 7 del the e 
foul as nk below 25 natural ite a5 
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Religion whs ada apted to exalt” humani 


above iHelf.” Any, Tomb ne 
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Tbe wbnlage we now enjoy, in this 
above 855 predeceſſors, cannot 

be doubted.” Does it conterbalance' the 
damage done in the demolition of the 
mound, anſkilfulty reared by them againſt 
the overflowing. of all ungodlitieſs?' This 
queſtion i it is your duty earheſtly to ex- 
amine, impartially to weigh: How far 
is che raſh ſpitit of Libertiniſm, now re- 
ported to rage ſo farally "amongſt us, 
caught from the contagion of our law- 
kfs" and diftrafted ' neighbours; '' daily 
 fpreading more and more to à deſperate 
extent? To your ſedulous inquiry you 
muſt” add (elle reflection, before you 
can pronounce with judgment upon a 
point neither obvious, nor of eaſy deter- 
mination. It is naturally connected with 
the following: How far has the appa- 
rently encreafing multitude of free=think- 
ers and free-ſpeakers injuted or beſriend- 
ec the cauſe of genuine piety and real 
© virtue, the ſpree glory of bur nature, 

| againſt Superſtition ant * the 
vileſ 
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vileſt degraders, of it ?/ Never perhaps 


before, ſince the world began, / were the 
latter held in more general contempt. 
Never were the diſſembling zealots for 
religion, and profeſſors, of rigid purity, 
when diſcovered in fact to be the moſt 
baneful and treacherous enemies of both, 
dragged forth ſo reſolutely into open 


day, and expoſed to public diſdain and 


deteſtation, as at this time, In conſe- 
quence of a diligent and ſeyere ſcrutiny, 


it is now generally underſtood how enor- 
mous a degree of impiety and vice may 


be concealed under the ſpecious diſguiſe 


of ſanity, or the deluſive boaſt of pa- 
triotiſm and public ſpirit. Upon the 


truth or falſehood however, of theſe fair 
pretences, often impenetrable to all but 
the omnipreſent eye of God, it becomes 
not us, in any individual caſe, but i imper- 
ſectly explored, to be a Fe 


deciſion. 


Upon one - conſideration let the anxious 
heart of the faithful Chriſtian, - and the 
loyal, well-wiſher to our juſtly admired 
conſtitution in church and ſtate ſecurely 
reit : that nothing can more contribute 

A to 
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io advance the intereſts both of true xe- 
ligion and the, public weal, tban the full 
diſcloſure to the public indignation of 
every ſpecies of jniquity and fraud. The 
moſt unfailing teſt, the readieſt ſubſtitute 
for an Ithuriel's ſpear, which I can recom- 
mend to you, is this: Impoſture and 
Falſhood will ere inſtantly. viſible, 
Rarting up in their own, proper ſhape, 
upon a ſuitable application of the follow- 
ing, experiment. When alter a cloſe ac- 
quaintance with, a man, or a ſtudious 
obſervation of his ruling principle of 
adtion, you have noted it to be conſtantl 17 
ſelf. centered in his own perſonal grat 
cation or emolument, whatever ſpecious 
appearances he may put ente in the 
, main drif t, or ſhifting turns of bis con- 
quct, private or public, whatever plau- 
ſible ſhews he may exhibit of devotion to 
God, of zeal for ſacred truth, of affection 
to the man he calls his friend, of ſteadi- 
nels to his party, of loyalty 10 his Sove- 
reign, or paſſionate ardour ſor his country, 
you can incur no riſque of a miſtake in 
pronouncing him an arrant cheat, whole 
callous breaſt, , no religious, generous, or 
patriotic emotion has ever touched. Of 

3 the 
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the ſeveral tribes here indicated of ſubtle 
impoſtors the wonted ſueceſs has of late 
been rendered more liable to be cheeked 
than heretofore, by the forcible- ſpirit 
of ſcrutiny, which a gracious Providence 
appears to have ſent forth, purpoſely. to 
awaken the whole human race from a 
lethargic torpor, of more deadly conſe; 
quence; in a moral reſpect, than all the 
turbulence, to which, by a er but 
ſalutary decree, it may have given riſe. 
With humility reſign to auen and the 
revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God, the ſolution of this intricate knot, 
Confeſs your own inability to calculate 
the preponderant benefit to'mankind of 
the detection of each abominable ſpecies 
of fraud above the temporary miſchief, 
occaſioned by the jarring paſſions, which 
it nay, for a ire mitn to Paten 


Be not too peremptory in {letting the 
general tendency of the preſent age to 
apoſtatize from real Chriſtianity, or obe · 
dience to legal Government, till yon 
are able to aſcertain it's greater defici- 
ency in every branch of uſeſul knowledge, 
natural or critical, religious or moral. 

With 
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With regard to it's diſpt puted, pretenſion 
to ſuperior Wiſdom, your humble Ad. 
viſer, before he preſumes to give a direft 
anſwer to the , queſtion. himſelf,” Wy 
leave to refer, you to the opinion de- 
livered by 2 celebrated Prelate, upon 
che eauſes of free thipking, under the 
us reign of the good Queen Anne, 
as he and by friends, after her death, 
(obliquely glancing at her ſuceeflor, 
were uſually pleaſed to call her, Take 
it in the illuſtrious Berkeley s 8 dignihed 
and emphatical . mode of exprelling his 
ſentiments, which would ill become one, 
whom a continual reſidence in a petty 
hamlet has long eſtranged from a familiar 
intercourſe with the world there deſcribed. : 
«I imagine, ſays this great man, pol- 
ſeſſed of every virtue under beqven , hu- 
mility perhaps | excepted, © I imagine 

that thinking is the grand defideratum of 
the preſent age; and the real cauſe of 
whatever is awiks, may juſtly be reckon- 
ed the general neglett of 0 in 


| * bee his Meiro, at the cloſs of that admirable 


work.” % 99 971 ; 


— 


+ So extolled by Pope. 
thole 
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wget it molt, the people of 
If | 


thole -1 IL { 


1 0 'ean be expe d, when 
1 Rave: the moſt in mw 
0 e, ang thoſe Vo are Fire ( be 


Gee & the worſt en ample ? Where 
youth ſo uneducated are yet ſo ſorward; 
where modeſty is eſteemed p uſillanimity 
and a deference to Vn knowled 
religion, laws, want of ſenſe and ſpiris: 
ſuch untimely growth of "genius, could 
have been valued and encouraged by 
wiſe men of antiquity „hole ſemi⸗ 


11 


genius ol gur times, that is to be ſeated 
modern ears could not bear them. But 
Eee ridiculous ſuch maxims might 
pear 0 our Britiſh | youth, who. are To 

par 0 and {0 ber to try experi- 
ments, and nend the conſtitution of .. 
country, I believe it will be admitted 
men of ſenſe, that if the governing part 
of mankind would in theſe days, ſor ex- 
periment's , ſake, conſider themſelves i in 
chat old Homerical light, as Paſtors "of the 
People, "whale duty it Was to im prove 
their lock, they would ſoon find that this 
is to bs done by an education very dif- 
„ ferent 
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ſerent from the modern, and othergueſs 
maxims, than thoſe, of the Minute. Philo- 
ſophy. And thoſe who, in their own 
minds, their health, or their fortunes, 
feel the curſed. effetts of a wrong one, 
would do well to conſider, they cannot 


better make amends. for. what was amiſs 
| in tbemſelves, than by preventing the 
ſame in their ae e 1 


＋ 611 ; 8! ; e141 fr © W 1 Gree) 


This Yee, the, Right Reverend 


| Cenſor could paſd upon What we have 
been accuſtomed, 447 the: conſtellation 


of great wits, who then ſhone! forth! all at 
auce, to regard as the bright 
ta of Britain. If the ſharpneſs of «this 
indignant Reprover of an age, which, as 
you may be told, was leſs corrupt and 
vicious than the preſent, ſhould not ex- 
attly ſuit your taſte, you will bo epi to 

remind me that there appeared, at times, 
in. 2 85 good. Biſhop, a quiddam ſubrnane, 


a, Fertam: 'over-weening conſciouſneſs of 


ſuper⸗ eminent talents, caught perhaps by 
eomsgion from the familiat ſlile of di- 


ful, pride, ſo offenſiyely effected by 
, renowned. n in mutual ap- 


ms + 3 
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plauſep Pope Swift, and Bolingbroke. 
The laſt'elpecially, to whom too much 
honour is done, by naming him with 
three far worthier men, was moſt ridi- 
culouſly guilty of this haughty 1mperti- 

nence; Their ſel admtration, it is true, 
kept them in the conſtant habit of hold- 
ing the times they lived in, and all man- 
kind except themſelves, in ſovereign con- 
tempt. To diſguſt us of this inſolent humour 
in heroetz, whom we have been taught to 
look up to, as almoſt ſuper — (an 
epithet often more ſillily applied, ) we 
daily hear the ſame arrogant and ſplenetic 
language from pitiable wretches/ indeed, 

in compariſon of them. Theſe over- 
veening vaunts are molt *prepoſterbus, 
yet far moſt frequent, in the mouths of 
perſons of intellectual endowments con- 
ſiderably under par, while men of ſupe- 
rior underſtanding and ſound religion are 
vell aware that good ſenſe and true piety 
are invaluable gifts, which kind Heaven, 
or the grace of God, has not ſo partially 
diſtributed, as conceited wits or zealois 
have fondly imagined, Thoſe eſpecially, 
we may be ſure, have not the largeſt 
ſhare of either, who are loudeſt in expreſ- 
ſing 
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ſing their extreme horror at —— 
rage of examination of every, r. in 


(3.0% THC 25 


Let inbred bandits and. the decent 
dignity of your profeſſion teach you more 
eandour in thought, as well as in ſpeech. 
tion of knowledge, and a vain diſregard 
of better information, to diſallow the 
manifeſt adyantages we. enjoy, at, this 
day, naturally conducive to improvement 
in the human mind and manners? Can 
it be queſtioned, whether many of the 
prejudices of bigotry, which had ſo long 
held che mental faculties of man in ſhame- 
ful trammels, which were even ſubverſiye 
of the fundamental principles ot all ſound 
marality, are in great meaſure, though 
not completely ſhaken off? Shall we 
heſitate to. ſay that a more exact and im- 
partial reſearch into the genuine text, it- 
ſelf ol holy ſcripture, and a conſequent 
rejection of the peremptory mode of in- 
terpreting ſome, of the molt , obſcure; paſ- 
ſages of it, formerly more in uſe, has 
| —.— our conceptions of, the doctrines 
ithere ſuppoſed to be revealed, relative to 


de ene have kindled unex- 
tinguiſhed 


4-0 3 
tinguiſhed feuds among Chriſtians, | all 
in one in n e alike 
heretical A 


Heese u may . he miſchiefs 
ariſing from theſe unnatural feuds on con- 
troverted points, where 'the ſeveral par- 
ties were all acknowledged to be alike 
in the dark, we have learnt from expe- 
rience, that even with reſpett to them, 
the reſult of impartial and patient inveſ- 
tigation is generally auſpicious to the cauſe 
of truth. Inextricable difficulties oecur- 
ring conſtantly in ſuch reſearches, to con- 
found the diſputants, have happily re- 

bated the edge of all the weapons uſed 

improperly in theſe interminable con- 
teſts, They have certainly lowered the 
impoſing tone of many a haughty dogma- 
tiſt, by expoſing him repeatedly to the 
mortification of a tacit avowal of his'own 
ſelf-defeat, when prefſed by the mer- 
cileſs requiſition to explain his meaning, 
which his triumphant adverſary the Sep- 
tie urges with the keeneſt mockery. 
While ſolemn Dulneſs vaniſhes abaſhed 
from the random ſhafts of laughing Igno- 
ratice, confiderable advantage may accrue 


to 
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1n- confuſion; which the mole- eyed 


C 
to che intereſts of Truth. Their blind at- 
tacks will never reach that ſyſtem of 


eternal truths, which ſubſiſted“ * hefore 


the day was, before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever the "world was 
made, that ſhall endure from everlaſting 
to everlaſting.” - When it ſhall pleaſe 
God to eſtabliſh them in their primitive 
ſimplicity, all eyes ſhall diſcern, all tongues 
proclaim, all hearts -unite in exploding 
the impotence of impiety. The: delight 
pro- 
geny, preſent or future, of the Shafteſbu- 
rys- and Bolingbrokes, Voltaires and 


-Humes, Paines and Volneys, may ſtill pur- 
ſus} in their ever-reſtleſs wandermpgs from 


doubt to doubt, will be there alone per- 
petuated, where the diſaſtrous wars of 


8 — ail be {till main- 


_— 190 ar ether 


ol 
It; is not aid 1 all contention will 


ceaſe at once, where nothing is brought 

into diſeuſſion but what may eaſily be made 
intelligible to a plain 1 in- 
e 4 docile temper.” No one 


8. Pſalm XC. 2. 
root 
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root of bitterneſs will ſtill ſpring, up. 
Untul.,man's, whole nature ſhall be cre- 
ated ane w, it will never be totally extir- 
pated. The immediately preſent, example 
| of that ſupremely. gracious Lord, chat 
week and humble, Maſter, who waſhed 
his ſervants feet, was not ſufficient to 
controul it. Behold the | ſimple- minded 
diſciples of Jeſus, how admirably, in- 
ſtructed in lowlineſs ! Vet * the ſtrife 
aroſe, even among ſt them, which, of, them 
ſhould be accounted. the greateſt.” It was a 
point that bore no relation to any article 
of his doctrine, of which the interpreta- 
tion, by the, perverſity of human — 
ing, could be wreſted to involve the 
{lighteſt difficulty. The ſubject. was mas» 
nifeſtly ſuch, as we muſt needs think they 
could not fail to fee; was contradictory to 
the tenor of his life, the ſpirit of all, his | 
diſcourſes. 

A910 4 [ e OA 4 3Þ-<: . 

Book ingenugus vis once, ye vehement 
ficklers for, what you, cannot call your, 
dock ines, for about thoſe very controvert: 
ed points, on Which you lay the greateſt 


* Luke xxii. 24. 


ceſs, 


Nc 
ſtreſs, you dare not pretend you can 
teucb us any thing. Is all your zeal at 
laſt for tenets avowedly 1nexplicable? 
Are you aware of the conſequence of 
tempting men, by a declaration of their 
aſſent to thele, to violate ſincerity, a prin: 
ciple indiſpenſibly requiſite to give cre- 
dit and ſtability to every moral virtue, 
which alone can render man ſuſceptible of 
any ſpiritual grace? Let it not be ſaid 
that it is for the aſſertion or diſplay of 
ſome undue aſcendant over the ordinary 
underſtandings of men, that you ſeek to 
bind upon their conſcience, by the direſt 
anathemas, the neceſſity of aſſenting to 
what can no more be clearly: collected 
from the word of God, than that moſt 
glaring practical abſurdity of Popery, 
Tranſubſtantiation, thus deſined by Dr. 
W. Biſhop of Landaff, the“ mixing a 
little flower and water into the ſubſtance 
of is F e . L 
F $1387 © 

Be not apprehenſive of youbbotiigiler 
ted here to direct your ſteps, or of my be- 
| ing diſpoſed to wander Wr over the 


* Might not converting be here the proper . ? 
vaſt 


. % 
vaſt and” dreary ſield of Polemical Divi- 
nity, into hich the wil adept in the 
New Phitoſophiſm is always glad to fee 
you rambling” aſtray, never doubting to 
catch you entangled within the reach of 
his maſqued batteries of ridicule.— To you, 
my more ingenuous young Friends, I am 
no better pleaſed to renew: my affec- 
tionate Addreſs. If compelled to a diſ- 
heartening ſtudy, enjoined to you, with 
great ſolemnity, by perſons who have of- 
ten little ſtomach for it themſelves, very 
ſoon will a little ſerious application to it 
induce you to contemplate, with deep 
regret, the diſaſtrous twilight, it has ſhed 
through ages paſt, which, alas! it is ſhed- 
ding Rtill; upon the bleſſed revelation of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt : *Qua/e per incertam lunam, 
ſub luce malignd eft iter in ſyluit. Let the 
perſuade you now to turn, with recovered 
comfort, an impartial eye upon the better 
hope afforded: you of feeing it leſs diſ- 
graced than heretofore by ere, 25 
_— won MONET Jargon.» 
20 vir To 10 e NV 01d b 

'4 Ab a We den 8 to our bring⸗ 
ing this hateful wordy war to a deſirable 
cloſe: Let us ſuppoſe every contentious 

phraſe 
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phraſe of queſtionable import, unwar- 
ranted by, ſcriptural, uſe, expunged for. 
ever from the pulpit dialect, and canoni - 
cal vocabulary. Attend to the bleſſed 
conſequence. Theſe dire alarm- bells be. 
ing ſilenced once for all, could no longer 
excite us to break, the bonds of brotherly 
affection. In theſe delightful bonds the 
beneficent force of nature had originally 
linked our hearts. It was equally adverſe 
to the ſullen calumny of the crabbed 
Hobbiſt, and the fiery zeal of the brain- 
ſick Bigot. The primitive ſpirit of the 


goſpel confirmed and cheriſhed, this nas/ 


tural union. But amudlt. the rage of con 
troverly, the voice of either is heard no 
more. When, impelled by the fatal ſound, 
ol theſe ſignals. 10 Prepare for, battle. 


mercy. on us! what a ſpectacle do the V 
wretched combatants preſent to the poig- 7 


nant ridicule of a Shafteſbury, or the dull 
fleers of his later counterfeits! Impo- 
tent indeed, 1 in his immediate attacks on 
religion itlelf, was all his wit, however em: 


belliſhed with the gloſs of art and ſplen , 
did eloquence. And ſurely, from ibe. 


groß $ Ele nin and diſguſting ribald 1 
of his aſer mimicks of this day, either | 


in 
944. 


3} 

in rags or &rabroidery, in night-cellars or 
in faſhionable” elubs, it can ſuſtain no "IJ 
laſting injury.” It has unluckih more, s | 
much wand apprehend. from che mif. | 
conc „and unehriſtian ſentiments 

of many of it's pretended advocates. It 

is againſt theſe —— for ſuch un- : 
med and truly undefinable tenets; 

that the 1 inveigh, woe ever ſure 

ſucceſs. BE "ROE 
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Let not the diſcomfiture of the or 
or exultation of the other diſturb you. 
No' diſſervice to religion and truth is 
done hy the triumphs of Infidelity over 
bigotry and abſurdity. Over whom, 
after all, 2 obtained? Over men, 8 
whom a party-zeal has Alen 
to wreſt the ſcriptures, and preſs them 
to abet their unchriſtian warfare againſt 
chriſtian” charity, no leſs than againſt 
reaſon Let us candidly ſuppoſe they are 
not aware” themſelves how much their 
ſentiments” and conduct are at enmity 
againſt both: for we muſt not cop@their 
reproachſul mode of diſputation, by im- 
puting to them wilful error. It affords 
ſome preſumption in favour of their 

U ſincere 
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ſincere conviction of the propriety of 
their moſt abſurd poſitions, that when 
their potent adverſary, Common-Senſe, 
has expoſed to open day their glaring in- 
conſiſtencies, they {till perſiſt 1n-diſavoy- 
ing the moſt | palpable evil conſequences, 
which to all unprejudiced eyes are con- 
nected by ſtrict neceſſity. with their tenets: 
though the main tenor of the holy text 
be well aſcertained, and it be clearly 
demonſtrated their miſconſtructions ate 

Gere en, to it. 17 10161 Gif 

1 T 10 
The general n ry cation 
| night be left to your diligent inveſtiga- 
tion particularly to apply. But as mere 
hints, without ſome ſpecification, may 
be oſten miſapplied, or ſlighied, as vague 
and declamatory, allow me to direct your 
aitentive notice to ſome unlucky phraſes, 
which are now complained of, as giving 
oOccaſion to thoſe conflicts, which are 
ſtill bringing great diſcredit to the, cauſe 
of religion. It is well known to all 
ſeriogs inquirers, who are à little con- 
verſant in the hiſtory of religious opinions, 
in the two laſt centuries eſpecially; that 
certain captious peculiarities» of ſpeech, 
2 3 and 
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and the doctrines, they have been 110+ 
vented to expreſs, having never been 
_ exactly defined, or elearly underſtood by 
the moſt vehement maintainers of them, 
have continually been, and will probably 
ever be involved in freſh: perplexity, at 
every new contention. Beſtow, if you 
can, an hour's patient hearing to a Supra- 
and a Sub- lapſarian expounding their 
oppoſite notions of the conſequences of 
the Originul Sin of our firſt! parents. A. 
conſolatory term, of moſt auſpicious and 
propitiatory import ſurely, was intro- 
duced, with the gracious intention of 
mitigating the dread of thoſe general. ill 
conſequences. Atonement, without impro- 
per application, could not naturally be a 

word adapted to divide the hearts of 
Chriſtians. It occurs but once in the 
verſion of the new teſtament, ſanctioned 
and approved by long uſe, and church- 
authority. It is in the epiſtle to the 
Romans, chap. v. 11; Where it is pro- 
duced with a ſort of apparent impro- 
priety, Karzwmayw might better haue been 
rendered Neconciliation, as in the prece- 
ding verſe, a is juſtly: tranſlated, 

e. were reconciled.” - It was by the 
U 2 ſacred 


V 
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ſacred writer deemed expedient to re- 
move the general prejudice of his country- 
men againſt a ſuffering Meſſiah. He did 
this naturally by an alluſion and figure 
analogous to the ſacrificial. rite of the 
Moſaic inſtitution, by means of which 
the mercy and ſorgiveneſs of an offended 
God were repreſented as ordained _— 
ndnd to repentant ſinners. 
% miar iin 4307 fi e ir a 1 HANG 
0 „Toa certain qualified ſenſe of this 
term, Atonement,\ ſome of the (moſt el- 
- teemed writers of our eſtabliſhed church, 
by their frequent uſe of it, have given a 
reſpected countenance. But it has been 
groſaby abuſed, not only to ſupport ab- 
ſurdity, as you know, by our itinerant 
preachers, but to palliate the moſt pal - 
pable contradictions to the moral law of 
Ohr. Attend with a calm and im- 
partial judgment to the heterodox and 
diſſonant tenets, which they are conti- 
nually ſtarting up, from a perverted uſe 
ob the words, imputed righteouſneſs, eletion, 
reprobation, - predeſtination abſolute ; frre 
grace, in particular, applied to maintain 
chat man is purely paſſive, in his moral 
and religious conduct, his converſion 
from 


* 
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from ſin to godlineſs, or “Working out 
his own ſalvation.“ More abſurdly ſtill 
is the phraſe, abſolute reprobarion miſap- 
plied in a ſenſe declaratory of an arbitrary 
doom to erimes inevitable, and everlaſt- 
ing miſery, by the ſole: operation; and 
. of the divine Will. 
1 87 en De 061 
Meny excellent! men of exemphry 
piety, and a pacific ſpirit, have laboured 
to vindicate the uſe of theſe phraſes in a 
modified and duly ſoften d ſenſe. By a 

latitude of in tion, to which no 
conſiderate friend to the eſtabliſhment 
can with conſiſtency object, they have 
explained them as expreſſive of doctrines, 
differing oto cxle from thoſe we have 
in view, which mind impreſſed 
with a truly filial reverence for the kind 
Father of the univerſe muſt reject with 
invincible; abhorrence. The dreadful 
tenets of certain ſeparatiſts from the con- 
gregations and miniſtry of our Eſtabliſhed 
Church, are but too familiar to their 
miſguided ſollowers. To it's holy Scrip- 
tures, it's Articles, it's Liturgy, they 
profeſs exoluſively to adhere, alone to 
underſtand, or interpret aright; whilſt 
| in 
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ina perverted ſenſe they are brought to 
countenance their bitter invectives againſt 
1t's' beſt and moſthenlightened members, 
who perſevere in vindicating by the 
greateſt accuracy of eritical inveſtigation, 
and ſoundeſt argument, their mode of 
expounding the ſacred writings accord- 
ing to their pure and genuine ſpirit. 
How perfectly eonſonant to the gra- 
cious doctrines of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
to the Whole tenor of the glad tidings, 
which he was commiſſioned to announce, 
of mercy to all mankind, is his declara- 
tion, that this is the Firſt and Great 
Commandment; Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God? Is it credible to 9 
with thoſe enthuſiaſts, eſpecially with 
the moſt worthily reſpected man amongſt 
them, (W. W.) the frequent boaſt ſhould 
be, that they alone o unto Jeſuss 
Let us hope that notwithſtanding theſe 
tranſient ſallies are occaſionally vented 
by thoſe, who deeming themſelves alone 
elebt and . righteous, devoutly conſign 
the whole human race beſides to eternal 
perdition, let us hope they alſo may, at 
ſome ſerener interval, be reclaimed to a 
due faith in the everlaſting Goſpel, in 


the 
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the merciſul decree, proclaimed by our 
moſt benign Legiſlator and Judge him- 
ſelf.” No more let thoſe, who call them- 
ſelves men, unnaturally counteract the 
moſt excellent, moſt glorious propenſity 
of our nature, our àdmiration of the ſu- 
premely amiable and beneficent perfec- 
tions of our Univerſal Father. No more, 
without a ſecret compunttion, and re- 
pugnancy of ſpirit, let the verieſt Ranter ® 
labour to damp our ardour of love to- 
wards our Creator, Preſerver, Redeemer, 
and | conſtant Benefattor, who by his 
Son'fo tenderly invites us to regard him 
always under theſe endearing relations, 
Then may the diſtracting notions he de- 
rives from texts, the different purport of 
which has repeatedly been well explained, 
become hateful even to himſelf, by his 
own 19 GPS of tier "YR be: 


® This name was given to a | Aiſemal lebt ol dhe re- 
ligious overmuch, Who during the Grand Rebellion 
under Charles the Firſt, were called, and gloried 
in calling themſelves the Family of Sin. But without 
thinking ſo ill of them, as they olten declare they 
think of themſelyes, the reader may apply it to any 


| gibberiſh, een by reaſon, or ſoundneſs of 
thought, « f 
be 
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[6] 
be diſcountenanced for ever, or remem- 
bered no more. May he thus once ſor 
all be brought back to his ſober ſenſes. 
May he then, happily reverſe the generous 
maxim of the good Plutarch, the ſoe 
profeſſed of all defamers of the divine 
perſections, who, obſerves, that * what 
the, drunken man is, uttering had com- 
monly before poſſeſſion. of his heart.” 
May, it be truly ſaid that % em mw naw 
ru 95" are from. henceforth utterly ob- 
iterated *«& Ty xaghia Ts malls,” Never never 
will 1 believe that ſuch horrid fancies 
could have e u in a wie 
TINT e 1 
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x } 
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0 you are a unto What a 
degree the evident purport of the holy 
Scriptures,: their bleſſed harmonizing tem- 
per are diſtorted by theſe our paſſionate 
revilers, you will be ſhocked to hear the 
following delivered as the ſummary of 
the. ſanctioned creed, and fundamental 
doctrine of the Church of England.“ By 
the eternally., deſtined fall Sf man, an 


infinite penalty was incurred by one, and 


tho imputation of his ſin, affecting all, 
and an infinite atonement adequate to it, 
| made 


1 3 
made by an infinite Being, by which 
means a ſmall remnant of the human 
race are neceſſarily ſaved, while all the 
reſt of mankind, including new-born chil. 
dren, unbelieving Jews, Mahometans and 
Heathens, Arians and Socinians, as deſ- 
titute either of faith, or the right faith, 
are conſigned to everlaſting torments, 
with the Devil and his angels, from 
whence reſults glory to God, who in all 
this dreadful ſcheme, is e to "opp 
ſought e Ae. 


This Wenn - ſtem is thus delirlewted 
by an ingenious, (but uncandid) adver- 
ſary to our eſtabliſhment, as the only 
admiſſible 'ſenſe of certain Articles, in the 

preſcribed formulary of our public faith, 
ED well he knows that the beſt ap- 
proved members of our church, for 
ſoundneſs of argument, and accuracy of 
critical diſcernment, - indignant at the 
anequitable imputation, have afforded 
us redreſs, in the beſt manner, that en- 
nonical rigour will at preſent permit, bu 


* + See Dr, en 3 INuftrations of Ga 
©" Paſſages of Scripture. P. 66. 
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an oppoſite mode of expounding thoſe 
Articles, conſonant as well to common 
ſenſe as to the whole tenor of our Sa- 
viour's doctrine. He knows alſo that the 
aforeſaid inſenſate revilers of Reaſon, 
and of our moſt eſteemed expounders of 
the ſacred word, as furiouſly execrate 
him for exploding the tremendous! no- 
tions, with which they ſcare their diſ- 
trated auditories. To the admirers of 
this untoward diſputant, and thoſe his 
ſtrange aſſociates in one point only, in 
outrageous reproach againſt the moſt re- 
ſpetted members of the' Church 'of 'Eng- 
land; it may be ſufficient for you to 
quote the Royal Declaration prefixed to 
the authoriſed formulary. It expreſsly 
aſſerts jt to be ſo conceived, that even 
in thoſe curious points, in which our diffe- 
rences lie, men of all forts may tale the 
A rticles 7 be fer them.” TOP Ditch "7 


Vou will "lr the unreaſonableneſs of 
Dr. Prieſtley in denying to all conſcien- 
tious, but peaceable conformiſts, a lati- 
tude in mterpreting human articles, which 
he aſſumes without limitation to himſelf, 
in expounding the word of God. Far 
| be 


—_— 7 - 

be it from me to queſtion the ſincerity of his 
attachment to what has appeared to him, 
at "the tine, the purity of goſpel- truth. 
He will excuſe me lor adding at the time, 
ſince no man has more ingenuouſly de- 
clared the frequent variations of his ſenti- 
ments, in reſpett to the diſputable points, 
and the exeluſive privilege he claims of 
varying from them, without cenſure, and 
publiſhing without a bluſh, new variations 
from the laſt, whenever he pleaſes. With- 
out claiming a latitude of ſuch exorbitant 
extent, we believe we may ſecurely af. 
firm, that no intelligent and well. inſtrutt- 
ed member of our happy eſtabliſnment 
will contend, that it enjoins us to- 
nounce that liberty of interpreting the 
preſcribed ſorm of doctrine, ſo benignly 
granted in the Royal Declaration. With 
thoſe- indeed, who deriving from it ſuch 
opinions as ſhed the ſaddeſt gloom of del. 
peration upon the bliſsful light, the hope- 
ful tidings of the goſpel, you may chuſe 
to decline a fruitleſs diſcuſſion, that will 
only bring down freſh torrents of obloquy 
upon you and eommon ſenſe. To theſe 
obſtinate ſticklers for what they are 

pleaſed 


| 
| 
| 
N 
| 
. 


„ „„ 

pleaſed to call the primitive and orthodox 
interpretation of the Articles, it may be 
ſufficient, by the way, to drop the follow. 
ing hint.—It is under their defenceleſi 
out works to a citadel, the natural ſtrength 
of which might for ages unimpaired with. 


Rand the utmoſt ſkill of the moſt expert 


engineers of infidelity, that they are ever 
making their moſt ener eee 
do umeming ite iy SOLU I UM 


H. f 1 


The time . Will o. come, en Among ey 
Font, of every denomination, thoſe 
only excepted, who ſtill maintain a ſtub. 
horn war againſt poor human reaſon, 
againſt all the natural ſentiments of hu- 
manity, it will be generally accounted 
indiſpenſibly requiſite to exhibit the Fa- 


ther of the Univerſe in that his true cha- 


rafter; which all nature, as well as the 
conſonant teſtimony of ſeripture, every 
where proclaims; as a God, ® whoſe ten- 
der mercies are over his works.” Tho, 
* *''though he correcteth the ſinful man, 
mel with judgment, and not in anger“ 
—* that he may humble him, and prove 


£9 Jer. Xs 24. 


tn, 
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him, to do him good at dhe latter end 
ho though “ he continueth his loving 
kindneſs, — ceaſing, to them alone 
who know him, and to the upright in 
heart #;+—* he is nevertheleſs not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to repentance. No longer then 
ſhall the chriſtian world, even "af the 
antiſeriptural, (though ancient,) vague 


phraſeology may perhaps be ſtill in uſe t 


no longer then, without the manifeſted in- 
dignation of all thinking men, ſhall the 
God of Chriſt be announced to them a8 


an unjuſt and malignant tyrant, or an ar- 


bitrary and capricious being, dooming, 
by his own eternal and ex preſs decree, an 
indefinite number, an immenſe majority 
of mankind, to endleſs miſery. No longer 
then, without incurring chat open con- 
tempt. of the very weakeſt of the multi- 
tude, in which the wiſeſt have always held 

his „ ſhall a miſconceiving 


preacher of the goſpel of peace, endea : 
vour to excite us to a perpetual enmity 


againſt thoſe, whom he impiouſly con- 


demns as the adverſaries. of, God, as 


peter iii. 9. 
wretches 
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wretches' by / him predeſtined to ever. 
laſting puniſhment, for what unexpiable 
guilt ? — For that which he pronounces 
the direſt of all damnable crimes, the pre- 
ſumption to differ in opinion from Him, 
the ſelf· conſtituted Apoſtle to the choſen 
few; the ſole worthy -* 7a name ibe name 
Chriſt.” The penalty decreed to this pre- 
ſumption will not be mitigated, it will 
be aggravated yet the more, if in one 
point, (not at all eſſential indeed with 
him, ) we are acknowledged to be more 
zealous and exemplary. than himſelf, in 
* departing from iniquity; eſpecially if 
we exaſperate his rage againſt us, by tell. 
ing him with St. Paul; “ It is on this 
point the foundation of God ſtandeth 
ſure, by this ſeal the Lord knoweth _ 
that are his.“ i 


b A judicious yet pious inveſtigation, an 
accurate yet candid criticiſm have reſcued 
at length from groſs miſinterpretation 
thoſe paſſages of ſcripture, which the de- 
luſive ſophiſtry of men had, for many 
ages paſt, / perverſely wreſted into la- 


2 Tim . 19. 


mentable 
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mentable nonſenſe. They have da- 
ſeated, alike the abſurdity: of the bigot, 
and the. mockery. of the; anfidel. by ren- 
dering theſe at once intelligible, only by 
reſtoring them to their original meaning. 
St. Peter expreſsly indicates who. are the 
perſons, chiefly. perplexed and led aſtray 
by a perverſion of the plain ſenſe of ſcrip- 
ture. The difficulties it creates affect 
moſt perniciouſly * the unteachable, 
(442244), and unſteady, (A, the men, 
whoſe,prejudices, indiſpoſe them for ad- 
mitting the truth, or whoſe levity and in- 
conſiſtency, prevent: their due folicitude to 
retain it, They have leſs. dangerous 
elſects on perſons of docile and humble 
e diligent in ſeeking, and ſted- 
faſt in maintaining the true ee of 
Chriſt. | 


The remedy, preſcribed by the Apoſtle 
is not that which , was. ironically. ſug- 
geſted by the exquiſitely keen and inge- 
nius Dr. Hare, to his indolent brethren, 
(purpoſely to. ſhame and goad them to a 


ki ILL Ly 14 4 34 
» Pet. iii. 16. The unlearned and unable . 
our authorized verſion. 


ſtudy 


— — 
. . TO 14 . X A 


— — —— - N — m — 
3 0 — 4 1 3 —— 5 =_ 
— IKE. ——— — Sor ren or leaſe — — 


rience and practical piety to another, and 
thus to increaſe daily in the knowledge,” 


304 J 
ſtudy too ſcandalouſſy negleRed : it was 
not to lay the ſcriptures afide, as auended 
with « difficulties and a;ſcouragements * un- 
ſurmountable ; it was not that, which has 
lately been fo prepoſterouſly followed by 
the moſt ſhameleſs abettor of modern in- 


fidelity, who aſter being convicted ol 


groſsly abufing what he had never read, 
took it up at laſt by his own confeſſion, 
for the ſole intent of ſeeking ſome apo. 
logy for his former ignorant obloquy.— 


The precept of St. Peter, and of plain 


good ſenſe is this: to exert an carneſt ap- 
plication © “ and to grow in grace, or to 
advance from one ſtage of moral 'expe- 


or the true ſpirit a en 


viour. 


By the term , wreſt, or torture, as 
upon the rack, St. Peter indicates that vio- 
lence is done by deluded men to ſome 
paſſages in the ſacred © writings. "They 
make them ſpeak an unnatural” ial ſenſe; to 
ſupport their own ſelf-condemned and 


2 Peter iii. 18. 


3 | ſhocking 
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ſhocking hypotheſes-. May God pre- 
ſerve ious all-wilful blindneſs and ob- 

ſtmate prejudice Againſt better inſorma 
tion, that the enemies of our faith may 
ceaſe to glory where alone they can ga- 
ther ſtrength from our weakneſs. With- 

out arrogating to the eighteenth. century 
2 kind of merit, that certainly does not 
belong to it, a greater depth of erudition 

in the ſuperior, as it claims a wider diffu- 
fon! of it; in the ſubordinate ranks, than 
the ſeventeenth, when literature boaſted 
it was cheriſhed by Patrotis, who were 
both the admirers. and detractors of the 
preſent times are perfectly agreed in one 

point. We are far leſs 1 n 

the ſhackles of r. N 


| Let this be granted. But let not the 
unbeliever exult at his approaching tri- 
umph in the Age of Reaſan. Be you the 
firſt, ye ſincerely pious. Proteſtants, to 
hail the commenced diſperſion, of thoſe 
clouds, that may {till retard the returning 
dawn of pure evangelical, light, in, its 
ſimple and primitive diſplay. Ever thus 
moſt welcome will it be, moſt friendly, 
X moſt 


. F 


— eee eee — To 
you, ye Chriſtians in deed as well as in 
word, it's loud ſummons is now ſent forth. 
It prompts you to a preſent vigorous ex · 
ertion of heart and mind. It engages 
to conduct you with an humble yet re- 


ſolute, a docile, yet perſevering ſpirit, to 
tbe glory of concurring in the true and 
faithful ſervice it owes to True Religion, 
of vindicating the ſolid indeſtructible 
foundation of it's divine eſtabliſhment. 
Be not appalled” at the fiery trial it is 
always prepared moſt chearfully to un - 
dergo. At the conſumption of the ſu- 
peradded ſtubble, the corruptible / ſtruo · 
tures, injudieiouſly raiſed upon it's ever 
laſting baſe, feel no regret . The 
fire ſhall declare the work, which alone 
abideth,” and the precious: undecaying 
ſubſtance will ſhine-forth, with nen 
und Want, luſtre . 
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Be mindful ſtill ard Aestdenien 
of the great work of his miſſion, in the 
A au ancient ſuperſtition, and 
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the prevuilmg proſligacy of ſenniriench 
and manners, it was always to the reaſon 
of bis diſciples, that the'Bleffed Founder 
of our holy Faith expreſsly addreſſed his 
dottrines. His plain and familiar mode 
of deliveting them evineed his benign 
nent; that our feeble underſlanding 
ſhould by them be ſtrengthened, ant en- 
ſigkte ned not dazzled” 50 confounded, 
ſhould" without any painful effort, be 
raiſed from wavering and illufrve theory, 
to ſettlecdl and conſtant practice. The 
obvious tendency of this mode of e. 
pounding hy Goſpel, was to bring it 
forth! into life; as the preſent guide, and 
unerring ruler of our conduct. It is, 
alter all, the provinte of calm good ſenſe, 
and earneſt” meditation, as well of our 
Ipirivaal n | 
ing, to ful fil their i es in 
real life without which;! dicy: are both 
mere ſounding braſs, and a tmklmgcym- 
bal. If we faithfully regard them in this 
point of view, and apply them accord - 
ingly, they will brigiten up our minds 
with far: other proſpedts, thaw thoſe that 
diſtratt the heart of many a pibus but 
de zealot, or thoſe, from which 

X 2 the 
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time to time, 


recurrence to re and original princi- 
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the unprincipled miſcreant tribes catch 
fallacious' omens in favour of their de- 
ſtructive Is. of ene ere 
and nn h 2646676 Ws 

A FOTO ire am Bath y 5 
e us, — preſuming to — or 
to forebode the decrees of heaven, evince 
our ſincerity in the addreſs of our daily 
prayer to God, © thy kingdom come; 
may the ſupreme excellence of thy law 


be fully manifeſted, as well by it's perfect 


efficacy, as it's general reception. Let 
us with all humility unite our aſſiduous 
endeavours to cooperate with the di- 
vinely · appointed promulgator of that law. 
To promote a purpoſe of this univerſal 
concern, you muſt ſee the | expediency 
of clearing firſt away the ſcholaſtic milt 
caſt over it by officious vanity, that nt 
may be thus diſplayed in its true light, 
and primitive ſimplicity. Some impor- 
tant advances have been making, from 
againſt the ſelfiſh- o 5 PR" 
to it by the fons of | darkneſs; ſince; the 

commeneement of this century. The 
alarm inſtantly caught, even in eſtabliſh- 
ments founded themſelves upon a like 


ples, 


[ 399 ] 
ples, have of courſe engaged the indolent 
and timorous in perpetual enmity againſt 
what they ignorantly ſtile Innovation. 
Do theſe obſequious abiders by what 
they find thus conveniently ſettled to their 
hands," really imagine themſelves pre- 
cluded from all obligation to apply their 
own hearts with all diligence to ſearch 
for wiſdom in the word of God? With 
the cooleſt indifference, they declare ; 
« That ſettled formulary determined com- 
pletely, above two hundred years ago, 
all that was neceſſary to make them wile 
unto ſalvation. i They neither know, nor 
are willing to be told, what progreſs. the 
needleſs application of learned men has 
made in ſcriptural knowledge, ſince the 
Church and State have ſanctioned a 
ſyſtem of faith, for them to ſubſcribe, they 
are ready, with all due ſolemnity, to de- 
clare it perfect. Shrewdly convinced 
how aptly the ſucceſs of all their preſent 
views is favoured” by their own natural 
diſpoſition to trouble their heads with 
nothing, which - they , find decided for 
them, they rejoice in the leiſure it affords 
of turning their attention another way. 
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To . theſe: groveling conceptions. of 
worldly wiſdom, I truſt, my more liberal 
minded young friends, you will not ſloop 
to accede. Many awfully — nt 
leſſons is Providence nqw. diſpenſing to 
mankind, through the medium of a ſevere 


Experience. Muſt e believe the whole 


ſpecies o be grown ſo ſtupid, as certain 
libellers of human nature are pleaſed to 
repreſent it ? In this country eſpecially, 
(where by the bleſſing of God, the love of 
truth, and ardent ſpirit, of inquiry, (with- 
out running into the extravagant wild- 
neſs of the _ Fhiloſophiſm, ftill,main- 
tain their place in it's diſtinguiſhed, cha- 
rakter for ſolid good {epſe;) in Alen 
ſhall it be ſaid that we are grown ſo dull 
and ſpiritleſs as not to learn ſomething 
from the wholeſome diſcipline of this our 


beſt inſtruareſs ? From the vialent con- 


vulſive ſhocks we — felt, and are ſtill 
molt anxiouſſy apprehending, from the 
troublous revolutions of public affairs in 


all the world around us, can ve fail to 


collett this Knowledge: — That Mankind 
are at this eriſis leſs diſpoſed than ever 
to ſee the ſame abuſes perpetuated from 
generation to generation, which for ages 
have 


C 0% J | 
have fa: oſten been, a thouſand ways, 
diſplayed in all their deformity,; which 
have. embroiled, / and endangered the 
ſafety. of their | peaceful / eſtabliſhments 
time out of mind? Has not many an 
authentic record of our paſt errors and 
ſollies been expoled to public view, in the 
bolder ſtrains of modern hiſtorians, and 
had ſome effect in quickening our Sewn 
nt. of al. their evil n 


{iTo, theſe adi; — ven- 
tured humbly, to propoſe ſor your medi- 
tation, I will not preſume. to deliver 4 
definitive anſwer, This you ſhall receive, 
with a proſpect of better ſucceſs, tram 
the maſterly pen of a younger writer, who 
appears to have ſtudied mankind well, 

In every government, the ſtability | 
and the influence of eſtabliſhed authority, 
muſt depend on the coincidence between 
its meaſures and the tide of public opinion; 
and it appears that, in modern Europe, 
in conſequence of the invention of print - 
ing, and the liberty of the prels, public 
opinion has acquired an aſcendant in hu- 
n. Ane it never poſſeſſed 

| thoſe 


L 3) 
thoſe ſtates of antiquity] ſrom hich moſt 
of our pohmcat examples ure drawn! IT he 
diger indeed of ſudden und waſh innova- 
ſbions cannot be too strongly“ ineulcated; 
and the views of thoſe men, who are for- 
ward to promote them, cannot be repro- 
bated with too great ſeverity.— But it is 
poſſible alſo to fall into the oppoſite ex- 
treme; and to bring üpon ſociety the 
very evils we are anxious to prevent, by 
an obſtinate oppoſition to thoſe gradual 
and neeeſſary reſormations, which the 
genius of the times demands.” The vio- 
N Tent revolutions which, at different pe- 
riods have convulſed modern Europe, 
have ariſen, not from a ſpirit of innova- 
tion in Sovereigus and Stateſmen'; but 
from their bjgo:ted attachment to antipuuted 
ahmt and to prineiples borrowed from lets 
enlightened ages. It is this reverence for 
Abtes, hien have been ſanctioned by time, 
accvmpamdd by an inattention'to the pro- 
graſs of public opinion, which has, in 
moſt inſtances, blinded the rulers of man- 
kind, till government has loſt all it's 
efficiency, and till the rage of innovation 
has become too general and too violent 
8 to 
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to be ſatisſied With changes, which if pro · 
poſed at an earlier period, -would have 
united in the ſupport of eſtabliſhed inſti. 
tutions, every friend oe to the 
e vrt of hq year eh» Pio U. 


1 me to a ply de t tenor of ths 
bold remark to the ſubject of our late 
conſideration, - You daily hear what hor- 
rible doctrines, at which humanity. and 
common ſenſe univerſally ſhudder, are, 
by the adverſaries of our peaceable 
church eſtabhſhment, declared to be coun- 
tenanced by our preſcribed formularies 
taken in their literal ſenſe. Theſe, you 
know, in times when free examination 
has declaredly had it's full ſcope, have 
not eſcaped, at one time, a ſtrict and im- 
partial, at another, a perverſe and inju- 
rious diſcuſſion. Religious truth is ever 
ready to encounter, yea, chearfully to in- 
vite it's keeneſt edge. If without the la- 
titude of interpretation, ſo juſtly claimed, 
yet often obſtinately denied us, our im- 
r mne to theſe forms ſhall be 


? Prof. Dugald Stewart, Denen of the Philoſophy 
pt the Human Mind. 


found 
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found not in all paints conformable to 
the ſacred ſtandard; if a timely reviſal 
is from thence become indiſpenſibly xe- 


quilite ; let us hope the deſirable ſeaſon 
for it will at length preſent itſelf, not by 
violent and e ut by "_ n 75 
liberate wag 4 
ty HECEEL 4b OTST OO Oe TT WL UT HH 
Sureſt when dos and gradual, New 
monly ſaid, has been the progreſs of im, 
provement of every ſort. The time is 
not unmeaſurably diſtant when, in theſe 
weſtern. parts of Europe, arts and ſciences 
were ſcarcely in being: nor has our ſplen- 
did embaſly to the remoteſt eaſtern extre · 
mity of the globe, though it has con- 
firmed-the- old reports of their ſuppoſed 
far remoter antiquity there, at all di- 
miniſhed our juſt wonder at the deficient 
advances of them, in that ingenious and 
celebrated nation. Their firſt introduc- 
tion here, their tardy improvement, their 
partial decline, and faint revival at differ- 
ent periods, yet gradual progreſſion upon 
the whole, we have been taught by the 
diligence of curious inquiry to trace, with 
ſtill enereaſing correctneſs. All the ne- 
cellanes, conveniences, all that contributes 
| | | to 
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to the external ornament, or ſolid com- 
forts of life, we ane continuing to provide 
in greater and greater abundance and va- 
riety. Can we doubt whether in theſe, 
and other points of general concern, the 
world exhibits indiſputable : proof of a 

ſilent tendency to melioration? It's 
movement indeed is neither equable nor 
conſtant, like the courſe of the heavenly 
luminaries. The advances it is making 
are yet diſcernible in the enlarged con- 
templation of the judicious obſerver, 
To minds of this ex — * caſt not even 
the diſtracted wa ſlate of all nations 
can fail of enforcing molt feelingly inefti- 
mable leſſons of viſdom. The dreadful 
diſorders and keen ſufferings, Which 3 
long ſeries of enormous blunders, and the 
Fu paſſions of lawleſs anarchs, 
though: pretended legal rulers, have 
brought upon millions, it will be the taſk 
ol future hiſtorians, it is your province, 
by the application of a ſound theology, 
to preſent in a proper light. It is your 
duty, in the painful contemplation / of all 
the preſent miſeries brought upon man- 
kind, by the overflowings of ungodlineſs, 
error and vice, to Yuck myſterious 
| diſpenſation 
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diſpenſution of un "all-wife Providence, 
thus promoting, by a ſevere, but hebe 
ſome" 'Uiſcipline;" the inſtruktion, amend- 
ment and future welfare, temporal and 
ace. of a finful race of eri m 
"np! 1 *ev$ 941 Yy ot 
Lap we” may the — DE and 
wretchedneſs always reſulting from the 
conflict of "diſcordant ' principles,” reli- 
gious and political, ordained to become 
the means of corretting themſelves. To 
this conflict a certain period of duration is 
aſſigned. That period will be, when it 
ſhall' have accompliſhed” the wife pur- 
poſes of Providence. With reſpect to the 
intereſts of true religion, the termination 
of theſe miſeries will declare it victory 
detiſive over thoſe, who in combating 
againft the chtiſtian revelation will ſtand 
convicted of rebellion againſt reaſon, and 
reaſon's God, the eternal fountain of all 
truth. The futility of thoſe profane 
boaſters of their Proel who audaciouſly 
infult and revile the gracious edits of 
out heavenly Sovereign. will not be 
manifeſt''to all men, until the haughty 
tones of impoſing yet ſervile Dogmatiſm, 
eclioed by irs implicit admirers ch fry, 


becauſe 
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becauſe withoat, underſtanding; dal be 
Glenced, on ſoftened into leſs preſumption, 
A concurrence on all ſides, it is hoped; 
may then ſucceed in a more humble and 
impartial, general appeal to the ſacred 
text. It's full meaning, in every thing 
really neceſſary for man to know, ſor the 
due regulation of his ſpiritual concerns, 
will: then, we truſt, be no longer liable, 
through the perverſion of purblind So- 
phiſtry, to be rendered ue ionable. 
1 00186100. jo ban. ; 

Whatever 1 Wan che 
fole:Cotholicy (or univerſally acknow ledg- 
ed) Viear of Chriſt upon earth, has not, 
by it's utmoſt efforts, — enabled to elu- 
cidate to the apprehenſion of the moſt 
earneſt and ſincere. inquirer, no mere au- 
thority of man will any longer preſume 
to bind on the conſcience of his fellow- 
man. Then at length, whatey eL, Con- 
troverſy may ſtill ſubſiſt, it will no longer 
prove a ſource of endleſs: animoſity, and 
the gurſe inſlicted on the impious builders 
of Babel will be no more, When the 
moſt eſſential truths, which a divine ſanc- 
tion cal; ces upon the — OY 
of all ilians of, every r ls 4 
47:8") OT - 
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of mental abilities, naturul or acquifed, 
fall be unamimouſſy determmed te be 
thoſ# only which a common thderftand- 
ing, with" a ferious attention of heart can 
fufficlently apprehend: then” wilt gödli⸗ 
neſsufford us ope of attonipliſhing ſoon 
it's petfeft' work. Revelation wt have 
no more to enevunter the moſt Fatal im- 
pediment to its completion of it 'grithil 
purpoſe. Our inffftte obngariotr to it 
will be no longer diſputable. No more 
will any. reſtraint be called for on liberty 
of confelence, nor wilf any jealous com- 
paints moleſt us of an undue ftretebr of 
aurhortty, impofiug Human ördfnäncks 
or dhe dkeite preſeriptit n HP PRION 

HEREIN EY een F154) gi tr mw $4 £0 4:78; 

The propet expotiteler of e Work ol 
God above recommended, is trianifeſtly 
not that contentious Reaſon, which the 
Roman ppllofophie orator and patriot 
repfobates as a pernicious principle of 
difunſon, the maintainer of the dart myſt 
tery, the” baleful traffek of ambition, 
avarice, or vanity, among the refileſs 
tribes of polemics, political or theblogi- 
cal. It is that link of human ſociety, 


that coneiliates and knits mankind together 
2 in 
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in a cordial union #,” whoſe eulogy he ſo 
properly celebrates. It is conſtantly re- 
lately under conſideration, always aſſume 
their moſt vehement and peremptory ſtile 
in pronounging their judgment upon what 
the wiſeſt men regard with filent/ awe; 
or expreſſion of humble diffidence, what 
they well know all human intellect mut 
We yain eee i 


mplation and preaching 
of that goſpel, which firſt publiſhed the 
eſtabliſnment of glory to God on high, 
on earth peace, good-wHl towards men, 


you will have the grace, it is hoped; 
to come accompanied with that requiſite 


aptitude to receive yourſelves, and com- 
munieate it's glad tidings to others, with 
the primitive diſpoſition of mind, which 
unites the hearts of men together in bro- 
therly love, without racking them with 
needleſs doubts and difficulties. Were 


they, not the docility, modeſty and ſim- 
* Ratio, Jalta bumana vinculum, mw le. inter 
1 homines eomjungitque, ' 1 
45 4 See Chapter III. Segion I, 1 ads 
plicity 


in e- e 
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plicity of a little child, that our Saviour 
| to be the firſt qualifications 
to enter into the kingdom of heaven ? 
Without that open, Andid and patient 
ſpirit of inquiry indicated by Cicero, and 
ſandtioned by an infinitely. higher autho- 
rity, with a preſent and beautifully appo- 
ſite alluſion, without the amiable qualities 
conſpicuous in the character of Ingenu- 
ous childhood, you want the previous 
title to become the perſuaſive advocates 
of religion, truth and virtue. In that 
evangelieal temper, ſrom which thoſe re- 
quiſites arę ever inſeparable; you muſt be- 
hold a ſtriking contraſt, to thoſe arrogant 
claims of the bigoted devotees * of every 
ſect in Chriſtendom, who demand our 
impoſſible aſſent to their diſcordant doc- 
trines. To a mind well diſpoſed in meeł- 
neſs and humility to receive it, the Holy 
Spirit of God will not fail to diſplay, in 

fulleſt evidence, the main ſcope and de- 


L. 4 * 


* You will underſtand the uplearned, (or pnteach- 
able 4449) and unſtable, (of no fixed prineiple 
do ſnpuilos) marked out by St. Peter, are here alſo indi- 
cated, notwithſtanding profound knowledge of ſcrip- 
ture, /and 3 . are their peculiar 
boaſt. 3 

be, | ſign 
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Le 
fign of that everlaſting goſpel, - which 
though © revealed unto babes, is declared 
by Chriſt to be judicially “ bid from the ” 
MDA 4 20 yo: and e | 


Docinty ot Meekiieſs I” Hunt) l 
Where, alas! it is aſked; where are we, 
at this day, to look for theſe qualities in 
thoſe, whom we ſimple folks, who are 
not men of their world, muſt be labour- 
ing in vain to reclaim from it's impious 
and pernicious principles? The taſk, 
though allowed all along to be moſt un- 
promiſing, is yet not deſperate. How 
ſhall we inſpire them with reſpect for the 
inſulted, the inceſſantly attacked, yet 
eternally abiding Goſpel ? Humility, 
the prime requiſite for the reception of 
all chriſtian graces, is in the eye of the 
modern Freethinker as derogatory from 
the ' dignity of his character, as in the 
ancient ſignification of the word, it was 
to the ambitious Roman“. That vain- 

e glorious 


* Humilitat (ab humo) meant all that was baſe, 
groveling, abject, To exorbitant Pride, Suferbia, 
a deteſted vice even then, the oppoſite quality was 
not Humilitas, It was Mideſtia, (a modo) Modera- 

tion, 
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glorious preſumption, ſo conſpicuous in 
all the demeanour of our. faſhionable 
Freethinkers, is perhaps not more pre- 
valent now among the higher ranks, 
though far more widely extended among 

the loweſt, than it was a century ago, It 
is indeed an almoſt general complaint, 
that this age is declaredly at open war 
with all eſtabliſhed opinions, be they ever 
ſo ſacred. From the outrageous conflict 
a train of  deftruthve conſequences are 
apprehended, are by ſore experience felt, 
Calamitous, no doubt, they are, they 
may continue to be, for an appointed 
ſeaſon. Vet however frightful the ap- 
pearance, it wore at the onſet, or it ex- 
hibits in it's progreſs hitherto; the Chril- 
tian, Who derives his faith from divine, 
and not from human authority, will con- 
fidently predict the iſſue, remote or near, 
progreſſive or immediate. It certainly 
will not terminate in favour of thoſe, who 
combat againſt Reaſon, heaven-taught 


tion, Obſervance of decorum. More happily ap- 
propriate was the term in Greek, Tagppocun, (ex 
ous et ern) Soundneſs of mind, or Sobriety ol tem- 
per: For is not Pride a real Inſanity ? 


Rea ſon, 


L 323 J 
Reaſon, which is exprefsly warring againſt 
God, the Immutable Father of all lights, 
natural and revealed. Has it not, after 
all, been productive of one happy effect, 
a greater accuracy of diſquiſition? And 
has not this contributed much to intro- 
duce among the moſt intelligent and 
ſincere believers, of every ſect, a more 
decent reſerve and caution in thinking 
and ſpeaking of the Deity and his diſ- 
penſations and decrees, in the great work 
of the redemption, vith that modeſty 
and reverence, that derogates no longer, 
ſo generally as formerly, from his ador- 
able majeſty ? Are we not daily taught 
by the pious labours of theſe our reſpett- 
ed brethren, which the inſolence of in- 
fidelity has called forth, many admirable 
leſſons !, conducive to illuſtrate the glory 
of the ſupremely wiſe Creator ? Have 
they not advanced the rapturous diſco- 
very, in numberleſs inſtances, of his wiſe 
controul of ſecond cauſes, in eliciting 
the moſt beneficent effetts from appatent 


uv Shamefully ſlighted and diſcouraged indeed 
amidſt the incogitancy of extreme, and'too general 
diſhpation, 


; 83 evils, 
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evils, ignorantly deemed impoſſible to be 
accounted for, conſiſtently with his uni- 
verſal and abſolute goodneſs? 


SECTION IV. 


Divine Mercy in permiſſion of 1t. 


IF you are diſpoſed, as upon aa in. 
quiry, and conſultation with men of! an 
enlarged mind, and unbiaſſed judgment, 
you cannot fail to be, to anſwer the 
Queries propoſed at the cloſe of the fore- 
going ſection, in the affirmative, be ready, 

at the ſame time, to account for the ſup- 

poſed increaſing prevalence of all manner 
of wickedneſs and imp picty. When Aa 
ſtronger and clearer light is daily" aft 
upon the beneficent agency of a Divine 
Superintendant, in the wiſe direttion of 
ſecond cauſes and effects, and upon every 
other eſſential principle of true religion, 
whence comes it that men are ſaid, with 
the more ſhameleſs and flagrant libertiniſm 


to lead the lives of infidels and atheiſts ? 
66 It 
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It were obſtinate blindneſs and ſtupi- 
dity, we are told, to deny the preſent cor- 
ruption, profligacy and diſſolution of 
manners in the higher ranks, and from 
them ſpreading their contagion to the 
very loweſt. What is obvious to com- 
mon obſervation it were impertinent to 
diſallow.” We grant it; only begging 
leave to queſtion a little- their alledged 
extent, or degree of prevalence. We 
know alſo where their worſt extremes are 
moſt notorious. It is the faſhionable. 
tribe of deriders of all good principles, 
who claim the Arch-Fiend's preeminence 
in evil, and whom we are moſt concerned 
to lead to ſerious reflection. age 


With this leaſt corrigible race of mor- 
tals we have leaſt to hope, and moſt to 
endure, Unhappily we can ſcarcely look 
abroad into the world, without remark- 
ing that the moſt odious vices often diſ- 
grace the characters of men of highly- 
poliſhed underſtanding, and elegant ex- 
| ternal deportment. When diſturbed at 
theſe truly ſhocking phenomena, too fa- 
miliarly obtruded into public notice, 
what anſwer will you give to thoſe, who 
call 
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call upon you to vindicate the Divine 
Mercy in permitting them to exiſt? Ad- 
moniſh them to. liſten in ſilence to the 
awlul voice of Heaven, bidding them 
check their fretſulneſs at the taunts. of the 
ungodly, whole end it denounces by the 
mouth of David, in the 37th and 73d 
 Plalms, two moſt admirable compoſitions, 
ſurpaſſing, in heart-felt truth, and ſublime 
ſimplicity all the boaſted ſtrains of ancient 
Greek or Roman lyric poetry. They 
preſent in various lights, all flaſhing 
ſtrong conviction to the ſoul, in which all 
ſenſe of piety is not utterly extinct, the 
ſpeedy confuſion, the ſudden diſmay, dif- 
 comfiture and deſtruction of theſe de- 
teſted bands of impious inſulters of God 
and religion, To their galling outrages 
you are not exhorted to be inſenſible. 
No, God forbid. The Royal Prophet 
only enjoins you to refrain from a ſaith- 
leſs lamentation for the painful, yet ſalu- 
tary ſhock you feel from reflecting on the 
divine ſufferance of crimes, the penal and 
ſevere; yet merciful termination of which 
he ſets before your eyes. 


By the permiſſion of Heaven, extreme 


licentiouſneſs 
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licentiouſneſs is for: a ſeaſon allowed to 
have it's full ſcope. | At ſuch a ſeaſon, 
all ſerious attention to moral truths, how- 
ever clearly underſtood, and to all that 
endears them to the hearts of men, by 
the ſanctions of religion, however forct- 
bly expounded, of courſe grows obſolete 
and out of faſhion. At ſuch a ſeaſon; 
what may we expect to ſee the conduct 
of chat diſtinguiſhed claſs of perſons, 
whom Libertiniſm inveſts with the autho- 
rity to fix the ſtandard of popular taſte, 
of prevailing ſentiments. and manners ? 
Do we wonder, at ſuch a ſeaſon, not to 
ſee them exhibit that exemplary and ho- 
nourable courſe of action, which anci- 
ently marked the character, and conſtitu · 
ted the acknowledged dignity of the 
Britiſh: Gentleman? The deference claim- 
ed, and blindly paid, at ſuch a ſeaſon, 
to the opinions and habits of certain 
wretchedly conſpicuous parts of the com- 
munity; however diſgraceful to the rank 
they bear, diffuſes the contagion far and 
wide. To flatter theſe, that ingenuity, 
thoſe talents, which might have been ef- 
fectually, gloriouſly exerted in ſtemming 
the torrent of licentiouſneſs on one hand, 

EVEN” of 
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of corruption on the other, of a ſhame. 
leſs proſtitution of principle on both, are 
ſcandalouſly perverted to ſoothe the pe- 
tulant humour of impiety in vogue. This 
open road. to lucrative applauſe invites 
the vain, the venal man of genius with- 
out principle, ſuborns him unnaturally 
to decry, and turn into ridicule all that 


true Wiſdom holds moſt ſacred, and con- 


ſequently all that Folly dreads as a * 
„ eee cenſor. | 
Thus it is that irceligious notions are 
avowed, proclaimed and countenanced, 
with unbluſhing audacity, by a certain 
number, (much leſs, I believe, than lying 
fame reports it,) of the notoriouſly diſſo- 
lute among the moſt diſtinguiſhed ranks, 
whoſe conduct would bring diſhonour to 
the meaneſt. Infidelity thus, though ad- 
mitted at | firſt, not without: an inbred 
horror, and deep-felt ſhudderings, by all, 
whoſe mii fortune it is to be betrayed 


within the magic circle of their infernal 


influence, impels them precipitately into 
exorbitancies, from Which they have by 
nature the utmoſt averſion. It even 
draws them inſenſibly into the moſt mon- 

| ſtrous 
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ſtrous of all affectations, the boaſting of 
vices of which they are attually exempt. 
This criminal complaiſance rapidly ſpreads 
the fatal contagion, till it appears to a 
partial obſerver io pervade the whole 
mals of the community. Within the 
infected circles all nature aſſumes a new 
illuſive aſpect. To his charmed optics, 
the moſt conſpicuous ſtations, are every 
where crowded with theſe, © dire facies, 
inimicague vero agmina,” theſe contem- 
ners of all religious and moral principles, 
theſe deriders of all things ſerious and 
ſacred. To their imperious decrees he 
deems all oppoſition vain. By frequent- 
ing ſcenes, where this modiſh petulance 
reigns uncontrouled, he is perſuaded to 
believe that ſound reaſon and decency 
are every where put out of countenance, 
all exemplary piety exploded as rank 
hypocriſy, an uniform purity of manners 
as mere falſe pretence, nay the moſt diſ- 
intereſted beneficence as either ridiculous 
vanity, or a een nn of A+ 


An habitual. e with W of” - 
this hardened ſtamp, or with men afflict- 
ed with a * 3 or a diſtem- 

pered 
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pered ſpleen, will obliterate all idea of a 


molt heart-cheering fact, of which, with 


an impartial inquiry, and happier diſpo- 
fitions, you may obtain ſatisfattory evi- 
dence: That even now there is actually 
exiſtent, by the bleſſing of God, an in- 
comparably ſuperior number of men of 
a quite oppoſite character, imperfect in- 
deed; and not altogether blameleſs, but 
of unaſſuming worth, integrity and truth, 
who diſdain to court the public notice, 
or aſſociate with that deſpicably ſplendid 

crew. Britons eſpecially ſtill there are, 


whom the favourable. eye of Heaven will 


own poſſeſſed of all that manly ſteadineſs 
of honeſt principles, that generous eleva- 
tion of ſentiment, that ſolidity and ſtrength 
of judgment, for which the true-born 


Engliſh Gentleman once was juſtly cele- 
brated, though now reproachfully de- 


clared, (but by what purblind eſtimators?) 
to have been long exterminated altoge- 
ther from a degenerate” nation. We 
have ſtill, I truſt amongſt us many a 
noble ſtout-hearted Varro, not quite dil- 
comſited, but — yet to __ of 
it's future ee PUB vt (24's! 


Mark 
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Mark here, that it is only the exorbi- 
tance of theſe reproaches that is now 
cenſured. We are far from diſallowing 
that (though improved, in many reſpects, 
as well in a moral and religious, as an in- 

tellectual light,) the character of Eng- 
liſnmen appears not at this day, to ſhine 
forth with that encreaſed and purer luſ- 
tre, which their advancement in every 
branch of uſeful ſcience, and their mighty 
boaſt of great, though liſtleſs, becauſe 
diſcountenanced talents, might lead us to 
expect. Certain it is, that what is now 
fillily called /fe in the faſhionable world, 
has contributed much to render it con- 
temptible, and what we as fooliſnhly call 
converſation there, which 1s commonly 
below contempt, 1s often affrontive, in the 
higheſt degree, to the chaſte ears and 
pious heart of every true Chriſtian, Is 
not“ the hand of the enemy, who: hath done 
this, viſible in the tares which have ſprung 
up with the fruit of the good ſeed, ſown in the 
field of the celeſtial huſbandman ? 


But are there not ſome amongſt our- 
ſelves, my young friends, unwittingly in- 
EY _— {firumental. 
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ſtrumental in forwarding the darkeſt 
ſtratagems of our wily foe? Have we 
not many diſſolute, or veak and miſ- 
judging brethren, who have caught the 
epidemical infection? Thus become ac- 
complices in the miſchief, have they not 
choaked the pure ſeeds of religion yet 
more than the thorns of perſecution, the 
cares of this world, the deceitfulneſs of 
riches, and worldly luſts? Have not the 
vicious conduct, and unchriſtian temper! 
of too many of it's profeſſors contributed 
to make rank the ſoil, in which have 
ſprung up the pernicious weeds of Scepti- 
ciſm, Infidelity, 'Deiſm, Atheiſm ; where 
the germination of all manner of wicked- 
neſs and depravity continues ſtill to r 
forth ſo r UK 
Though theſe laſt en way not, as 
we could wiſh, admit of a reply, by a 
direct negative; though the foregoing 
hints may have indicated ſome other con- 
current ſources of the preſent apparent 
increaſe of infidelity ; it may yet be aſked: 

s there not ſome one general cauſe, regu- 
lar in its operation, to which may be prin- 
_ cCipally 
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cipally aſcribed. this perplexing phenome- 
non; that an age accounted to poſſeſs 
a great pre-eminence in every branch of 
knowledge curious or uſeſul, above all 
that have gone before it, ſhould in a like 
proportion be diſtinguiſhed by a great- 
er deſection from the principles of ſound 
morality and true religion? One fai 
there is, that perhaps may throw ſome 
light upon this queſtion. It is confirmed 
by the general hiſtory of all civilized na- 
tons, that in all advances to complete 
refinement in art and ſcience, an equal 
progreſſion. is obſervable in all the ex- 
tremes of vicious luxury. The ſageſt 
moraliſts have painted in the ſtrongeſt 
colours the train of evils, which we ee 
exhibited in it's preſent exceſs. - It en- 
flames the paſſions with freſh, and ever- 
varied incentives to vice. It dazzles and 
diſtracts the mind in a fooliſh e. 0 | 
vice ee, r cee lip 


| Heppihy in times like theſe the eye of 
the All-wiſe Ruler of the univerſe 1 is not 
cloſed. .) Always, ready to promote the 
eternal intereſts of his ſubjecis in this ſtate 
of diſcipline, his merciful and ſeaſonable 


cor- 
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correction will ſet all right. Turn again 
with a ſteady attention, to the quick- 
ſhifting ſcenes, yet regular recurrence 
of ſimilar effects from reſembling ſecond- 
ary cauſes, in every page ot the recorded 
hiſtory of mankind.” Behold the ſame 
all- controlling Power preparing, and dif. 
penſing at proper intervals, to theſe 
ſtinately inconſiderate mortals, a terr ole 
though ſalutary leſſon. Parental and be- 
nign to the whole human race of intelli- 
gent beings have been the ſignal ſtrokes 
of his chaſtiſing ſcourge; ſometimes on 
the whole aggregate body of a proud and 
boaſtful, but ſinful and devoted ſtate at 
once. On Babylon, on Jeruſalem, on 
Rome of old it fell, with long-provoked 
ſeverity. How dreadfully is it founding 
at this moment over the affrighted guilty 
nations of Europe! Kind heaven avert 
it's fall from this our awfully threatened, 
but, 1 hope, timely repentant country. 


The wretched individuals too, the gay 
ſons of extravagance and riot, who in 
times of general corruption and degene- 
racy, are licenſed uncomrolled to make 
the moſt conſpicuous figure on the the- 
atre 
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atre of the world, who ambitious of the 
applauſe of fools, are obtruding their 
diſgraceful enormities continually, upon 
the public eye, and rendering talents, 
affluence, and elevated rank the panders 
merely to their pernicious vices; even 
thele are ordained to become uſeſul in- 
ſtruments of diſcipline in the hand of 
God. Thus through his merciful: Pro- 
vidence ſhall * he * wicked be made a ranſom 
for the righteous.” They ſhall ſpread for 
a ſhort ſeaſon the infection of their bad 
examples. But they ſhall exhibit alſo in 
a ſtriking light, an awful and laſting do- 
cument, in the fatal conſequences they 


draw down upon their own heads 0 N 
exorbitant courſes. 


Thus their offences aid their own 
ſouls, againſt conſcience and reaſon, againſt 
the authority and majeſty of God, are, 
no doubt, permitted by the inſcrutable 
counſel of the wiſe Ruler of all intelligent 
beings, for {ome good moral purpoſe. 
Theſe ſcenes and characters, creative at 
firſt ſight of diſguſt and abhorrence, are 
preſented by our Divine Inſtructor to 
his rational pupils, in this tranſitory pe- 

* Prov. xxi. 18. | 
riod 
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rid of their ſtate of diſcipline, that by 
exciting in their breaſts a ſalutary indig- 
nation, they may advance the piety of 
the heirs of everlaſting life to greater pu- 
rity and perfettion. Indulge an old man, 
in purſuing to a bolder extent, and ap- 
_ plying to the preſent diſorderly ſtate of 
things, in this region of perpetual viciſ- 


ſitude, the trite alluſion to the intrigue of 


a {cenical repreſentation, the unravelling 
of which he may not live to ſee. Yet he 
gladly entertains a firm preſentiment that 


the ſolution of the perplexed and tur- 


bulent portion of the piece, now acting 
before our eyes, with all our late and pre- 
ſent troubles, will be found conducive 
to what the judicious Ariſtotle points out 
as the grand requiſite in every perfect 
ſerious. drama, by raiſing a due terror 
and compaſſion, to refine and purify the 
human heart and mind. If you are de- 
termined to cheriſh a like ſoothing hope ; 
and with an unbiaſſed judgment (for with- 
out it you will never obtain ideas ſuf- 
ficiently clear for the comtemplation, ) 
to correct your idle complaints of the 
prevalent extremes of profligacy and im- 
piety, you may re-eſtabliſh your ſouls in 

that 


1 
that happy ſtate of calm reſignation to 
the Supreme Diſpoſer, Which marks tlie 
charakter of a rw Wenn 


It may Nil ha objeRed; chat it is but 

a dubious gloom, ill eounterfeiting light, 
that is here thrown upon the ſuppoſed 
frightful-preponderance of moral evil in 
works of a good Deity. Need I repeat 
once more that this ſhockingly profane 
ſuppoſition of preponderant evil has been 
proved to be as contradittory to truth, as 
it is injurious both to God and man? It 
will always nevertheleſs be regretted that, 
(even granting the alledged proportion 
of evil is groſsly exaggerated by the 
ſplenetic moraliſt,) the exiſlence of a tri- 
umphant villain ſhould be permitted in a 
ſingle inſtance to aggravate the woes of 
an afflicted juſt man, ſhould ſo far at leaſt 
render abortive all our pious labours to 
vindicate che ways of God to man. You 
will readily anſwer: that it may reaſon- 
ably be preſumed this myſterious diſpen- 
lation of inferior irregularity can only 
take place as a means of promoting {ome 
beneficent purpoſe of a ſuperior order, 
2 either 


Tl 
either in this or a future ſtage of our ex, 
Itence. 


A complete idea of this divine purpoſe 
is required. Bid the objector wait the 
grand inſtructor, Death. Unrevealed of 
courſe till then it will in part remain, 
This petplexing ſpeculation has often ex- 
erciſed the ſtrongeſt powers of the human 
mind. It has not been altogether in vain, 
Very ſeldom, in truth, has it attrafted a 
due attention from any but ſuch as poſſeſs 
a more than ordinary ſtrength, The un- 
reflefting vulgar eſcapes from it alto» 
gether. The weak and humble reaſoner 
views it with anxious concern, {ill ſhrink- 
ing painfully from it, as bordering upon 
profanation, The pious inquirer after 
ſacred truth, ſenſible how inadequate are 
the abilities of ſo 1mperſeft a creature as 
man to fathom the depth of his Creator's 
wiſdom, yet lives in hopes that he ſhall 
one day be advanced to the enjoyment of 
that bleſſing in a higher degree. Being 
conſcious, in the mean time, that the 
Deity has equally decreed his incapacity 

to be admitted here into a knowledge of 
he ſecrets of his Providence, as into the 
myſteries 
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myſteries of his eſſence, he ſeeks in both 
only to diſcover freſh motives for reſigna- 
tion and gratitude to God, and good-will 
to all his fellow creatures, | 


But the modern falſe Ph:loſophiſt, ® 
whom the courteſy of our nation fooliſhly 
ſhles Free-thinker, and that of our con- 
ceited neighbours, more abſurdly ſtill, 
Eſprit-forr, at one ſlight bound high over- 
leaps the impenetrable barrier ; and look» 
ing defiance on the face of heaven, ar- 
raigns from this dim ſpot the adorable 
perfettions of a Divine Superintendant of 
the univerſe. Having here again pre- 
ſented to your view an Adverſary, whom 
Truth, ' with the heaven-tempered ſpear 
of the faithful Seraph has compelled to 
ſtart up in his own proper form, you will 
now, with the mild rebuke of an humble 
diſciple of Chriſt, yet confidently, and 
without reſerve, maintain what the inſpi- 
red Apoſtle impowers you to declare, 
that ungodly habits and inordinate affec- 
tions are indeed by God permitted to 


* Will this new.coined word be permited to paſs 
current ? 


» 7 ns become 
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become to him the ſatal ſources of his 
rejection of the glad tidings of the goſpel, 
as well as of the exemplary puniſhment, 
that awaits them, Chriſt came to vindi- 
cate the glory of God in this myſterious 
permiſſion. He came to © give #nowl/edge 
of ſalvation unto his people, by the remiſſion 
7 ſins.” * But of theſe it is the boaſt of 
the Libertine, that as he has no deſign to 
relinquiſh them, he needs no canta 
He renounces © the tender mercy of our 
God, whereby the day:ſpring from on high 
. bath wiſited us, 10 give light to them that 
fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace." + 


In aſſigning theſe prevailing and con- 
firmed- habits of depravity as the moſt 
immediate cauſes of that irreligion, which 
is imagined to be now gaining ground, 


you implicitly maintain that it is againſt | 


theſe immoralities, that every true be- 
liever, who is zealous, to eſtabliſh our 
holy faith, is bound to direct his principal 
and conſtant oppoſition. To this mode 


* Luke i. 77. 
t Ib. 78, 79. 
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of preaching the goſpel he is exhorted, 
and foreibly engaged by the precepts and 
example of it's firſt propagators, and our 
divine Lawgiver himſelf, Perſevere thus 
in ſhewing that the whole doctrine of 
chriſtianity approves itſelf to the heart 
and underſtanding of every good man, 
as a doctrine perfective of every virtue, 
as well as of true piety, Leave therefore 
the contentious topics, (in no wile con- 
ducive to it's prime purpoſes,) to the 
graceleſs polemics, who execrate all moral 
preaching, as inſiſting chiefly on what 
they are pleaſed to depreciate, as leaſt 
important in the faith of Chriſt. Behold 
his immediate followers, treading in their 
Maſter's ſteps, throughout the whole of 
their miniſtry, and perpetually pointing 
out the neceſſary connection between a 
profligate liſe, and hatred of that truth, 
which diſplays it's deformity and fatal 
conſequences in a moſt alarming point of 
view, not only as an utter diſqualification 
for the glory and perfection of our nature, 
to which they were ſent to raiſe our hopes; 
but as a mark of reprobation, or a cer- 
tain doom, at the day of retribution, to 
miſery irretrievable, or, (as all texts, de- 

ſcribing 
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ſcribing it, may be rightly underſtood,) 


of which the finger himſelf mult deſpair 
to lee an end. 


It is no wonder that they, who boaſt 
their privilege of governing themſelves 
by the inſlinctive call of ſenſual appetite 
alone, ſhould ſpurn at the pure dictates 
of reaſon, enlightened by heavenly wil- 
dom; that they who glory in their ſhame, 
ſhould have no regard for what concerns 
the true dignity of their nature ; that 
they who are fondly attached to what de- 
grades them below the condition of a 
brute, ſhould outwardly contemn, and in- 
wardly abhor the idea of that perfection 
of a ſpiritual and holy life, that is adapted 
to exalt them above the condition of 
humanity, When they vent their ſpleen 
at the chriſtian precept of ſelf-denial, fo 
reaſonable in the apprehenſion of the 
humble and ſincere believer, and fo ſuit- 
ably enjoined to the arrogant libertine, 
this inſolence, you ſee, is quite in cha- 


rafter in men of their vicious and ſelfiſh 
calt, 


| Note well the diſtinctive mark of the 
moſt 


V 

moſt peſtilent foes of the genuine ſpirit 
of the goſpel. Their enmity is fierceſt 
againſt what approves itſelf to every 

ſound mind as falutary, juſt and ſacred, ' 
It is far more complaiſant to the groſſeſt 
abſurdities of bigotry and ſuperſtition, 
Theſe they find it ſometimes convenient, 
and in general eaſy to accord moſt ami- 
cably with a life of open and abandoned 
profligacy. But againſt plain practical 
religious truth, they diſcharge their ſpite, 
vith the utmoſt bitterneſs and virulence. 
It is no uncommon thing, in times eſpeei- 
ally when the moſt extravagant diſſolu- 
tion of manners prevails, to ſee libertiniſm 
and enthuſiaſm unnaturally blended to- 
gether in the ſame character, and riſing 
to a more confident and louder tone, in 
proportion as they depart farther and far. 
ther from conſiſtency and common ſenſe. 
Have we not frequent inſtances at this 
day, of theſe double- dealers, prophanely 
ranting in a religious garb, enliſted under 
the banners of Methodiſm, whilſt they 
trample down equally both the law and 
the goſpel? Againſt all moral obligation, 
all rational principle of thought and 


action they impudently declaim, as ex- 
cluded 
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cluded by the paramount privileges of 
implicit faith, on the one hand and on 
the other, as encroaching intolerably upon 
the rights ol a bold iree thinker, 


Let it here be eſpecially noticed to the 
honour of ihe clergy of the church of 


England, that the molt virulent invectives 


againit them are daily vented by men of 
this deſcription adverſaries alike to mo- 
. rality and ſound reaſoning. We may, I 
believe, without great preſumption, main» 
tain that there exiſts not, perhaps never 
before has there exiſted a religious com- 
munity, of which ſo diſtinguiſhed a por- 
tion, conſcious of what conſtitutes the 
chief glory of the moſt perſect human 
eſtabliſhment, are ſo willing to ſubmit all 
their religious notions, to the ſtricteſt 


rational diſcuſſion. Perſuaded of their 


perfect agreement with the true ſpirit of 
that moſt awfully reſpected divine revela- 
tion, from whence they are faithfully 
derived, they are bleſſed with a firm re- 
liance that their exacteſt ſcrutiny will per- 
petuate their eſtabliſhed truth. This re- 
velation they cheriſh as the moſt ineſti- 
mable gift of heaven, enlightening their 

| minds 
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minds with the ſublimeit, yet at the ſame 
time the ſimpleſt ideas of the Deity, and 
of his relation to his intelligent creature 
man, for whole moral perfection it was 
graciouſly imparted. It's 1rue ſenſe, they 
truſt, he has ordained exprelsly that our 
beſt rea'on ſhould explore and interpret, 
unreſtrained by any human authority; 
thus ſubmitting alone, with an entire and 
undivided devotion, to the word of the 
adored Giver himſclf, Is it not mani- 


feltly upon account of this ingenuous ' 


candour and ſincerity of diſpolinon in 
the molt eſteemed and eminently diſtin- 


guiſhed members of our Church, that 


they have brought upon themſelves the 
furious obloquy of theſe profaners of re- 
lIigion, a title, which they, by notorious 
abuſe. molt libera'ly beſtow upon the 
friends of uniform virtue and conſiſtent 


piety. 


The curſory glance, here hazarded at 
an aſtoniſhing moral phenomenon, may 
appear, upon a nearer view, to require 
ſome further elucidation, eſpecially as the 
preſent ſtate of religion in this kingdom 
renders it a moſt intereſting object of 

your 
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your attention. This taſk earneſtly re- 
commended to your Addreſſer by a much 
reſpected friend,“ (who far better quali- 
fied himſelf, chuſes to ſhun the unpleaſant 
controverſy,) he means not to decline 
altogether ;, previouſly requeſting that 
whatever he may advance concerning a 
very promiſcuous body of Chriſtians, 
many of whom he believes entitled to real 
eſteem, may not be particularly applied, 
but where it is notoriouſly due.— To all 
abſtract ſpeculation upon the nature of 
man, a coalition ſo eontradictory to itſelf 
as Libertiniſm with Religious Enthuſiaſm 
would ſeem impoſſible to exiſt in real liſe. 
Lou will however ſee it confirmed, in 
frequent inſtances, by daily obſervation. 
The report is credibly atteſted: that it is 
of late grown familiar among the deluded 
followers of the ranting preachers above 
deſcribed, Who fo bitterly arraign their 
meeker brethren, as apoſtates from the 
chriſtian faith, merely for their conceiving 
it to be connected with morality and 
right reaſon, 


* See Preface, near the concluſion, 
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Is not this extreme over-growth of 
abſurdity, it may be aſked, incompatible 
with the conceſſion for which we have 
been lat-ly comending? he ſolid ad- 
vantages relulting, from an awakened 
ſpirit of inquiry, to the improvement of 
our underitanding are, it ſeems, not ſo 
far extended, as we could wiſh. Conſi- 
der the perſons, upon whole intelleQs 
poſture and ſelf deceit, with their blen- 
ded contrarirtics, have fuch power in 
impelling them to deface or deride the 
ſpotleſs beauty of the true religion. 
That this increaſe of folly and perverſe- 
neſs ſhould occaſionally be gaiuing ground 
among them, that it has ſo, more eſpe- 
cially of late; theſe are points, of which 
ſome too credible accounts of cauſes, un- 
pleaſantly productive of conſequent ef- 
fetts, have been ſuggeſted, which cannot 


well be ſuppoſed to have eſcaped your 
ſerious reflection. 


In the mean time, you will certainly 
not expect the moſt ſavourable opportu- 
nities of advancement in ſpiritual or mo- 
ral endowments, will be readily embrac- 
ed, or exhibited in the double caſt of 
characters under conſideration, They 


are 
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are not likely at all to engage the atten- 
tion, much leſs to influence the conduct 
of an unprincipled multitude, that re- 
nounces all concern for the intereſts of 
truth and virtue. To many, capacity 
of mind, to very many more, ingenuity | 
of heart 1s wanting, to qualify them to 
receive the benefit of improved reaſon “. 
It is requiſite, it ſeems, that the mind of 
man {hould (deine del To thr) be prediſ- 
poſed to virtuous habits, by due culture and 
diſcipline, if not by nature, before it can 
be taught to reſpett the laws of moral 
obligation, or the precepts of religion, 
natural or revealed. The Libertine com- 
bats the authority of both, by diſclaiming 
all natural ſenſe of right and wrong, and 
diſputing the reality of any revelation of 
the will of God. The hypocritical En- 
thuſiaſt ſeeks to ſhroud his diſregard of 
moral truth, at one time under a peculiar 
diſplay of ſanctity in the eye of the pub- 
lic, at another under an excluſive claim 


* 'O Jt Moyes nas 1 ddaxn wn nds ue iv Gran logon 
a den npdirgyadgo ve ideen mw Ts dnpoats uxnv 
1 οο TO Kay xpupgey xau wan waTeg ei] Thy Het H To 
enten. . Axisr. Lib, X. Cap. 9. 
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of extraordinary attention to be paid to 
his arbitrary expolitions of a divine reve- 
lation. This claim is the more exorbi- 
tant, as the - ſuppoſed articles of faith, 
which he pretends to derive immediately 
from the word of God, as worthy alone 
to be urged to our belief; being that ſole 
pledge of our redemption, that ſuperſeded 
all regard for thoſe ſacred laws of God, 
which are leyelled to the capacities, and 
endeared to the affections of all good 
men, and of univerſal influence in ren- 
dering them happier and better. Theſe 
righteous laws he decries as utterly un- 
important, except ſo far only as they are 
connected with certain incomprehenſible 
notions, with which the expounder him- 
ſelf is the firſt to declare that reaſon has 
nothing to do. Their purpoſely involved 
no-meaning, he knows we muſt in vain 
attempt to unfold, and is manifeſtly not 
at all ſolicitous to know what his hearers 
are left to think of that Revelation, which, 
being unintelligible, is avowedly unre- 
vealed, It is ealy enough to expoſe his 
contradiction with himſelf, and from 
thence to account for his reconciliation 
in practice, and ſecretly, though e 

unwittingly, 


C259 1] | 
unwittingly, in principle, with the liber. 
tine, proſeſſedly ol an oppoſite charac- 
we | | r 


Here then, after all, we muſt look for 
their preciſe point of coincidence. Both 
are alike inclined to walk after their own 
ungodly luſts. Both are alike determined 
not to con'orm to the laws of God, or- 
dained for their control, The Hypocrite 
wilfully miſrepreſents. the purport of theſe 
laws, But the profeſſed Infidel denies not 
their authority only, but the very exiſ- 
tence of their ſuppoſed Enacter. While 
the fanatic depreciates the dignity of hu- 
man nature, and vilifies reaſon and virtue, 
in order to exalt his pre-eminent glory, i in 
renouncing them, for the poſſeſſion, by in- 
ſpiration of the ſupernatural gifis of Hea- 
ven; the derider of a divine revelation 
affects to magnify his nature, his reaſon, 
while he degrades the one into a mere 
pander, the PEA into a ſpecious advo- 
cate for his vices. While the lawleſs 
Libertine defies the threatened diſpleaſure 
of a tremendous Judge of earth and hea- 
ven againſt the tranſgreſſors of his ſacred 
ordinances; the ſelſ· deluded myſtic main- 


tains 
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tains their whole eſſence to conſiſt in eap- 
tivating his reaſon to ſome incompre- 
henſible ſyſtem of belief, or quaint mode 
of ſpeech, operating as a charm, to pro- 
duce a miraculous diſpenſation from all 
regard to their moral tendency,  _ 


SECTION v. 
Moſt fatal Extreme. 


HAVING conſidered the prime cauſe 
of this profane mockery, and notwith- 
ſtanding it's preſent alarming height, at- 
tempted to throw ſome light upon the 
divine mercy, in the permiſſion of it, 
as the Scripture, in the example of the 
holy Pſalmiſt has encouraged us, let us 
purſye the progreſs of it to it's moſt fatal 
extreme. You have ſeen the frantic 
Libertine abandoned to the dominion of 
his ungodly luſts, and prompted new them 
to this unbounded licence in t 
and ſpeaking with contempt of what regs 
viſe and good men have ever held moſt 

3 ſacred, 
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ſacred; View him hardened now to ſuch 
a pitch, as to determine to live utterly inde- 


pendent upon all re{lraint, by the dreadof 


an inviſible Sovereign of the univerſe. He 
proclaims aloud the deſperate reſolution 
to which his ſoul, appalled in ſecret, gives 
the lie, to extinguiſh at once all idea of 
the exiſtence of any ſuch being. Could 
he overturn that fundamental | principle 
of all religion, which the very fiends 
themſelves are compelled to believe, with 
trembling, he might entertain ſome faint 
hope of palliating his utter want of mo- 
ral principle in his practice, to ſilence for 
ever thoſe dire ſorebodings, which, at 
every lucid interval, his conſcience is ap- 


pointed to awaken i in his tortured breaſt, 


But finding, as we have ſeen, the exif- 
tence of an Almighty Power invincibly 
maintaining it's hold upon his mind, when 
he is able really to think at all, and the 


proof; of it ſo ſtrong as not to be ſup- 


preſſed, or reſiſted Without certain de- 
feat ; he aſſumes freſh confidence for 'ano- 
ther effort, He aſſerts, what by the ut- 
molt agonizing ſtretch of thou; ght, he 
deſpairs of a PO -of aer pro- 

. bable, 
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' budle; or even conceivable, that there is 
no divine Providence, no ſuperintending 
and all-diſcerning Mind, that takes cogni- 
zance, or judicial notice of the affairs of 
men. This aſſertion again is but an out- 
ward ſtrife againſt cbuviction. “ Having 
not the law, he is a law unto himſelf,” 
He feels, he owns his ſtrife is vain againſt 
it. His paſſionate utterance indicates 
how ſmall a part his reaſon takes in all 
he ſpeaks. His very mockery and affect- 
ed gaiety, his ſtrongeſt fence, in company, 
againſt all ſober argument, deſerts him in 
private, and leaves to the mercy of Con- 
ſcience his conviction of a | dreaded 
truth, the reality of an avenging Provi- 
dence. That inviſible delegate within of 
a Divine Legiſlator fails not there to pre- 
ſent a future judgment to his fears, and 
n en his ane ES 


Yet ftill enflaved, by inveterate habit, 
to his ungodly paſſion, incorrigibly bent 
to make his diforderly appetite the ſole 
arbiter of his conduct, he feels his diſtem- 
per advancing rapidly, with dire internal 

5 Rom. ii. 14. | (+) 
Aa ſtrug- 
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firuggles, to it's laſt extremity. No low 
ger now will he admit the exiſtence” of 
an eternal law of "righteouſneſs, © Virtue 
and vice wich him are mere empty names. 
The diſtinction of moral good and evil 
has no foundation in nature. Vou ſhud- 
der, and well you may, at theſe ſymptoms 
of ſo horrible a derangement of the human 
intellect. Too true it is, theſe monſtrous 
abſurdities he dares to utter without a bluſh, 
You have here before you a truly deplo- 
rable inſtance of a moſt pernicious habit, 
very prevalent among men of weak judg- 
ment and ſtrong conceit. It is moſt com- 
mon among diſputants of this deſcrip- 
tion againſt religion. It is a ſtrict obſer- 
vation, that in all conteſts the moſt arro- 
rogant and paſſionate declaimer is gene- 
rally the moſt abhorrent ſrom ' common 
"ſenſe. As in confounding good and evil 
he will entirely renounce it, you will have 
zn hopeful taſk indeed ſeriouſly to con- 
fute what no man of a ſound underſtand- 
ing could poſſibly have conceived; It is 
plain he is not in his right lenſes, nor un- 
derſlands himſelf at all, who maintains 
> that "things ſo eſſentially diſtinet in na- 
| N as health and'ſficknefs, vice and vir- 
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tue, happineſs and miſery, are preciſely 
the ſame; or have only a notional, but no 
poſitive or actual diff rence. As well 
might he ſay, that it is from opinion only 
that bread has a nutritive, or arſenic a 
deleterious quality. If utter ignorance, 
a diſordered fancy, a perverſe ingenuity 
miſtakes or confounds oppoſite ideas, or 
effects, all you can do for the man will 
be to ſet theſe oppoſite ideas and effects 
diſtincti) and clearly before bis ſight. 
If ſtill he perſiſts in contradicting felf- 
evident truth, you know what to think of 
his ſanity of mind. = 
1 4:3Þ4<3: 51 
But ſuch, he eke are his real ſenti- 
ments. Lou may confidently repeat, that 
he believes them not himſelf: for belief 
or ſentiments, without ideas, are mere 
words without meaning. But do not his 
actions, more openly than words, does 
not the whole tenor of his life evince that 
he ſees no difference at all between good 
and evil? Of the obvious tendency of 
either, it is plain, he is determined to take 
no account. Let woful experience, let 
perſonal feeling arouſe him once to a 
power of reflection upon his own thoughts: 
Aa- you 
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you. wille hear the. ſame. perſon complain 
aloud of injuries veſt and manifold, which 
he dreads or has incurred from various. 
quarters, the infidelity of a wife, the un- 
dutifulneſs of children, the ingratitude 


and treachery of falſe friends, the diſho- 
neſty of ſervants, the dire invaſion of, 
his liſe or property, by the hand gf the 
aſſaſſin, robber, ot incendiary. Then, 
is your time to make him ſenſible chat 
having fet the example of contempt, for 
all principle, moral and; religious, he is 
himſelf an 1accomplice: in thoſe, very 
crimes, of which, by the: wholeſome de- 
cree of that Providence, by him ſo groſsly 
inſulted; he is doomed to rue the conſe- 
quences.” Bid him: tell, you; whether, 
when. he openly flights. the ſandtion of all 
laws; divine and human, he really means 
to excite- a witneſs, a jury, a judge to 
ſpurn tlie ſacred obligation of an oath,, of 
truth, of juſlice; to encourage a ſharp- 
ing gameſter to trick him out of his eſtate, 
or its legal heir to make a, forcible entry 
upon it by a fecret ſtab; to urge a bell. 
lent rebel to embroil or oyerturn a peace - 
able and well - conflituted government, 
13: ganas the malice of defeated. ambi- | 
3 tion, 
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tion, an intriguing ſtateſman to under- 
mine, by treachery and calumny, a com- 
petitor of oved merit, or to debaſe 
by corruption and eabal, every virtuous 
Piineipke in a nation, à remorſeleſs ty- 
rant to glut his pride or mad teſentment 
in the blood 6f guiltlefs millions, pro- 
voked into wat by his unjuſt aggteſſions, 


Will the natural tendency of his pro- 
fane tenets, thus exhibited, in ſuch hor- 
rid inſtances, as ſubverſive of all moral 
obligation, ſtrike, without effect, upon 
his callous heart? When their obvious 
conſequences, ruinous to his country, miſ- 
chievous to mankind, are brought home 
to his feelings, as pernicious alſo to what 
alone he holds moſt dear, himſelf, will he 


var! 


: 


enge gement to contend with an adver- 
ſary too inſenſate or too dull to admit of 
confutation, or ſalutary check. It were 
a deſperate attempt indeed to apply the 
method of calm expoſtulation, hitherto 
recommended, to a wretch, in whom both 
reglon and conſcience appear to be to- 
gs 5516913 0 F tally 


r 
tally extint, In ſilence caſt one laſt 
look upon this his extreme pitch of inſa- 
nity. The weapons of inſult and mock- 
ery alone are left him. Wüh theſe he 
deals his random ſtrokes, with equal 
blindneſs, at natural and revealed religion; 
betraying the more ſenſeleſs rage, the 
more their rebound upon his own, head 
makes him feel their impotence and futi- 
lity, grown contemptible even to himfelf. 
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SECTION I. 
Apparently commencing Penitence. 


ET us not haſtily pronounce the dif- 
tempered mind of this wretched mad- 
man utterly mcurable. It may probably 
reſiſt the utmoſt effort of human ſkill. 
But the mercy of God has abler inſtruc. 
tors than man to ſend him. The ſcenes 
of ſin and miſery, which you may have 
exhibited exactly from the life, he regards 
as the mere phantoms of melancholy, of 
no reality or concern to him, while the 
objects are at a diſtance. Let but the pangs 
of a ſore, yet lingering diſeaſe be inflifted. 
| on 
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you are requeſted to turn your attention 


55 
on him, let bome · ſelt calamity, let ruin, 
jet the agonies of death be avowedly 
brought upon him, by, the. crimes, concur: 
rent with his OWN, of the prolelytes he has 
made to his creed of Infidelity. Theſe 


may ſtimulate his lethargic ſenſe, and 


quicken i it to a late conviction, that what- 
ever ſallies of an acute and brilliant wit 
he may before have boaſted, whatever 
talents he may have diſplayed in con- 
founding truth, and putting decency, 
virtue and religion out of countenance, 
his head and heart have been long un- 
ſound, 


l 


When thus reſtored in ſome degree to 
the ſtate of an intelligent and conſcious 
being, he is prepared to form a right 
judgment of his paſt errors, to diſcern the 
prefent neceſſity of bis amendment. and 


 newneſs of life, his bending with humble 


reſignation beneath the correcting hand, 
and imploring the forgiveneſs of the of- 
fended Arbiter of his future deſtmy. To 
direct you now in the pious work; of 
adminiſtering conſolation. to a ſoul thus 
merciſully ſtruck with ua ſore affliction, 


tO 
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to Biſhop Burnetr's intereſting narrative of 
. ſome "paſſages in the life and death of Jobn 
Earl of  Rothefter; You will there behold 
an admirable example, ſet before you in 
a ſtrong light, of what has been actually 
effected in ſuch a caſe. It exhibits a ſhort, 
but full and diftin& view of the method 
practiſed by an eminent Divine, in juſt 
eſtimation for his honeſt ingenuity and 
frankneſs in expoſing the errors and de- 
pravities of che human heart: though 
while his own was perfectly upright and 
pure, ſome doubt has been made of his 
equal ſagacity in diſcovering the ſtrange 
duplicities in thoſe of other men, of whom 
he was ſometimes, but very ſeldom, the 
dupe. But the circumſtance of his con- 
duct, moſt recommended to your eſteem 
and imitation, was his exemplary and 
rigorous diſcharge of all the moſt impor- 
tant duties of his function. The pre- 


cious ' legiey'®, delivered at the conelu- 


| fon 
„4 ain 
» It was introduced to the early regard, and has 
ever ſince been endeared to the affeftionate eſleem of 
one, whoſe anceſtors bore affinity, by ſeveral inter- 
marriages with thoſe of that eminent Writer. That 
incident it probably was, that ſuggeſted the firſt idea 


of 
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ſion oſ his Hiſtory, of his own, times, and 
nearly at the cloſe of his liſe, applied to 
all ranks, and highly intereſting to all, 


claims the peculiar attention of thoſe of 


his own profeſſion. Happy will it be, 
for| you, if it ſhall excite, you to be 
emulous of ſome donfo mn to ſo ne 
lent a model. [rig 1 Holy ley 
1 G iin in un ed 6234338. 
ee PY to the preſent , occaſion, 
you will heartily approve, with benefit 
to yourſelves, and comfort to a penitent 
ſinner, the encouragement and aſſiſtance 


the good Biſhop afforded to a mind emer- 


ging, by the grace of God, from an abyſs 
of darkneſs, ſeldom if ever before, chear- 
ed with any glimpſe of ſteady light. You 
will then earneſtly watch the bleſſed op- 
portunity to fix the attention of the 

nt Libertine upon this unchange- 
able decree of Nature and Providence, 
that woful conſequences ſhould neceſſa- 
rily attend every departure from che 
principles of true n 5 this one 


of this rting frie dly ns to his younger | Brethren 
for the Taba e which in one ſo little known, 
the unambitious integrity alone of his motive 15 
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laſt effort you may poſſibly ſucceed in 
making him ſenſible that it was by the 
ſubjection of his heart to ungodly luſts, 
that he was led to infidehty : that it was 
his renouncing all faith in God, that con» 
firmed him in his evil practices, and be- 
came the ſource of all his miſery, his 
final deliverance. from which can only be 
effected by his maſtery over his exorbi- 
tant paſſions, and return into the track 
preſcribed by an Almighty Lawgiver. 


© SECTION u. 


Wavuering. 


IF you have the happineſs to find, as 
in the caſe of Burnet's noble penitent, 
this home · felt application of ſaving truths 
has taken preſent hold on his mind, re- 
collect the probable chance there may be 
that your wavering proſelyte, {till a ſlave 
to evil propenſities, which he is unwilling 
utterly to renounce, will quickly ſtart 
aſide from this momentary conviction, or 
tranſient fit of remorſe. To eſcape from 

| the 
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the "reſiMMeſs force of your main argu- 
ments, which had juſt before conſtrained 
His reluctant aſſent, he will have recourſe 
to his uſual ſtratagem, by direfting his 
croſs purpoſes to what bears no relation 
to it. He will renew his attacks, with 
freſh pertinacity, under cover of certain 
inexplicable difficulties in the old or new 
Teſtament. It is confeſſed that ſome 
queſtions about obſcure paſſages, though 
agitated, over and over again, by com- 
mentators of profound learning, accuracy, 
and judgment, are not ultimately decided 
yet. And what then? Perhaps their beſt 
exertions may never put an end to the 
controverſy in ſuch manner as to pre- 
clude all poſſible variety of opinion about 
them. So far, in truth, as they do not af. 
fe the grand purport of the revelation, 
they cannot ſhake the divine indeflwe. 
tible baſis of it's credit. Their effecls 
become important, when the malignant 
pride of the diſputants about them rendet 
them an occaſion of counteracting the 
main intent of the gracious Founder of 
our holy nr 88 R 
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"ihe e, doubtleſs, will be your 
alk, in repelling, the, newly, yamped 
though, long antiquated cavils of an un. 
tameable adverſary, who, will perſiſt f in 
combating for the reign of darkneſs, in 
oppolitiqn to the light. Ever recurring, 
thick as gnats, again and again, to the 
charge, they may perpetuate an aggrava- 
ted trial of your patience, NON” r 
peatedly beaten off by the ſame 1 
known and approved confutations. Vet 
urge them ſtill, my good young brethren, 
with the meckneſs of the wile Apolile to 
the Gentiles,. no. leſs than ,to the He- 
brews ;—* * Having compaſſion on the K. 
wrant, and on them that are out of the way ; 5 
for "that ye yourſelves a Iſo are compaſſed 
with infirmity.” Still condeſcend to watch 
the ſudden ſtarts and wanderings of your 
ſtrayed and headſtrong charge. Gently 
reclaim and ſupport his ſtumbling, . 
till you have extricated him from his 


horny maze of captious objections. 


Four appoſite and judicious. anſwers, 
relative ta points ſuſceptible of the high- 


* Hebrews v. 2. 
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eſt moral evidence imaginable, though 
naturally not admitting abſolute or ma- 
thematical demonſtration, may poſſibly 
again be rejected, with redoubled aver. 
fion; He may be ſtill inflated with pride 
unſubdued, and glorying in à capacity 
for reſiſtance, for which the moſt ſtupid 
obſtinacy is the only requiſite qualifica- 
tion, he may be prompted even to renew 
his former baſfled onlet againſt the firſt 
principles of natural religion. A ſtriking 
confeſſion of the memorable Repentant 

Rake, lately under conſideration, is re- 
corded in the Sermon preached. at his 
ſuneral by Mr. R. Parſons.—* One day, 
he ſaid, at an atheiſtical meeting, I 
undertook to manage the cauſe, as the 
principal diſputant againſt God and piety; 
and for my performance received the 
applauſe of the whole company: Upon 
this, my mind was terribly ſtruck, and 
I immediately replied thus to myſelf— 
Good God! that a man that walks up- 
right, that ſees the wonderful works, of 
God, and has the uſes of his ſenſes and 
reaſon ſhould uſe them to the | defying 
of his Creator ! But though this was a 
good beginning towards converſion, yet 
it 
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it went offl again, and I was never well 
reconciled to the bulinels'of Chriſtianity. 
VOM OC Vn enen een 
The ſtrange extrayiagaricies commonly 
related of his paſt life clearly evince what 
it was, that prevented, at the time, the 
natural effects of this ſtrong compunction. 
His underſtanding and fancy, though 
endowed by his Maker with uncommon 
vigour, had been habitually under the 
control of ſome criminal paſſion, kept in 
continual ferment, by the example of his 
profligate aſſociates. The native can- 
dour and ingenuity of his temper, ſo well 
exhibited in the intereſting narratives, 
referred to, of the cloſing ſcenes of his 
wretchedly checquered life, the decorum, 
vith which he received the exhortation of 
his two reverend monitors, were ſuch as 
you are not to look for in a conference 
with an infidel of the preſent date. To 
bis heightened inſolence, and ungoverned 
licence at this period, is ſuperadded a 
circumſtance, not general, as fooliſhly re- 
ported, but confined, I believe, to that 
. unte, a # gravings mch for wy 
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in a modern man of faſbion, your com- 
plete confutation of his principles may 
probably exaſperate. Be ſſill. mindſul 
to oppoſe to i ihe ſober advice of Solo- 
mon ii A. Jeff. anſuur turnerh ih away,*" 
To his irritated pride, your pious com- 
paſſion, appearing to him but a decent 
veil, to cover your indignant ſcorn of a 
defeated ſophiſt, may prove an occaſion 
of his flying out afreſh into paſſionato 
invettives againſt the whole body of che 
prieſthood. Againſt this ſamiliarly re. 
curring ſympiom of che deeply rooted 
malignity of his diſtemper, be it our next 
care to provide, and keep always r 
en the moſt MOOR: remedy, - 

Sf 1 SI: 5 1120 
1e 5 —— 


en, srcrlen ae 


FRN 


bre of fatal oY be kv 


' PREPARED for what! you. hawe'ro 
expect from- your re volted proſelyte, eſ- 
pecially if, like ann 6, he be n 
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ol obſervation and knowledge of the 
world, you muſt be ready to refel the or- 
dinary plea for. his failure of reſpect for 
that religion, which you ſo warmly recom- 
mend. He now inſiſts upon the open in- 
fidelity of the preachers of it themſelves, 
manifeſted in the notorious contraſt of 
the lives they lead with the doctrines they 
deliver from the pulpit. If curioſity, or 
1}L-will to the church has led him to be- 
{tow ſome partial reflection upon eccle- 
ſiaſtical hiſtory, and polemical theology, 
he inſults you with a ſcandalous proof 
of their inſincerity, their pertinacious 
lixing the fundamental principles of re- 
ligion in notional ſyſtems, in which they 
are compelled to own themſelves altoge- 
ther in the dark, whilſt they impudently 
claim for mere formal rites, or an implicit 
ſubmiſſion to their notions and diſcipline, 
a plenary indemnity for the each of all 
moral obligation. 


Wich regard to the odious caricatures 
he is wont to draw of the conduct, public 
and private, of the Engliſh clergy of the 
preſent day, it will avail you little to op- 
pale to this returning torrent of ſcanda- 

Bb lous 
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lous reproaches, your modeſt perſuaſion 
—that they proceed from His inveterate 
antipathy, that they ſpring from the'col- 
liſion of a contrariety of character, and 
are the mere effuſions of prejudice, —An 
impetuous burſt of mockery will here 
break forth againſt your gentle pallia- 
tives. Precious apologiſts truly! when 
their ſhameleſs vying with the weren and 
moſt profligate of us Laity, in 
mode of diſſipation and licemiouſtiehs is 
ſo notorious. No cognizance are you 
pleaſed to take of their rank hypoeriſy'n 
public, to cover atrocious vice in private, 
their inſufferable airs of haughtineſs, ever 
blended with mean ſervility, the diſ- 
grace their venal proſtitution britigs on 
their /acred function in this free nation, by 
becoming the dirtieſt tools in the hands 

of the vileſt ſlave of a 9 of end 
„„ amen want ag 


To this foul infult your proper hs, 
and beſt mode of vindicating the injured 
character of your brethren will be, by la- 
menting his misfortune, or the wilful 
error of his choice, in knowing only ſome 


of che worſt and moſt contemptible indi- 
55 viduals 
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viduals. of an order of men highly re- 
ſpeRable as benefical to the public, as 
appointed to the glorious employment of 
* workers, together with God, beſeeching men 
not ta receive the grace of God in vain *;" 
as ordained to maintain a ſalutary influ- 
ence over the minds of men, in eſtabliſh- 
ing the welfare and good order of ſoci- 
ety, by the force of divine truth, and a 
declaration of the eternal law of righte- 
_ ouſnels. Lou will confidently aſſure him 
that, in the opinion of all partial judges, 
no claſs of men exhibits a greater, or even 
a N vii jg number of juſtly reſpe&- 

ed characters; or ſo blameleſs, upon the 
whole, though not immaculate, as the 
clerical; 


You may add to this, that though a 
portion of diſgrace is refletted upon all 
profeſſions, from the enormities of cer- 
tain followers of the ſame vocation ; ne- 
vertheleſs the ſignal advantages mankind 
derives from the experience, wiſdom -or 
probity ''of many excellent men, who 
adorn the venerable faculties of law and 


* 2 Cor. vi. 1. 
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phyſie, enſure the ſolid eſteem of all men 
of ſenſe; whillt the filly, ignorant and in- 
diſcriminate railer alone abuſes, all the 
profeſlors of either, as a pack, of fraudu- 
lent quacks or, pettifoggers. The, ſecu- 
rity and glory reſulting to the public from 
the ſervices of the army and navy, not- 
withſtanding the inſamy attendant on the 
cowardice or villainy of a few individual 
retainers of both, never fail to procure 
due praiſe to thoſe who behave them- 
ſelves properly in their ſeveral ſtations, 
and to thoſe who diſplay a diſtinguiſhed 
conduct, fortitude and magnanimity, an 
exalted degree of reſpect. If you ſhall 
claim a ſimilar degree of candid treatment 
for the clerical function, dignified, as 
envy and malice dare not diſallow,” by 
many worthies, who have conferred the 
greateſt bleſſings, and done the higheſt 
honour to human nature, by whom will 
your claim be conteſted? By thoſe, 
ho whatever be their rank, or. titles, 
ſhould in point, of manners, or judgment, 
be commonly regarded as the refuſe and 
dregs of the community,— g- 
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© But where, he will exclaim, in the 


name of 'goodneſs, are theſe ſaid worthies 


fled, and how little does the preſent race 
of their ſucceſſors tread in their ſteps?” 
—You may, I truſt, without a bluſh, af- 
firm: that compared in reſpett to decent 
morals, to the honourable employment 
of their talents, for the advantage ſpiritual 
and temporal of thoſe committed to their 
care, to the real utility and public benefit 
to mankind, they may be fairly ſaid, if 
_ conſidered in a comprehenſive view, to 

excel their predeceſſors in times, which 
the ſpleen alone of your detractors in- 
elines them to prefer to the preſent : at 


the [/oyous era, for inſtance, of the reſto- 


ration of royalty; at the giorious recovery 
of our rights and liberties, by a timely 
Revolution, at the Hong days of triumph- 
ant toryiſm, that juſt preceded the“ happy 
ſettlement of our conſtitution, at the ac- 
ceſſion of the royal family now upon the 
throne, 'whom God long preſerve, to 
oY eftabliſh'” Pres” and happineſs, truth 
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0 The epithets CS 10 thoſe ſeveral cras, 
familiar once in the fluctuations of party, though leſs 
in uſc; at preſent, are not yet quite obſolete. 


and 


-- 
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and juſtice, religion and piety among us 
for all generations.” 


This reſolute aſſertion of the due ſhare 
of praiſe here attributed to theexiſtent body 
of the eſtabliſned Clergy, you will, it is 
hoped, be able to ſupport, upon ſure and 
poſitive grounds, if like your galled and 
relapſing penitent, you have critically 
noted, and duly reflected upon what you 
have been led to obſerve of mankind, 
but not like him, of the moſt worthleſs 
and corrupt part of it only, whom he has 
been pleaſed to honour with his acquaint- 
ance, through a fimilarity of irregular 
habits, in a courſe of faſhionable diſſipa- 
tion. Of theſe, his amphibious aſſociates, 
the ſageſt and moſt virtuous amongſt 
you will probably have as little ability to 
ſpeak from experience, as he can have 
of the truly reſpectable part, whoſe ac- 
| knowledged merits, and real dignity in 
humble ſtations, though they have ſeldom 
chanced, and never ſought to fall in his 
way, you may be confident in maintain- 
ing. You may allow that among thoſe 
whom he has choſen to diſtinguiſh by his 
countenance and commerce, may poſſibly 
be 
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be found thoſe characters diſgraced by 
the ſtigmas, affixed, by men of bad heads 
and worſe hearts, to the whole body of 
the clergy “ be groſſneſs of ignorance in 
believing an impoſture, or the more degrading 
and flagitious nfamy of ſupporting what they 
do not believe *,”—In whatever ſhape they 
are ſeen, clerical or lay, or the aforeſaid - 
compound of both, of ſuch miſcreants 
there cannot be two opinions, 


Upon their prevalence, at the preſent 
era, beyond the paſt, who ſhall pronounce 
with certainty but the Almighty Searcher 
of hearts? As far however as, (in the 
private recollection of above threeſcore 
years, your Addreſſer can trace back, or) 
the moſt accurate and extenſive informa- 
tion of printed memorials can throw ſome 
light, the general conduct of your or- 
der diſplayed in all it's varied aſpetts, 
with or without the requiſite allowances 
of candour, of which the temper of the 
times is remarkably niggard, reflects a 
claim to greater honour and credit in the 


* See a an \excellent charge of the Biſhop of Llandaff 
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riſing generations upon the whole, than 
that of any eren period. % Nay, 


eee. 


advancement can he ſeek 15 you, who 
have no revenue but your good ſpirits 7 
As a ſure token he does not mean it, he 
will venture juſt to hint a circumſtance, 
(ſhrewdly aſſigned by one who has plainly 
ſhewn, he means to ſhew us no right 

good-will, or ſerious reverence). as the 
prime efficient cauſe of our acknowledg- 
ed greater regularity of conduR, that 
the eyes of the laity are now opened 
upon it, with a ſeverer ſcrutiny than 
heretofore,” Accept with thaokfulneſs 
this favourable conceſſion from ſuch a 
quarter, let the inducement be what it 
will. Invite him, in return, to perſevere 
in that ſtrictneſs of inquiſition, from 
which, ſo far from ſhrinking, you receiye 
with pleaſure the advantage of a kind 
caution to be ever on your guard, and 
cheerfully prepared to face it. 


, : 1 
ite . 


Vou may at the ſame time aa ag 


declare, that in your preſent vindication 
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men rot his untnerited Feproaches; you 
have his real benefit chiefly in view: you 
are ſeeking the redreſs of an injury he is 
doing to himſelf more than to them: 
you are defirous of mitigating the fury of 
his fatally renewed antipathy to a pro- 
ſeſſion ordained to adminiſter a remedy 
to his diſtemper, A Portion of blame 
it has deſervedly incurred, upon which 
his ill-direfted cenſure never once has 
glanced. This it ſhall never be your wiſh 
to palliate, being ready to confeſs that 
on various accounts it falls with manifeſt / 
propriety on too many members of a 
church; moſt truly venerable in itſelf, and 
in general, admirably adapted to keep alive 
our ſenſe of duty to God and man. Ne- 
ver will you . (notwithſtanding your 
profound reſpect for it's conſtitution 
and ordinances, upon the whole,) main- 
tain, in conformity to the ſage ip/e dixit 
of Dr. "$:wadlin * that“ every tittle of 
our forms was the immediate diftate of 
divine inſpiration.” You will, on the 


* 
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other hand, readily allow, that it would 
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be vain to ſeek in an undiſturbed eccle- 
ſiaſtical eſtabliſnment, (which has not 
been brought to ſubmit to a reviſal, for 
two centuries and a half,) for examples 
of that heroic fortitude, that generous 
ardour in the cauſe of injured truth, that 
ſignal piety and purity of manners, which 
in times remote, far more auſpicious than 
the preſent to the diſplay of theſe virtues 
and graces, diſtinguiſhed the conſeſſors 
in the perſecuted primitive church, or the 
bright but ſtormy dawn of reformation 
from popery. 


It will alſo be not leſs judicious than 
candid, in diſcourſe with ſuch a man, to 
advance one ſtep farther in conceſſion. 
With regard to many an abſurd ſuperſti- 
tious notion, many a formal hypocritical 
pretenſion and practice, repugnant to the 
ſpirit of the goſpel, to true proteſtantiſm, 
to the doctrines of the moſt illuſtrious 
ſupporters of the credit of our church, 
it has pleaſed heaven to make ſome of the 
moſt virulent and leaſt clear- ſighted of 
this unbeheving tribe the unconſcious in- 
ſtruments of real ſervice to the cauſe of 
truth, by expoſing to juſt contempt and 

deteſtation 
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deteſtation the extreme folly and evil 
tendency of thoſe corruptions of it. The 
unwonted/ raſhneſs of their late attacks 
has ſeaſonably betrayed to the eyes of all, 
on which ſide they have expected to find 
religion moſt vulnerable. It is thus they 
have taught us the beſt mode of defending 
it. Againſt thoſe adventitious mixtures, 
which have dimmed the pure light, and 
impeded the natural efficacy of the goſpel 
doctrines, a gracious Providence has per- 
mitted them to ſtrike with moſt Wales 
and apparent ſucceſs, 


That eternal rock of tranſparent ada- 
mant, which approved it's unperiſhable 
ſubſtance againſt the rudeſt ſhocks it ſuſ- 
tained from the joint rage of the Jewiſh 
Sadducees, Phariſees and Seribes, and the 
fiery trial of the Grecian Sophiſts, or of 
Roman perſecutors, has nothing now to 
fear from the aſſaults, it withſtands from 
Atheiſts or Enthuſiaſts, or both unnatu- 
rally leagued againſt it. To chis age of 
Infidelity, as many an affrighted good ſoul, 
in anguiſh ſtiles it, is allotted 1t's-appoint- 
ed period. An Age of | Reaſon, (as per- 
ſons of a an oppoſite caſt of thought eſteem 

it,) 


[ be 


it,) you will not allow it to be properly 
called, as yet. Heaven only knows how 
ſoon it may be juſtly entitled an Age of 
fair and free Inquiry. Let us, though 
forrowing, yet reſigned, though full of 
boding apprehenſion, yet cheered with 
rays of comfortable hope, anticipate the 
as, when Chriſtianity ſhall be 'unani- 
mouſly embraced ; not as a ſeries of con- 
tentious ſpeculations, but as a complete 
unadulterated ſyſtem of moſt intereſting 
but plaineſt principles, of everlaſting im- 
portance, intelligible to all minds, en- 
deared to the affections of every good 
man. Then ſhall the hearts of all 
that truſt in God, be joyful in his ſalva- 
tion. The envy alſo of Ephraim ſhall 
depart, and the Lord ſhall ſet up an en- 
ſig n for the nations, and aſſemble the 
ed of Iſrael, and gather together the 
diſperſed of Judah from the four quarters 
of the earth.“ Of theſe fatal aberrations, 
(though each perhaps at firſt was venial, 
and harmleſs, as unattended. yet with that 
train of rancorous and malig gant paſſions, 
* which rex inſenſibly gale riſe,) too 
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hear no more of them, 11 


A worſe effect of theſe mad deviations 
{rom the mild ſpirit of the goſpel, more 
pernicious than the angry ſtrife they 
kindle, more afflictive to the rational and 
ſincere chriſtian than even the ridiculous 
triumphs they afford to the ſneering in- 
hdel, . is the, encreaſing progreſs of thoſe 
diſtracted contenders, againſt reaſon and 
virtue before noted, and their ſuccels in 
leading multitudes, aſtray from it's right- 
eous, pure and ſaving doctrines. Upon 
theſe, you will {till inſiſt with the half- 
reclaimed, but again revolting Libertine. 
You will declare them as they were de- 
liyered by the Saviour of mankind to 
men of imple unpolluted hearts, and 
minds unperplexed with the ſubtleties 
of falſe learning, myſtical. jargon, ,, or 
worldly. wildom., It would then be moſt 
ſcaſonable,. and no longer a difficult, taſk 
to make him fully, comprehend a truth, 
of. which he was, neyer, before aware, 2 
truth over which an inveterate habit of 
torturing the plain ſenſe of ſcripture, | 

Into 
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into pretended meanings impoſſible to be 
vindicated, or rendered at all intelligible, 
has in all chriſtian churches, contributed, 
more or leſs, to caſt a ſhade, _ 


It is thus alone you will make him 
ſenfible that the keeneſt ſhafts of infidelity, 
which have occaſionally taken effect on 
thoſe contentious gloſſes, have never 
once glanced, in the ſlighteſt degree, upon 
true religion. That heavenly guide re- 
veals to benighted man, in the cleareſt light, 
the only path, which leads to-perfeRion 
and happineſs, from which poor purblind 
mortals are continually ſtriking - aſide 
into utter darkneſs. A more inexplica- 
ble myſtery ſcarce occurs, than this, either 
in the natural works of the Deity, in his 
revealed word, or in the marvelous 'dil- 
penſations of his moral government. 
How 1s it conceivable, that the All-pow- 
erful, wiſe and good Creator ſhould call 
forth into being a creature endued with 
perception, intelligence, reaſon, ſhould 
invite him to the contemplation of the 
moſt important truths, ſhould imprels 
them in lively characters on his mind, as of 
prime concern to his preſent, his future, his 
1 eternal 
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eternal welfare ? Theſe bleſſed privileges, 
theſe ineſtimable endowments, how is it 
imaginable the Divine Providence ſhould 
ſuffer man -ſo wofully to pervert, by 
blending his own extravagant fancies 
with the ever-ſacred word of God, natu- 
ral or revealed, in ſuch manner as to 
confound and deaden all it's ſalutary 
effett ? This we know too well has ever 
been the conſequence of his involving in 
obſcurity it's moſt luminous truths, /1t's 
moſt important moral injunctions, in a 
diſtracting war of words, full of ſound 
and ay ſignifying mne Hbnt. 


To dhe "moſt intelligible 155 beet 
ſuggeſtions of eternal verity, what is the 
ranting enthuſiaſt pleaſed to ſubſtitute ? 
What he proclaims to be the eſſence, the 
 whole'conſtituent ſubſtance of his faith, 
nay the fundamental dottrines of all re- 
ligion, though they really teach him no- 
thing, fince upon theſe no two men, no, 
not any one man long together, has pre- 
ciſely affixed the ſame conſtruction. Thus 
it is, and thus it ever will be, when 
mortal man preſumes to be ſomething 
more than mortal, to be wiſe, or pretend 
| to 
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to knowledge, not only) “above that. 
which 1s written,” above what. Scripture 
has plainly revealed, but above that 
which God, who ordained his ſtation, or 
decreed the condition of his exiſtence 
here, has thought fit to grant him fa- 
culties to know.—Diſſatisfied with the 
light of reaſon, as too dim to aſſiſt him 
ſufficiently in exploring the depths of 
divine wiſdom, turning aſide from that of 
revelation itſelf, which expreſsly tells him 
bey belong to the Lord our God alone,” 
he ſoars, in his own conceit, above im- 
parted knowledge, human or divine, is 
loſt, ſinks back into himſelf, avows an 
internal diſregard for both, renounces all 
power of receiving light from either. 
His declared purpoſe is to penetrate, 
through all oppoſing difficulties, into 
prong day. Miſtaken wanderer! After 
long and ineffectual efforts, he is compel- | 

led, with humbler chriſtians, to give the 
name of darkneſs to light inaceſſible. 
Happy would it be for mankind, if they 
could all at * . in this point, 
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Deut. xxix. 29. | 
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and be contented with ſearching, in the 
Goſpel itſelf, to underſtand what it really 
is,“ 4 Light to lighten the Gentiles,” to 
impart uſeful knowledge to the ignorant, 
« Salbation, a prime object of their 
hope and truſt, prepartd befbre the fare 


of all people, ſet before the ſight, and ob- 
vious to the apprehenſion * "all intelli- 
gent ere beings.” Mm 


That 10 be written word of God, as in 
all nature, (his unwritten word,) are many 


things, which you do not, cannot com- 
prehend, you have not preſumed to deny. 


The only points, I have ſuppoſed you 


to have, (too repeatedly) occaſion to in- 
culcate, becauſe they have been too inju- 
riouſly to the credit of religion, obſti- 
nately conteſted ſtill, are theſe.—It is 
extreme folly to enforce a perpetually 
diſputed tenet, as a prime article of faith, 
neceſſary to ſalvation—It is withdrawing 


the attention due to truths clearly re- 


bewildering in the mazy ſubtleties of un- 


* Luke ii, 32. 
Ce availing 


vealed, and therefore generally intelligi- 
ble, becauſe of univerſal concern.—It is 
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availing controverſy that mind, which 
Chriſt came into the world purpoſely to 
fix upon objetts of immediate exigence, 
of eternal importance to its preſent and 
future welſare.— Finally it is giving oc- 
caſion to the adverſaries, of the Goſpel to 
exult in ſaying, that, by our own conſeſ. 
ſion, it is to us, and the ſole grand object 
of our faith, no revelation at all. 


It is by a clear and rational vindication 
alone—firſt, of the perſpicuity—then of 
the purity, and laſtly, of the tranſcendent 
excellence of the doctrines of chriſtianity, 
that you will confute the moſt plauſible 
objection of your half-converted, but ſud- 
denly relapſing Caviller. Having conſtant- 
ly found that the keeneſt invectives of this 
conceited free-thinker, this excluſive pro- 
prietor of all the reaſon in the world, are 
againſt implicit faith, you have obſerved 
them pointed with moſt inſulting mockery 
at a blind prejudice in favour of notions 
avowedly inexplicable.—You have there- 
fore patiently invited him to as accurate 
and ſtrict an examination, as he has 
thought fit, of all your religious opinions, 
| independent 
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independent of the authority of any church 
or council, never doubting that if really 
derived from God they will ſtand the 
ſevereſt teſt of human ſerutiny. Vou | 
have candidly required him to permit his 
contrary opinions to be as freely can- 
vaſſed. This he could not deny without 
incurring the imputation of vilſul blind- 
neſs or unnatural bias, which he ſo bounti- 
fully beſtowed on you. He has been ſtruck 
with inward ſhame, diſguiſed in outward 
indignation, at being convicted of that 
very bigotry, the conſtant butt of his ma- 
lignant ridicule, i in his rejection, without 
inquiry, of what an impartial attention 
muſt have approved to his deliberate 


judgment, as worthy of God, and conſo- 


nant to right reaſon. Vou have brought 
him to ſubmit to a mutually probing con- 
ference; in which you will have mani- 
ſeſted yourſelves as equitable and diſin- 
tereſted ſearchers after truth as he could 
ever pretend to be.—To an opponent of 


ſome erudition and diſcernment, you have 


evinced, by fair argument, that what he 
had haſtily ſuppoſed, what weak enthu- 
ſiaſts have furiouſly maintained to conſti- 
tute the whole eſſence of Chriſtianity, is 
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as repugnant to the ſpirit and tenor of 
the Goſpel-revelation, as it is to the clear- 
eſt ideas we can form of the nature of 
things —You have, in ſhort, compelled 
your revolted proſelyte to perceive, whe- 
ther he is willing to acknowledge it, or 
not, that what you have been amicably 
contending for is plainly this : That in 
what we properly call the word of God 
1s contained the ſum of all the moſt mo- 
mentous truths, relative to God, his na- 
ture, atttibutes, and works, his govern- 
ment and dealings with mankind, the 
_ decrees of his Providence in reſpect to 
their paſt, preſent and future ſtate, the 
ſanctions of the Laws, that he ordained to 
regulate the whole duty of man, as re- 
lative to himſelf, to other men, to his 
Creator, Sovereign, Law-giver and Judge, 
and finally the hope of everlaſting life, 
imparted by Chriſt, our Redeemer, of 
which the moſt exalted human mind, 
before his coming, had ſcarce ever ob- 
tained a dubious glimpſe, but which to 
the humbleſt is now © fully brought to 
light in the goſpel.” —If obſtinately per. 
fiſting ſtill in his career of impiety he is 
become incurably deaf to the voice of 
& heaven, 
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heaven, of conſcience, of reaſon, all far- 
ther attempts to reclaim him are, for the 
preſent, utterly ſuperſeded. You ſee him 
ruſhing SONY on to his final per- 
dition. 


x . SECTION Tv. 
Coe utterly deſperate. 


IF this fimplicity of religious truth, 
enforced, as it is hoped it will have been, 
with reſiſtleſs evidence, ſhall have only 
excited the hardened Infidel to exhibit 
the more his rooted averſion to it, in his 
former invectives, the caſe is def] perate ; 
your pious taſk is at an end. It is when 
delivered in it's genuine purity, without 
diſguiſe, or adventitious mixture, that the 
ied) of. God * ſearches the very heart 
and reins,” diſcloſes each lurking vice, in 
"a darkeſt.. receſles, and the ſources of his 
inveterate rancour againſt it-in the foul- 
neſs of his real character and principles. 
After being engaged ſo long in a hopeleſs 
conteſt with an opponent of this obdurate 
olg. thus convicted of being ha- 

bitually 


FE % 
bitually alienated from virtue and godli- 
neſs, ere he commenced his frantic aſſault 
againſt the majeſty of heaven, you will 
at length too ſenfibly perceive that you 
have been waſting your friendly care 
upon a callous wretch, whoſe blindneſs 
and obduracy, he alone who formed the 
heart as well as the eye, can cure, You 
have, in fact, been combating, as his de- 
cided actuating principles, what have no 
poſitive influence at all, in the direction 
of his conduct, and no longer any exiſ- 
tence now in a mind wholly palſied and 
dead to all ſenſe of right and wrong, 


though fatally alive alone to ungovern- 
able paſſion. | 


Let it be your OPT" that by your 
temperate addreſs, and meek demeanour, 
ſo oppoſite to his own, you have not 
ſought, to' brave or exaſperate his brutal 
inſolence. It has unhappily failed to 
engage his attention to the righteous 
cauſe; and your ſoundeſt ments, 
| however unanſwerably they have confu- 

ted, have not at all convinced him, De- 
feated and caſt down to earth again and 
| again, Anteus-like, he has inſtantly ſprung 
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up, with undiminiſhed obſtinacy of re- 
ſiſtance, from which he will not ſnrink 
till his impiety expires with his laſt breath. 
You' will, at any rate, have done your 


duty, as the faithful ſervants of your 


meek. Redeemer. _ Look up to Him, the 
« Captain of your Salvation, for the ef- 


fect, and partial ſucceſs of your charitable 


endeavours to reſtore. this rebellious ſon 
to the pardon and acceptance of the Al- 
mighty Sovereign, but moſt Gracious 
Father of the univerſe. Far be it from 
you to aſſign a limit to the mercy of his 
compaſſionate Creator and Judge. But 
you are warranted both from reaſon and 
ſcripture to declare, that a right ſpirit 
can never be renewed in that breaſt, with- 
out a ord we! diſplay of the Ane 
power, by a new'creation. To'the bound- 
leſs goodneſs of that God, „ bone 
workerh "great" marvels,” you will 'refign 
that efficacy of verfififion, which exceeds 
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- CONCLUDING CHAPTER. 
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Hue G traced: the mockery of the 

Libertine, through 1 it's ſeveral ſtages, 
9 7 it's firſt riſe to it's laſt fatal extreme, 
and faintly intimated the moſt probable 
method of proceeding towards a cure of 
this peſtilent miſchief, till every gleam of 
hope is utterly extinguiſhed, we are pre- 


pared religiouſly to obſerve the earneſt 
exhortation of St. Paul, to walk cir- 
cumſpeRly, leſt by any means our minds 
be corrupted from the ſimplicity, which 
| | 18 


4 
oX* 


„ 
is in Chriſt.“ An anſwer is ready to 
our only remaining inquiry: What are 
the beſt preſervatives, to ſecure us from 
all taint of the like infection ourſelves ? : 


Let us firſt eſtabliſh a deep and firm 
impreſſion in our hearts of the unnatural 
ſtate of that ſoul, which the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of it's Almighty Author origi- 
nally endued with ſuch excellent faculties, 
when it loſes all ſenſe of duty, of reve- 
rence, of love to him, It embraces 
miſery, deformity; diſgrace : yet in the 
very pangs of diſappointment, in the 
horrors and agonies of deſpair itſelf, it 
only regrets it's inability to enjoy them, 
perſiſting ſtill to call them pleaſure, 
beauty, and true glory. It's beſt affec- 
tions, thus alienated beyond recovery 
from God and religion, thus transformed 
into degenerous and ſinſul habits, are 
doomed, like evil ſpirits, to haunt and 
diſtract it, and at length utterly to dil: 
qualify it for the enjoyment of peace or 
comfort more. Continually beſet with 
evils on every fide, it has rejected from 


* 2 Cor, xi. 3. 


himſelf 
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himſelf for ever the ſole ſupport, and 
ſovereign remedy, which the wiſe: Con 
troller of his nature =_ a ena to be 
afforded under them. 5 


m ben next n our eyes from ihe 
painful contemplation of theſe adverſaries 
of religion and ſound reaſon. Let us 
raiſe them, with a ſtedſaſt attention and 
reſpett, to the moſt generally diſtinguiſned 
for ſuperior talents, an extenſive compaſs 
of acquired knowledge, ſolidity and 
ſtrengih of judgment * eabelliſhed: with 
every cardinal virtue, Juſtice, Prudence, 
Temperance and Fortitude; all exerted, 
with becoming zeal; in the righteous 
cauſe, and for the common good; ve 
ſnall find them to have been conſtantly 
eminent alike for the profound venera- 
tion they have paid to the acknowledged 
Ruler of their deſtiny. Their ſucceſſes 
they have conſtantly aferibed to their 
Creator, Preſerver and eternal Friend, 
their abilities to the © Father of lights, 
from whom! every good and perſect giſt 
cometh,” the ſource of their exiſtence, 
and of all that is beautiſul, great and ex- 
cellent in the univerſfqme. 
US! It 
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It is by ſetting thus before our eyes, in 
ſtriking contraſt, the natural and neceſſary 
influence of theſe oppoſite characters on 
the welfare, peace and comfort of man- 
kind, that we obtain the moſt perſuaſive 
evidence, the moſt lively perception of 
the reality of ſacred truth. Mark well 


the clear and full reſult of the compariſon. 
How hateful, how deſpicable; how dif- 


gracefa} to their ſpecies, are the wretches 
unreſtrained by any principle, moral or 
religious, that compoſe the former group 
How highly venerated; and full of glory 
is the faithful band of emmently virtuous 
and pious worthies! ho gratefully. cele- 
brated by all that itſelf is laudable in the 


admiring world! Willing or not to tread 


inthe ſame honourable track, all are com- 
pelled to acknowledge, and 1 to 
enjoy the e of _ N e 


Woti Fey E 


SECTION un. 
Examples preſented in ſucceſſon. 


27 moſt e ſages of Phan 6 — 
Ty -habituated to trace the veſliges of 
e 


r 
che wonderful phenomena, the beneficent 
 effelts of well adapted ſecond cauſes, diſ- 
played in the natural world, were im- 
pelled to adore. the ſupreme.” power, 
goodneſs and wiſdom of ſome Unknown 
Firſt Cauſe. An ever-reſtleſs curioſity 
awakened 'by degrees into piety, which 
every new extenſion of their diſcoveries, 
improved by reflection, exalted more and 
more. In the contemplation indeed of 
the moral world great and lamentable 
confuſion preſented itſelf, which occaſion- 
ally drove their minds into painful per- 
plexity. To an eye attentive only to this 
tranſitory ſcene, it was but a feeble ray, 
that unaſſiſted reaſon. could afford to 
overcome this grievous difficulty. Vet 
though it ſometimes ſtaggered, it ſeldom 
overſet their well-eſtabliſhed principles. 
The idea of a ſupremely intelligent and 
powerful Arbiter of all events, ett 
or proſperous, was ever JO to their 
minds. D 


"W—+ 
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* ou have bebeld them Len by 
propitious heaven, in reward for their 
r of heart, to a more ſucceſsful 

rack. os Inquiry. Vou have obſerved. 
them 
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them labouring firſt with anxious ſur- 
mizes, then ſuddenly {truck with ſome 
cheering intimations of a future ſtate, 
where all theſe irregular diſpenſations of 
good and evil may poſſibly be compen- 
ſated. But as thoſe uncertain glimmerings. 
of an approaching dawn, ſprang up in 
their minds, together with them roſe the 
miſts of doubt and fear. Theſe often 
dimmed, but appear not ever to have 
totally quenched thoſe inſpiriting gleams 
of hope. To the twinkling lamp of phi- 
lolophy they had {hill recourſe anew, It 
ſeemed, at one inſtant, in earneſt to dil- 
pel, but at the next, by fits, to counterfeit 
a ſadder gloom, beguiling their defeated, 
though honourable reſearches, berween | 
ſhade and ſhining. You may recollect, 
in numberleſs inſtances, how ſpirited, how 
laudable were the efforts of theſe excel- 
lent men; yet how precarious, - how _ 


almoſt hopeleſs to vindicate the dark 


and intricate plans of that Providence, 
which with a ſteady purpoſe of ſoul, 47 0 
ſtill revered. Theſe eagle - eyed ſages, to 
whom, by a learned education, you have, 
of courſe, been led to look up, with due 
reſpeR, it is now the mode, as well for the 
faſhionable 
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faſhionable tribes of ignorant and empty 
praters, as for the ſtupid adherents to 
implicit faith, ſtrangely to depreciate. 
Yet how worthy of commendation and 
eſteem are theſe ardent, though unſuc- 
ceſsful ſearchers after truth, when. con- 
traſted with the ' noxious inſett- ſwarms 
of modern philoſophiſts, againſt whoſe 
increaſing inſolence you may now expect 
to be daily, by profeſſion, called upon to 
engage, unleſs you are rather inclined to 
turn away your aching ſenſe, vie: Impa- 
tience and diſguſt. 


Zut let us now, with renovated hearts, 
Fes on to that unclouded day, when 
e the Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe, with heal- 
ing in his wings,” to diſplay the preſent, 
paſt and future counſels of our God, and 
at his new creative word, to bring life 
and immortality to hight. Let us, with 
recovered comfort, and eſtabliſhed vigour 
of principle, review, as they pals in bright 
ſucceſſion, the lives of the moſt dif- 
tinguiſhed Saints and Martyrs of the 
primitive Church. We ſee them diſpen- 


* Malachi, iv. 2. 
ſing 
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ſing through the faded twilight of pagan 
wordly-wiſdom, the celeſtial day-ſpring 
from on high, as they received it directly 
reflected on them by © the expreſs image 
of his Father's glory.” Lament we muſt 
the unhappy change, which their Suc+ 
ceſſors exhibited, by their departure from 
the ſimplicity of evangelical truth, in the 
century immediately ſubſequent to that 
of this auſpicious era“. This fatal. de- 
fection from it's original purity, clearly 
predicted in holy ſeripture, firſt aroſe 
ſrom the temporiſing ſpirit of it's preach- 
ers, who ſought to accommodate the 
Chriſtian doctrine with the tales af the 
heathen prieſthood, and the dreams, the 
fictions, not the ſolid, the rational tenets 
of their philoſophers, whillt for every 
valuable remnant of ancient literature, that 
bore the ſtamp of true genius, and ſound 

wiſdom, they inſenſibly loſt all rſpect. + 


Thus 


See Joh. Alphonſi Turretini Orat. Acad. de variis 
Chriſt. doctr. fatis, where the corruptions of Chriſt- 
ianity are exhibited with learning and judgment. 

+ Have not your minds, both learned and rational, 
as well as pious, been often diſagreeably ſtruck, on 

obſerving 
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Thus triumphant over the powers of 
reaſon, and of revelation, © ingenium 
ſuum præceps eccleſiæ ſacramenta fece- 
runt, ſays Jerom, in his Commentary on 
Iſaiah, In their progreſs of apoſtacy from 
both, they retained at length of Chriſt's 
holy inſtitution only a few indiſtinct and 
ſhadowy forms, accompanied with a ſtun- 
ning gibberiſh of pretended tenets, ut- 
terly unconceivable, and ſuch as would 
have been rejected by the bleſſed Apoſtles, 
with amazement and indignation. They 
are ſtill, profeſſedly at leaſt, held ſacred in 
a church, the approaching downfal of 
which, well-nigh completed, you mult 
expect to hear many a brother, of pious. 
affections, and weak judgment, piteouſly 
deplore ; as if the foundations of religion 
and truth could be ſhaken, their very ex-, 
iſtence endangered, by the diſcomfiture 
of error and bigotry. 


oblerring this ſhameful tendency, ſo l pre- 
valent at this day, though not without many honour- 
able exceptions, among the higher orders of our 
countrymen ? Has it not grieved you to hear them 
decry what their anceſtors, two centuries ”— un- 
derſtood how to. Beep "ks 10 gd Oy 
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1 is painful to look back upon the 
diſaſtrous ages, that followed this defec- 
tion. The ever-reſtleſs ambition of de- 
generate churchmen perpetually fomented 
every other more malignant paſſion, when 
exalted into favour, at the courts, and 
admitted into the cabinet intrigues of 
weak and wicked Sovereigns. They. 
eſtabliſhed by degrees their ſpiritual ty- 
ranny over the underſtandings and con- 
ſciences of men. They conſpired the 
more effectually to baniſh real Chriſtiani- 
ty from the face of the earth, by ſubſti- 
tuting inſtead of it, and under it's name, 
a worle than pagan ſuperſtition, by grant · 
ing to a blind reyerence for them indul- 
gences for every crime, and to external 
ſhews of piety a diſpenſation from all 
moral-duties. They ſo far accompliſhed 
their fatal purpoſe, that a compariſon of 
the diſmal ſtate of thoſe times. with the 
preſent wer" vo upon a little ſedate reflec- 
tion, eaſily. convince our molt afflicted 
and repining zealot, that his wonted ſur- 
mize is a falſe one. Neither is the de- 
graded ſtate of moral principles ſunk ſo 
low, at this day, as it was then; nor is 
che light of the goſpel ſo apparently 
D d fading 
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15 the return of a ae 4757 
darkneſs, proceeding from the ſuccels of 
our lawleſs neighbours in the overthrow 
of all religious eſtabliſhments is, 1 truſt, 
moſt unlikely to take place, i in this country 
eſpecially, either in this, 'or any future 


{#7} . 
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dog 


The baleful ck, which is always 
ſimilar in it's operations, in this imperfect 
ſtate of humanity, counteracted then, and 
till counterafs, but by che bleſſing of 
God, with enfeebled malignity, the for 
of divine Truth. In that diſtant dark 
epocha, it was extreme licentiouſneſs and 

profligacy of manners, conſequent upon 
the groſſeſt , ber countenanced by 
ſoyereign authority, iſſuing from the 
corrupt centre of government, in dege⸗ 
nerate and enſlaved Rome, that diffuled 
hat general diſpoſition to ball 
the genuine purity of the go ſpel, 
Implicit obſervance of infign icant cere- 
ö monies, and e empty forins bf doctrine, 
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alike inapplicable to the heart and under- 
ſtanding, which pervaded every province 
of its vaſt empire. This defiance and ſo- 
lemn mockery of the majeſty of heaven, 
was permitted to proceed from bad to 
worſe, till the meaſure of their iniquities 
was full, and brought on the penal blind- 
neſs that enſued. Then it was that it's 
tardy vengeance commiſſioned firlt the 
Goths and Vandals, and afterwards the 
Saracens to become the inſtruments of 
offended juſtice, by involving the guilty 
nations in conſuſion and darkneſs more 
permanent, and terrible in it's conſequen- 
ces, than that which the impieties of 
Pharaoh brought down upon his afflicted 
ſubjects, 


Let us relieve our grievous reſearches 
through this vaſt gloom of overwhelm- 


ing ignorance, by ſeeking to trace, at 


varied intervals, the diſtinguiſhable foot- 
ſteps of many a venerable confeſſor, who 
animated with the ſpirit of piety, undiſſem- 
bled and ſincerely chriſtian integrity, 
became patterns of wiſdom, truth and 
virtue, worthy of that general imitation, 
chich they were molt unlikely to inſpire 
"ODS 0 
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of their conflicting factions, the diſtractive 
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in their turbulent and lawleſs, or abject 
and ſervile contem The tumult 


influence of each prevailing ſect, all equal - 
ly. averſe from what St. Paul has ſtiled 
« * the end of the commandment,” were foes 
alike *to Charity, out of a pure heart, of 
4 good conſcience, and of faith unfeigned, 


from which ſome having ſwerved, (Note 


here the caution of this heavenly com- 
miſſioned momitor,) have turned gde into 
vain jangling ; deſiring to be teachers of the 
law, underſtanding neither what 69 a, 
nor whereof they Men.“ e 


Von mod bar oblerved;' in l l 
writings of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 


that the articles of faith, which are there 


propounded, are few and ſimple, and ap- 
pear, at firſt ſight, level to the capacity 
of every ſound heart, and plain, under- 


Nanding. Of their ſophiſtication, by tbe 


addition of novel notions, | and various 
disfigurements of theſe at every freſh 


coinage, there is ſcarcely a page in the 


hiſtories we have onion to, which has 


. 1 Tim, l, 5s 6, 1. 
not 
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not © aſtoniſhed you with inſtances of 
ſtrange exorbitance. They converted 
Theology into an Art or ſible trade of 
myſtery,” ſays an eloquent and eminently 


judicious: Father.“ Ihe 'faith was no 


longer that of the goſpe!, but a mere 
formulary, or peculiar mode of ſpeech, 
or external ritual, in current uſe at ſome 
particular time and place. | 57 
Among their many novel modes, upon 
which, as rocks of offence,  (-wnwe,) you 
have, no doubt, occaſionally ſtumbled in 
your theological ſtudies, allow me to in- 
dicate one, the occaſion of which was 
natural enough, but the effects were ſingu- 
larly ſtriking ; the adoration, I mean, of 
ſome favourite Saint, among the crowd 
of canonized polemics, commonly; the 
moſt vehement ſtickler for ſome abſtruſe 
doctrine, then fiercely defended, but ſince 
confuted, obſolete, or duly conſigned to 


the duſt of oblivion. You will trace, with 


the higheſt degree of probability, the origin 
of N Amir! en, 1 to man 


8 Baſil, (of Cæſarea.) His words are Texy9nyvow 
N Stone. 


ancient 
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ancient champions of implicit faith tn 
revelation unrevealed. You will find it 
in the oratorical rants of their enthufiaſti- 
cal preachers, now diſguſtingly imitated 
in our modern tabernacles. Even the 
celebrated Sermons of a Chryſoſtom, a 
Gregory of Nazianze are not without 
many Apoſtrophes like the following— 
* O thou bleſſed Spirit, if thou art per- 
mitted by Almighty God to have cogni- 
zance of our affairs here below, to be 
preſent at this aſſembly, to attend to this 
diſcourſe, to hear the prayers, to read, 
with intuitive perception, the thoughts of 
this faithful people. 2 


In what ſenſe that ſame fairhful people 
commonly took theſe bold figures of 
ſpeech, became ſoon apparent in the ob- 
vious eſſects on weak and credulous 
minds. To the ceaſeleſs adoration of ſome 
adopted Saint, in total excluſion of the 
reſpeR due to the only God, they added 
of courſe a preference of human tenets 
to the Divine Word, or eſteemed the latter 
only as it could be made ſubſervient to 
interpret, and eſtabliſh the former, The 
empire of monkery, ariſing from this 


crazy 
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crazy ſuperſtition, was allowed by Provi- 
dence, for purpoſes inſerutable by wiſdom 
leſs than heavenly, to extend itſelf inſen- 
ſibly in all parts of the chriſtian world, 
It became every, where the deyoted abettor 
of the, uſurpation of Pontiffs, immerſed 
in ſecular intrigues, who fomented party- 
rage, and perpetual feuds, not leſs civil 
than eccleſiaſtical, with no other view 
than to exalt their own dominion. It 
grew itſelf into power, reputation for 


ſanctity, and a monopoly of the little 


learning, yet ſubſiſting among mankind, 
the reſt was loſt amidſt univerſal barba- 
riſm, or moſt profound ſupidary, 


Hear the candid e of the 


wretched ignorance of thole times, which 


the force of truth extorts from a cele- 


brated Cardinal, a powerful ſupporter of 
the church, and a candidate, well-nigh 


ſucceſsful, for the Papal chair. Hear 


even him declare his painful ſenſe of the 
abomination of deſolation eſtabliſhed in 
the temple of the Lord. 2 God ap- 


* See Annals of Baronius, about the end of the gh 
11 1 Century. 


peared, 
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peared, in this dark age, to have forſaken 
ſleep in his ſtorm- braten bark, whilſt there 
was no one by to awaken him.“ That 
by ſeveral ſuch paſlages as this, he ſhould 
have incurred fo liule the diſpleaſure of 
che ſupporters of Sacerdotal deſpotiſm, 
manifeſtly the principal cauſe of the ſaid 
profound ignorance, can thus alone be 
accounted for : Well-apprized of their 
temper, craft and policy, he knew exactly 
all he had to fear, when compelled here 
and there to pay a brief homage at the 
ſhrine of Truth: He was cautious to 
qualify it ſo, that he might never be ſuſ- 
petted of any undutiful intention againſt 
the papal authority. As fubtle an apolo- 
gilt, upon occaſion, for a mean tempo- 
rizer, as Edmund Waller, in the cele- 
brated Dialogues of a learned and inge- 
nious Prelate, he would not for the World 
have you to think, he meant {lily to in- 
* that what the adoring multitude 
looked up to as the ſole infallible guide 
to Truth, was in fact the mvincible gant 
Gian of eſtabliſhed error. 


1443 


* See Hurd's Dialogues, Moral ard Political. 
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Through this long trance, in which 
alike lay proſtrate both human reaſon and 
divine revelation, they exhibited never. 
theleſs, from time to time, amidſuſpended 
ſigus of life, ſome apparent preſage of a 
deſtined revival. A plain unlettered man 
of Dauphiny, Peter de Valdo, of a cha- 
racter not unreſembling that of the firſt 
Apoltles, appeared in the twelfth century. 
A fervent zeal for the fimplicity of the 
evangelical doctrines, a declared enmity 
to all conſtraint on private conſcience, 


he tempered and rendered reſpectable by 


an unbounded charity, and the ſtricteſt 
moral purity. Of theſe graces he was 
indeed a ſhining pattern. He inveighed 
againſt the tyranny of ſuperſtition with 

at fortitude, ſeconded ſoon by a nu- 
merous band of- followers in Languedoc. 
Short was the ſucceſs of an attempt con- 
dutted with too little regard to human 
_ prudence. Calamitous and horrible was 
the iſſue of their oppoſition to ooh exter- 


CN ins, of poperyt 


It was little more than a neut utter 
the heinous maſſacres, committed by the 
f ragtic ſatellites of eſtabliſhed abuſe and 


error, 
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error, upon theſe intelligent and pious, 
though illiterate maintainers of the pure 
faith in Chriſt, chat aroſe our more en, 
lightened Countryman Wickleff, who, in 
the fourteenth, imparted to the world, 
with a permanent effect, that liberty of 
acceſs to the pure word of God, and al, 
ſerted that general right of interpreting 
the ſame, by * light of each man's pri- 
vate reaſon and conſcience, from which 
all ranks of men had long ſubmitted to 
be debarred. The reſiſtleſs energy of 
his inſtructions, communicated to his 
German adherents, Hus, and Jerom, and 
through them to countlels tribes of ſerious 
and ſincere diſciples, in every part of 
Europe, in the fifteenth, extended far and 
wide, and illuſtrated by their bright ex- 
amples, too numerous to be recounted 
en * een of that refermmien! ag 


To the * eee: the 
bleſſed reſtoration of genuine Chriſtianity 
in che ſixteenih century, two very dif- 
ferent cauſes marvelouſly concurred. The 
diſperſion weſtward of the learned Gre- 
cians, by the Turkiſh invaders of their 
country, opened ſuddenly to the wonder 
8 | ing 
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ing eyes of the weſtern nations, the hidden 
treaſures of ancient knowledge, not of 
the Greek alone and the Hebrew, but of 
the long lighted, and almoſt forgotten 
Latin Literature, 
their unſought apparition from the grave 
attracted general curioſity and admiration. 
They did more. In all, who were not 
diſqualified by diſſipation, indolence, or 
natural incapacity, they excited, what we 
ſee they ſtill excite, in a leſs degree, at 
this day, when preſented to any. mind, 
that can boaſt divine particulam aurz, an 
ardent deſire, flrſt, to inveſtigate minutely 
and crincally the various beauties of thoſe 

re produttions of cultivated genius. 
They dwelt on them with rapturous de- 
light, they ſtrove to emulate themſelves 
thoſe very excellencies, which the faſhion- 
able ſons of dullneſs, and the uneducated 
gabblers among the methodiſts alone, are 
now Were to depreciate. 


The other cauſe alluded to, as Font 
in immediate operation, and more potent 
and fortunate ſtill in future conſequences, 
was the invention of Printing; how ſea- 
ſonably, how providentially brought forth 
£4 | at 
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at this auſpicious period! Can we enough 
expreſs our pious gratitude for that be. 
nign diſpenſation, which ordained” this 
admirably uſeful invention to ſpread the 
public diſtribution,” not of thoſe ineſtima- 
bly precious treaſures only of antique 
wiſdom, but of thoſe alſo, which the glow. 
ing hearts, and ſtudious heads af their 
illuſtrious imitators, almoſt ' inſtantane- 
_ ouſly; produced? It happily placed the 
acquiſition of theſe treaſures' within the 
reach of the leſs elevated and leſs affluent, 
who perchance may ſometimes'be not the 
leaſt liberal and noble-minded members 
of the learned profeſſions. Though often 
grolsly perverted, and productive of oc- 
_ cafional miſchief, though a formidable 

object of jealouſy even to a righteous, but 
perhaps unpopular government, may it's 
tranſcendent benefits, upon the whole, be 
univerſally acknowledged, and it's liberty 
remain for ever uncontrolled, except by 
a neceſſary regard to the paramount and 
eternal laws, that regulate our duties to 
God and man. e 15 W 
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reſurreftion af religion and learning from 
the death · like trance of many ages, to 

which, it greatly contributed by the pro- 
vidential converſion of the purſuits. of 
intelligent men, eagerly engaged at ſirſt in 
exciting the public attention to the anci⸗ 
ent models of polite literature, but 
prompted to the nobler and more impor- 
tant employment of ſetting forth accurate 
editions and illuſtrations of the moſt juſtly 


celebrated expounders and enforcers, of 


the great practical truths and duties of 
natural and e religion. 4 
RL ew! 
Thus far — panegyric held. it's, due 
courſe. _ But it may here be proper to 
interrupt it for lels pleaſing objecis of at- 
tention. . Let your eſteem and gratitude 
for the bold — the well-dixeted 
labours, the valuable diſcoveries of theſe 
warthies be regulated by matured and 
impartial judgment. They were, in 
truth, not always conſiſtent, or alike ſuc- 
ceſsful, ;.. Of their unexampled applica- 


tion — their beloved ſtudies, of their 
zealous endeavours, and ſtrict attention to 


elear the 1 Rr of the 9 0 
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they had ſo long been buried, of their in- 
trepid conſtancy in maintaining. its ge. 
nuine ſpirit, in oppoſition to the cruel 
threats, and ſanguinary inflictions of ſpi- 
ritual and civil tyranny, Lou cannot think 
too highly. Wonderlully raiſed they 
were, in theſe reſpetts, above the ordinary 
pitch of human approaches to perfection. 
Yet were the very beſt and wiſeſt of them 
frail and imperfett mortals still. They 
were deficient in many points, Which the 
leſs. earneſt and indefatigable, but more 
fortun?te induſtry. of ſeveral. ſucceeding 
generations, down to the WIS times, 


eg nay err . 


10 one Wal, one 2 5 diſcredie 
able error of theirs, every conſiſtent pro- 
teſtant, with deep, concern, beholds them 
at times unaccountably ſhrinking back: 
A declared renunciation of the original 
and fundamental principle of the Reſor- 
mation, with reſpect to the rights of pri- 
vate judgment. We are amazed to ſee 
thoſe very men, to whom we have lately 
looked up with ſo much reverence, as 
highly exalted above human frailty, ſo 
ee degraded. to its loweſt pitch. 
8 When 
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When arrived at their prime of ſtrength 
and dignity. Lean ve believe it 7 they be- 


trayed in ſtrange ſymptoms eben of an 


apparent depravity of heart, to what 


horrid extremities opinionative pride and 


ſelf will, inflamed by a ſpirit of party; 
could impel the yet ungovernable minds 
of | diſtinguiſhed ' Confeſſors-. What a 
homefelt leſſon is here preſented to you, 
ye ſincere and fervent young Miniſters of 
the Goſpel of peace! What a mortifying 
ſenſe muſt it raiſe of human weakneſs, 
and the miſchief of impetuous paſſions, 
when we behold theſe renowned aſſertors 
of the glory of their Lord and Maſter, 
and the perfect purity of his doctrine, 
thus atrociouſly inſult bim, by apoſtati- 
zing from that firſt law of meekneſs and 
mutual forbearance, by which alone he 
declared an toy dee a 
trus n 2 | 
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tles ſaſficient pies to ne to 
your view a few inſtances of their moſt 
heinous deviations from this gracious law. 
However reluctant to proceed to this 


painful conſideration, vou muſt allow it 
to be no unſuitable digreſſion; but pro- 
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perly appertaining to the-ſubjef of ibis 


Addreſs. - If you are ſincerely ſalicitous 
to perſuade the, adverſaries of out holy 
religion io entertain a more reſpettſul 
opinion of it, let them {re that it in)oine 
you to condemn, with yet greater ſeverity: 
than themlelves, that intolerant ſpirit, that 


_ diſgraces che character of each theres; 


polemic. You cannot declare too ſtrongly 
a4 horror at the unchriſtrian fury f 
+ Calvin condemning to the flames: 
a zealous Unitarian , of exemplary; 
3 and eminently uſcful talents, ſor 
ſpeaking differently from him, upon a 


point, above the apprehenſion oſ either mp 


your aſtoniſhment at the ineonceivable 


approbation of this ſhocking ſentrnce by 


calmneſs of a Zuinglius, vhenſſentending 
a poor Anabaptiſt Heretic to be drowned. 
in the Elbe, with this cool taunt, N qui 


iterum mergit mergatur; juſt at the 


time when a Lutheran Scbiſmaue was 
condemning a Zwinglian Separatiſi to dhe 
like fate :—at the very prime champion 
for the rights of conſcience, Luther, na- 


® Servetys. 


'- 
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turally of a ſiery temper, yet not liking” 
to imbrue his hands in the blood of the 
Zuinglians or Calviniſts, contenting him- 
ſelf with gently recommending to his 
gratibus Patrom, the Elector of Saxony 
to iſſur againſt theni the ſoft Arret of a 
perpetual imptiſonment in the darkeſt 
cells of a mad · houſe. Over the lamented 
variations of a Gummer, from his firſt 
profeſſion, ſain would you caſt a veil : 
but his moſt flagrant inconſiſtency, muſt 
not eſcape your ſevereſt cenſure, his 
dooming a weak female Arian “ to the 
ſame death at a ſtake, which ſo ſoon 
after awaited'' himſelf, Of the extreme 
eruelties in flicted on the Arminian party 
by the Gomariſts in the Seven Provinces, 
upon the Puritans and 'Preſbyterians, 'in 
England, doring the firſt five reigns of 
our Proteſtant Sovereigns, you vill be 
careful to obtain ample information, by 
inveſtigating their hiſtory more at large, 
than you would endure to ey it er 9% 
in this _ ann 
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Let it urge you to purſue the ſubjet 


ſeriouſly; under the guidance of Fuller, 
a Neale, a Heylin, a Ruſhworth, 8 Bur- 
net, a Jortin, a Lardner, a Moſheim. 11 
is indeed moſt requiſite that you ſhould 
be fully apprized to what ſhameful. enqr- 
mities, a tyrannical paſſion / ſor enforcing 


particular modes of worſhip, faith, r 
diſcipline, on the, one hand, and a ra- 


cbrous: oppoſition to them, on the otbes, 


has driven different ſed of Proteſiants, 


each rationally claiming ſor, itſelf, but 
moſt irrationally ſeeking to preclude all 
the reſt from a ſafe and unmoleſted en- 
joyment of, their on perſuaſian. Von 
will then be fully aware, of the; expody- 
ency of acquiring this knowledge before 
you engage in the taſk of reclayming, 
reaſoning Infidel, or a Bigotted ſos o 
common ſenſe, to AX 6 truth, or ſe 


Fra. nalen. f „ 6 T4) eh * 4 
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- You Laden be happily relieved from 


Aa n moſt embarraſſing to the con- 
ſcientious aſſerter of any particular or ex- 


eluſive ſyſtem, of religiouß tenets, be it 


ever ſo defenſible, in it's moſt eſſential 


Parts when it it ſhall he univerſally agreed 
that 


[ #9 J 
that im every human inflitution, error and 
impeFfeRtion” will aſſuredly be diſcernible 
i ſome petit öt other“ A more ho- 
nourtible fefvice cannot be done to our 
excellent Chafch eſlabliſhment, which we 
eſteem che moſt perfect, upon the whole, 


that Was ever yet framed by the ütmöſt 


effort of hilinan intellest, aſſiſted by che 
word of ' God!" than by a frank and open 
declaration that we are ever ready to 
p&#riiit;"to invite,” nay generouſly to ei- 
'tburage every Fair and liberal canvas of 
a1 its parts, of thoſe eſpecially, in which 
fuſpichon "Hes" of any poſſible defect. It 
yas thus che faireſt Edition of 'a molt. 
invaluable! production of cultivated "hu- 
Wan" genius ied from the preſs “, with- 
dür a Higle blemiſh, The truly honour- 

'Faicor, by a fimilar confident in- 
fitafton,” and promiſe of reward for the 
Fyer ſt 
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* THEN, al, then only,  * ® ſhall the 
path of che juſt be as te ſhiping light, 
that ſhineth Fer more and more, u 
he perſect da; when, reſigning o 
God che things, which belong unto God. 
the children of men, ſhall attend to iht 
things which alone belong unto the, 
which from the moment they are actualh 
revealed, are of courſe na longer myferipus. 
Then ſhall all men of a ſound und 
ing ceaſe at once to contend for a ſanciſn 
nniformity of opinion, in matters, about 


which che human mind really can form no 


opinion at all. From pronouncing 
remptorily upon theſe we are with 
by the ſame God, who declares, by, his 
Preacher, that . 4 Pride Vas ut made for 
man.“ Then ſhall his faithful worlup- 
pers, with one accord, range themſelygs 
ABT 945L $14 9376 aAGHON-- 136] 1159} 
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on the ſide of Chriſt, leaving to the de- 
voted adherents of an Arius, or Athana- 
ſius, a Pelagius, or Auguſtin, a Luther, 
or Bellarmine, a Calvin or Socinus, a 
Zinzendorff, or Swedenborg, a Whitfield, 
or Prieſtley, the folly of calling themſelves 
aſter tie names of ſuch Maſters, as being 


but frail mortals all, muſt be lable be : 


be ſometimes ſtrangely in the wrong. 
The fill habit of perpetuating theſe 
marks of party diſtinction, the truly ca- 
tholie, or univerſal church vill thence- 
Tena neee e Ane 
6 * ls 4th We D 
Ever blelled be this: day, wie all it's 
members ſhall heartily unite in exhorting 
their brethren to regard every one under 
that endeafing relation, who nameth 
the name of Chriſt, and departeth from 
a Then indeed ſhall we engage, 

unanimous conſent, in one common 
kiuſe, the eſtabliſnment of the kingdom 
bf gur univerſal Lord, in glory to God 
en high, in righteouſneſs, peace and good- 
wilt wards men. Without this, all 
ſpeculative notions are an idle dream, 
every formtlary a ſenſeleſs jargon, all 
external profeſſion an impudent 
40 — 
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of earth and heaven. In the tlunch bf 
England, to hie hʒ on matureſt inquiry; 
you will find the charatten fi ehriſtian 
moderation is more juſtly / aſſigned than 
to amy other, of human in ſtitution) (a ſeu 
fiery wranglers and impoſing dagmatiſa 
excepted *,) there is a ſolid ifond of in. 
trinſic viſdom tliat gi ves it uthe quxeſt 
promiſe of becoming the | gengralireton: 
ciler of all the reſt, to her daudable e. 
ample. It's bititereſt enemies will then 
no longer inſultingly ſay ids pre ſent peace 
is owing only to it's long immerſom an 
fleep proſoundt. Many a menacing ſtorm 
it has hitherto weathered m-ſafety; be 
preſent will ſoon be over-blownjbandksa 
new day - ſpring riſe with clearer and more 
permanent ſplendour than before.. s 
$f & p69 4H, ene 6) 19 it alinem 
Let us, in the mean time, abide! for 
ever ſteady in our faith, and maintain un- 
ſnaken our truſt in the dH laſting ſanction 
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ful apprehenſion that the fame gracious 
Providence; which laid orange 
2 religion ſhall ever ceaſe tb watch 

it's: ſafety, amid the moſt: 

— of temporary confuſion and ne 
nus. It's) glory has been evey enhanced 
by the (moſt ip rigid ſerutinyi The moſt 
opprobribus cavil, the keenoſt wit, the 
moſt malignant ridieule have all relus · 
tantlycicbmbined to maintain it's credit 
with the moſt confirmed and cleareſt 
evidence, to every unbiaſſed and enlight · 
ened judgment. At every freſh trial, it 
has proſperouſly diſengaged: itſelf from 
ſome ſtrange encumbrance, abſurdly ſu-— 
peradded/ to it by conceited 1gnorance, 
without: rehnquiſhing a titile of any one 
eſſential, or truly important part. It is 
manifeſt that, in ſo doing, it has always 
raſed:a's dignity and conſequence ti a 
greater height. It is now better known, 
and weil underſtood to be altogether 
agreeable to reaſon, io be reaſon itſelf, 

not depreciated, but exalted, and made 
perſect, not involved in obſcurity, but 
illaminated the more, by the word of 
God. The freeſt diſcuſſion has enforced 
_ moſt general conviction that upon 

t's 
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mockery af. the Inſidel could never faſten, 
Is has been all the | while encountering 
the illuſion oſ ſome diſtempered brain. 514 
renn Goanuotics GR OANNTDGIIG att 
Let us Anis whom our profeſſion 
peculiarly engages to defend our holy 
faith from the captious ſophiſms of the 
pretended ſree:thinker, and the ſeoſſa oſ 
the ſhameleſs. libertine, ſearch: out that 
fauh, ag we ſhall find it delivered pure 
and uundefiled, in the Scriptures; them 
ſelyes. To this work we muſt approve 
our ſincere application by great earneſi. 
nels, and perſevering gence. We 


dili 
know too well the ſtrange diſputes, which 
have been raiſed, by various modes, ont 
af which only is right, of interpreting the 
lame text. The objections drawn from 
theſe diſputes you will undengo the maſt 
rkſame labour in confuting: When ſe⸗ 
rioully called u upon to anſwer them, you 
will manifeſt your attachment to no ered 
Aica/ party, only by inſiſtiug abſolutely 
upon nothing but what by your own {tm 
* perſectly unbiaſſed examination you 
have found n e- d 
0 o. 54 011 41 190 1011 notar 2 
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Ihe ſacred word alone you will genes 
rally find the beſt expounder to itlelt. 
Inveſtigate minutely the eonnedclion of 
the abſtruler texts, and their relation to 
the precedent and following ſentences. 
Compare the parallel paſſages, and ob- 
ſerve attentively how each one caſts en- 
ereaſing light upon the other. Your | 
Cruden's Concordance, with Biſhop Gaſs 
trilb's Chriſtian | Inſtitutes: will be here a 
ready aſſiſtant, to your reflection, no'leſs 
than to your memory. Compare the 
intricate with the plainer texts, the ſimilar 
in ſound with thoſe, which bear a leſs 
— in ſenſe; nor reſt, till all 
their imputed diſſonance 1s completely 
harmonized, to your entire ſatisfaction; 
which if your hearts are in the work, you 
can very ſeldom fail to obtain. Keep 
continually in your eye the faireſt model 
of the moſt proper method of Scriptural 
Criticiſm, as ſet forth by Mr. Locke, in 
his . Efſay for'the underſtanding St. Paul's 
Epiſtles "by conſulting St. Paul himſelf.* 
vou will be convinced; upon accurate 
and earneſt trial, that each individual 
| ſacred writer, repeatedly peruſed, with 
nen from beginning to end, vill be 

found 
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found your ſureſt guide, your beſt com · 
mentator upon himſelf; where the dim 
illuſtrations of puzaled eritics have only 
perplexed: you | wath crude conceita, and 
conjectures of their own, that keep the 
pure originals almoſt en GEM of ſight. 
lis amor ow mt e t i aso 
Lou have heard much complaint of 

Arbe difficulties.) and diſcouragementu uhich 
&/tend the ſtudy of the Scriptures in thei way 
of private judgment. Theſe are draun 
with peculiar ſtrength and livelineſsg ant 
a maſterly pamphlet, ſo entitled, by Dau 
Hare, then a private preſbyter al tho 
church of England. He appears to havo 
been zealouſly deſirous, in his humbler 
ſtation, to ſhew that ſince the fludyſoſ 
he Seriptures is our indiſpenſible duty it 
concerns all chriſtian ſocieties a@ remave; 
as much as poſſible, ſuch}; 4/couruges 
tents.” But he was aſterwarda promoted 
to the See of Chicheſter, aud probably 
from that more elevated poſt, he emighi 
diſcern impediments in the 1 wayoob the 
wiſhed removal of thoſe diſcauragements, 
which had not occurred to him befors. 
The admirable good ſenſt and:aandous, 
diſplayed in that ingenidus-wark, did not 


„ner, 15 preſerve, 


(ay ] 


ſatithut time, tie man, ee! 
the confidence to ſay, nay even to bring 
ſhrewd: at gumenis to prove that what 
one ſoct elteems irrational, another ſtiles 

— faith, what ne vercheleſs per- 

haps no individual has ever regarded 
conſtantly in the ſame light, is not in all 
particulars founded upon a nice and eri- 
ucal knowledge of the ſeriptures: not 
the: force of heart - ſelt truth itſelf could 
preſerve ſo bold a Son of the church 
from the bitter cenſures of his brethren; 
vou will not wonder at this treatment 
of ſuch a work, which made it's firſt ap- 
pearance when the ſtill ſmall voice of 
reaſon was drowned in the loud applauſe 
beſtowed, by the abettors of a corrupt 
laction in chis realm, upon the deſpicable 
rants of a Sacheverol. Some were mortiſiod 
at Harcs application of ſuperior talents 
tou a ſtudy, that ſeemed ready to tear oſſ 
the veil from a ſuppoſed eſtabliſhed ſyſi 
tem of myſtical theology, which they 
were content 10/adore at a diſtance; withs 
out really caſting one vacant look within 
ing others gravdly aſſebting to bluſh at his 
unbecoming freedom of ſtile upon la 
on jo, thavcalled-{or' great elervegnd 
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folemnity:+ But the moſt part inveighed, 
with ſeeming paſſion, at what, they. pres 
tended. to regard as a nefaxious attempt 
to overiurn that Church, whoſe true 
glory it Was the writer's purpoſe to pra- 
mote with his beſt abilities, by aſſociating 
them with the labours of it's devoted and 
nearer to perſection. This attempt, they 
ſaw, diſcountenanced. their eaſier and 
more compendious method of ſolving all 
difficulties by a blind acquieſcence, all 
doubts or ſeruples on queſtionable; points, 
by the en af catholie nen 10 

An mn Mel nota 
„He — — the e likely. ta 
await an undertaking, liable always tobe 
regarded as a thankleſs office, at the beſii. 
He found it then peculiarly ungrateſul, 
when the very name of the Ghureh w]-ͥ·,ꝙ 
become a mere watch-· word of civil en- 
tention, among the great rale and th 
mall. This was deemed the moſtcens; 
venient inſtrument of faction to a party, 
which: in their clamqrous alarms or its 
ſaſety . were never: ſexionſhn believed tg 
entertain-axealconeern/for it's iſubſtaptia} 
homovr;; muck Joſe ſor u 4nproveiment 
pgbol Non: The 
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The defence of the Proteſtant cauſe; and 
the prineiples derived from an earneſt 
application to the ſtudy of the genuine 
ſenſe and ſpirit of the holy writ, he ſaw 
they were content to leave to a more 
ſequeſtered, and leſs preſuming tribe; 
whoſe affections and genius led them to 
intenſe: meditation upon matters moſt 
commonly r 4758 by men of their 'own 
caſt, no relation to their world- 
- nets} No ſuch clamour of In 
erance, would he probably have to en- 
counter at this day. The unlimited elaim 
of free inquiry, when guiltleſs of in- 
flaming diſaffection to the ſtate, is in ge- 
neral preſumed to be incontroventible. 
Vet though the apprehenſion of danger, 
in the proſecution of it, is now well nigh 
done away, other diſcouragementi remain, 
I mean the diſſcultier, attendant upon the 
arduous; and therefore much · negletted 
fudy, to which his delicate mode of ſug- 
puppy to excite you. da 
sqs 04 

| \Puthy- aware of hoſe \diMentcies bim 
ME) he good Doctor had ſetiouſly' ap- 
pliec te. it, with fingular care? With 
7 Eo he had arquired a previous 
knowledge 
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knowledge" of the! other numerous and 
abſtruſe parts oſ learning requi fue to at 
rive at the preciſe; meaning of the ſucred 
text. In purſuing theſe important ob- 
jedts, to which he commands your ſtritt 
attention; he was [painfully ſtruck wich 
many more inſtances than are commonty 
ſuppoſed; of the faulty verſions and 
falſe interpretations capriciouſſy reſted 
from them, to perplex, or give coldurſto 
the various claſhing ſyſtems of ſchulaſtit 
and metaphyfical theology. It Was mani- 
ſeſily ſor the purpoſe 20 clearing the 
doctrine of revelation from ſuch. miſcon- 
ceptions, however enſorced by. fallible 
„that he wacedwa lf | 
ght Ahough infath a profousdlyi medi- 
tated i outline of the extreme perplemities, 
into which all impoſed proleſſiams, o an 
eſtabliſned ſyſtems of belief wnthoutiun- 
iderftanding' have drawn the entangbei 
n at H tirſt ſemting 
out. u 533345 « bannen 241-01 Ht 
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Moneſt dulneſs, mort eviniontyed party- 
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that excellent man, for: apparently diſ⸗- 
paraging an ordinance of the church, by 
exhibiting to his pupil tbe difficulties, 


determinate, but really unſettled: ortho- 
doxy, would not fail to lead him :, per- 
mit ame to add a proper vindication of 
Dr. Hare. Obſerve that he writes to an 
ingenuous youth of integrity, abilities, 
and Ipirit: :- (happy am I in ſuppoſing 1 
am doing ſo now:) Tou have time before 
Jou, ſays the Dr. good eyes, a conſtilutian in 
it's prime, 4 mind prepared for fatigut; h 
regſonable ſkill in the languages, und art fur- 
niſhed with a competent knowledge in all the 


parts of uſeful. learning, that are preparutony 


to this Judy.” The view of toils ant 


difficulties, which he preſented to ſuch 
a youth was not likely to diſhearten;hun 
in the leaſt. When his right track was 
ſo clearly pointed out to him, it muſt 
have animated him to redouble his at- 
dur; in the, glorious purſuit. n fl} 


8 Jo check the seen heleans- 
ed, ſhall; we ſay ? ho ſurely; for to the 
truly learned, ſeverely reiterated leſſons 


hani have been long familiar, by) 
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into which the ſhiſting forms of a ſuppoſed 
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of the ſuperſicial or empty declaimer 
upon what he has never taken the paing 
to conſider for himſelf, it may be fufhciem 
to ſet before him the flight ſketch of the 
ſaid maſterly hand ®. He deemed it ex- 


« „% * | 
* Allow me to ſubjoin it hail in a note, that the 
mortified, yet fill ſclf-flattered Scioliſt may, at 
leiſure, ſurvey it apart, if he ſhall not ſpurn j it alto- 
gether, when he finds the taſk it impoſes, too rigorous 
a ſtrain upon his nerves, which are only inertly ſtrong. 
The juſtneſs of it will agreeably approve itſeli to you, 
my more modeſt, young F. riends,, “ quibus arte be- 
nigna, et meliore luto finxit præcordia Titan,” 
Nam reliquos fugienda patrum veſtigia Aucult, et 
monſtrata dlu veteris /rabjt orbita culpr e Andmoft 
natural, in truth, it is, that they ſhould conſent to 
be kd or drawn, who are leſs willing than able ta to ſee, 
with their own eyes, their way before them. Only 
let theſe importimate ſtieklers for imphici / Git i 
the wiſdom of other men be made ſenſible that: it 
decomes not them, to; cenſure ſuch men ay Haxeg ps 
Clarke, as Locke, as Jortin, as Wat 12 As Paler, 


who have gratefully, piouſly exerfed thoſe faculties, 
with which a kind Providence has vuuchfafed to c udo 
them to inform their own, and guide the docile, but 


deliberate judgments of their 2 ſellow elniſfians. 
77855 0 the ſage en ay firſt | named. gf 


ele exc lent men. 
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"a you aim at, A Saen difficult; and not to 
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cole from'tha, which had led the anci- 
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© ſtant, application, and a previdus, knowledge of 

many other parts of uſcful learning. The new 
„ teſtament cannot be underſtood without the old. 
© The -truths revealed in one are grounded on the 
4, prophecies contained in the other; which makes the 
« ſtudy of the whole ſcriptures neceſſary to him, 
« that would underſtand thoroughly a part of them. 
Nor ean the Apocryphal books, how much {oever 
© they ave- generally ſlighted, be ſafely neglefied'; 
« there being a great chaſm of goo years between the 
«end: of the prophets, and the beginning of the goſ- 
« pel;| which period is of the greateſt uſe for the 
v, underſtanding of the new teſtament, and yet is the 
« leaſt known, But now, if the old teſtament muſt 
4 be well ſtudied, a-good knowledge of the oriental 


A tongues is abſolutely neceſſary, No man can be 


ignorant, he knows any thing of letters, that no 
verſions of old books can be thoroughly depended 
„n; the miſtakes are ſo many, and ſometimes of 
great moment; eſpecially the verſions of books) 
„ written in a language little underſtood, and many 
parts of it in a ſſyle extremely figurative, and thoſe 
© Ggures ſuch as theſe parts of the eee 
« wholly ne to. 


4 But put . caſe thele difficulties were leſs ay 
they are, 4 it an eaſy matter to add to Greek and 
© Latin the knowledge of ſo many other languages 7 
Do not they tw alone find work enough for moſt 
1 a. Mn ra 1 — 
WIEN 
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ent Fathers and Councils into perplexed 
and trackleſs _— where r took 4 
#313} l | | firange 


© will ſtudy ſo many others beſides ? And if the 
« knowledge of the old teſtament could be diſpenſed 
« with, give me leave to tell you that the language 
even of the new teſtament is not to be under ſtood 
«with ſo little pains as is commonly imagined. It is 
6 learnt indeed at ſchools, and from thence thought 
to be the eaſieſt Greek that can be read. But they 
«4 who have read it in another manner than ſchool - 
„boys, know it to be quite otherwiſe, Not to men- 
tion the difficulties peculiar to St, Paul, whoſe 
« epiſtles are a very great part of the new teſtament z 
Plato and Demoſthenes are in many reſpects not ſo 
„hard, as even the eaſier books, The ſtyle indeed 
jn the hiſtorical books is plain and ſimple ; but for 
all that even theſe parts too have their difficulty. 
„% And the whole is writ in a language peculiar to the 
* Jews. The idiom is Hebrew or Syriac, though the 
«words be Greek, which makes ſome aun, of | 
6s en languages ſtill neceſſary. 


Again, though i it were not neceſſary to read the 
old teſtament in the original, yet the Greek verſion 
«« of # muſt be read, and. that carefully, it being oft- 
en times the beſt, if not the only help to explain 
« the language of the new; beſides that all citations 
„in the new are generally mads from it. But now, 
„how laborious a thing muſt it be to ſtudy an ill 
«a« verſion of a very hard book, which we: tannet 
read in the original? I call it an Hl verſion, for 
% though, conſidering the time it was writ in, it be 
20 n z very good one, Tu cn .it muſt be 
_ 5 « allowed 
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ſtrange -delight in loſing themſelveg, 
Throagh thele, the truly-learned Origen. 
himſelf, the moſt liberal and ſagacious 
Critic of them all, was in occaſional con- 


47 . 


etoget u e whe ani judge of to he fur Guts 
* being exact or true, A man need only conſult it 


u on ſome hard places in the Pentateuch, as well as in 


the poetic or prophetic books, to be convinced uf 
« this. It was certainly far from perfekt at firſt, and 
«is made much worſe by the corruptions it has ſuffered. 
in handing down to us: ſo that I may venture to 
„ afirm that ſhould any body now-a-days make u 


| — ſo imperfect; inſtead of admiĩration and 


* efteem, his work would be much deſpiſed by moſt 


« of our modern critics, 


might to theſe add many other Aifficulties that 


attend a ſerious ſtudy of the new teſtament. It 
© requires a good knowledge of the Jewiſh ſlate at the 
« time of our Saviour's coming, a knowledge of their 
10 government. ſanhedrim, ſynagogues, cuſtoms, tra- 
« ditions, opinions, ſefts, the kinds of learning re- 
® ceived among them, what they borrowed from the 


« Greeks, when their myſtical and allegorical manner 


«of expoutiding the ſcriptures began, and on what 
grounds what their particular expectations were 
jn relation to the Meſſiah, and what they taught, 
'* and on what grounds, in relation to angels, demons, 


« r ns, oracles, miracles, &c.“ 
{ +4 5 4 . of 


"_— the Diffculties and Diſcouragements which u- 
tend the Study, &c. Pages 5, 6, 7, of the 2d 
: Edition, printed in 1714, 


14 4 Ve zn 18 


ei # Ff 2 formity 


L 46 ] 
formity impelled ſometimes to wander 
| aſtray, Even he could not eſcape the 
general paſſion for darkneſs, and puzzled 
allegory, in preference to the elear light, 
and intelligible ſenſe of the holy word, 
The failure in this reſpett of ſuch-a man 
ſhould teach us all to be circumſpett in 
the exerciſe of qur private judgment, de- 
liberate in our aſſent to the fallible au- 
thority of other men, in the interpretation 
of Aifputed texts. Where a departure 
from what appears to be their obvious 
meaning, has raifed a controverſy among 
chriſtians ; aſter attending impartially to 
What has been advanced, on both ſides, 
we ſhall commonly eſteem it the fafeſt 
courſe to ſteer at equal diſtance, on either 
hand, from the combatants, directly to 
that point, where a plain unlettered man 
would naturally apply to find a meaning. 
Exattly ſuch a man was every one of our 
Saviour's firſt diſciples, who certaialy 
had no ſkill in dialecties, or metaphyſical 
ſubtleties. Let no human authority in- 
duce us to bind upon another man's 
"conſcience any propofition, which ve 
cannot to our own full fatisfaftion find 

850 unqueſtionably 
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Let. us however de ure mindful as 
every doctrine, hien perſectly accords, 
or evinces a direct connection, with it, 
though unaſſiſted reafon had not attained 
the knowledge of it, though ſuperficial 
ſcepticiſm, on that account alone rejects 
it, we muſt not think it enough never to 

oppoſe, or call it in queſtion. The whole 
truth, which we find thus really 'revrated, 
it is our indiſpenfible duty fo affert and 
conſtantly maintain. In doing this, our 
ronduct will be totally diſſimilar from 
either of the two tribes of conceited theo- 
logical ſophiſts, which are, at this mo- 
ment, engaged i in fierce oppoſition to each 
other. On the one hand we behold a 

ſect, who chuſe to call themſelves exclu- 
fively Ramona Chriſtians, who diſdaii to 
acknowledge themſelves obliged to Re- 
velation for the difcovery of any of the 
 moſt-irmportant truths, yet they would fain 
perſuade us they hold in ce the 
2 — of Chriſt, not indeed as informing 
them of any point, conſtituting a new 
article of belief, not as imparting any new 
3 light 


[438 ] 
light to the clear dictates of their all- 
ruling Reaſon. No. It's principal, or 
only purpoſe, in their eye, was only to 
confirm and ſanction what the world 
ee well before 


On the other band, a contention is * 
up to prove an irrefragable claim, and 
ſole right to the title of Oybodox Chi ang, 
founded upon their a A ets 
that what is moſt remote from reaſon, 
what the human mind can leaſt ,appre- 
hend, alone conſtitutes the eſſence of the 
ſaid Revelation. Whatever opinion we 
may ſorm of theſe myſtical enthuſiaſts, 
or irrational expounders of their faith, 
let us not haſtily impeach the ſincerity 
of their profeſhon, They ſeriouſly, ad 
vance a dog rine, with which a“ . Dodwell, 
with an affected gravity, could ironically 
ſport, a+ Jennings, with a better diſguiſed 
ſolemnity, appeared moſt earneſtly. k 
* that a revelation of celeſtia 
ginal, as it was firſt propounded to 
_ by the aid of ſupernatural power 
is {ll communicated to the heart. of man, 


» Chriſtianity not founded on argument," 
I View of the internal evidence; & . 
4 #4 2 * { — 
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only by ſupernatural means, his mind re- 
maining totally unconcerned; ſince it's 
reaſoning, or apprehenſive faculty i is Utter» 
ly incapable of receiving it. All faith bee 
ing the ſole operation of the Holy Spirit 
upon the paſſive ſou}, what has man to an- 
{wer en to whom all free _ is ths 
nied ?\\ 1 16 4 
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3 
eben we may that any one, who 
cech the name of Chriſt, ſhould declare, 
in effect, that he is unable to “ give a 
reaſon for the hope that is in him,“ that 
he is content to * pray with the ſpirit,” 
but diſclaims all power to © pray with the 
* underſtanding alſo.” Let us rather pro- 
teſt, with unſeigned humility, (though fa- 
naticiſm ſhould ſtile it impious preſump- 
4ion ) that“ in +'the church we had rather 

y ſpeak ſive words with our underſtanding” 
than ten thouſand, of which we are neither 
able nor at all deſirous to give a rational 
account. It has long been agreed, (at 
rr in ——— en to refer our 
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"Bs ready inet to give an — to every one that 15 
yuu a reaſon of the hope that 1 is in you with meekneſs and fear, 
I _—_ hag 55 7-7 | 
11 Corg xv. 15. 19. e 
180 vexatious 
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vexatious diſputes to the holy text itſeif. 
If we honeſtly wiſhed to underſtand: one 
another, or our/e/ves indeed, in all we 
ſpeak, how ſeldom would any controverſy 
be laſting or paſſionate ? 'Thoſe humble 
Chriſtians beſt approve the ſincerity af 
their faith, who content to look up to the 
inſpired writers as their unerring guides, in 
every branch of duty, every ground of 
ſalutary hope and fear, are always happy 
when they can clear the primitive track, 
which hes direct and plain before Wee, 
eden u ryxr Anme an O 


Vet wen 4 declare FER wikis is 5020 
Wr. of theſe our univerſal and ever- 
laſting concerns, is not myſterious, that 
the goſpel bas graciouſly rendered hat is 
it for man to know, in that reſpett, ob- 
vious to every eye, which is not obſtinate · 

ly eloſed or averted, they know ſull well 
2 they have to expect: they hear the 

devout: /admirer of darkneſs 
their love of light, rank infidelity. When 
they entreat the aſſerters no Els kben the 
opponents of à divine revelation, to be- 
. ware, leſt in the heat of controverſy, their 
arguments, pro and con, ſhall appear con- 
RULES tr tradictory 
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tradiftoryto Reaſon and to Reaſon's God; 
hen they humbly truſt, that the Goſ- 
pel truths are ſo far always, and ſo far 
only; intereſting to man, as they are con · 
ceivable in the human intellect; that the 
Imparter of all knowledge, che Father of 
all lights, natural and revealed, never con- 
ſerred upon mankind either of theſe pre- 
tious gifts to confound or deſtroy the 
other: they will not wonder at the rage 
of Bigotry, that beholds her rebellious 
ſons wichdrawvn from their blind ſubmiſ- 
fion to her arbitrary dictates. She accord - 
ingly with inward ſhame, and outward 
haughtinaſs, loudly condemns what” ſhe 
calls their apoſtacy from the religion of 
Chriſt. She dares upbraid them vith 
making their private ſelſ- opinion the ſole 
god of their idolatry. She brands them, 
in bitterneſs of heart, with opprobrious ap- 
pellations, of which ſhe would be ſadly at 
a loſs to aſſign the purport, of Heretic, 
ee n on reren 
5 11% 01 +018 

The firſt of theſe blaſting ticles is, in 
truth, her own proper deſignation, though 
no power of inſtruction, human or divine, 
has e her, as yet, to apprehend i it's 


meaning. 
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meaming. Who but ber devoted ſons, 
knows not that Hereſy, in it's due aceep- 
tation, is nothing more than an intempe- 
rate and pertinacious adherence to ſome 
pevuliar religious tenets, unſanctioned by 
Reaſon or Scripture ? It is that intemper: 
ance, that pertinacity of ſpirit, ſo contra 
dietory to the docility and meekneſs of 
the ſincere diſciple of Chriſt, that is ſtill 
impairing the credit of his religion. To 
the three laſt mentioned of it's impious 
foes;' in the above hiſt, Bigotry would be 

ready to accede; ſhe would aſſume with 
— the boaſted badge of infamy in utter 
unbelief; ſooner would ſhe wear without 
a bluſh, their tricoloured- cockade . * of 
modern Wit, ſooner far than tolerate a 
diſſenter, in a ſingle iota, from her on 
inexplicable b de — rer 
er 1 6771 CALDER 
THAT ETC eee 4453, Stu 
4s your- purpoſe of indicating religious 
truth, you ſee the mortification your pa · 
tience is liable to undergo. Vet one con- 
„Ae D 
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fiderable advantage. will accrue to you 
from the neceſſity of ſtrict examination, 
to which the obſtinacy of the Bigot will 
drive you, by the undue ſtreſs he lays on 
the obſcure paſſages he adduces to caſt a 
ſhade: on plain ones. Againſt theſe, his 
torture preſſes thoſe, to militate. Weak 
mortal! were his optics clear, he would 
quickly diſcern the conſiſtency of both, 
and how aptly the one was conduciye to 
elucidate the other. Your enlarged view 
of the ſcriptural plan, your liberal mode 
of expounding it, neither narrowed by 
prejudice, . nor. diſtracted by party, will 
endear it the more to your affections, for 
the fury of his contention againſt it. Fail 
it may of giving entire ſatisſaction to the 
Chriſtian Scribes and , Phariſees : but it 
vill ſucceed to a better purpoſe in putting 
the Sadducees to ſilence. You will ſtrike 
thoſe diſbelievers in a future ſlate, thoſe 
rejecters of the moſt important and conſo, 
latory tidings of the goſpel, with a canvicy 
tion how. futile how inapplicable c 
their objections to them, 


Were all preachers of the goſpel. to 9 4 
ads 1 blefled tidings with its own ge- 
: | nuine 
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nuine coneiliatory ſpirit, they would at 
once difarm thoſe objectors of their only 

ce for cavilling againſt it. Their 
conduct would thus be marked by a direct 
contrariety from that of all the jarring 
fefts which have ever diſturbed the cotdi: 
al harmony of Chriſtendom. In the judy! 
ment of unaffuming piety, they are all re. 
prehenſible alike, whether noticed in the 
arrogant ſtickler for the abſfolute' perfecs 
tion of any church-eſtabliſhment, or the 
ill — caviller, who diffents from it; 
anaware that his main argument againſt it 


bears harder far upon himſelf, and thoſe of 


his own perſuaſion. Could we agree, on all 
fides, to deſiſt from laying a greater ftreſi 
on any mode of interpreting feripture 
than we can ſolidly maintain, to the cleat 
apprehenſion of a plain man of common 
underſtanding ; the world would then 
have little caufe to regret the openly am 
nounced, and generally approved con- 
ſignment of all the abſtruſe and fine · ſpun 
ſpeculations, extracted from the diſputed 


texts, to the“ engen cob ede of the 
e qud hom ng 
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. When onoe laid there aſleep, at che be- 
nigu exorcizing voice of ſome pure eyan- 
gelical ſpirit, it ſeems probable that no ſu · 
ture generation will ever again diſturb 
their peaceful ſlumber. The loud alarms 
will then die away unregarded, which 
have long been continually ſounding from 
oppoſite quarters, by the furious conten- 
ders. for the inviolable ſanctity of theix 
own ſeparate and contradictory opinions, 
They are all now exclaiming together, 
though agreeing in no one point beſides, 
againſt the © exorbitance of moderation, 
diſplayed in the writings of many proſeſſ. 
ed members of the church, who though 
accounted in the eſteem of the public, in 
the number of it's ſincereſt and moſt liberal 
advocates, are complained of, as encourag - 
ing too much the factious ſcrutiny of bold 
inquirers Are we not aware, they may 
alk, of the dreaded effects of thus giving 
way to chis growing {piri of free exami- 

nation ꝰ Can it be right to allow it to ruſh 
unteſirnined to rend the veil of the Lord's 
temple, 'that conceals the holy of holies 7 
What can be it's intent in expoſing it's 
ſanQuary to unhallowed eyes? What but 
to remove the mercy-ſeat from * 
9 , 


nefarious purpoſe 


illue of a fair diſculion of „ 
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God, after battering down the myſtic ehe- 
rubims that overſhadow it p And for what 
7 To dart a forbidden 
glance within it, to ſteal out thence'the 
two tables of the covenant, and aboliſn at 


| pom rage for ever all the 1 God.. 
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Mlegory' apart, great is he alarm leſt 
the imputed temerity of theſe Latitudi · 
narians ſhould bring into diſcredit the in+ 
fallible authority of the church, by bring- 
ing it's decrees and tenets to the teſt of 
Reaſon, thus profanely conſtituted a Judge 
of their equity and truth. You may poſ. 
fibly have caught a like panic yourſelves; 
my young Friends, from an apprehenſion 


of impendent danger of vaſt unknown' 


extent. Your Addreſſer well recolle&s he 
confuſion formerly occaſioned by a ſimi 
lar outcry. But let not theſe terrors induſ- 
triouſly ſpread to intercept, not to com 
municate information, let not the heavy 

charge of wilful miſchief, of atrocious 

guilt, in theſe advocates for impartial rea- 
ſon, deter you from giving to ſuch writers 


a patient and attentive heating. /'Be” 
alhamed to betray a mean diſtruſt * 
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od articles and canons of our Church,” 
Their ſalutary tendency, if properly ex-" 
plained; will thus be happily evinced. Let 
it be again repeated, that the true glory, 

e and perfection of the church 
of England can never be ſo well conſulted 
as by it's declared encouragement of the 
exatteſt ſurvey of all the conſtituent parts 
of it's ſtructure. Cleared thus at length! 
from ambiguity, it will acquire new con-" 
fidence in it's own ſtability, at every ſuch 
review. Some of it's reſpectfully hank 
ſons indeed have expreſſed their humble 
wiſhes to ſee it diſencumbered from certain 
outworks, injudiciouſly raiſed and kept 
up for it's defence, but which only ſerve: 
to provoke attacks. They truſt that whe 
it ſhall diſplay 1 it's bare, majeſtic ſtrength ; 
at full, it will tempt no future inſult, it 
will be alike ſecure from external Aa 
and from internal a ee 
ut is this a time, it may be laid) to 
* wink at ſuch departure from implicit 
mental ſubmiſſion to the wiſdom of the 
*.powers that be, either ſpiritual or tem- 
e poral, who are ordained to guide, and 
22 expreſsly ſet over us, 
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. « by:Gvd himſelf? Io chin u ſeaton to op- 


ſition, and exceſſive clemency even of a 
«-proteſtant church, in permitting fo un- 
controlled a licence as is now aſſumed in 
free inquiry? Can this eulogy, ſo ho- 
© nourable, when properly applied, be now 
* a juſt one, when a ſpirit ap 

gone forth of diſputing all, that for ages 
* paſt has borne the ſtamp e e 


* authority?“ 


| Decide not ws ee without de- 
liberate reflection. On the one hand; it 
is impoſſible to ſtop the current of Inqui- 
ry. Opinion is always reſtive againſt ar- 
bitrary reſtraint. It is commanding Rea - 
ſon alone, that has force to overcome its 
obſtinacy.—On the other hand; the public 
utterance of opinions, threatening danger 
to the ſecurity and welfare of a communi- 
ty, requires a prompt but prudent check. 
It is commonly ſure to meet with it duly 
provided by the vigilance of every viſe 
government. —Here then is the grand ob- 
jelt of it's cautious conſideration: How 

1 it beſt and ſooneſt quell the- 5 Wan. 


ung. * 87, 88. 


we animorum, 


plaud the too meekly tolerant diſpo- 


pears to be 
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animorum, & certamina tanta ?—Pulves 
* ris exigui jattu?” O yes ſurely—by the 
moſt lenient meaſures at hand. Is not the 
expediency maniteſt of the ſedate interpo- 
ſition of ſome calmer ſpirits, amid the 
commotions of the conflicting parties, 
each ſtubbornly bent to warp the minds of 
all to it's own ſeveral bias? Let them ex- 
ert their beneficent and uſeful abilities of 
conciliatory and mild perſuaſion. Their 
pious endeavours are the moſt likely to 
ſucceed in turning the opponent torrents 
to glide on peaceably together in one pro- 
per channel. bs 

i * 
At no critical juncture perhaps has it 
ever become ſo neceſſary to ſhew that 
what the people are required to ſubmit t6 
and believe, with reſpect to the dottrines 
and diſcipline of the church, the conſtitu- 
tion and ordinances of the ſtate, is ſecure- 
ly ſettled, where after all it muſt finally 
teſt, upon the evidence of ſound enlighten- 
ed reaſon, Their belief and voluntary 
ſubmiſſion being the reſult of a conſcien- 
lous preference, and clear conan 
will be more uniform, and it's ſalutary ef- 
fetts on all hearts more potent than the 
Kutomin ** Gg authority 
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authority of ancient councils and ſynods, 


We muſt, after all, accede to a prudent re- 


mark familiar to thoſe, who have ſtudied 
mankind well : That the reſult of Free In- 
quiry, and unbounded Latitude of Judg- 
ment is not always, or at leaſt immediately 
favourable to the cauſe of truth. This 
freedom, the peculiar glory of our rational 
nature, may by abuſe become a reproach 
to it. By an exceſſive overgrowth, in 
this age, it 1s declared to be at open war 
with all eſtabliſhed maxims of ancient wiſ- 
dom. From thence a train of ill conſe- 
quences are apprehended injurious to the 
public tranquillity. What will be the iſſue 


of this tranſient chaotic ſtate of popular 


opinions? The believer in a righteous 
God, the Author of all order and harmo- 
ny, may confidently predict what it will 
not be. Certainly not the final defeat ol 
reaſon, truth or divine revelation. 


But the exiſtent principles, you fay, the 
prevailing taſte and manners of the age, 


too forcibly confirm you in your preſent 
deſpondency. You alledge, for inſtance, 


the late rapid and extenſive ſale of “ the 
de ef Reaſon, by T. P. | 


groſſeſt 
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groſſeſt and moſt offenſive abuſe of reve- 
lation, diſgraced by the moſt notorious 
miſrepreſentations of facts, and fallacious 
arguments artfully deduced from thence, 
that ever iſſued from the preſs. It cannot 
be denied that both the ſtyle and matter of 
that opprobrious tract are but too aptly 
ſuited to the taſte of numberleſs illiterate 
and unthinking perſons of all ranks. Be 
not overmuch diſpirited at the natural cur- 
rency of a work ſecure of ſuch powerful 
patronage, though it has far exceeded that 
of all that has ſince been written in defence 
of religion put together. What the beſt 
and wiſeſt of mankind, (in numbers how 
diſproportionate !) ever hold in profound- 
eſt reverence, muſt never hope for a wel- 
come reception among an idle unprin- 
cipled multitude, whoſe vanity 1s flattered 
by the matchleſs audacity of one of their 
own caſt, diſparaging the conſtant objett 
of their dread and hatred, This defiance 
of all ſhame he has found to be his ready 
paſſport and recommendation to the-fa- 
vour of thoſe gentry, who hear and read, 
as they ſpeak, without the pains of thought 
or ſtudy. Amongſt theſe, preſumptuous 
Ignorance, under the reſpectable name 
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of Common-ſertſe, is ſure to meet a fond re- 
ception for it's oracular decrees. 


But let not Britain fear it's laſting pre- 
valence over that ſterling Good-/enſe, which 
ſtill marks the character of her leſs dege- 
nerate ſons. Of this excellent property, 
the reſult of ſerious application, ſound re- 
fleftion, and deliberate judgment, but a 
ſlender portion, in truth, can ſhe expect to 
Tee in the wretched race of unprincipled 
idlers, whoſe ſole employment, and bu- 
ſineſs of life is to extinguiſh thought lin a 
dizzy round of frivolous aitſcrnient; The 
fore experience of calamities, pubhe an 
private, may enforce at length a Asen 
of thinking, even in the moſt inconſiderate 
of thoſe who have not yet loſt all capacity 
for it. They will then, of courſe perceive 
the peſtilent tendency of the traſh preſented 
to them, as alone ſuited to coutt their ge- 
neral approbation. They will underſtand 
theſe lunk batteries pointed at our religi- 
ous creed to be the approaches merely of 
a deep-laid ſcheme to undermine our beſt- 
eſtabliſhed civil inſtitutions. 


Our caſe would be ble fi indeed _ 
this 
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this inſtrument of the Demon of Diſcord 
ſucceed in bringing his precious anarchical 
projects for amending the defective plan 
of an orderly government to gain ground 
in this cquntry. Full clearly are we ap- 
prized of their dire effects as they are wo- 
fully realized on the neighbouring conti- 
nent. At every chilling eaſtern breeze 
from thence, our ears are duly ſtruck with 
proper warnings of their baleful conſe» 
quences. Even his own hard heart hag 
felt them ſorely. Experienced miſery has 
not yet, it ſeems, awakened in it ingenuity 
enough to recant his political ravings, 
The crimes and horrors, ſprung from im- 
piety wrought into ſyſtem, his aching eyes 

ave witneſſed, and are daily witneſſing. 
Yet he is reported to be at this moment 
evoking the evil ſpirits of Oppreſſion, Ruin, 
and Deſolation, from the metropolis of 
milſrule, from whence they are commiſſion- 
ed to iſſue forth in the garb of Liberty, 
Conqueſt and Rapine, unploring they 
would mercifully deign to viſit his dear 
countrymen, whom they will be ſure to 
find altogether as mad as himſelf. What- 
ever cauſe he might before have dreamt he 
had for thinking ſo, by the ſingular and 
: 3 unmerited 
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unmerited favour of Providence, the un. 
paralleled ſufferings of his late aſſociates 
have outvoiced the cruel exultations of 
their lawleſs deſpots, have opened the 
eyes of his infatuated old admirers here, 
and brought them to diſown, and almoſt 
to diſbelie ve their paſt illuſion. 
But it is not in his aſſumed political 
character, that we are now concerned di- 
rectly to conſider him, as in that, under 
which he has choſen inſidiouſly to preſent 
himſelf, as ſubſervient merely to his main 
purpoſe, above alluded to. With con- 
ſiderable natural talents, he has certainly 
acquired peculiar ſagacity in diſcerning 
the workings of the uninformed and vul- 
gar mind, in all conditions, from the leaſt 
regarded among the loweſt, to the moſt 
conſpicuous of the ſame deſcription, that 
bring into increaſing contempt the higheſt 
ranks, amongſt whom his infidel notions, 
of courſe have met with the eaſieſt, and 
moſt welcome introduction. With a con- 
ſcious ſuperiority over that herd of half- 
witted mortals, he ſhrewdly condeſcends, 
not only to raiſe them to an equality 
with himſelf, but to advance them, in 
their 


[455 ] 

their own conceits, by their excluſive pri- 
vilege of Common-ſenſe, far above the 
men of moſt improved and exalted under- 
ſtanding, whom the ſhackles and drudgery 
of learning have diſqualified for the dig- 

nity of freethinkers. He excites them 
prepoſterouſly to ruſh with him into the 
ſanctuary of the Lord, to diſcover there, 
not by attentive and diligent ſearch, but 
ſelf. inſtructed, —to diſcover what ? not 


their duty to God, but the duty of God to 
them, not the ſupremacy of divine wiſdom, 
but it's ſubordination to his private judg- 
ment, a judgment not informed, as our 
| beſt reaſon ever deemed it requiſite, by 
ſedate examination, but by his new and 
curious ſcience of ſimple intuition, with 
eyes averted, or obſtinately cloſed. 


Is it to ſuch a nation as this, that he pre- 
ſumes to addreſs his crude conceptions, 
well adapted, no doubt, to the freakiſh 
and deſultory genius of that, into which 
he has been appoſitely admitted a natural- 
ized outlaw ? Let us not ſerioufly be ap- 
prehenſive of their prevalence here over 
the united ſtrength of the Meſſiah's faith- 
ful hoſt, the body of the Britiſh clergy. 

We 
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We ſhould rather rejoice at his provok- 
ing them to a more conſtant and regular 
application to a peculiar duty of their 
function, not quite ſo generally attended to, 
as could be wiſhed, an accurate ſcrutiny of 
thoſe ſacred records of the diſpenſations 
of God to man, of that venerable code of 
the ſtatutes, judgments and mercies of our 
Divine Lawgiver, which the exalted genius 
of our Mi.ton, the proſound penetration 
of our Newton and Locke, the exact ex- 
amination of our Boyle and Addiſon, our 
Littelton and Weſt, men under no proſeſ- 
ſional bias, aſter meditating impartially, 
with the moſt intenſe application, have re- 
garded with ever encreaſing reverential 
awe, have declared to be alone capable to 
afford to minds like theirs ſupreme ſatis- 
faction with reſpect to many truths, ol in- 
finite importance, on which the utmoſt ef. 
forts of Philoſophy could ſhed but a fee- 
ble and uncertam ray. 


Whilſt che voluntary ardour for the reli- 
gious truths, that ſhone ſo conſpicuouſly 
in the facred ſcriptures to the eyes of 
our excellent countrymen, is yet retained 
in our reſpectſul recollection, ſo long, for 

, ages 
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ages to come, I truſt, will their uninfluenc- 
ed, and unſeigned emulation in vindicat- 
ing the ſovereign claim of the word of God 
to regulate our ſentiments and conduct, be 
ſtill endeared and preſent to every worthy - 
Britiſh heart. Where now are vaniſhed 
thoſe inſect ſwarms of impious philoſo- 
phiſts, who in their days infeſted the Eng- 
liſn preſs, to the great annoyance of feeble. 
minded Chriſtians? How many of theſe 
(whole far acuter tones than thoſe of their 
wretched mimicks of your time, yet ring 
in the ears of a few, very few of my co- 
temporaries) have been long ſwept away 
to the pool of oblivion? Outlawed frem 
regions, where a ſounder reaſon reigns, 
leſs crazed with ſelf-conceit ; are they not 
now ſeen fluttering, tricked out anew, in 
all offenſive ſhapes, on the continent of 
Europe? There a rank Superſtition has 
aſſumed, for a ſeaſon only, the form of 
ranker Infidelity. Reports from thence 
are gaining ground, though attended, as 
uſual, with various inconſiſtencies, of 
many a new metamorphoſis, long expett- 
ed, and lately ſprung forth, in the birth- 
place of ephemeral wonders. They have 
adopted, it ſeems, many new modes of dif. 

ferent 
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ferent religious worſhip, each. fickle tribe 

of yotaries recommending it's own with a 

ſpecious name, and indignantly diſparag- 

ing all the reſt. But as the characters of 

the ſeveral hierophants, or chief miniſters 

of theſe novel rites are ſoon blazed abroad, 

and every one betrays in it's prominent 

features an utter defect of all moral-prin- 

ciple, amid the ſymptoms of an approach- 

ing diſſolution, which they exhibit at their 

very birth, are diſcernible the germs of 

many a future change. Where now are 

to be ſought the very names of countleſs 

motley ſects, and their fanatically ungodly 

leaders, that in their ſpawning vaniſhed, in 

| the ſimilar period of ten turbulent years 
of anarchy, that overturned the ſettled 
ſlate of our civil eſtabliſhments in this 
country an hundred and fifty years ago ? 
In what this war of diſcordant elements 
may terminate, God only knqws. He 
bids us pray for our enemies, May he 
ordain the horrible diſtraction, rout on 
rout, into which they are ſtill ruſhing, to 
ſtrike a ſpeedy conviction in theſe foes 
alike to earth and heaven, that no reſting 
waits the ſole of unbleſt feet, till humbled 
and contrite, they in their turn ſhall ſue 
for 
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for that pardon and peace with both, 
which they have ſo inſultingly lighted. 


SECTION II. 


Hints from old Experience. 


IT has formerly been the fortune of 
your Addreſſer to be unpleaſantly engaged 
for many years, in frequent conference 
with perſons, who with all the graces of 
poliſhed life were conſpicuous ſor their 
open profeſſion of libertine and infidel 
principles. During a long courſe of fo- 
. reign travel, chiefly in attendance upon 
the duties of his calling, opportunities 
were preſented of reflecting upon the eir- 
cumſtances, which contributed moſt to 
form their character. Among great num- 
bers of gentlemen of the military profel- 
ſion, he found not a few, (though with 
many moſt honourable, and highly eſteem- 
ed exceptions,) rather indiſpoſed for much 
ſerious or ſober thinking. They were hab 
tually diverted from it, as much at leaſt by 
the © ſtrenua inertia” of peaceful Wer 
an 
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and garriſons, as by the turbulence and 
buſtle of campaigns and marches, battles 
and ſieges. One effect he obſerved to be 
generally prevalent in thoſe who lead a 
life of diſſipation, whether in camps or 
courts, or ſcenes of faſhionable reſort, — 
that whatever religious notions were hap- 
pily preſerved, or occaſionally revived in 
their lucid intervals, were commonly ſuch 
alone as had been faintly impreſſed in 
their childhood, in the unexplained for- 
malities of parental inſtitution, the imper- 
fection of a ſchool diſcipline, or the ap- 
parently fading authority of a church. 


But little ſteadineſs of moral principle, or 
heart · felt influence of piety did they com- 
monly retain from theſe their earlieſt, often 
their on'y inſtructors, whoſe mode of re- 
commending virtue and religion had not 
been judiciouſly adapted to excite, or gent- 
ly to incline them to the exerciſe of their 
own private judgment, in diſcovering their 
happy tendency. To their conſtant. prac- 
tice, they had not been pleaſingly trained 
by the authority only of ſuperior reaſon, 
always endeared by ſuperior benevolence. 
The conſequence of this neglett was ex- 
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actly ſuch as might have been expetted. 
Their profeſſion of belief, not N 
founded upon the rock of rational con- 
viction, was ſtaggered at the ſlighteſt puff 
of vanity, and overborne by the daſhing 
torrent of licentiouſneſs. If on the con- 
trary it had been once eſtabliſhed on it's 
juſt foundation; if their wiſer tutors or 
guardians had taken due pains to inſtil 
gradually into their minds, as their grow- 
ing ſtrength would bear it, the reſiſtleſs 
train of evidence for the truth of the goſ- 
pel religion, the internal excellence of it's 
moral character, it's external prools from 
prophecy, from miracles, from the rapi- 
dity of it's propagation; very ſeldom in- 
deed could it have ſailed, through a ſenſe 
of it's infinite importance, both in time 
and eternity, to have taken ſuch hold on 
the heart, as to render it proof, ever after, 
againſt the deſpicable attacks of modiſh 
infidelty. _ 


You will often experience a neceſſity to 
remark, that in labouring to bring ſuch 
men over to a ſerious ſenſe of religion, as 
have been for the reaſons juſt indicated, 
lo eaſily laughed out of it, your taſk of 

greateſt 
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greateſt difficulty, but which you are bound 
moſt faithfully to diſcharge, will always 
be to make them clearly underſtand, 
—what Chriſtianity its not. You will hear 
them in mockery declare that “ From 
the mouth of many ſolemn propounders 
of—what it ts, all they have been able to 
gather is only this—that it is ſomething 
utterly remote from their buſineſs and 
boſoms, ſomething in which their reaſon, 
their earthly intereſts and purſuits have no 
concern at all; and ſtranger ſtill, that all 
that 15 vehemently aſſerted to be moſt va- 
luable in it, is by the very preachers them- 
ſelves declared to tranſcend altogether the 
apprehenſion of all human faculties”—A 
pert apoſtrophe of this ſort cannot fail to 
be ſomewhat diſconcerting to the men, to 
whom it 1s properly applicable. Let it 
not ſlacken, but rather invigorate your 
zealous endeavours to reclaim their atten- 
tion to what has been already ſhewn to 
be perfectly intelligible, and manifeſtly 
moſt important in religion. This you 
will clearly elucidate, as well in oppo- 
ſition to the obvious and ſhallow pretence 
of: Ignorance in the Sceptic, as to the far- 
ache inexplicable dogmas of the Bigot ; 

2] 105 whilſt 
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whilſt their purblind defender, and equal - 
ly ſightleſs aſſailant, (who both agree in 
miſcalling them Religion,) by turns, or 
both at once, ridiculouſly ſing ſongs of tri- 
umph over each other. 


When the beauty of religion, thus un- 
diſguiſed, and it's energy thus unſhackled, 
has been rationally recommended to his 
earneſt attention, you may have ſome juſt 
hope to ſee the very man, who ſo lately 
ſpurned at what he did not underſtand, 
and preſumed it's teachers underſtood as 
little, compelled at once to ſuppreſs his 
mockery, and led by degrees to overcome 
each groundleſs prejudice againſt it. This 
preliminary point you will find it always 
requiſite to keep in mind, The diſcurſive 
faculties of a reaſoning Infidel are habitu- 
ally wavering and irreſolute. You have 
awakened him from that deſperate ſtate 
of torpid indifference to the eſſential truths 
of religion, by proving they may be 
clearly brought within the ſcope of his 
own underſtanding, which he finds you no 
longer proudly affect to undervalue. Leſt 
he ſhould thruſt you unawares from the 
ground you have gained, by a ſudden re- 

| lapſe, 
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lapſe, now is your time to ſeize good hold 


on his heart. This is your critical mo- 


ment, to make it feel the intimate connec- 


tion of thoſe falutary truths with the moſt 
important preſent and future intereſts of 
his whole exiſtence. To the following ar- 
ticles, in ſucceſſion, it was upon ue 
trials, deemed expedient repeatedly to 
call, and affectionately to ſolicit his fixed 
attention: — That in this tranſitory ſtate 
of probation the firſt ſtage only is com- 
menced of an endleſs exiſtence That all 
the events of this life are under the con- 
ſtant control of an omnipotent and all- 
righteous, but moſt merciful Ruler and” 
Judge, the ever-preſent Obſerver, of all 
our thoughts and words and actions.— 
That the Author of our being will infalli- 
bly make all events (calamitous or ptoſ- 
perous, as we deem them here,) conſpire 
together for good, to thoſe who love and 
obey him.—That to the impetlitent © wick- 
ed man, though he prolongeth his life in 
his. wickedneſs,” yet a ſure vengeance is; 
decreed ; when the day of the L6rd ſhall: 
come, he will be caſt ſrom the light of the. 
divine countenance, into outward: dark- 
200 and miſery, into "which, be wilfully 
3 N ruſhes, 
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ruſhes, proudly rejecting all hope of re- 
demption—That the Son of God came 
into the world to fave and raiſe him to 
that bleſſed hope, upon the ſole condition 
of a true repentance—That by a firm per. 
ſuaſion of the truth of theſe fundamental 
artieles of our faith in the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and a conſequent obſervance of his holy 
precepts, he will ſecure to himſelf 2 | 
advantages, in this life, of that internal 
peace and ſatisfaction which reſults from 
an enlightened and upright conſcience, a 
never-failing ſupport in death, from his 
proſpeſt of mercy and acceptance at the 
throne of grace, with an inheritance of 
glory, happineſs and perfection, in a life 
to come. 


Without boaſting his own extraordina- 
ry proficiency, and ſucceſs in promoting, 
or ſagacity in diſcovering the precarious 
progreſs 'of his well-meant endeavours 
in reclaiming many a faſhionable cham- 
pion for Infidelity and Libertiniſm ; your 
friendly Monitor can only ſay that his pa- 
tient perſeverance, during a long courſe of 
years, in a fixed reſolution never to de- 
eline a fit opportunity of ſubmitting his 

ut H h adverſe 
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adverſe principles to the ſtricteſt rational 
diſcuſſion, in a diſpaſſionate conference, 
with theſe modiſh, and often ingenious 
ſophiſts, has proved, upon the whole, a 
ſource of great ſolid ſatisfaction to his 
own mind. It has eſtabliſhed there upon 
ſure grounds an indelible impreſſion of 
the invincible evidences of Goſpel truth 
from which he could demonſtrate the 
impotent attacks of infidels have ever 
glanced aſide. He may, it is hoped, have 
left in the memory of his opponents a few 
traces, occaſionally conducive to a cloſer 
{crutiny of their pernicious principles. If 
he has been ſo fortunate, he will preſume 
to add his certain confidence, upon expe- 

rience, of the happy iſſue of every fair and 
impartial trial. 


Allow him to ſubjoin to theſe few ſcat- 
tered hints, (reſulting from ſome little ex- 
perience of their importance,) a brief ſug- 
geſtion, the triteneſs of which may per- 
haps not ſuffer it to attract your notice; 
but which upon trial and reflection, will 
recommend itſelf, as highly worthy of it. 
To him, he flatters himſelf, it has often 


approved itlelf of no ſight conſequence. — 
| You 
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You wiſh to exhibit to a Libertine So- 
phiſt the ſtriking oppoſition of his maxims 
and conduct to the laws of the God of 
nature, who in mercy to mankind, has 
by an expreſs revelation, evinced their be- 
neficence, their invariable righteouſneſs, — 
Lou would fain perſuade him to renounce 
the deſtructive practices, the deluſive and 
eyer-wavering ſentiments and motives of 
the diſſolute and thoughtleſs multitude, 
by him worſhipped, and entitled the World, 
Set this before him in faithful living 
ſketches, expoſed in perfectly true, but 
ſtrong and various lights, drawn from real 
objects, perſons and characters, which you 
know to have fallen daily under his eye, 
without once rouſing him to ſerious reflec- 
tion, Contraſt the happincls, the general 
elteem conſtantly attendant upon the re- 
vered, the only noble conduct of thoſe, who 
from virtuous and religious principles, 
though neceſſitated to converſe occaſion- 
ally with thoſe, who are unreclaimable 
from the career of folly and vicious diſſi- 
pation, have the wiſdom ſtedfaſtly to diſ- 
dain the faſhionable frenzy of driving 
blindfold into the beaten track. Select 
the livelieſt and moſt familiar inſtances, as 

| H h 2 they 
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they can be preſented to his immediate ob- 
ſervation, and enforced regard. Strive to 
endear thoſe excellent characters to his 
affeions, engage him, if poſſible, to join 
in admiration with you of the ineſtimable 
advantages they perpetually enjoy, in the 
calm ſatisfaction, harmony, and compla- 
cency of an upright mind, in the conſcious 
eſteem and merited friendſhip of all wor- 
thy perſons, in the joy of all ſuch men at 
their ſucceſs, and their general concern 

at any calamity that may befal them. 


You will, in this inſtance, have adapted 
your inſtruction properly to a man, whoſe 
attention would in vain be claimed to any 
but preſent objects. To the ſublime de- 
lights, the rapturous elevation of foul of 
the confirmed religioniſt, in his private 
acts of fincere devotion, or pious exerciſes 
of ſacred contemplation, you will refrain 
from adverting, till a happier progreſs 
ſhall exhibit unequivocal figns of his 
growing ſympathy in theſe natural emo- 
tions of an exalted piety. Your riſque 
might otherwiſe be great, that a ſudden re- 
lapſe into his former impertinence, and 
his rejection, with a rooted antipathy, of 
{heed what 
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what he had always contended not to be- 
long to the condition of humanity, if it 
burſts upon you unprepared, may diſeom- 
pole, and impel you to break off abruptly 
a conference, begun with better auſpices, 
In the exerciſe of your ſacred function, 
common diſeretion will not ſuffer you to 
think you can apply proper remedies to 
a diſtempered mind, while you ceaſe to 
keep a watchful eye upon what the con- 
ſtitution and temperature of the patient 
will bear, When his qualities of heart 
and mind are ſuch as indicate the neceſ- 
ſity of your obſervance of the caution, 
which St. Paul “ declares he found it ex- 
pedient to uſe, in ſpeaking to the Corin- 
thians, you will not expect to find that re. 
liſh for ſpiritual things in him, whoſe habi · 
tual ſenſuality has never undergone the 
previous diſcipline, requiſite to ſubdue it. 
Knowing the ſtrength of a deep-rooted 
prejudice in the affections, views and pro- 
penſities of a man of the world, you will 
judge what ſtreſs ſhould þe laid on any of 
thoſe inſtantaneous and ſupernatural at- 
tainments of ſpiritual perfection, thoſe 


9 | Cor. ii. 1. 2. 3 
ſudden 
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ſudden illuminations of mind in the vileſt, 
moſt ignorant and moſt abandoned ſinners, 
of which our 'fanatical preachers make 
ſuch mighty boaſt, as rendering them at 
once deeply-ſkilled in the myſteries of 
faith, of which they at the ſame time de- 
clare it impoſlible, either for the aſtoniſh- 
ed converts, 'or their teachers, to give a 
ratzonal account,” 9 SG 


You have not, I truſt, miſtaken the in- 
tent of your Addreſſer, in the repeated 
caution, he has ventured to inculcate as 
requiſite to obtain a patient hearing. 
Not to load revealed religion with what 
does not properly belong to it. No check 
is here propoſed to your diligent ſtudy of 
ſeripture, (ye ingenuous youths, you will 
underſtand ane well,) no incentive 'has 
been wanting to encourage your laudable 
aſſiduity, in ſearching for the hidden trea- 
ſures, incloſed within the grand outlines 
of the plans of Providence, ſo admirably 
traced in holy writ, ſo highly intereſting 
to the whole human race. Theſe plans, 
and the ſimple facts, events and reaſonings 
conſequent upon them, you will require 
the wrangling ſophiſt to regard as what 
; | alone 
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alone conſtitutes the ſum and ſubſtance of 
all revelation: and theſe are, in general, 
plain in themſelves, or eably rendered 
intelligible to -almoſt all alike. You 
may, no doubt, with entertainment and 
profit to yourſelves, and others, innocently 
form abſtract ſpeculations upon them, re- 
gulated by due reverence and modeſty : 
or you may take delight in the like inge- 
nious attempts, in the works of many pro- 
found, yet diſereetly learned writers; not 
the haughty impoſers of vain conceits, 
with whom a filly world is fond to go 
aſtray, but the ſedate announcers of the re- 
ſult of impartial inveſtigation, and delibe- 
rate judgment. Only permit me to cau- 
tion you, that whatever mode of interpre- 
tation or comment, of this recondite caſt, 
may have approved itſelf to your own 
ſilent and cool meditation, be never in- 
truded on your intended proſelyte, as any 
thing but the mere effort of human intel- 
lect, that claims no poſitive ſanction of a 
divine authority; eſpecially if it be ſuch, 
as for eighteen centuries has exceeded the 
utmoſt ſtretch of our limited faculties to 
explain or comprehend, 

| | Preſuming 
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Freſuming that you bear in your hearts 
the divine image of your gracious. and 
meek Redeemer, impreſſed with a far diſ- 
fimilar ſtamp from that of the fretful and 
contentious Dogmatiſt, as empty of ſolid 
and uſeſul knowledge, as puffed with frothy 
literature; I ſhall ſuppoſe you truck with 
a lively ſenſe of the moſt pleaſing obligas 
tion, he perpetually enjoined, and-by Gig 
own example ſo endearingly recommend- 
ed. It will be your conſtant aim to incline 
the affections of men to * unity of ſpirit 
in the bond of peace,” not to inflame and ali- 
enate their minds one from another, by 
laying an exorbitant ſtreſs upon any point 
of metaphyſical or myſtical theology. The 
engaging excellence _ loyelinels of this 
bleſſed temper, you may be ſure, is ac- 
knowledged in ſecret, (though they affect 
to deſpiſe it,) even by thoſe vehement 
Ricklers for a blind aſſent to what they 
themſelves declare to be ſo imperſectly 
revealed, that thelp dobtriner; ne dhe are 


5 Tn. Would to God all the mobs of on 
Church were bleſt with ſome portion of that concili- 
atory ſpirit, which diftated it's moſt excellent prayer 
for all conditions of men. 


_ Pleaſed 


wo 3 - 
pleaſed to call them, have indeed no po- 
105 or determinate meanin ng, 


_— But Sin will occur, it may be 
faid, in which a ſon of the church, — 
out Tenouncing all concern for the honour 
of it, cannot eaſily maintain the placid 
temper enjoined. To be conformed to 
the bleſſed image recommended, muſt we 
fit like Patience on a monument, ſmiling 
at inſult inſupportable? In what manner 
are we to ſupport the provocation, which 
all of our profeſſion are daily liable to re- 
ceive from a certain claſs of libertine op- 
| ponents. — When an Infidel of this ſort 
* would evince the inſignificancy of a ſu- 
pernatural revelation, and of an order of 
men commiſſioned to enforce it; hen 
he ſhrewdly compliments human reaſon 
with the attribute of univerſal and abſolute 
ſelf-ſufficiency ;—when with unabaſhed ef- 
frontery he aſſerts that if left to them» 
ſelves, mankind would always, from the 
creation, have formed pure, juſt, and ſub- 
lime ideas of a Deity, and of his attributes, 
and of all our duties to him, and to each 


An admirer, for inflange, & Tindal's Chriſtianity as oli 
al the creation, 
other, 


L 474 ] 

other, were it not for the deluſive ſubtil- 
ties of thoſe hateful prieſts of all denomi- 
nations, pagan, jewiſh, chriſtian : to the 
mock ſanctity of this ungodly crew is ow- 
ing all that confuſion and diſparagement 
of eternal truth ; to thoſe wretches, who 
ſecking to palliate their own vices, have 
aſcribed to God all the failings and infir- 
mities, the paſſions and partialities, which 
every perfect moral ſyſtem pronounces 
derogatory from the dignity even of that 
imperfect creature, man—,” 


When thus rudely attacked, you would 
fain know how you are to behave, and 
what to reply—Not by running blindly 
into Scylla, to eſcape Charybdis ; not by 
combating deliberate miſreport with wild 
extravagance; not by depreciating Reaſon, 
the ſteadieſt aſſerter, the beſt interpreter 
of the awful, yet hopeful and joyful truths 
of revelation, With the conſpiring aid of 
both theſe gifts of God, you may readily 
convict this impertinent prater of palpable, 
and too probably of wilful falſhood, Chal- 
lenge a fair trial of ſtrength with his 
dauntleſs and moſt potent Reaſon, ſo 
proudly diſdainful of ſacred inſtruction, 
Off: Invite 
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Invite it to a calm contemplation, firſt, of 
all the abſurd, contradictory and maniſeſt- 
ly- Perniciou; notions, entertained upon' 
every ſubjett of diſquiſition, religious, 
moral or political, by the taught and 
untaught multitude of all ranks, noble 
r plebeian, and profeſſions, clerical or 
lay, and of all nations, civilized as well as 
barbarous. Induce it next to compare to 
theſe, as far as the fulleſt exertion of it's 
own ſtrength can fairly carty it, the whole 
tenor of the Goſpel doctrines and precepts, 
which you are ever ready to lay open to 
it's free diſcuſſion. —Thus met, never doubt 
the ſpeedy diſcomfiture of the Sophiſt, 
whoſe inſolence, it ſeems, confounded, 
and ſtill diſturbs you, 


* But the charge ſtill lies, he exclaims, 
againſt all your ſolemn formaliſts, whether 
dull or crafty, who denounce the eternal 
vengeance of heaven upon all, ho pre- 
ſume to rationalize Chriſtianity. Qet the 
charge light where in juſtice it may, it can- 
not fall too heavily. | The ſhame it has 
unduly reflected upon your honourable 
funktion you will of courſe lament in ſe- 


cret, whilſt you reſolutely make it appear 
chat 
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that this opprobrious imputation cannot 
be applied to the preſent temper of the 
Church of England, by one who is qua- 
lied to know and conſider it impartially ; 
and that all it's moſt generally eſteemed 
members have long agreed in declaring 
the ſpirit and tenor of the Goſpel directly 
condemns the practice of thoſe, who can 
ſtill countenance, or apologize for anathe- 
mas not leſs abſurd than impious. In aſ- 
ſerting to this groſs Inſulter your on free- 
dom from the imputed guilt, let the ſere- 
nity conſtantly attendant upon a conſcious 
rectitude of principle, enable you to over- 
awe the repetition of an outrage eaſily 


abaſhed by the unaſſuming dignity of a 
ſage equanimity. 


Though ſerene and undiſturbed your- 
| ſelves, though diſdaining to be affected 


upon your own account, let it ſtill be your 
intimate concern to vindicate the glory 
of God, and his holy word, from all ſuch 
miſconſtructions. Be earneſtly ſolicitous 
to remove from our Proteflant Church-el- 
tabliſhment the diſcredit of impoſing upon 
it's members the neceſſity of approving ex 
animo, and juſtifying to the world that 


every 
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every minuteſt point of it's forms and or- 
dinances, is abſolutely perfect, at leaſt, if 
not altogether of divine inſpiration, as are 
all it's arbitrary, yet infallible interpre- 
tations of ſcripture, in every ſentence and 
word. Be content with aſſerting it's ad- 
mirable ſubſerviency, beyond all others, to 
the beſt ends of public devotion and in- 
ſtruction. Supremely important are the 
intelligible and heartfelt Goſpel truths, 
which 1t propounds, and engages you to 
enforce to the religious attention of your 
ſpiritual charge. Piouſly reſpect the hea- 
ven-planted root of the tree of life, whilſt 
with all the fervour of an enlightened 
zeal, you are warily buſied in clearing 
away the briars and thorns which have 
impaired it's vigour, and obſtrutted the 
ready acceſs to it from many a docile and 
well diſpoſed inquirer. 


You know, and can with joy reflect from 
whence and where a certain recompence 
awaits your well - meant labours. You 
know alſo from whom no thanks are to 
be expected. Servile contenders there 
will ſtill be, under every 1 
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for an implicit uniformity of opinion in all 
it's members. Ihe natural conſtitution of 
our mental powers denies it's poſſibility, 
upon ſubjetts abſtruſe and liable to diſ- 
pute. Vet this mode of aſſent, without 
inquiry, exactly ſuits, a certain claſs of 
men, who are always loudeſt in condemn- 
ing the modeſt claimants of a latitude of 
interpretation, in all difficult caſes, which 
the general weakneſs of the human under- 
ſtanding renders abſolutely indiſpenſible. 
—Bidding a laſt farewell to this © baſeleſs 


fabric of a viſion,” this unattainable Unifor- 


mity, to which the Author of our nature 
aſſigned a ſcanty limit, beyond which it 
cannot extend; let our Unanimity, with- 
in a liberal and comprehenſive pale, let 
our general conformity to an all- perfect 


pattern, let our general harmony in the 


Chriſtian graces, Faith, Hope and Charity 
be henceforward reſpected as the grand 
fundamental principle of all true religion. 
Be theſe the life, the ſoul, the prime in- 
ſpirers of every act of your ſacred miniſ- 
try. Of any ſpeculation, or matter of 
mere opinion which immediately or of ne- 
ceſſity concerns not theſe, take no ac- 
count. You will not miſconceive my 

meaning. 
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meaning. Think not yourſelves engaged 
by your profeſſion to maintain or enforce it. 


SECTION IV. 


Admonitions, 


EVER mindful of the beneficent office 
in ſociety, which you are engaged to fill, 
you will be conſtantly ſolicitous to diſ- 
charge it in ſuch manner as beſt may ren- 
der it, by every act of pure benignity, 
amiable and honourable in the ſight of all. 
With a delicacy, a ſenſibility of ſoul, ever 
requiſite in the character of a clergyman, 
abſolutely free from the ſlighteſt taint of 
affected reſervedneſs or fingularity, thus 
beſt conſulting your proper dignity, you 
will chiefly emulate © whatſoever things 
are true, are honeſt, are juſt, are pure, are 
lovely, are of good report, if there be any 
virtue *,” from whence due praiſe reſults, 
let the beauty of theſe qualities be as con- 
ſpicuous in all your conduct, as the Apoſtle 


* Phil. iv. 8, 
enjoins 
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enjoins them to be preſent in all your 
thoughts. Mark well that the firſt preemi- 


nent grace in the reſpectable liſt recom- 
mended by this inſpired writer, who al- 
ways makes it appear he knew mankind 
well, is Truth. 


It is your peculiar province to raiſe the 
ſons of men to an elevation of ſoul above 
this periſhable ſtate, to reclaim them, from 
time to time, from the petty concerns of 
worldly buſineſs, and the diſſolute pur- 
ſuits of fleeting pleaſure, to objects more 
worthy to engage the attention of a being, 
diſciplined here to the commencement 
only of an endleſs progreſs in perfection 
and happineſs in a life to come. This 
muſt bring perpetually to your minds 
your obligation to evince in practice, that 
your own hearts are ſincerely penetrated 
with this awfully inſpiriting truth. Thus 
will the conſtant tenour of your character 
manifeſt to the eyes of the moſt hardened 
infidel, that yours is not that empty phan- 
tom of religion, which can aſſume every 
capricious ſhape, which your groveling 
temporal views require it to put on: it is 
not that accommodating diſpoſition, that 

3 can 
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can allow you to comply with any o 
thoſe hcentious habits, offenfive to the 
laws of wiſdom and decency, in the mo- 
diſh haunts of diſſipation. Raiſed by your 
own free choice to a ſtation of eminent 
conſequence to the preſent and future in- 
tereſts of mortal and immortal man, you 
have invited the public eye to a continual 
and ſtrict examination of the real harmo- 
ny of your hearts with the utterance of 
your tongues, without which the latter, at 
beſt, is but the harſh — of oo _ 
Wa aeg 2 £65 Sod 
Leti it not be ſaid that you ean obe amen. 
with the ardour of the ſlaves of pr 
vol, into thoſe {rivolous objects of their 
deſires, of which you can occaſionally, 
with a ridiculous eloquence, diſplay the 
emptineſs and vanity. Undazzled with the 
glitter of a” world, the faſhion of which, 
ere we can well ſnatch a glimpſe of it, ſo 
ſuddenly paſſeth away, let it clearly ap- 
pear, and let no part of your converfation 
contradict that appearance, that you are 
pertuaded yourſelves of the reality of that 
everlaſting glory, to which you vainly 
=_ their hopes,—The whole tenor of this 
I1 Addreſs 
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Addreſs will not permit you to miſtake u me 
here. It is not to a life of ſolitary con- 
templation that it ſuppoſes you called by 
your clerical office. It is, on the contrary, 
impoſſible to diſcharge it properly, with - 
out converſing with mankind,” without 
mingling incidentally, - as circumſtances 
will require, with their buſineſs, and ſome- 
times, within the bounds: of decency and 
diſcretion, with their amuſements. It is 
by ſuch acts as diſcover an affectionate 
and ſincere concern for the welfare of 
men, that you muſt ſtudy to acquire that 
ſalutary and friendly intereſt over their 
minds, that may enable you to rectify their 
miſtakes, with reſpect to their intereſts in 
time and eternity. It is by thus meriting, 
without meanly courting his confidence 
and regard, that you ſhall diſarm the moſt 
petulant ſcoffer of the power of deſpiſing 
you, reviling your function, or inſolently 
withholding a certain portion of deference 
due to the authority of mmm and 
Iightanvitng: r ue en 
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It is only upon two een that a pro- 
ſeſſed advocate for the religion of the Gol- 
pel can be compelled to ſhrink, with ſeri- 


ous 


L 

ous apprehenſion, from the keeneſt ſcru- 
tiny of it's moſt determined foe. Firſt, 
when the prattical habits of the preacher 
are at. variance with the moral ſtandard, 
ſanctioned by the divine revelation, of 
which he declares himſelf the faithful in- 
terpreter, or when devoted with a bigoted 
zeal for ſome inexplicable ſyſtem of ſpe- 
culation, he ſacrifices to that ſhadowy ob- 
ject of his adoration all regard, all hope 
of ſalvation, to that humble piety, that 
diſplays itſelf only in acts of juſtice and 
beneficence, in an uniform love to God 
and man. You are told that you live in an 
age, when true piety is fallen into general 
diſrepute,. and that all moral obligation 
grounded upon it, is treated in the-world, 
not with indifference only, but with con- 
tempt and deriſion. It certainly is not the 
worthieſt, or wiſeſt part of it, who tell you 
ſo. When happily it ſhall be in your 
power to converle more intimately with 
perſons of an oppoſite character, who 
from experience and reflection, poſſeſs a 
competent knowledge. of mankind, with- 
out being tempted. into their ſordid pur- 
ſuits of ambition or avarice, or deigning 
ta mingle in their vices and follies, you 

1i 2 will 
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will learn from them what judgment to 
form of theſe intemperate cenſurers. They 
| will dirett your own obſervation to dif. 
| cCceern, in daily proof, that they who delight 
the moſt in upbraiding are ſeldom quali- 
| fied to judge, and moſt rarely to mend the 
times by their own exemplary manners or 
engaging men, e 


| Of our countrymen, at leaſt, allow me 
to put you in the way of learning to ſpeak 
| leſs uncandidly. The opportunity of c- 
ſerving perchance may not fall in your 
way. Conſult the moſt judicious among 
our preſent numerous tribe of Touriſts, 
It is in England alone, they will tell you, 
that the unnatural child of ſpleen is to be 
found, who takes delight in aggravating 
every blemiſh, real or. imaginary in our 
national character. But attend to thoſe, 
who have fortunately enjoyed the benefit 
of forming an extenſive, ee 
among country-genilemen of eaſy, inde 
pendent fortunes, neither hackneyed in 
the trammels of a party, nor palſied in the 
vitious diſſipation of a town life, who have 
alſo reflected ſeriouſly upon what they 
have remarked of the manners of the gen- 


try, 
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try, in any foreign nation they have 
chanced to 'viſit : to them is moſt appa- 
rent, (with a glow of heartfelt ſatisfaction, 
they will aſſert their full perſuaſion of it,) 
to them is known, is given the power of 
demonſtrating the ſuperior manlineſs, li- 
berality, truth, intrinſic worth of Britons 
of the ſame rank. Nevertheleſs, though 
the exaggerated charge of univerſal and 
extreme depravity, againſt the preſent ge- 
neration, and this people in particular, is 


in ſome degree confuted by the acknow- 
ledged merit of many approved and juſt- 


ly reſpected characters, that ſtill continue 
to bleſs and adorn ſociety, throughout 
every diſtrict of this peculiarly happy“ 
Iſland :—no leſs true it is that the ſweetly 
temperate voice of rational piety, and ſage 
decorum is too often drowned in the din 
of wretches of a quite oppoſite ſtamp. 


From a partial view of the worſe or diſ- 


advantageous.ſide of men and things, per- 


{ons of a certain caſt are continually over- 
whelmed with melancholy forebodings. 
But let not their diſheartening ſtrams ener- 


* Et 07 ſuf bona merit, ſtill ſecure, n! ciuilibus 


armis. 
vate 
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vate your beſt endeavours. Do they not 
tend to perſuade the deſpondent half. wit - 
ted moraliſt, that in circumſtances like 
theſe, when the world is grown ſo deſpe- 
rately wicked, he has only to ſhift for him- 
ſelf, without an idle waſte of time and 
thought upon a public ſo utterly unwor- 
thy of it? If the underſtanding of ſuch a 
man is too ſcanty to comprehend the in- 
vincible power, the everlaſting prevalence 
of truth, lead him to contemplate the ſtate 
of the world, moral and ſpiritual, when 
Chriſtianity was firſt promulgated. How 
diſdainfully, how obſtinately averſe were 
all the ſentiments and habits of the Jews 
and Gentiles from the precepts and exam- 
ple of the holy and immaculate Jeſus ? 
The Redeemer of mankind, by an expreſs 
declaration announced the effect, and it's 
natural conſequence to his faithful diſci- 
ples: © the world therefore hateth you, 
becauſe you are not of the world;”—* for 
I have choſen you out of the world: and 
+ this I have ſpoken unto you, that in me 
ye might have peace. In the world ye 
ſhall have tribulation : but be of good 


John xv. 19. 1 John xvi. 33. 
cheer, 
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cheer, I have overcome the world.“ In- 
eredible and truly miraculous was the vic- 
tory, which he predicted his pure doRrine 
would ſpeedily obtain over the minds of 
wretched mortals, immerſed in the ſordid 
buſineſs, the baler pleaſures, the moſt deſ- 
picable pomps and vanities, that engroſs 
the attention of the beſotted vulgar of bf all 
conditions. | Inſpired with this divine aſ- 
{urance, not the weakeſt of his followers 
ſhrunk, or reſigned his ſoul to deſpair, at 
fight of a world, more proudly far, and 
far more generally, than at this day, con- 
federated againſt the decrees of heaven, in 
the eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


Conſider well the men, who inſtead of 
truſting to the word of our Saviour, or. be- 
lieving his power to be infinitely ſuperior to 
that of his adverſaries, perſiſt in peſtering 
our ears with their fretful and diſpiriting 
ſurmiſes leſt the temporary frenzy of weak 
mortals; ſhould overthrow the eternal wiſ- 
dom of Almighty God. Obſerve the ten- 
dency of their habits and prejudices. 
Search, attentively for the ſcope of their 
views and connections. Inquire eſpecially 


how far their worldly intereſts are * 
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ed in the perpetuity of ſome ſyſtem, upon 
which moſt aſſuredly the eſſence, the inter- 
nal fabric of Chriſtianity, does not reſt. 
Advert to the grounds of their religious 
notions. Are they derived from their 
own earneſt and ſober examination, or 
the inſtruction of liberal and judicious 
thinkers? Their {ad forebodings will in- 
deed moſt commonly be found to proceed 
from exiſtent ills, which, with them, we 
ſincerely lament ; but of which they are 
without {kill to find a cure, without capa- 
city to aſcertain the riſe, the progreſs or 
extent, without a due reſignation to the 


Supreme Wiſdom, to which alone belongs 
the iſſue, 


It however, inſtead of KH their im- 
potent complaints in ſecret, as might be 
moſt adviſable, you are led yourſelves into 
a like extreme, of becoming hopeleſs, at 
the preſent aſpett of the religious and mo- 
ral world: at any rate, let not your belief 
of this prodigiouſly encreaſing prevalence 
of libertiniſm and infidelity afford you a 
plea or excuſe for abating the rigour of 
the goſpel precepts. Never entertain the 
daſtardizing notion, that an openly and 


uniformly 
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umformly declared reſpect for God and 
religion, exemplified conſiſtently in prac- 
tice, can fail to produce a good effect. 
Whether it ſhall ſucceed or not, in re- 
claiming the ungodly to a degree of imi- 
tation, 1t will always command, however 
openly lighted, in the worſt of times, 
their internal eſteem and reverence. Let 
this perſuaſion be ever moſt feelingly pre- 
ſent to your minds, that nothing can low- 
er you ſo much, in the judgment of per- 
ſons of all denominations, however incon- 
ſiſtent in principles and conduct them- 
ſelves, as your meanly bringing down the 
ſtandard of evangelical purity and righte- 
ouſneſs to the level of any corrupt pre- 
vailing faſhion, which it is your eſpecial 
duty to diſcountenance. Great prudence 
is requiſite, no doubt, and ſome inſight, 
acquired by experience and reflection, into 
the frame of the human heart, to diſcharge 
this duty with good effett. Examine 
with' accuracy, but with candour and ten- 
derneſs, whatever unhappy circumſtances 
may have chanced to bias minds, weak 
and fallible by nature, (like your own, in 
truth,) but not utterly devoid of truth or 
honeſty—what could impel them to ans 
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ations in their favour, at your firſt 
ſetting out, you will perſevere in keeping 
at equal diſtance from adulation and ob- 
loquy. From the ſtrict rigour of your 
principles you are not here a iſhed to 
depart one jot, in complaiſance to their 
unfortunate prejudices, or diſorderly paſ- 
ſions. Be mindſul ſtill, inſtead of oppro- 
brioufly denouncing theſe, as marks of a 
reprobate mind, irrecoverably doomed to 
eternal perdition, paſt redemption; chat it 
becomes not ſinful man ſo to judge his bro- 
ther, Repreſent to the impenitent Liber- 
tine the perilous ſtate, into which he has 
reduced a ſoul deſtined by it's Creator to 
be diſciplined here for a ſtate of far great- 
er purity and perfection in a life to come. 
Arraign him not of the deſperate guilt of 
wilful enmity againſt God, of that “ ſin 
unto death, for which it is declared that 
all prayer is vain, | Rather expreſs your 
wiſh to impute his crime to a fatal perver- 
ſion of judgment, through the ungoverned 
frenzy of paſſions, originally implanted in 

our 
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our nature for beneficent purpoſes, and 
reclaimable ſtill by the divine merey. 
That mercy, you are warranted by your 


faith in Chriſt, to proclaim ropes 14 80 
to a nn inner. 3. 


This diſcreet and tens mods of remon- 
ſtrance to thoſe, whom you wiſh to re- 
claim, this conſiderate attention to their 
circumſtances, character and ſituation in 
life, their moſt untoward prejudices, con- 
ſequent upon theſe, will preſerve you 
from the mortification of ſelf reproach, 
for having provoked, to no purpoſe, the 
indignation of an erring fellow mortal, the 
object of your unfeigned pity and good- 
will. It may do more: it may win you 
acceſs to his heart, it may induce him 
inſenſibly to comply with your requeſt, 
to ſuſpend his judgment, to reflect with 
coolneſs, to conſent at length to examine 
with you maturely, and with counſel fair- 
ly ſifted, the wrong notions you mean to 
reftify. Theſe happy opportunities of 
working a ſalutary change in his ſenti- 
ments you mult not expect will frequently 
occur. When they do, be always mind- 
ful to approve yourſelves the faithful diſ- 

| ciples 
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ciples of Chriſt, as never aſhamed of him or 
his words, as dauntleſs and ſincere aſſert- 
ers of the cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs, 
As truſty guides in the way to ſalvation, 
teach the honeſt inquirer to perſevere in 
the moſt direct path, which is happily 
cleared of thoſe rocks of offence, that 
might obſtruct his progreſs in it, bidding 
him note well, to the right hand and'the 
left, the diſtracted movements, as well of 
the bigot as the infidel, who each one 
„thinking that he ſtandeth, taketh no 
heed leſt he fall,” * Keeping your own 
heart with all diligence, (for out' of it ate 
the iſſues of life.“) ſtil} maintain that con- 
ſeious ſuperiority of ſtrength, which your 
judicious vindication of the Mulden 
articles of genuine chriſtianity, indepen- 
dent on the moſt ſpecious gloſſes of mere 
human authority, will conſtantly inſure 
you. Certain victory will ever attend you, 
when en gagedi in defending it with the wea- 
pons alone of true heavenly temper, « drawn 
from the ſanfuary'\ of God. AE N 
D <5: 1% Hine 
Lou are admoniſhed to bblnder 0 me 
the ſeveral modes, too generally uſed, in 
expoſtulating with an obſtinate freethink- 
er, 
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er, or inſulting libertine. They are ſuch 
as can ſeldom fail to bring diſcredit to A 
good cauſe, and to yourlelves vexation 
and diſappointment. However painful be 
the ſhock, you may be liable to ſuſtain 
from their offenſive, ſallies, not all your 
vehemence and bitterneſs, though com- 
pounded with the ſharp and farcaſtic hu- 
mour of a * Bentley or a T Warburton, wall 
either correct them, or avail you in vin» 
dicating yourſelves or the goſpel. Your 
own deliberate judgment, after all, myſt 
determine how far the mildeſt — or 
moſt candid reaſoning will be only a freſh 
provocation to groſſer outrage. You will 
conſider how far (ſecret ſcorn, ſhall I ſay ? 
End, you are chriſtians, and they your 
brethren- rather how far) ſilent compaſ- 
ſion, in ſuch a caſe, may be the propereſt 
anſyer. The exigence, no doubt, may 
ſometimes be ſuch as to impel you to with- 
draw, in viſible diſguſt, from the company 
of men, whom no good principle, no law 
of decorum can properly reſtrain. In 
a conteſt with extreme impudence and 
folly, wiſdom, nay benignity itſelf, has 


"us bn Colts. " Againſt Botingbroke. 
eren W commonly 
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commonly no better courſe! to take, than 
to retreat diſcountenanced, left the Mon- 
1 * before whom you have caſt your 


4 it 3 {971 65 wry 

* You may ſee this appellation "SA applied to 
to him by Sir R. Blackmore, in the well-adapted Preface 
to his truly valuable Philoſophical Poem on the Crea- 
tion.“ All ages have brought forth ſome MonsTzss, 
« ſome proſeſſors and patrons of irreligion; Monſters 
in reſpect of their ſcarcencſs, as well as deformuty ; 
but the amazing abundance of theſe odious producti- 
** ons is, I believe, peculiar to this age. Moſt of thoſe 
** who were reckoned Atheiſts in former reigns were 
© rather unbridled libertines, than irreligious in prin- 
, ciple ; but now we are ſo far advanced, that the in- 
feclion has ſeized the mind; the Atheiſt in practice 
4% has become one in ſpeculation.— Should Atheiſm, 
and corruption of manners (which as cauſe and effect 
% mutually introduee each other,) prevail much farther, 
and generally infec the higher ranks of men, it would 
« be impoſſible to find men of principles to fill the 
« places of truſt and honour.— The diſpoſers of prefer- 
ment would beſtow all on thoſe who: embrace their 
opinions, &c.“ - Vour Admoniſhcr wiſhes to recom- 
mend to your candid peruſal the ſolid good ſenſe of this 
Preface, and the important inſtrudion forcibly convey- 
ed in the Poem. They were introduced, in his earlieſt 
youth, to his reſpectful notice, by a revered Parent, in- 
timately acquainted with, Blackmore. His proſe, in- 
deed, is not in graceful.eaſe, like that of Addiſon, his 
verſe, in elaborate | poliſh, like that of Pope. To his 
writings, Addiſon: ,excepted; his contemporaries were 
diſingenuouſly hoſtile, very n the good-humoured 
51 if (1. K night, 
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pearls, ſhould turn again eager to rend, 
though impotent to harm you, * dbegirt 


as you are with. truth, protected by the 
breaſtplate of righteouſneſs, and covered 
with the ſhield of faith. 2 
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Knight, whoſe lack] Sar was moſt 8 
conſpicuous. To the more brilliant talents of his bit- 
tereſt reviters, Dryden, Pope, and Swift, he was pleal- 
ed at all times in doing ample juſtice, In oppoſition to 
the party · ſpite obtheir detrattors in his club at Button's, 
he would oſten applaud their moſt ſtriking beauties 
with peculiar emphaſis. His becoming a main pillar , 
of the club was owing to the decline of practice in his 
profeſſion, through the attacks of thoſe malignant wits, 
whoſe fame he ſo generally befriended. This rancour 
he would indeed provoke by his honeſt condemnation 
of every man, of any ſect or party, the hollowneſs of 
whoſe heart or maxims he diſapproved, Thus he la- 
mented the ſhameleſs apoſtacy of Dryden from the Pro- 
teſtant faith; though his Religio Laici clearly ſhewed he 
well underſtood it's true ground, the all ſufficiency of 
ſcripture, as a rule of faith and manners. He laughed 
at the pitiful-inconſiſtency of Pope, a profeſſed Romiſh 
Diſſenter, railing at the act of Toleration. But his 
moſt marked indignation was at the baſe ambition of 
Swift, who renounced his adherence to the vital prin- 
ciples of our free conſtitution (which they had imbibed 
together from their common Patron, Sir W. Temple,) 
deſpicably proud of becoming the tool of a miniſtry con- 
victed of conſpiring to undermine it. Excuſe this 
length of note, for the noble peculiarities, it exhibits, 
for your nem 2 a rex ſo uh geen —9 1 
generou. „ folien Ion 


With 
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Wich the defence afforded you by theſe 
excellent properties, you will yet conſult 
your on ſecurity and comfort beſt, by 
avoiding all fruitleſs intercourſe with 
thoſe, in whom their contraries are ſeen 
to predominate in ſo great a degree. A 
little obſervation will afford you ſufficient 
inſight into the real characters of thoſe 
impious ſcoffers, to give you notice when 
your beſt endeavours to reclaim them will 
certainly be deemed quite uſeleſs. Where- 


ever a deplorable experience has taught 


you to expect that this licentious mockery 
will not only be tolerated, but approved, 
as a faſhionable ornament of converſation, 
you mult be well 'aware that a ſerious re- 
ply can be productive of no good effect. 
It will at beſt be accounted ill- manners by 
theſe ſelf conſtituted arbiters of the civi- 
lity in, vogue. It will have good luck, if 
it ſhall cſcape being rudely ſtiled hypoeri- 
ſy, and contemptible affectation. Can a 
mind poſſeſſed, even in the loweſt degree, 
of a ſound judgment, of one religious, one 


moral principle, be amuſed, be preſent 
without — and abhorrence, at ſcenes 


like theſe? Can it ever be credited that 
any one really deſirous to maintain the 
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dignity of the clerical character, or in any 
meaſure that of a decent and worthy man, 
can have ears, and hear all regard to God 
and religion brought into diſrepute; can 
have eyes, and ſee every thing that is held 
moſt ſacred expoſed to the laughter of 
fools, for a moſt diſhonourable purpoſe 
endured with patience, in eomplaiſance 
to ſome graceleſs patron, ſome unprin- 
cipled man of quality, opulence or pow- 
er, who ſeeks for ſhelter in profaneneſa 
from a grave monitor within, of whoſe 
cenſure he dares not ſtand the teſt? Diſmal- 
ly abject is your poverty of ſpirit, juſtly 

conſigned” to that ignominy, which you 
ſeem to court, if you can thus, by your 
preſence gratify the vanity and give a ſort 
of ſanction to the modiſh ribaldry of ſuch 
a degenerate man oſ rank, whoſe preten - 
fions to wit, politeneſs, common civility, 
or any quality that conſtitutes the charac- 
ter of a gentleman, are as ill founded as 
to right reaſon or good morals. Vou re- 
nounce yourſelyes all claim to that re- 
ſpeed character, if you cantamely, with- 
out expreſſing, or appearing to feel a ge- 
nerous indignation, bear an offence againſt 
the inſulted majeſty of heaven, which you 
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are bound by ſo many honourable ties to 
reſent. 


But how, you aſk, in theſe extreme 
caſes, will it beſt become a chriſtian to 
ſhew a noble reſentment? Your own 
heart will readily prompt this ſole expe- 
dient. Let the arrogant ruffian ſee that, 
for no conſideration upon earth, will you 
ever ſubmit to riſque a repetition of the 
mſult, Remorſe and anguiſh of heart 
await the recollection of your voluntary 
converſe with ſuch a miſcreant, If your 
principles are as yet untainted, away— 
Breathe not an inſtant their peſtilential 
air, If you have not a proper ſenſe or 
diſcernment of the danger, your conſtitu- 
tion is too viſibly prepared to receive the 
contagion, and too weak to ſuſtain it's vi- 
olence. If no concern for the indelible 
| blot you bring upon your own reputation, 
no regard for the glory of God, can move 
you, be aſſured of this; that the very 
leaders and abettors of this impious fa- 
ſhion themſelves, with whoſe ungodly 
mirth your unmanly compliance, and ac- 
commodating manners have pitifully tem- 
porized, will be the firſt to deliver you up 
to deſerved and general contempt. 
CON- 
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CONCLUDING SECTION ; 
Valediction. 


WELL intentjoned and ſeriouſly con- 
fiderate as it is hoped you will approve 
yourſelves, my young Brethren, © we are 
perſuaded better things of you, and things 
that accompany ſalvation, though we thus 
{peak.” A timely ſenſe of your higheſt 
honour, and the ſacred obligations of your 
profeſſion, will infallibly determine you to 
a fixed reſolution never to renounce theſe, 
or ſacrifice them to a low ambition, or pal- 
try intereſt, It matters little or nothing 
in what degree of diſregard you are held 
by perſons, whom you are henceforth 
bound to look upon as wretched objetts 
of your juſt indignation, Their favour 
or friendſhip can never tempt you more, 
when once duly rated and nobly diſdained. 
In their enmity to your holy faith, to the 
inſulted majeſty of heaven, you will con- 
template only the certain preſage of their 
| fignal defeat. In the mean time, ſuffer 
K k 2 not 
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not your ſpirits to be too much depreſſed 
by the heavy complaints, and lamentable 
diſcourſes public and private of your lels 
conſiſtently pious brethren, Requeſt them 
to think ſoberly upon the obvious tendency 
of their paſſionate utterance of theſe difh- 
dent apprehenſions for the permanent 
ſtability of Goſpel Verity, of their decla- 
rations that all the reaſoning faculties of 
mankind are in arms againſt it; that it is 
now, as of old the fabulous Aſtræa, upon 
the wing, to fly from the earth for ever, 
Of their precious efforts to arreſt her 
flight, you are more properly inſtructed 
what to think, You know better how to 
expreſs your truſt in God, and his eternal 
attributes, | 


Upon the deplorable objects of their 
dire cxccrations, and preſent horrible ſur- 
miles, you can look down with far differ- 
ent emotions. You can piouſly commiſe- 
rate their ſpeedily approaching doom. 
You can implore a gracious God to render 
their utter diſcomfiture, their deſpair itſelf 
an occaſion of leading them through outer 
darkneſs, through wailing and gnaſhing of 
teeth, firſt into deep contrition, gradually 
2 | | to 
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fo a true penitence, and prayer for mercy; 
and finally to a reviving hope of obtain- 
ing it. Your perſeverance in cheriſhing 
this evangelical temper in your own hearts, 
your delight in a regular and exemplary 
diſcharge of your duty will be rewarded 
with the heartfelt compenſation for every 
outrage your charitable expoſtulations 
and remonſtrances may have brought 
upon you, in a perſectly upright, clear, 
and modeſtly approving conſcience, - 


Your ſpirited aſſertion of the ſupreme 
excellency of every virtuous, every truly 
Chriſtian principle, will reflect freſh luſtre 
upon an oſſice, which the wiſhes of all 
good men, and the common concern of 
every well-ordered ſociety require to be 
ſupported by a conduct uniformly decent 
and reſpectable. And to crown all, by 
this due improvement of your talents, you 
will aſſuredly receive this approving ſen- 
tence of your Lord and Maſter; © Well 
done, thou good and faithful ſervant ; 
thou haſt been faithful over a few things. 
I will make thee ruler over many things. 
Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”— 

That 
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That you may all, with an uniform and 
conſtant ardour aſpire to this moſt ele vat · 
cd hope of a Chriſtian, is my affectionate 
farewell wiſh, aps 
I G 4X74 
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My reſpected young Brethren, 
Your faithful Friend and Servant, 


d | JOHN DUNCAN, 
South Warmborough, 
% March, 1799- 


